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This generally unknown—and unpublished—engraving by Wright Smith— 
is the only picture which illustrates vividly the Comte de Paris’ famous saying : 
“Le figure d’Oiseau de proie’—the face of an eagle:—and Santa Anna’s descrip- 
tion of Phil.’s countenance on the ramparts of the city of Mexico :—“radiant 


with patriotism.” 
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PREFACE 


History is not what she seems; nor, indeed, is she what she ought 
to be. Yet on this subject there is a multitude of erroneous notions 
abroad in the land. Some persons fondly suppose that the great mass 
of information (and misinformation) popularly accepted as history 
gives them a complete, definite and accurate picture of the past. 
Nothing could be more false. The many to whom personalities are 
paramount interests and to whom history seems but a tissue of | 
biographies rush into a more complicated maze of errors. History is_ 
not what happened in the past, but only what we know of what 
happened in the past. And, with the exception of our knowledge of 
the greatest men in our history—a Washington, a Hamilton, a Lincoln 
—the survival of reputations is precarious and accidental. So un- 
certain and fortuitous are many of them that they resemble acts of 
God—ineftable and mysterious. 

Everybody—even the rising generations—knows of Captain Kidd, 


actually a miserably weak and vacillating character who could not have 
_ shipped as one of Blackbeard’s crew. Yet posterity recognizes Kidd 


as the very prince of pirates, despite the scores of more worthy pirates 


_ who have perished cutlass in hand or who have been turned off at 
- Execution Dock—their transient fame departing with the curious 
throng. Kidd’s fame is accidental and unmerited. Consider the 
' scores of futile little eighteenth-century English clergymen who spent 
_ endless hours writing and delivering meaningless sermons, but they 
_ took care to have them printed and tucked away in libraries where 
| posterity might find them. Their reward came to them, and many 
_ have secured their brief snatch of immortality in the pages of the 
_ Dictionary of National Biography. WHistorians and biographers are 
' sometimes the victims of their materials, or lack of materials. They 
_ must, to a large extent, depend upon the survival of the printed page 
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or the manuscript. What losses has our knowledge suffered from 
fire, from mice, from simple carelessness! 

Articulate men and women have a vast advantage in claiming the 
attention of posterity over contemporaries who spend their lives 
more in actions than in words. Not many soldiers have been able to 
clutch both the sword and the pen. The memories of military men 
have often been honored by their colleagues and their grateful com- 
patriots in the erection of tombstones, granite shafts and statues. 
Yet graveyards are not widely and voluntarily frequented by the gen- 

: [ vii ] 
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PREFACE 


erations that come after; only a few curious persons look upon a 
cemetery as a source of educational materials; and epitaphic litera- 
ture must be carefully used. A library is a more comfortable and a 
more effective repository of knowledge. Statues, if they are not 
ultimately removed as obstructions to traffic, become perches for 
pigeons. Soot and the elements do their part with the result that, 
since renovations are seldom, it would be kinder to the memory of the 
memorialized to remove the statue entirely. The great Von Moitke 
remarked, in a speech delivered after the Franco-Prussian War, 
that despite all the soldier might do to win renown, his posthumous 
fame was, after all, in the hands of the historian and the biographer. 
The printed word endures in all its pristine vigor long after the 
swords have rusted and medals lost their glitter. 

Philip Kearny did much that deserves recording in American his- 
tory. True, he has his statues and sundry remembrances to his name, 
but the biographers and the historians have not done their duty to his 
fascinating personality and to his remarkable career. His con- 
temporaries knew him and knew him well and in the decade which 
followed his death there appeared two biographies: Philip Kearny, by 
Cortlandt Parker (1868) and The Personal and Military History of 
Philip Kearny by his cousin, John Watts De Peyster (1869). Each 
was confessedly and obviously incomplete; neither was marked by 
literary qualities or historical acumen. Printed in small editions they 
have long since gone out of print. Since their publication there have 
been several scattered biographical articles, but nothing compre- 
hensive, nothing satisfactory. This is one reason among many why 
historians and students, as well as the general public, will gladly 
welcome the present volume. Mr. Thomas Kearny has waged a 
major and successful campaign in the conflict of a great soldier with 
that oblivion which unceasingly encroaches upon the fame and the 
remembrance of great and small. By long and unremitting labors, 
by astonishing researches conducted in America and abroad he has 
done what should have been done and what others have failed to do: 
he has recreated the personality of dashing Phil. Kearny, he has 
placed him in his proper historical background, and has given a clear 
and stirring account of his career. The author has not only corrected 
one of history’s injustices, far more numerous than life’s other 
little ironies, but he has presented much new and valuable material 
on the men and the events with whom Phil. Kearny was connected. 

- So much printer’s ink has been spilled and so many tons of paper 

fed to the presses in erecting biographical memorials to little, pointless 

characters whose “lives” jostle each other in accumulating dust on the 

shelves of a hundred libraries that it is proper to ask, when con- 

fronted by a new book clamoring for our attention,—does the essen- 
[ viii | 
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PREFACE 


‘tial interest and importance of the subject justify our investment of 
‘money, time and space? A brief glance at the career of Phil. Kearny 
will readily give us the answer. 
Phil. Kearny, descended from an old New York family, was born 
‘to great wealth and social position. He graduated from Columbia 
College i in 1833 and spent the next year travelling in Europe. His 
choice of a career was difficult. It was apparent to all who knew 
him that his interest and ambitions were military—apparent to all 
except his grandfather, John Watts, who possessed the commanding 
decision of a large fortune and who, curiously, was persuaded that his 
‘grandson ought to enter the ministry. They compromised and Phil. 
' Kearny studied law in the offices of Peter Augustus Jay, son of the 
first Chief Justice of the United States. The law was promptly 
_ abandoned when John Watts died in 1836, leaving his grandson a 
_ fortune estimated at one million dollars. Phil. at once applied for a 
commission in the army and in March 1837 joined the First United 
' States Dragoons under his uncle, Colonel (later General) Stephen 


_ Watts Kearny. It is one of the fine things of the present book that 


the author brings new and important materials to Stephen Watts 
Kearny and to his conquest of that vast territory which includes, in 


_ whole or in part, the present states of Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 


' Colorado, Kansas, Wyoming, Arizona, Utah, Nevada and California. 
' It was to support this magnificent movement that later Scott’s cam- 
' paign, in which Phil. Kearny played a conspicuous réle, was directed 
' against Mexico City. While serving in the Oregon Territory (which 
- embraced the present states of Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Mon- 
‘ tana) Phil. Kearny did much, in the Rogue River Indian warfare, to 
' open up the trade routes to California. He spent two years in the 
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west and was then made a member oi a commission of three officers 
sent by the Secretary of War to study cavalry tactics at the Royal 
Cavalry School at Samur, France. 

After six months at Samur he gave up his books to join the French 


' Army under the Duke of Orléans campaigning in Africa. Kearny 
* served with great bravery throughout the Algerian campaign, ulti- 
mately joining the Chasseurs d’Afrique, one of the most distinguished 
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and dashing commands of the French Army. For his brilliant services 
under Marshal Valée and the capture of Milianah, he was offered the 
Cross of the Legion of Honor. Under the constitutional limitations 
imposed upon American officers he was unable to accept; he likewise 
declined an invitation to take command of the French Service of the 
Foreign Legion. Returning to America he spent two months in 
Washington preparing the report of the Commission, adding to it a 
long supplemental report entitled “Applied Cavalry Tactics Illustrated 
in the French Campaign.” This became the accepted manual of 
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PREFACE 


dragoon practice in the United States Army. Kearny served on the 
staffs of Major Generals Macomb,and Winfield Scott and from 
4, ke 
May 1844 until April 1846 he was in the west and saw service in 
Indian campaigns and exploring expeditions. Weary at length of 
official routine and the prospect of inaction, he resigned his commission | 
on April 6, 1846. Almost immediately, possibility of a war with 
Mexico became a probability and nine days later he was back in the 
Army. He recruited a model company of dragoons, expending large 
sums from his own purse upon both horses and equipment and when 
in December 1846 he was commissioned a Captain, his company be- 
came the bodyguard of Major General Scott. His services in the 
Mexican war were brilliant and if he had been permitted to complete 
his famous charge at the battle of Churubusco, the American forces 
would have seized Mexico City on the 20th of August instead of the 
14th of September and would have averted the needless slaughter of 
that interval. It was Kearny who, sword in hand, did lead the Amer- 
ican troops through the gates of the fallen Mexican capital. During 
the Mexican War, General Scott formed that superlative opinion of 
Phil. Kearny—“the bravest man I ever knew, and a perfect soldier.” 
Mayne Reid, who witnessed the celebrated charge at Churubusco, de- 
scribed the fearless officer who led it as “the Murat of the American 
Army.” Kearny lost his left arm during the war, but emerged with 
the rank of major and an enviable reputation. 

Again resigning from the army in 1851 to travel around the world 
he spent much of the next eight years in Europe—in Spain, Russia 
and in France. He was in Paris in 1859 when the French launched 
the war against Austria for the liberation of northern Italy. Kearny 
was soon in the fray, attached to the staif of General Morris, who 
commanded the Imperial Cavalry under Napoleon III. He was 
present at the battles of Magenta and Solferino and was said to have 
participated in every charge of the cavalry. For his services in Italy 
he was awarded the Cross of the Legion of Honor; he was the first 
American to be admitted to the Legion of Honor for his military 
exploits. — 

At the outbreak of the Civil War Kearny was active in influencing 
French opinion in favor of the North before leaving for America to 
offer his services to the Union. He had hoped that he might serve 
his country with the rank of General, a position to which he was 
amply entitled, but New York, his native state, did nothing for him. 
Weary of red tape and petty politics and eager for action he offered 
himself to the State of New Jersey, where he was promptly appointed 
Brigadier-General of Volunteers in command of the First New Jersey 
Brigade. 

His career in the Civil War—in the Virginia campaign under 
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PREFACE 


McClellan and later as major-general under Pope—his extraordinary 


exploits at the battles of Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Malvern Hill 
and Second Bull Run—is developed with such persuasive detail by the 
author of this book that I hesitate to poach upon a preserve abundantly 
stocked with fine and new things. But Kearny saved the day at 
Williamsburg and at Seven Pines; had he been in command or had 


he been heeded at Malvern Hill the Northern forces might have in- 


flicted a crushing defeat upon Lee’s army; and it was he who at 
Second Bull Run did break Stonewall Jackson’s line. He was killed 


on September 1, 1862, after he had unwittingly entered the enemies’ 


lines at Chantilly—-the day upon which he was to have received com- 
mand of the Army of the Potomac. If Kearny had not sent out upon 
his reconnoitering expedition it is possible that the whole military 


- history of the Civil War might have been changed. But this is only 


another of the tragic “ifs” of history. 
In this biography Phil. Kearny has finally received the recognition 


' which he abundantly deserves; the author of this definitive biography 
- has supplied him with an adequate and compelling calling card to 
' posterity. Little should it matter now the fate of bronze tablets and 
_ marble shafts. Phil. Kearny’s reputation is as secure as biographer 


_ can make it. 


Yale University, 


FRANK MONAGHAN. 


_ January 1937. 
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- CHAPTER I 
THE BEGINNINGS AT HOME AND ABROAD 


GENERAL Pickett, “Of the Charge’, next to Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson, the most popularly celebrated Soldier of the Lost Cause, who 
had fought with Phil. Kearny in the Mexican War where Phil. had 
gained a national name, and Lieutenant Pickett, equally brave, had 
been just another young West Pointer in training for the South 
against the North fifteen years later, had now been fighting for two 


ERRATA 





Page 40—2nd paragraph from top—John Watts, Senior died in 
London, August 15th, 1789, and is buried there in St. Olave’s Church, 
Hart Street. 

Page 142—2nd line from top—Doctor Kearny Rodgers. 

Page 148—2nd paragraph from bottom omit quotes before the word 
“During”. 

Page 248—Note to read—Kearny's successful advance on Rich- 
mond was unlike Mechanicsville and the battles of the six succeeding 
days which were battles, etc. 

Pages 425-426—\Mliss Jay’s name to read—Miss Cornelia Jay. She 
was the granddaughter of Peter Augustus Jay. See Index. 

Page 478—Mr. Kearny acknowledges to Mrs. Maud H. Greene, 
Librarian of the New Jersey Historical Society—and to the. Society-— 
great appreciation for her unfailing help, as well as to Miss Dorothy 
H. Huggins, of the California Historical Society—and to the Society 
—for very valuable data supplied through many years. 
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item; unbelievable! Kearny had lost his life at Chantilly, September 
Ist, 1862! 

_ Horrified, yet filled with a thrill at Kearny’s military renown, 
General Pickett grabs a quill, and “Her Soldier” cries aloud to his 
“Lovely Darling” : 


The news came this morning of the death of Phil. Kearny, one of 
the most brilliant Generals of the Federal Army; a man whose fame 
as soldier is world-wide. I knew him first in Mexico, where as you 
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’ CHAPTER I 
THE BEGINNINGS AT HOME AND ABROAD 


GENERAL Pickett, “Of the Charge”, next to Lee and Stonewall 
Jackson, the most popularly celebrated Soldier of the Lost Cause, who 
had fought with Phil. Kearny in the Mexican War where Phil. had 
gained a national name, and Lieutenant Pickett, equally brave, had 
been just another young West Pointer in training for the South 
against the North fifteen years later, had now been fighting for two 
months against Kearny, “ever victorious” in the Civil War; and had 
fallen gravely wounded fighting heroically, as so well became him, on 
the bloody field of Gaines Mill. 

Pickett lay in the Hospital recovering from his wound which was 
so nearly healed as to enable him at Gettysburg ten months later, to 
immortalize the Hour, some say the Half Hour, of Pickett’s Charge, 
—even as Phil. Kearny’s Charge in the Mexican War, the “Charge of 
the One Hundred,”—in the Annals of America;—an Hour, which 
from the old Church Tower at Gettysburg village, struck the first 
note in the knell of the Confederacy and drew from the great Lee the 
sorrowful confession, “I was wrong in ordering it”. Suddenly a 
courier arrives from the Battlefields of the Plains of Manassas 
where Philip Kearny had violently assaulted Stonewall Jackson and 
won his battle,—seven thousand dead, wounded or unaccounted for 
and out of which came Lincoln’s famous words: “at that hour we 
had the enemy in the hollow of our hand”! 

The courier brings along with some most splendid news, two items 
to Pickett most horrible, about his friends, “Old Baldy’ General 
Ewell and “Phil.” Kearny! One news item told of General Ewell 
losing his leg at Bristoe Station, as Captain Kearny had lost his arm 
ieading Ewell in Mexico in Ewell’s baptism of fire! Then the other 
item; unbelievable! Kearny had lost his life at Chantilly, September 
Ist, 1862! 

' Horrified, yet filled with a thrill at Kearny’s military renown, 
General Pickett grabs a quill, and “Her Soldier” cries aloud to his 
“Lovely Darling”: 





The news came this morning of the death of Phil. Kearny, one of 
the most brilliant Generals of the Federal Army; a man whose fame 
as soldier is world-wide. I knew him first in Mexico, where as you 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


know, he lost an arm at the siege of Mexico City. In Algeria, he 
won the Cross of the Legion of Honor. He fought with the French 
in the battles of Magenta and Solferino; and received also from 
Napoleon the decoration of the Legion of Honor. 

I wish we had taken him prisoner instead of shooting him! I hate 
to have such a man as Kearny killed! Marse Robert——Lee—who 
was his old friend, sent his body to General Pope under a flag of 
truce. I am glad Lee did that—Poor Kearny! The same courier 
brought the sad news that our Ewell had lost a leg; and these are the 
horrors which occur when away from you, my beautiful darling. 


Brevet Major General John Watts de Peyster, Phil. Kearny’s first 
cousin, biographer and boyhood companion in their grandfather’s, 
John Watts’ Mansion, No. 3 Broadway, whence each Sunday morning 
the two youths were wont to stroll with their illustrious grandfather, 
—whose statue now stands in Trinity Church Yard at Wall Street 
and Broadway,—to the Church to sit in majestic style in the Watts 
family pew,’—well, de Peyster who knew has written that, “the 
Dawn of Kearny’s day gave little promise of its glorious Sunset’! 
How came it that the Sunset zwas so glorious as to elicit such praise, 
such sympathy and understanding, from one of Kearny’s most illustri- 
ous “enemies!” This story gives the fascinating answer; The Story 
of an American! 

A Man Child,—thank God !—to be baptized Philip Kearny, was 
born in New York City, June 1st, 1815 in the Watts Mansion, then 


among the handsomest in the city; and undoubtedly in the Colonial 


period, one of the three handsomest in the Province, joining hands 
for that signal honor with Phil.’s granduncle’s, the Loyalist’s Archi- 
bald Kennedy’s—the earl of Casilis—immediately adjoining, and with 
his great-grandaunt’s Mansion, Mrs. William Walton’s on Franklin 
Square; where it was said that the lavish character of the enter- 
tainments for the British Officers and visiting British celebrities 
stirred the ire and envy of the “Samuel Adamses” of N ew York City, 
and was a tiny rivulet flowing into the torrent which presently swept 
away the thirteen colonies into the Revolution, and the Wattses and 
De Lanceys and their powerful kindred into the North River and their 
vast properties into the treasury of the Colony of New York. 
Shortly after Phil.’s birth the Kearny Family alternated their 
residence between their houses in Belleville, now Newark, and their 
town house, which Susan Kearny’s father built for them on the 
1 This pew purchased in 1790 is now owned by Thomas Kearny and his sisters, 


Mrs. Julien Harrison Hill of Richmond, Va., and Mrs. Ford Hibbard of New 
York. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


filled-in property on Greenwich Street behind his own mansion at 
No. 3; where at times the Hudson drove its storm-tossed waters 
against the Watts piazza which extended in an L-shaped fashion in 
the rear towards the river. 

In 1820 the Philip Kearnys moved “up town” and built a home 
on property once owned by Phil.’s great-granduncle, Admiral Sir 
Peter Warren, now memorialized in Westminister Abbey, “Hero 
of Louisburg” in our Colonial Wars,—then in Greenwich, at the 
foot of West 2oth Street; and it was here that Philip Kearny Junior’s 
wonderful mother died in 1823 after a long period of delicate health. 
A very great tragedy to John Watts to see his eleven children dying 
off, one by one, before him! But then the result was his concentrat- 
ing his whole affection on his precious pet, the little “Lippy”! Per- 
haps Watts’ prophetic eye pierced the curtain of futurity and saw 
Phil. his “great” grandson! 

Of Susan Watts, Phil.’s mother, it was written near the time of her 
death: “Phil.’s mother was a most lovely character and a charming 
handsome woman. Too bad that she died while the little boy was so 
young !” 

Phil.’s particular delight was not in his father’s New. York houses 


but in his splendid country places; one his roo-acre residence at 


Belleville, on the opposite side of the Passaic River, and extending 
to it, from the town now named for Phil. on its eastern shore; where 
Phil.’s own ‘“‘Kearny Castle” was in 1851 to lift its lofty spires, 
patterned after a French Chateau. The other his father’s great prop- 
erty in St. Lawrence County, New York, on the St. Lawrence River 


extending as far ‘south as the present “Kearney’s Falls” and “Kear- 


ney’s Bridge” and “Kearney’s Iron Ore Bed” near the present city 
of Gouverneur “including a whole business block in the present 
city.” 

In these delightful scenes the glorious days of Philip’s childhood 
and youth were passed until he went to Ufford’s famous school. 

Ufford’s school was located at Cedar Street and Broadway where 
although, possibly because, an excellent student, young Phil. delighted, 
in class-room, to draw caricatures, very excellent according to his first 
cousin, of the solemn Mr. Ufford on his slate! This habit of 
drawing, which was natural and never cultivated, resulted in the 
production of a number of excellent things; and it is curious to find 
that on the day before Phil.’s death in the Battle of Chantilly he drew 
a map of the Battlefield of the preceding four days which is by long 
odds the most understandable of all the contemporaneous maps of that 
field ; and which was reproduced and seen by thousands of people in 
the New York Tribune the very day of his death! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Phil.’s principal delight in his father’s country places was in his 
father’s horses, and his own,—gifts from John Watts; and his father 
and mother and their visitors were “oftentimes kept on pins and 
needles” by his daring exploits in horsemanship ! 

This love of horses was by no means accidental. John Watts — 
“a magnificent spectacle on his blue-black stallion’”,—was a splendid 
and venturesome rider; and during the last year of his life—he was 
then 87—a horse dealer brought him an animal to try which turned 
out to be a violent and unbroken colt, which sprang into the air, 
rearing and plunging, as soon as Mr. Watts was in the saddle. 
Throughout all the animal’s struggles John Watts sat unmoved, and 
when the colt had become tired “dismounted as calmly as if nothing 
had occurred.” 

This estate of his Father’s in northern New York, “sixty chains 
wide’, so much a part alike of Phil.’s boyhood and manhood days, © 
had been purchased in part by his grandfather Philip Kearny in 17096. | 
It consisted of 10,000 acres situated on the west side of St. Lawrence 
County, running south from the river, 

Philip—the General—inherited the estate and in later years, 1840 
to 1860, used to stay at the Van Buren House in Gouverneur which 
today is just as it was built and as when Phil. stayed there. 

General Martin Curtis in his “Bull Run to Chancellorsville,” a most 
authoritative work on the New York Regiments in the Civil War, 
includes in his book not only a splendid outlook upon the historic 
Scene at Centreville at the time of General Pope’s rout at the Second 
_ Battle of Bull Run, August 30th, 1862; but inspired by “Kearny’s 
Division” marching from the field as on parade, with Phil. saluting 
to the huzzahs of the entire Army on Centreville Heights, wrote some 
fascinating paragraphs about Phil. and his St. Lawrence County 
_ associations : 
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- unsurpassed ! 


PHIL.”S GENEALOGY AS CAVALRYMAN 
_ By Gen. Curtis 


Young Kearny in his early visits to St. Lawrence County, delighted 
to ride the spirited and unbroken colts he found there, the descendents 
of Ogden’s “Messenger”, one of the most distinguished sons- of 
“Imported Messenger” which was the most valuable and impressive 


_ Sire ever brought to America. - ? 


Kearny’s dare-devil riding over the corduroy roads of these early 
days was a subject of serious concern to the elderly women; and 


_when he was heard coming along the roads at breakneck speed the 
_ doors would be filled with the frightened dames, prophesying with 
_ uplifted hands that the boy would never die in bed but be killed by 
_ reckless riding! MB | 
When the circumstances of Phil.’s death became known in St. . 


Lawrence, the older persons who had known him in his youth recalled 
the prophecy of that period and its double fulfillment! For mounted 
at the head of his troops in Mexico he had lost an arm; and riding 
before his Division at Chantilly he fell from his horse pierced by an 
enemy’s bullet,—the victim of a valor which through his life was 

Phii. was a fearless rider over the worst as over the best roads. 
Upon one occasion often adverted to in the Family, while quite a little 
chap, eight or nine years of age, he frightened his father almost to 
death, galloping his horse furiously for miles over an old corduroy — 
road full of holes and inequalities. It must have been an ex- 


_ traordinary feat and escape; since it was often referred to by men 


Sas at 


who were too boid riders themselves to dwell upon anything which 
was not something astonishing in its display of daring! 

Frank Johnson, a lad in 1859, was an employee in Van Buren’s’ 
Hotel when Major Philip Kearny used to visit there; and frequently 
aided the Major in putting on his gloves. Phil. offered Johnson as 
part of his remuneration for his always kindly aid the friendly wish 
that: “you may never lose an arm; it is inconvenient not to be able 
to put on a glove”! 

This courageous boy Johnson, still in his teens, volunteered in the 
142d New York and in the fighting around Petersburg had his left 
arm shattered by an enemy bullet. When he came left-armless from 
the operating table he recalled his one-time guest, now dead in battle 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


gone two years: “With all the good wishes of General Kearny I did 
not save my arm’! But now let’s get back to school in New York 
and get some knowledge in our heads! 

Five years after Phil.’s mother’s death, March 1828, “Philip of 

the Falls” bought a home on the east side of Broadway opposite 
Morris Street, then called Beaver Lane. It was that winter that 
little “Philly,” now a boy of thirteen, became a pupil at “Mr. Ufford’s 
School for Young Men.” From this time dates the historic friend- 
ship of Philip Kearny and Brevet Major General John Watts de 
Peyster, ending only,—with a loud wail,—with Philip’s death! A 
friendship which gave de Peyster the principal Profession of his life 
as profound student of war, particularly of the Civil War, and as 
military author on foreign wars with the imprimatur of the King 
of Sweden! 
. What particularly pleased young John in the companionship of 
his cousin was Phil.’s delight in the military life. De Peyster re- 
called during the Ufford era of education that Phil. did some military 
sculpture which in later years “Watts”, as Phil. then called him, re- 
called as exceedingly attractive designs; and then passes this judg- 
ment on the Soldier-Artist: “Phil. produced equestrian groups which 
were spirited; and some of his sketches of soldiers possessed con- 
siderable merit.” , : 

While at “Ufford’s”,—and indeed until he went to school at the 
age of fifteen at Dr. Watson’s school, the “Highland School” at 
Cold Spring, New York,—Phil. was not a strong robust boy; nor 
was he given to do any violent exercise except riding. In later years, 
in fact in all the wars he fought in, his health improved greatly during 
the dreadful days of actual combat, which drove many of his com- 


panions in the Civil War to their women’s arms,—particiilafly the ~ 


“Society Soldiers” of his crowd in New York; but at this time, and 
it might be well said until he went to Columbia College, Phil.’s drift 
physically was toward weaklinghood. | 

A number of portraits of Phil. were drawn by fairly competent 
artists on fine paper during his boyhood years; but none comparable 
in sympathy and fascination to the Reverend Dr. Ogilvie’s Living 
Picture drawn while officiating with “much eloquence of feeling,” at 
the floral decoration of Major General Philip Kearny’s grave in 
Trinity Churchyard by the members of Phil. Kearny’s Post No. 8, 
G. A. R. You could almost say: “there goes Phil. walking down to 
Grandpa’s!’ 

“In my boyhood Phil. and I were neighbors. My recollection of 
him is that of a mild and gentle boy whose dark eyes were distin- 
guished rather for softness, than for that fire which kindled them 
in later life! I used to see him going down to his grandfather’s 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


house—a magnificent mansion at No. 3 Broadway. I remembered 
when I heard of his conspicuous gallantry in the Mexican War I 
was astonished and said to myself: ‘Can this be the gentle boy of my 
early rememberance?’ I never met Phil. afterwards till we were 
brought together by the hand of Death. In the midst of the W ar, he 
came from the thickest of the fighting, to bury a child who had been 
stricken down in the midst of apparent security. I officiated at the 
funeral of the child over the same grave upon which the flowers 
were so soon strewn upon the dust and ashes of his father !” 

In very truth John told a true tale: The Dawn of Phil.’s day gave 


/ no promise of its glorious Sunset! 


ee 


ser noe 


9 NER ee eer 


But Father and Grandfather now felt that the companionships of 
the narrow, snobbish, “exclusive fashionable youths” of a preeminently 
fashionable school were not broadening Phil.’s point of view. And 
so it was decided to pack him off to the Round Hill School at 
Northampton, Massachusetts, then a noted institution, kept by Philip. 
Senior’s friend, George Bancroft, the historian, and by Dr. Joseph 
G. Cogswell, afterwards organizer and Superintendent of the Astor 
Library in New York City. 

Dr. Cogswell greeted Phil. at the Terminal; took him to Harvard 


College; and to the Field of Bunker Hill; and thence to his famous 


' School. From the very first Phil. loved his eminent preceptor ;—— 


liked also very much George Bancroft when he sometimes saw him,— 
but he was particularly drawn to Dr. Cogswell and Cogswell to Phil. 
Who wouldn’t have been! To the gentlest of men who knew and 
practised as few others of his Educational Day that Education was 


_ not knowledge but was knowledge plus! Perhaps a knowledge which 


YE SCONES RP, RCI Ren ge RTS: 


watered the seeds, and sunshined them, planted by the boy’s Father p 


and Mother, and by his remote ancestors, in the boy’s particular in- 


dividuality :—Self-development. And then what gentleness, order 
and discipline! All reappearing, fixed up and polished,—and in- 
dividualized—in Phil., Soldier of the Civil War! At Round Hill 
Phil. learned two subjects,—learned them thoroughly,—Dr. Cogswell 
and Philip Kearny. Dr: Cogswell never pretended, like John Watts 
and Phil.’s father, to remake Phil., but to make the absolute best of 
what God made. Great Educator that fellow Cogswell !—at least he 
helped make a great Soldier. Then, too, read the roster of Phil.’s 
schoolmates 40 years later,—the distinguished men of their Day. 

Dr. Cogswell tells us that the boy evinced none of the military 
spirit which in after life marked “his career with such a halo of 
glory.” He was remarkable for his gentle amiable character; his 
great docility ; and faithful observance of the school regulations; and 
above all for devotion to his studies. “He took high rank as a scholar 
and was greatly beloved as a pupil.” 

[25 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Phil. spent two very happy years,—almost two,—under the tutelage 
of these two excellent gentlemen: But now the fly in the educational 
ointment! The question comes up of College; and since Columbia 
was his Father’s choice where Phil.’s uncle Major Stephen Watts 
Kearny and the Rev. Ravaud Kearny, Rector of St. Paul’s at East- 
chester and later at Tivoli, also a St. Paul’s, had graduated, the Old 
Man decided to send the boy to a New York school, especially pre- 
paring for Columbia. | 

John Watts, the other conspirator, had heard of the Highland 
School opposite West Point from General Winfield Scott on whose 
Staff George Watts had served in the British War and who at this 
time had a relative at the school: where also there were many New 
York boys in attendance. So during the last several months of the 
school year, 1830, Phil left Round Hill,—the poor kid cried when he 
held the parting hand of Joseph Cogswell !—and was on his way to 
what he always called the “Highland School” at Cold Spring, Putnam 
County, New York, kept by Dr. Beck and the Reverend James Lee 
Watson. But he was not going amongst strangers; for both the 
headmasters, as instructors, had served at N orthampton. 

Suddenly, quite amazingly, Phil. began to flash the lightning 
flames of character which signalized his campfires in frontier Indian 
warfare, Mexico, the French Conquest of Africa, the War for Italian 
Liberation and the Civil War! And in his report to Phil.’s family 
Dr. Watson put him down as “bold and daring even to recklessness; 
was fond of all kinds of manly sports; was the best gymnast of the 
school; and a most excellent horseman”; and what seemed to Dr. 
Watson most important of all “an indefatigable pedestrian”! Then 
about his character: “he was always obedient and respectful to his. 
instructors and certainly submissive to authority”. True or false it 
listened well in John Watts’s loving ears ever glad to hear anything 
favorable of his favorite grandson. 

Twenty-three years later when Phil. used to see Dr. Watson,—a 


_ Most engaging kind of a person,—as Rector of the fashionable Grace 


Church in Newark to which Philip used to occasionally drive the five 
mile course from “Bellegrove” his place across the Passaic, up Bridge 
Street and thence to hear his old school master preach his “manly, 
sympathetic sermons”,—well at this time Dr. Watson recalled that 
Phil. used to “tell me that he was greatly indebted to the training at 
the school,—the Highland School as he called it,—‘at the most critical 


' period of my life; it made a man of me.’” 


Of course this excellent man,—nothing like Cogswell as Educator, 
——made no man of Kearny; but so far as in him lay,—not very far at 
that !—developed Phil. in the natural drift and talents of his being. 
He could of course do no more! All the West Point Education never 

[ 26 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


made a Soldier of McClellan, Franklin, McDowell, Casey, Heintzel- 


man, Couch and many others of Phil.’s comrades in the Civil War; 
in fact made military fools of them. But West Point,—and Phil.’s 


education with his uncle’s Dragoons; at the French Military School, 


and in the wars of Algiers and Europe,—‘‘made” great Soldiers of . 


_ Ewell, Jackson, the Johnstons, Grant, Meade, Sheridan, Philip Kearny 
and Lee. 


Dr. Watson wrote when he read of Phil.’s death at Chantilly: “I | 


_ could not but recall to mind the words which in schoolboy days were 
_ so frequently on his lips: ‘Dulce et Decorum est pro patria mori’ ”’! 


General Winfield Scott, as soon as Phil. entered the school, sought 


_ out the nephew of Capt. George Watts who had saved his life in the 


war with England,? and invited Phil. and some of his little “buddies” 
over to the Point; and Phil. was enthusiastic about the “sreat Soldier 
whom I met”. How little did either dream that the Host would 
survive ; and was to write in the darkest night of our national history ; 


_-—no dawn promised,—that this little boy’s death in battle was “a 
_ national calamity. He was the bravest man I ever knew and the most 


_ perfect soldier”! 


Through General Scott, Phil.’s uncle, Major Stephen Watts Kearny 


_ of the Western Frontier, destined to play a large part in Phil.’s life and 


to conquer the West from Kansas to the Pacific, emerged from the 
_ shadows into reality; and strengthened Phil.’s tie to the military life. 


Scott told the boy of his admiration for “Steve”, whom he had 


_ seen lead a charge on the Heights of Queenston on October 13, 181 2. 


in the British War on the Canadian border: “As Kearny’s regiment 


_ advanced they encountered a withering fire from the British. Almost 


every commissioned officer about him was killed or wounded within 
the course of a few minutes”. Undaunted Kearny went on resolutely | 
at the head of his company and gained the peak of the hill, the ob- 
jective; and drove the enemy from the field. “It was one of the 
most brilliant engagements of the war!’ 

For a time Phil. pursued the classical studies—necessary for the 


_ entrance examinations at Columbia—with great diligence. But it soon 
became evident to all his associates that his ambitions tended toward 


CORES SPD OTN TIES a Ai TARANEH hae SRST NANT TARA e hans ngueY CRE CH an mee 


a military education. 
The Academy at West Point, with all its stimulating sights and 


_ sounds, was constantly before his eyes; there was considerable inter- 


course between the officers and the principals and instructors of the 
school. Besides Colonel Thayer, the Superintendent, and General 
Scott, both had relatives at, and visited, the school at. stated periods ; 


2 Had warned Scott that the house was surrounded by Indians, allies of the 
British. Scott leaped to the door; and sprang across the N iagara River where 
his forces were placed. - 

[ 27 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


so all these circumstances conspired to fill the mind of Philip “with 
a perfect passion for a military education”. At last Phil. went to Dr. 
Watson and confided to him what was troubling his mind: Phil. 
could not see his way to study for college any longer; he felt he 
should never be good for anything unless he went to West Point 
and that he would thank Dr. Watson very much if he would inform 
his family. “Accordingly”, says Dr. Watson, “we advised them that 
it would not be wise or prudent to thwart his inclinations!” 

But the opposition of the parents to the Military Life,—Father 
and Grandfather,—was not to crumble under the anomalous situation 
of the Priest’s advocacy of the Soldier’s Life against the Layman’s 
advocacy of the Priestly. And so in the Fall Philip came to live at 
No. 3 with Grandpa Watts,—his Father at that time was spending his 
winter at his home in St. Lawrence County ;—and Phil., in the Fall 
of 1830 at the age of fifteen entered Columbia as Sophomore. 

It was at this time that “Watts” de Peyster and Philip Kearny 
began their life together under John Watts’s roof, which lasted “with- 
out interruption” for seven long years, thrown together daily in the 
close intimacy of their grandfather’s Mansion. } 

Phil. stood well in his studies at the College, particularly interest- 
ing himself in English. But his ambition for a classical education had 
lost its edge. He was determined upon his grandfather’s death to 
reach the Army. 

The education was classical; Latin, Greek, “entuthen exelaunis” 
and “gnothe seautons”, and “Gaul’s Division into a lot of parts”: 
Then there was mathematics; no chemistry ; but a great compensating 
course, English Literature! In this field Phil. made his extra-cur- 
ricular studies; and upon his graduation, his Bachelor Degree was 
founded upon his Dissertation,—or Oration as they called it,—self- 
selected: “The Influence of Literature on the Character of Nations”! 

His companions with whom he “formed the deep associations which 
go along with college life’ were selected with all the coolness of 
mature years, for qualities which suited his prepossessions—the drift 
of his nature,—which extended to everything. He was very fond of 
dress,—perhaps a little too much so,—and was exceedingly neat and 
tidy in his person. He always affected a sort of military carriage; 
or a touch of something military in his costume. A friend of his 
at the time,—this was a contemporaneous fudgment,—makes a note 
in writing that if you saw Phil. you would say “there goes a Soldier 
in civilian clothes; or one intended by nature for a Soldier.” 

Phil. read a great deal during these three years on military subjects. 
But the fields on which he fought his imaginary battles were not 
of the Napoleonic wars; although a picture of Napoleon hung over 
his bed in the Watts mansion. The Soldiers of the pre-Napoleonic 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


period,—battles fought with chivalry, not mechanical warfare,—de- 
lighted him; and his cousin used to marvel at the historical stories 
Phil. retailed about the prowess and activities of the soldiers of 
Gustavus Adolphus, Count Lippe, Marlborough and Turenne! 

De Peyster soon caught Phil.’s flame and almost all the leisure 
time of both was spent in mimic campaigns with Armies composed 
of from five to six thousand leaden soldiers, with perfect trains of 
artillery and even other factors of a well-provided host. Battles _ 
were fought according to a digested system which even regulated 
what portion of those knocked down by the mimic fire of musketry 
should be considered dead or too severely wounded; and how long 
the latter should be looked upon as remaining in the hospital before 

_ they were again available. 

The firing was done with small spring guns, one shot from each 
cannon, one for each regiment or separate detachment of infantry 
and so many for each line of sharpshooters. When the firing, alter- 
nating, had gone through both lines of battle the different bodies 
were moved a shorter or longer distance accordingly as they belonged 
to the different arms, over spaces dictated by the real relative speeds 
of the different services, whether light or heavy cavalry, light or line 
infantry, field or reserve artillery. It was not left haphazard but 
according to a written or stipulated code. There were field works 
and permanent fortifications. One siege lasted a number of weeks. 

When Phil. “began to go out in Society,” de Peyster complained 
many years afterwards, he took so much pains with his dress, and 
spent so much time out of the house, that “we gradually relinquished 
a game that had given us such great delight and occupation for so long 
a time’. | 

Immediately upon Phil.’s graduation from Columbia John Watts 
proposed to the boys a trip to Europe; a thing exactly to each boy’s 
liking ;.and the two set sail alone in the Spring of 1834. On this 
trip a diary was kept, in which some, certainly not all, of these 
exuberant youths’ proceedings in Paris and London were recorded. 
They let us know, however, that they spent hours and hours looking 
at soldiers and their manceuvres. They would be out of bed with 
the first dawn to wander forth and watch the exercises of a regiment 
of cavalry. For the artillery operations neither had an eye or taste,— 
perhaps their spring gun at No. 3 had cured them—and indeed at that 
time little taste for infantry. 

The diary discloses in one instance an historic military entry; “We 
stood under the immense Cypress of Somma said to be 2500 years of 
age, under which Hannibal halted. The tree, one of the largest of its 
kind in all the World, stands on the field on which in 217 B.C. that 
great strategist of the world defeated the drenched and half frozen 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


legions of Scipio. Its girth measured twenty-three feet and rose to 
the height,—perhaps it’s taller now,—of 121 feet!” 

The Diarist records that Napoleon once visited it and respected 
it, “altering his course to share the inspiration of such a living 
monument.” 

During Phil.’s visit to Paris, he was appointed a member of a 
committee of his fellow ‘‘ex-patriots” to take into consideration “the 
most appropriate means of celebrating the services of General 
Lafayette and of expressing the loss they and their country have 
sustained in the death of the great and good Lafayette.’ * Then too 
on this occasion Phil. attended a wedding at the a ee and he was 
put down as a witness to the proceeding! 

Phil. returned to New York, in 1834 this time to nid father’s house 
at 22d Street and 4th Avenue, northwest corner, formerly John 
Watts’ property but which he had given to Susan Kearny in 1821 
and which Phil. Senior had inherited. 

More than ever Phil. was determined to enter the military life. But 
under no circumstances did he wish to wound the glorious spirit of 
his noble grandfather, now 87. And although he would not accept 


Watts’ proposal of $1500 a year if he would abandon the idea of - 


becoming a Soldier and become a minister,* he compromised by re- 
linquishing for the time being his military ambition; and one morning 
turned up in the law office of Peter Augustus Jay, then the leading 
lawyer of the city with a mighty good client in the person of John 
Watts. For a year Philip followed the routine reading required for 
service at the Bar; and in the first deed to John Watts’s property 
following that really great man’s death, is the only formal instrument, 
among fifty recorded, in which the words “of the Army” did not 
occur after Phil.’s name. “Attorney-at-law” is added to “Philip 
Kearny of the first part” to a deed to part of the present Madison 
Square. 

But the Hour of Liberation was at hand! The Law was not even 
a Jealous Mistress; but an uncommonly hideous hag,—hatchet faced 
and unlovely,—dressed in scarlet red tape, “soliciting her trade under 
the pseudo-name of Justice.” 

On September 5th, two days after his death the body of John 
Watts, then Patriarch of New York Society, who had bridged the 
years from the Province of New York of which he had been the last 
_ Royal Recorder, with his own father attainted in blood and property 


3 No part of this or a succeeding chapter could be written without thanks to 
Mr. Southard, our distinguished Consul in Paris through whom this datum was 
received. . 

4To General Hooker, as he told de Pee the fact that both he and Phil. 
were intended for the ministry seemed to him “an infinite joke.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


as Loyalist, through the Speakership of the Assembly of the State of 
New York, Justice of the Supreme Court to the foundation of the 
great philanthropic enterprise, the Leake & Watts Orphan Asylum, 
was borne with almost regal honors to his vault in old Trinity! 

When Phil., then in St. Lawrence County, learned of the death of his 
grandfather, intense as was his anguish, yet surely he must have recog- 
nized that his death meant liberation from a “Professional” Religious 
and Legal Biography into the Army; and the realization of his dream 
from boyhood,—the West! And of course his eyes turned towards 
the Dragoons of his uncle at Fort Leavenworth. De Peyster who 
wept bitterly with Phil. over the coffin of their noble benefactor,— 
they were to be coheirs of his vast property,—tells of Phil.’s reaction: 
“John Watts’s death set young Philip Kearny free at last. For several 
years he had been chafing under the restraints of civil life like a caged 
eagle or panther! At once he exerted all his efforts to obtain a com- 
mission in the United States Army, and on the 4th of March 1837 six _ 
months after his grandfather’s death, Phil. was appointed second lieu- 
tenant of the First United States Dragoons, commanded by his uncle, 
Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny.” 

_Phil.’s martial life now is before him and before we go forward 
with him to the Frontier; to the French conquest of half of Africa 
against a great Soldier, “Priest” and Patriot, Abd-el-Kadir, let’s get 
some kind of a portrait of him, viewed in the racial strains which 
composed him; it’s all we have as of that time, so let’s use it; and 
when we come to Abd-el-Kadir opposing him in Africa, note the 
effeminacy which marked the countenances of both these ferocious 
warriors: “On his mother’s side there were two diverse elements, 
not often combined in one person: the strong native sense and the 
shrewd common sense of the Scot; and the fiery nature and the love 
of pomp and splendor and of beauty, the ardent soul and chivalric 
bearing of the Gaul.” As a youth Phil. had rather an effeminate face. 
But in 1848 a severe sickness resulted in a marked change in his 
countenance and in his build. “After this, when he spoke or acted 
there was a manly grandeur,—something leonine,—which rendered 
the expression of his face heroic. In the day of battle, the fire of 
combat lit his eye; and the cannon-fever flushed his cheeks, making 
his whole face radiant so that amid the conflict Kearny appeared like 
a spirit in its element”. 

But what were these “two diverse elements not often combined in 
one person?” Let’s view Kearny as he “Sits under the shade of 
the Family Tree;” particularly his Irish, not his French, English and 
Scotch antecedents which de Peyster, who had no Irish in him, was 
always hiding under a bushel. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


PHIL. SITS ‘UNDER’ THE SHADE OF HIS 
FAMILY TREE 


During the fierce political battles against Phil.’s uncle, Major 

General Stephen Watts Kearny, following his arrest of Fremont, the 
“Pathfinder”, incident to Kearny’s conquest of Nuevo Mejico and 
Alta California in 1847 in the Mexican War, waged alike in Court- 
martial and Newspaper which according to Professor Allan Nevins 
in Fremont’s Biography, “‘divided public opinion into two hostile 
camps”, these Literary Warriors called General Kearny, in the very 
personal journalism of the age, “a Filthy Irish Maggot’, “a Bog- 
Trotter” and a “Deserter from the British Army”, newly immigrated 
to the States, ““Loosed out of Ireland by the Potato Famine’! And 
what was worst of all in the judgment of the “Know-nothings” the 
anti-Irish, anti-Foreign and anti-Catholic Political Party of the day, 
—of which Commodore Robert Field Stockton Fremont’s ally became 
Presidential candidate,—a “rabid Papist’’! 

Again according to the learned editor® of the University of New 
Mexico’s Historical Review, after Hoover, in a speech as Presidential 
candidate at Albuquerque, New Mexico, when Smith, a Catholic, was 
Hoover’s opponent for the Presidency, had exalted General Kearny’s 
Proclamation on Religious Liberty during Kearny’s conquest, news- 
paper articles referred to Kearny as of obscure Irish origin recently— 
1846—immigrated to the United States. 

Strangely enough about the time this war was waging in News- 
paper and Army Court, a lawsuit was being bitterly fought in Ireland, 
solving the genealogical question! 

The “Case on Appeal” in this famous suit in the House of Lords, 
—brought by Commodore Lawrence Kearny of Perth Amboy to re- 
cover a legacy of 10,000 pounds bequeathed him by his cousin, 
Thomas Rochfort of Ireland—to which illustrious Body the case 
ultimately traveled through the High Court of Appeal in Chancery 
in Ireland from a judgment of Judge Lynch’s in Kearny’s favor in 
the Landed Estate Court upholding the Commodore’s right to the 
50,000 dollars, showed a sworn genealogy of Phil.’s “Grandparents”’ 
to the beginning of the 16th Century! 

This authoritative Tree sworn to and established as conclusive of 
the American Kearnys’ relationship to the Irish members of that 
family, revealed perched in its branches as Phil.’s first known Irish 
ancestors, “Edmund Kearny, Esquire, and Elizabeth Fox 1507,” 
sunk deep in the Irish bogs who never dreamed that any descendent 
would be a Major General of a Nation with 5000 per cent more in- 


5 Dr. Lansing Bloom. 
[ 32] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


habitants than in the whole of the British Isles in a World he never 
dreamed of ! 

Michael Kearny, the immigrant, Phil.’s gredt-great grandfather, 
had left Ireland with brother Philip in 1699. His father, Edmund 
Kearny, of “Kinsale and Garrettstown,” had married first Eleanor 
Roche, “daughter of Francis Roche,” of Febelow and after her death 
without bringing him any little Michaels, male or female, Edmund 
quickly courted and married “Anistace Young, daughter of Young 
of Kinsale’ who thus became Phil. Kearny’s great-great-great grand- 
parents—After this numerals instead of “Greats”! Then came James 
this Edmund Kearny’s father who won the hand of Juliana Galway, 
“daughter of and sole heiress of the city of Cork,” who died in the 
year 1641. ay 

Then this James Kearny’s father—Phil.’s grandfather—5,—mar- 
ried Katherine Meade “daughter of Meade of Kilmallock of the 
County of Limerick;” into whose lives came tragedy! For the 


genealogist reveals the sad fact that their “only sons them surviving.” 


except James, to-wit: “Edmund and Jasper lost their lives in the 
Service of Queen Elizabeth against the Earl of Desmond.” 

Now the pseudo line of Irish “nobility” is drawn across Phil.’s path. 
For Phil. Kearny’s grandfather raised to the 6th power, James 


Kearny, “married Eleanor O’Brien, daughter of Murrough O’Brien, 


4th son of Thurlough, Earl of Thomond by Eleanor, daughter of 
Thomas Fitzgerald ‘Knight of the Valley.’ Then come the Adam 
and Eve of Phil.’s Irish ancestry: “Edmond Kearny,’—Phil’s great- 


- great-great-great-great-great grandfather,—‘‘married Elizabeth Fox — 


of Ball Gadien of the County of Limerick, the latter part of the 
reign of King Henry the VII and had issue James Kearny who mar- 
ried Eleanor O’Brien.” ® wen 

Edmund’s descendents after 190 years were found in America 
represented in the persons of Michael and Philip, sons of Edmund — 
and Anistace Kearny. These young men arrived at the capital of the 
Quaker Colony, set up by Penn in the Fall of 1699. 

Brother Philip set up at once as merchant and lawyer. Michael 
aged 32 years, became realtor,—to translate his occupation into the 
vulgate of our day. Both were soon familiar figures in the “High 
Society” of the Hamlet and, what was infinitely more important, both 
the Kearny boys frequented the Mansion of Lionel Brittin, then 
situate in the whereabouts of Market and Cedar streets in present 
Philadelphia, not far from the present Broad. 

Brittin had long since settled in the Province—its first settler in 


6 The author has written a brochure showing that Phil.’s uncle, 1577 to 1585, 
first translated the Anglican New Testament into the Irish tongue. He had pre- 
viously translated the book of Common Prayer. 
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fact—preceeding indeed by a year the arrival of Penn and Penn’s 
Pilgrim Fathers arriving in Bucks County in 1680. Lionel’s daugh- 
ter Mary,—Phil.’s Aunt—5—became famous by the accident of birth; 
being the first woman, some say the first person, of English parents 
born in the Colony. Just as Lionel himself had a first to his record: 
First Quaker ; then Church of Englander; finally the “First Convert” 
at the “Easter Mass in 1709” to the Catholic Church in Pennsylvania. 
The brothers remained Quakers; but when Michael moved on to 
Perth Amboy he became “Episcopalian”. Neither Lionel’s wife nor 
any of his daughters, followed their father’s spiritual footsteps. 

Lionel had been immensely successful in his new found home; 
obtaining large grants of real property running from Broad Street 
down to the river; and after the marriage of Philip to Rebecca Brit- 
tin, Philip received from him for the use of his merchant ships, the 
property along the river known as “Kearny’s Wharf”. 


Both Kearny boys successfully courted Lionel’s daughters; and. 


upon the marriage of Elizabeth to Michael, and Rebecca to Philip, 
Philip was set up in business as a merchant by his father-in-law. 
Philip lived all his life in Philadelphia; died there in 1721. Phil.’s 
daughters shared the Bed and Board of four men of great distinction 
and great place in Philadelphia. Mary Kearny married the Right 
Honorable John Kinsey, most famous Quaker Chief Justice, and 
became the mother of a noted Chief Justice, James Kinsey of New 
Jersey. Then Elizabeth Kearny married James Morris, son of the 
Mayor through whose brewing business the large fortune of the 
~ Morris family was principally originally established,—James himself 
having the distinction of being a member and Acting Speaker of the 
Assembly. Rebecca married Mayor Plumstead, a founder of the 
University of Pennsylvania; and he and Rebecca were responsible 
for an unseemly altercation in the ranks of the Quakers! They 
actually went in for dancing,—some said—hush !—took a Drink! 
And by joining in the founding of the famous Assemblies, now as 
then the authoritative social gatherings of the City, became self- 
Excommunicates and their frivolous forms darkened the Friends’ 
Meeting Houses no more! Both joined the Church run by the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts ;-~ 
“Episcopalians !” 

Rebecca’s granddaughter will reappear as Countess Barbé-Mar- 
bois, wife of Napoleon’s negotiator in the sale of Louisiana to 
Jefferson. 

Then, too, Mrs. Thomas Lloyd, wife of the grandson of the first 
Deputy-Governor, was born Susanna Kearny. In the next genera- 
tion Kearny’s granddaughters,—seven generations removed from 
“Lizzie” Fox who married Edmund I,—became famous women,—at 
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least held distinguished positions. For they severally became the 
wives of Thomas Wharton, Jr. and William Moore, the first Patriot 
Governors of Pennsylvania, 1776-1778, and still another granddaugh- 
ter, the wife of the last acting Governor of the Province of New 
York, Andrew Elliot, brother of the Earl of Minto, embarking with 
him at the time of the British Evacuation in 1783. Through the 
marriage of her daughter to the Earl of Cathcart she became the an- 
cestress,—and so Philip Kearny the ancestor,—of the present Earls 
of Elgin, Cathcart and Southesk and of Lord Carnegie who married a 
granddaughter of Edward VII, whose great-grandchildren thus have 
the very distinguished honor of participating in the blood of Edmund 
Kearny and Elizabeth Fox, Ireland, 1507; and so are related to most 
of the prominent families in the present glorified Penn’s Capital 
City! 

Michael’s wife died almost immediately after their marriage in 
delivering Philip, her only son, born in Philadelphia, in 1703. Her 
descendents became well known, three famous, in the persons of 
Major General Stephen Watts Kearny, Conquerer of the West, 
Kansas to the Pacific; of Commodore Lawrence Kearny, “of the 
Open Door’? and of the “Hero of the Army of the Potomac,” the | 
subject of this biography. 

Michael,® upon the death of Elizabeth, moved from Philadelphia; 
lived for a time at Hampton, Virginia, then a thriving seaport, des- 
tined some thought to be the great port of the Atlantic Seaboard in 
the South, where his brother Edmund had already established himself. 


Thence to Perth Amboy, where he had’ already married Sarah, 


daughter of Governor Lewis Morris; and through that connection, at 
once Social and Political, occupied a number of important posts in the 
Province; became Secretary and Treasurer; Clerk of the Assembly; 
Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas; and a member of the King’s 
Council; and as an almost necessary social consequence, Warden and 
Vestryman of St. Peter’s Church, the social imprimatur of the 
Colonial Capital! | | 

“Mike” had 10 children by Sarah who predeceased him: and she 
was buried in the Morris Vault in St. Ann’s Church in the Bronx, 
which recent newspaper talk would lead us to believe is to become a 
National Shrine—as identified with a distinguished family illustrated 
by a Chief Justice, Governor, Signer and a lot of other things! 


7 His Biography was published in the Fall, 1036. 

8 Thomas, with whom he owned land in New York and New Jersey, founded 
Keyport, formerly Kearny’s Port,—his house, “Kearny’s Plantation,” a famous 
landmark of Keyport. : 

® Thomas, a cousin of Edmund of Hampton, went to North Carolina, and his 
descendants are widely distributed there. 
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On Captain Michael’s tomb at ‘Irish Lott,” ?°—son of the settler— 
the gift from his grandfather, Lewis Morris, to which he returned 
after his service for Great Britain in the Revolution, is this inscrip- 
tion: “Sacred to the memory of Michael Kearny, oi his Britannic 
Majesty’s Navy. He departed this life at the Irish Lott, seat of his 
residence, on the 5th day of April, 1797, aged 71 years, 6 months, 28 
days. In the Naval Service he was a brave intrepid officer which 
secured him several marks of distinguished respect and confidence. 
In private life he united the virtues of benevolence, of hospitality and 
genial urbanity.” This inscription was copied by Cortlandt Parker 
personally and thrown in the mass of evidence at the Heads of the 
House of Lords.”4 

Philip Kearny,!? Michael’s only child by Elizabeth Brittin, became 
“eminent Lawyer,” so Lamb’s “New York,” tells us; was a member 
_of the New Jersey Assembly and was proposed by his relative, the 
Earl of Stirling —General Wm. Alexander,—for the Chief Justiceship 
of the Province to succeed Mary Kearny’s son, James Kinsey. His 
first wife, Lady Barney Dexter, born Susan Ravaud, of French 
Huguenot stock, and the widow of the sometime British Consul 
General in Philadelphia, bore him but one child, another Philip, and 
so the ancestor of the two General Kearnys. Upon her death, Philip, 
the “eminent lawyer,” married the daughter of Chief Justice Lettice 
Hooper of New Jersey, the Commodore’s ancestor. Philip, like his 
father, was warden and vestryman of St. Peter’s, dying an ardent 
Loyalist on the eve of the Revolution, 1775. Elizabeth, Philip’s 
sister, married the Loyalist, General Cortlandt Skinner, and her son 
and grandson, each bearing the name of Philip Kearny Skinner, be- 
came Lieutenant Generals in the English Army, one a member of the 
Order of the Bath. 

His son Philip inheriting his father’s Loyalist leanings, was soon 
in trouble; was arrested; and the house, which his father had built 
and he inherited in Perth Amboy, was seized by the British. Philip 
was released on his own recognizance; and at length fled to New York 
City with his wife, daughter of John Watts, Senior,—Susannah 
Watts,—and became Lieutenant Colonel of the Loyalist Militia. 

After the Revolution, Colonel Philip who had married into a great 
Property, bought the famous Kearny Homestead, now celebrated in 
Newark’s Centennial,—1786 to 1910, in Kearny ownership! “Su- 

10 Now owned—alike mansion and cemetery—by the American Legion at 
Whippany, New Jersey. 

11 The parchment according Captain Michael Kearny the Freedom of the City 
of Cork is in the possession of Mr. Schuyler Warren of New York, who is a 
nephew of Captain Michael, several generations intervening. It is enclosed in a 


beautiful silver box embossed with the Arms of the City. 
12 Philip Kearny was a pallbearer at Governor Lewis Morris’ funeral. 
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sannah” however, did not lose her father’s heritage although John 
Watts, Senior, was attainted alike in blood and property by the 
New York Legislature. For the liberal policy, zeacting in favor of 
the Loyalists after the War, allowed both her brother, John Watts, 
Jr., and herself to recover, really at a nominal value, almost all the 
vast Watts realty holdings, now owned in part after a tenure of 
nearly 200 years in lineal descent in the hands of John Watts Senior’s 
children’s children bearing the name—not Watts,—but Kearny! And 
while we are at it, let’s add to this long lineage of descent of real 
property, two other records; the “Kearny Cottage,” the Commodore’s 
birthplace, 1780-1920; and Kearny Castle, Phil. Kearny’s Country 
Place, Kearny, New Jersey, now in lineal descent for 86 years! 
Colonel Phil.’s son, also Philip, the father of the General, was born 
in New York City 1780 while in possession of the British. In 1807 
he married his father’s niece, Susan Watts, daughter of John Watts, 
Junior, and ultimately became sole owner of the Homestead after 
his brother Captain Stephen had been assigned to military duty in 
the west. 

This Philip, the General’s father, had 15 brothers and sisters, 
though his father broke tradition by marrying only once! His 
brother Stephen, the “Conqueror,” the youngest, greeted Father and 
Mother at the respective ages of 64 and 48. He, himself, had but 
two children, the General and Sister Susan who married Alexander 
Macomb the son of the Commander-in-Chief of the American Army, 
immediately preceding General Scott’s assumption of that office in 
1841. | . 

Of Philip’s vast estate in St. Lawrence County, we know; and 
of his residences in New York, where he seemed to wander around 
a good deal. Philip came to New York and entered business as 
stockbroker ; and when the stockbrokers formed the Stock Exchange, 
he took a leading part in the movement. 

These stockbrokers were accustomed to meet in the office of Samuel 
J. Beebe in the old Tontine Coffee House, a rendezvous for years 
for business men of all classes. On February 25th, 1817, took place 
an historic meeting at Beebe’s—thirteen individual brokers, and 7 
firms through their representatives attended;—-a meeting of ex- 
traordinary consequences, none more so, in the life of a great city! 

The meeting passed a resolution deciding upon the establishment of 
“The New York Stock and Exchange Board.” 

Among the men who attended the meeting of February 25th, 
organizing the Exchange, was Philip Kearny; and the rules enacted 
and the record of meetings later that year were- compiled in one 
document and known as the Constitution of 1817. This document 
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was lost and a search was made far and wide; all hope given up for 
its recovery ! 

Well, the Kearny Homestead ir! Newark held the secret! One 

day Mr. Grand d’Hauteville and Frank Sturgis, a former President 
of the Exchange “Philip had helped to found”, as Mr. E. Clarence 
Stedman writes in his Biography of the Exchange, “met and dined 
together.” Mr. d’Hauteville had married Susan Macomb, a daughter 
of the General’s sister and a granddaughter of the founder. 
' After a tenure of a century and a quarter the Kearny Homestead 
had fallen into Mr. d’Hauteville’s wife’s possession and it was to be 
taken by the State of New Jersey for the Normal School. Mrs. 
d’Hauteville goes out to the old home and looks it over; gathers 
together precious relics and behold,—but let Mr. Stedman, the 
General’s—and the Exchange’s—poetic Biographer, tell the tale: 
Mr. d’Hauteville remarked to his good friend, Frank Sturgis, that 
his wife had been sorting out a mass of papers in the Kearny Home- 
stead in Newark and had run across some old papers which Mrs. 
d’Hauteville had examined and seemed to think they might interest 
Mr. Sturgis. A few days later, the document was in Mr. Sturgis’ 
possession who to his amazement found that the document was the 
long missing Constitution of 1817! The reality of the document was 
verified. Mr. Sturgis upon the founder’s granddaughter presenting 
it to him in turn gave it to the Exchange! 

Phil.’s uncle Ravaud Kearny, a brother of General Stephen and 
three years his senior, graduated from Columbia in 1812 with a 
Bachelor and Master’s Degree, and was ordained Deacon in Kory, > 
the year Phil. helped to found the Exchange; and began his min- 
isterial career at St. Paul’s, Eastchester, now the Shrine Church of 
the Huguenots in Westchester County. 

Shraff, in his History of Westchester County, reveals Ravaud’s 
spiritual kinship with his illustrious nephew, the subject of this 
Biography; and of course Ravaud’s tiny Biography is after all a 
phase of his nephew’s: “By his fiery eloquence, Ravaud attracted 
to his church a large congregation!” 

But de Peyster always said that Kearny was Dutchman, French- 
man, Scotchman, anything but Irishman! He was at one time sure 
he was entirely English! And in proportion as his first cousin’s 
fame grew, de Peyster became more and more convinced that Phil. 
was only of the Bloods from which de Peyster himself had sprung! 
Dr. Bloom has it correctly in his New Mexican Quarterly: Philip 
Kearny was “American!” But undoubtedly the dominant strains 
in his racial make-up were just as Dr. Bloom wrote for the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico. : 

[ 38] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


And first of the Watts family of which his mother, father, grand- 
father and grandmother were members. 

The Family in Scotland was known as Watt—the “s’” having been 
added to the name by the Honorable Robert Watt, the first to estab- 
lish himself in America about 1705. In Scotland the Family was 
known as one of “distinction and affluence” taking an important part 
in public affairs and occupying “a high social position” both of itself 
and its alliances. The same characteristics distinguished it from its 


earliest appearance in America and indeed the family ranks “with 


the very foremost of the families of New York City.” 

For generations the Watt Family was “seated on an Estate named 
‘Rose Hill’ in the vicinity of Edinburgh.” Robert was born in “Rose 
Hill,” in 1680, and removed to America, about 1705, becoming a 
citizen of New York. He remained there all his life. He married 
Mary Nicoll, eldest daughter of William Nicoll—of Nicoll Manor, 
Islip, Long Island,—son of Mathias—the General’s great-great- 
great-grandfather. Her mother, Anne Van Rensselaer, daughter of | 
Jeremias Van Rensselaer,—Phil.’s great-great-great-great-grand- 
mother,—was the daughter of Maria Van Cortlandt Van Rensselaer 
who was in turn the daughter of the founder in America of the Van 
Cortlandt Family. Through her Phil. was descended from the first 
Patroon of Rensselaerwyck—resident in America. 

Mathias Nicoll was Secretary of the “Commission and Captain of 
the Forces under Colonel Richard Nichols” in the Expedition which 
took New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1664. William Nicoll, his 
son,!* was born in England in 1657. He was Phil.’s great-great-great- 
grandfather; and changed the family name to Nicoll at the same 
time that Watt was changed by Robert Watt to Watts! He was 21 
years a Member of the Assembly; 16 years successively its Speaker ; 
and a Member of the King’s Council. 

John Watts, Senior, Phil.’s great grandfather, son of Robert Watts, 
and Mary Nicoll, became a member of the Kings Council and re- 
mained a Councilman until the Revolution and was a Representative 
in the Assembly and was one of the original Trustees of the New 
York Society Library and the first President of the New York 
Hospital. 

He purchased from his brother-in-law, Chief Justice James De 
Lancey, afterwards Lieutenant Governor of the Province,—-for years 
acting Governor,—a farm of 130 acres, a large part of which General 
Phil. Kearny ultimately inherited. 

This Farm was bounded on the south by the present 21st Street; 


18 Ancestor of former Senator Cortlandt Nicoll, New York; and of the noted 
lawyer, now deceased, DeLancey Nicoll who once told this author that he was 
not a blood relation of the DeLancey family. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


on the east by the East River; on the west by Broadway and 
Bloomingdale Road; and extended northerly above what is now 
Madison Square. Watts called the place “Rose Hill” for his ances- 
tral Home in Scotland. 

A handsome mansion house arose upon an eminence at the corner 
of the present 4th Avenue and 28th Street “with a broad Avenue 
lined with graceful elms leading westerly to the Boston Post Road,” 
over eae little “Philly” went to Dr. Cogswell’s school at North- 
ampton in 1828! 

On May 4th, 1775, Mr. Watts, Senior—Loyalist—embarked with’ 
his wife on the British Ship Charlotte and sailed for England. He 
died in Wales January 2nd, 1777, and is buried in St. James, Picca- 
dilly ! 

John Watts married in 1746 the beautiful Ann De Lancey, daughter 
of Etienne,—Stephen,—De Lancey, the Founder of the De Lancey 
Family in America, sister of the Chief-Justice—Phil.’s uncle in that 
day. Again comes into Phil.’s lineage the strain of the Van Cortlandts 
for Ann De Lancey’s mother was Ann Van Cortlandt, daughter of 
Stephanus Van Cortlandt, “first Proprietor of Van Cortlandt Manor,” 
——as he was also the last! 

John Watts, Junior, was born in New York Gees in 1749. He was 
a brother-in-law of one Philip Kearny “The Colonel”, and father- 
in-law of another, the Stock Broker. He was appointed Royal 
Recorder of the City of New York and was the last to hold the 
office. He was—as we know—several times a member of the As- 
sembly and its Speaker, 1791-94; and a Member of Congress and 
Judge of Westchester County. But disgusted with politics the clos- 
ing years of his life were devoted to the establishment of the Leake 
and Watts Orphan Asylum. 

This Watts married in 1774 Jane De Lancey,—first cousin— 
granddaughter of Etienne. She in turn was a granddaughter of Lieu- 
tenant Governor Cadwallader Colden. Their daughters,—as we 
know,—one of them married Philip Kearny, the General’s father ; and 
the other daughter married Frederic de Peyster, father of John Watts. 

Through a defect in the will of Mr. George Leake the money 
devoted by its terms to the erection and support of a proposed asylum 
became the property of John Watts, Junior. It was his by undis- 
puted right. But he was one of those men “whose heart, extent of 
riches cannot narrow or degrade; and who retained amid the luxuries 
and opulence of fashionable life, noble and generous impulses.” 
From this fund Watts established the Leake & Watts Asylum. 

Thus Philip’s great-great-grandfather in three lines of descent 
was Stephen De Lancey—to whom Phil. was the nearest and fullest 
relative,—who was born in Caen, France, October 24th, 1653. A 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Huguenot, he fled France upon the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes; and came to New York, June 7th, 1686 and accumulated one 
of the largest fortunes in the Province. 

Etienne built on Broad Street in 1700 a Mansion which became 
famous as Fraunces’ Tavern, still standing, said to be the oldest 
structure in New York City. It was in the “Long Room” of this 
building, originally Philip’s great-great-grandmother’s drawing room, 
that Washington bade farewell to his officers in 1783! _ | 

In the Dictionary of American Biography an authoritative author 
epitomizes in Phil.’s Person the Persons and Properties in which he 
participated: “Philip Kearny was born to great wealth and dis- 
tinguished social position,’—and so much more of an American 
therefore, that despite these “‘frightiul handicaps” which keep most 
men off the stage of “Public Service,” Phil. served the Nation greatly ; 
“became somebody”; and no one could possibly read or interpret 
rightly his Personality as Soldier or Patriot,—as American !—with- 
out knowing the background from which he had come forth to the 
Front of the Picture. “Know ye not the Rock from which Ye are 
Hewn,” was not spoken in vain! © 

But now: “Forward March”—to the Frontier with the Dragoons. 
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CHAPTER II 


THE FRONTIER; FRENCH CAVALRY SCHOOL; 
FRENCH CONQUEST OF HER AFRICAN EMPIRE 


Wuat was the Regiment,—just another of those Army things! 
Who its Chief Officer,—What Body Military was Phil. now to in- 
corporate himself into? Was the Commanding Officer a Person,—a 
Personality,—teaching without stupid tools, his Books! Or a School- 
master needing them? And first, as being of infinitely superior sig- 
nificance, the Regiment’s Organizer and Commander in Chief, Colonel 
Stephen Watts Kearny, “SOLDIER OF THE FRONTIER”! 

The career in the West of Major General Stephen Watts Kearny, 
historically famous as Conqueror and First Governor of the territory 
in whole or part of ten great Commonwealths, and as associated with 
the West’s military movements from 1819 to 1848, was last seen 
by Phil., in imagination, at Highland School, storming the Heights 
of Queenston in the War of ’12! Thence Kearny went to Platts- 
burg Barracks, “near enough” to his brother Phil.’s St. Lawrence 
County empire, until in 1819 he marched—and sailed—overland with 
the Sixth Infantry to Council Biuff in the trans-Mississippi West, 
on the Missouri River, not far from the present Council Bluffs, a 
little north of the mouth of the Nebraska or Platte River. At twenty- 
five Stephen became an historic character by his participation in the 
Magee-Kearny expedition—an operation collateral to General Atkin- 
son’s first Yellowstone Expedition—from that point,—variously 
called Camp Missouri, Camp and Fort Atkinson, Council Bluff, Camp 
Calhoun, etc.: take your choice,—to Camp Coldwater, in the first 
military expedition, some say the first journey of white men, from 
the Nebraska-Missouri River Country to the present site of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis; at which point Kearny explored—and helped © 
select—the site of the historic Fort Snelling. Kearny’s Journal on 
this expedition is one of several of the most valuable early West 
manuscripts in the Collections of the Missouri Historical Society. 

Thence Stephen went to St. Louis and participated in another his- 
toric military journey, in 1825, in General Atkinson’s second and 
famous Yellowstone Expedition,—sometimes called the Atkinson- 
O’Fallon Expedition,—which was the historic pre-Civil War Far 
Western military journey, save Colonel Kearny’s pre-Mexican War 
Expedition of 1845 in which Phil. himself participated. 
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Thus before the age of thirty-one Stephen Kearny, whose name 
appears frequently in interesting, sometimes important, episodes on 
the Yellowstone Expedition, had written his name into the History 
of the West. And at the age of thirty-two in 1826, a fourth episode 
popularly more celebrated: Kearny first occupied and was the first 
Commander of organized troops at Jefferson Barracks! 

Then an interlude, Dry as Dust; discipline and military drill in 
the great frontier forts; followed by an epic event in the history of 
the Army; the organization of the First Dragoons; and so the estab- 
lishment practically of the West Point Cavalry Tactics and Practice © 
School at Fort Leavenworth,—a branch of the service meagrely, if 
at all, taught at West Point on the Hudson. 

Before 1833 cavalry in the then modern sense of the term had 
been unknown to the Army. The Light Dragoons of Captain George 
Watts’s day had disappeared in the reorganization of the Army after 
the War of 1812. 

In 1833 Col. Henry Dodge and Lieutenant Colonel Kearny organ- 
ized the First Dragoons at Jefferson Barracks which soon became 
the corps d’élite of the Army. The Dragoons were immediately 
pressed into service in connection with the founding or re-establish- 
ment of forts on the Frontier for the protection of White settlers; 
or to still inter-tribal Indian war cries in the Territory of the Louisi- 
ana Purchase,—now in whole or part the States of Iowa, Colorado, 


Kansas, Arkansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 


Wyoming, and the Dakotas. 

The Dragoons had accompanied General Leavenworth in 1834 
shortly after their organization in his famous Expedition towards 
the Red River and the haunts of the wild Plains-Indians; during 
which General Leavenworth died; and the burden of the withdrawal 
of the troops fell upon Lieutenant Colonel Kearny.1 After becom- 
ing their Chief Officer in 1836, Kearny founded Fort Kearny, really 
now Nebraska City; Camp Kearny on the Missouri; constructed 
Fort Des Moines where he passed the winter, re-established Fort 
Crawford, Wisconsin, and Fort Towson, Oklahoma; helped reorganize 
Fort Gibson, and each summer rode his Horsemen in exploratory 
expeditions into the Indian country, compromising controversies and 
calling councils. On one of these expeditions the Colonel marched 
his Dragoons diagonally across the whole of the present State of 
Iowa and into southern Minnesota; and about the time Phil. joined 
his regiment,’ detachments of the Biasenes were being employed as 


1 Falsely called “Disastrous”. For two years the Indian Treaty Commissioners 
had attempted to accomplish what this mission achieved: To bring the wild 
Indians to a Council. The immense loss of life from sickness did not make a 
successful mission disastrous. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


escorts in one of the greatest race-migrations in history, the transfer 
of the eastern Indians to the trans-Mississippi West; in establishing 
a chain of forts; and in assisting in the construction of military 
roads. _ 

Of these troops which Phil. joined and of their Commander it 
has been written: | 


It is true that General Dodge, a Frontiersman and. an expert 
Ranger, a gentleman and a gallant man, was the Dragoons’ first 
Colonel, and Stephen Watts Kearny its first Lieutenant Colonel. 
But the latter was the creator and soul of that, magnificent little 
body of cavalry, of which no superior or equal has ever been known 
on the American Continent. To Colonel S. \W. Kearny is due the 
organization of the first real cavalry which the country possessed 
since the general disarmament after the War of 1812. 


Such the Dragoons and their Commander with whom, and from 
whom, Phil. was to learn the cavalry game. Evidently Phil. had 
studied his military “Who’s-What !”’ | 

Kearny arrived at Fort Leavenworth in the Spring of 1837; and 
was immediately assigned by his uncle to serve under Major Sumner, 
later a famous Corps Commander of the Civil War, to act in com- 
mand of a detachment of dismounted Dragoons as escort for a band 
of Potawattomie Indians, then in emigration to the trans-Mississippi 
west under treaties of their nation with the United States. 

It was Phil.’s first military service; his first report,—and it was 
signed ; his last report was unsigned; written August 31st, 1862, in 
the darkest hour of his country’s history, the day before his death 
in battle after the horrid battle of the second Bull Run, when Phil., 
then, as Major General Philip Kearny, was “one-armed devil” to the 
Confederate Ewell,—now his companion in arms.? 

Kearny then assigned Phil. to proceed to Fort Gibson,—now 
Oklahoma—which he did as an escort to the Military Road Commis- 
sioners-—Capt. Boone, son of Daniel, and the Colonel himself,—de- 
termined to survey the route from Fort Gibson to Fort Leavenworth. 
Under special direction from the Colonel, Phil. made some “recon- 
noisances’”’ with the Commissioners during the next several weeks in 
connection with their work. While at the Fort, a Private traversed 
his path, who turned up again in the Mexican War; and again in the 
Civil, where he recruited from the Michigan regiments of Phil.’s 
Division the finest band in the Army of the Potomac. All through 
his Diary, here and there, Phil.’s name reappears, and he adopts the 
nomenclature—“Mr. Kerney’”—which Lincoln used when Phil. re- 


2See Making of a Soldier, by Hamlin; being Lieut. General Ewell’s Letters. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Ceuited his First Regiment, First Dragoons, in the Mexican War, at 
Springfield, Illinois. “Major” Elderkin draws a marvelous picture of 
tye Dragoons; and a comic of Phil.! This is “Major” Elderkin’s 
story: 


I knew General Phil. Kerney when he was a lieutenant of the 
_ Dragoons and a more courageous man never lived, but he was very 
eccentric. He loved a beautiful horse and a fine looking soldier 
above everything else on earth! He was very wealthy, and if he saw 
fm uncommon, fine appearing young soldier who kept everything neat 
and clean, he would often stop him and compliment him on his sol- 
dierly appearance, and perhaps give him several dollars in money. 
[f there was anything new in saddles or equipment which came up and 
the government was slow in adopting them, Kerney would equip his 
company with them at his own expense. 

He always had several of the finest horses, and on one occasion 
before the Mexican War we were in camp at Fort Gibson. The 
Lieutenant was slicking up his quarters and white-washing stables 
when one of the men asked him what he should white-wash? The Lieu- 
tenant replied, ‘White-wash everything, damn it!’ 

Now Lieutenant Kerney had one beautiful black horse he thought — 
everything of, and as the men had been roughly told to white- 
wash everything, they for mischief white-washed the horse. 

When Kerney came back and saw the horse, he said to his servant, 
‘Andrew, what damn fool has put that horse in here ;—what horse 
is it?? The servant finally recognizing the horse, said ‘It is your horse, 
Lieutenant.’ ‘It is no such damn thing; it is not my horse; turn him 
out!’ Strange to say this eccentric man would never have anything 
to do with or claim the horse after it had been so disgraced! 


Elderkin’s description of the Dragoons was very fine: 


The First Dragoons was the finest body of men I ever saw! Their 
uniforms were black jackets, with straight hat, from which waved 
long and beautiful black plumes. Horses the best Uncle Sam could 
provide for them. When they rode in line, wheeled and manoeuvered 
at the sound of the bugle, it was a sight to inspire any man with 
enthusiasm and pride. Lieutenant Kerney with his company charged 
into the very gates of the City of Mexico, and it was in this gallant 
charge that the lieutenant lost his arm. 


Phil. served under the Commanding Officer of the Dragoons at 
Fort Leavenworth seven months. He was now directed to join an- 
other famous soldier, destined to be his brother-in-law,—General 
Henry Atkinson of the Yellowstone Expedition, who since then had 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


won national fame as Conqueror of the great Indian Chief, “Black. 
Hawk”, in the War to which that Indian chief gave his name. 

Phil. proceeded to St. Louis 4nd then to Jefferson Barracks to 
undertake his new assignment. Two events of importance occurred 
during the eight months Phil. served on General Atkinson’s staff. In 
the first place a life-lasting and “Hero Worship” kind of friendship 
with a noble man, and great soldier.2? Then came another kind of a 
friendship. Phil. met General Atkinson’s wife’s sister, Diana Bullitt, 
one of the three “Bullitt Beauties” of Louisville, Kentucky. So bril- 
liantly did these famous women flame in the distinguished aristocratic 
society of the “Capital of the trans-Mississippi West” that eighty- 
five years afterwards,—all their loveliness fallen to dust,—the His- 
torian of Jefferson Barracks picks up their trail at the dawn of their 
glorious day. 


THE FAMOUS WOMEN OF JEFFERSON BARRACKS! 


The wife of General Atkinson, Commander of the Post for many 
years, was a daughter of Alexander,—Thomas,—Bullitt, one of the 
original settlers of Louisville, Kentucky, and the eldest of a family 
celebrated for beauty, wit, and charm of manner. Mrs. Atkinson, 
aided by her brilliant and beautiful sisters, made Jefferson Barracks 
something more than a mere military Post; and transformed it into 
a delightful home of the gay and gallant young soldiers serving their 
apprenticeship in arms. 

The Barracks were near enough to St. Louis to allow the officers 
to mingle freely in its gay and hospitable society, in which the influ- 
ence of the old French element was still predominant. The benefits 
and enjoyment of such a Society were thoroughly appreciated by the 
officers, whose commissions in those happy days of the Republic ac- 
credited them to the best society everywhere. Could anyone doubt the 
event! Phil., you’d better run; not from Aunt Mary Atkinson or 
Aunt “Lou” de Kanzow, but from Grandma Diana; she’s the most 
glorious of the lot! 


What appealed to Phil. in Diana,—of course besides “her exquisite 
loveliness’’—was the genealogical structure of the Bullitts,—a race 


$In no sketch of Atkinson’s Life is the fact noted that in 1838 he was offered 
—and declined—the Governorship of Iowa Territory. Neither Col. Kearny nor 
Atkinson had any taste for politics. They were pre-eminently the soldiers of the 
Northwestern Frontier—r819 to 1848. Atkinson died in 1842. Stephen Kearny 
in 1848. 

*This history supplied by the great kindness of Miss Stella M. Drumm is a 
manuscript history of the Barracks in Miss Drumm’s Missouri Historical So- 
ciety collections. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


singularly distinguished in the history of Kentucky; Statesmen and 
Professional men; and while “Clark had founded the City” of Louis- 
ville, a Bullitt, her great-grandfather, had surveyed it. 

Diana’s “breeding” in the “Clark Tradition” had its appeal! Di- 
ana’s grandmother was Anne Clark Gwathmey,—Mrs. Owen Gwath- 
mey,—a sister of General George Rogers Clark who had conquered 
the West in the Revolutionary War from the Alleghanies to the 
Mississippi, from the Great Lakes to the Ohio; sister also of William 
Clark of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, long Governor of Missouri 
Territory,—the most famous Brothers in American History! Uncle 
Stephen too had married Governor Clark’s step-daughter, Miss Ken- 
nerly.5 Thus Kearny felt himself drawn to the West and to the 
spirit of romance then falling as a “Shekinah” over the minds of 
eastern men. : 

General de Peyster, essentially aristocratic, makes much,—over- 
much, by a long shot,—of the aristocratic fighting bloods from which 
the Kearnys sprang; but neglects to trace Phil.’s spiritual lineage! 
The spirit of pioneerism; of invincible daring; dangerous courage; 
which traversed and conquered a continent! A spirit soon to justify 
America’s claims to the Oregon Country, founded on Diana’s family’s 
part in the Lewis and Clark Exploration of the Columbia River, 1803 
to 1805, sinking the rights of the United States deep in the past ; 
and within a decade in the conquest of the West,—by Clark’s son-in- 
law,—in the Mexican War. A rare racial synthesis embraced Phil. 
in its grip! The over-civilization—if so be,—of the boys at the 
Ufford School ;—all the boys of “his crowd” in New York,—and 
the rugged, the invincible, the “unreckoning spirit” of the West, which 
courted and embraced Danger as Friend! 

But now an event happened, arising out of a casual conversation 
on the streets of St. Louis; an event of untold significance in Kearny’s 
life! Indeed making Kearny the particular brand of soldier he be- 
came: Scientific knowledge and brilliant power to Execute; Strat- 
egist and Battle Soldier! In short, Soldier of France, Soldier of the 
United States, rolled into one! _ 

Philip had concluded—after studying the rudiments of the cavalry 
game under Uncle “Steve’—that much was needed to fill the gaps 
in Phil.’s and the Dragoons Military Education; and was determined 
to go abroad to study and report on the subject; and to practice war 
with foreign Armies, if that were possible. 


5 General John Watts Kearny, Diana’s son, died in 1933. He held Col. Jona- 
than Clark’s membership in the Society of the Cincinnati. Jonathan was George 
Rogers’ brother. Stephen Kearny was “Honorary Member” of the New York 
Society of the Cincinnati. Grant F oreman, inadvertently, doubtless, says Stephen 
married Clark’s daughter. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Major J. D.. Graham had formed a firm friendship with Phil. 
when stationed at Jefferson Barracks. These two ideal gentlemen 
had many talks on the subject of the military life, and Graham left 
for the East impressed vividly with Kearny’s ambitions for pro- 
fessional achievement and his pet plan of going abroad to study his 
profession. 

Graham remembered always a talk he had had on the streets of St. 
Louis with young Phil.; and when the opportunity offered, the thor- 
oughbred Graham told the Secretary of War of Phil.’s thought to 
study abroad. The result was that the Secretary, himself an ardent 
admirer of the French, appointed Phil. a member of the Commission 
to study Cavalry Tactics in Europe. Graham’s letter tells the story 
of the origin of this movement which resulted in the formulation of 
our Cavalry Tactics dubbed by Colonel Brackett “Facile Princeps.”’ 


Washington, May 26th, 1839. 
Dear Sir: 

I was conversing with Mr. Poinsett not long ago in reference to 
some military matters; and he told me he intended to have two of 
the graduates of the Military Academy of this year, selected for the 
Dragoon Service & sent to France for the purpose of attending the 
school of Cavalry practice & Discipline at Saumur. I recollected what 
you said to me one day as we were walking together in Saint Louis, 
that is, that you had a desire to visit Europe for the purpose of im- 
provement in your Profession, provided you could obtain a furlough 
for the purpose. I took occasion to mention this to Mr. Poinsett and 
he said if you chose to apply now, with that view, you should be in- 
dulged, and could go out with the two young gentlemen from West 
Point in July, or during the present summer.® 

Phil. had just gone to Fort Leavenworth; and the suddenness and 
startling unexpectedness of the affair which was to land Phil. in 
Africa, in a year, fighting one of the great soldiers of the Nineteenth 
Century, and aiding France to collect her Colonial Empire, is shown 
by General Atkinson’s and Col. Kearny’s orders: 


Headquarters, Western Division 
of the Army, April 3, 1839 
Lieutenant Philip Kearny, aide-de-camp and acting adjutant gen- 
eral, being desirous to join his regiment for duty in the field, will 
repair to Fort Leavenworth. . 


® Graham was not only one of the ablest soldiers our army produced; but he 
was what delighted Kearny, being Kearny, “a most charming companion and 
gentleman.” 
[ 48] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


And then on May 15th: 
wil nishobcimariag First Regiment 
First Dragoons, 
Fort Leavenworth 
Order No. 29 
Second Lieutenant Kearny is relieved from this post and will repair 
to Washington City to report in person on the Ist of July to the Hon. 
Secretary of War. 


Filled with the Service-Spirit of the two great soldiers of the West 
and of the only cavalry troop of the Army, under its Organizer and 
Leader; a command, by the testimony of private, general officer and 
youthful West Pointer—Ewell—called the finest body of troops on 
the continent, Phil. goes abroad to perfect his military education, not 
available at West Point; not in an armchair, but on the field of 
battle. And he begins his military life on the larger stage, and it be- 
gins brilliantly; new Cavalry Tactics for the Army! Himself an 
accomplished soldier! 

Kearny arrived in Washington August I, 1839; immediately re- 
ported to Secretary Joel Poinsett who told him the purpose of 
- President Van Buren’s sending the Saumurian Mission to France. 
_ The three Cavaliers were to go through the regular course of study 
at the “Royal School of Cavalry at Saumur ;’ take the two years’ 
course in one; perfect themselves in the shotiep and practice of the 
great French Cavalry service and upon their return work out a system 
of Cavalry Tactics for the Dragoons modelled on the French system 
which Poinsett thought the finest in Europe, “but so modified as to 
meet the needs of the United States Dragoons now commanded by 
your uncle, Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny.” 

August roth, 1839 Poinsett orders the Commission to proceed to 
France. Shortly the three Musketeers,—Cavaliers,—sailed from New 
York; went to London; thence to Paris. Finding the American 
Minister, Mr. Cass, on a visit to the Royal Family, then residing at 
the Royal Chateau, at Fontainebleau, the Commission presented their 
respects to him there in person. General Cass immediately presented 
these ideally representative young Americans,—the best there were 
anywhere !—at Court; and as Lieutenant Turner records in his Jour- 
nal, the King, Louis Philippe, treated them with “distinguished hos- 
pitality.” Phil. met the Duc d’Orléans and his brother, the Prince de 
Joinville, whom Phil. will meet again ;—one very soon in Africa; the 
other as a member of the Commander-in-Chief’s Staff in the Peninsula 
Campaign in the Civil War. 

The young men dined twice at the Chateau and accompanied 
“Louis” to review the troops at the Camp of Instruction. 


[49 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


On October. 8th the “Three,” as Eustis refers to them in his let- 
ters, arrived at the Cavalry School at Saumur, then as now located 
about 175 miles southwest of Paris on the left bank of the Loire. 
The Cavalry School at one time at Angers was toward the close of 
the preceding century transferred a little distance to the southwest 
of the town of Saumur. At this time the school enjoyed a high if 
not the highest reputation as an institution given to instruction in 
the cavalry arm of the service. Its graduates were distributed through 
all the cavalry regiments of the Army to diffuse through the whole 
a complete knowledge “of the Horse and Horsemanship in the 
Service of War.” Kearny’s Service School at Fort Leavenworth— 
not West Point which knew nothing about cavalry; rightly or 
wrongly that Service had lapsed—was the American parallel. 

Phil. reported to General de Braack—the Commandant—to whom 
he was immediately attracted—de Braack to him,—and was placed 
as were all the foreign officers, under the individual direction of one 
of the Instructors. In Phil.’s case Lieutenant Commander Michaud. 

Phil.’s letters revealed to the Secretary that there were two classes 
of persons studying at Saumur, “The éleves,— students of St. Cyr, 
a preparatory school for cavalry officers who after graduation come 
to this school for graduate training. The other class, officers in 
service for years who come here to study the science of their profes- 
sion”. Then he adds,—Phil.’s band in the Peninsula was, par excel- 
lence, the band of the army; played its tunes as his Division marched 
into fire: “Besides instruction of the cavalry band to be made musi- 
cians previous to being admitted into regimental bands. Then also a 
School for non-commissioned officers, the best of the privates to 
be prepared for commissioned officers; and a School for Farriers. 
Later Phil. wrote that there was a “grand stable here” and some beau- 
tiful horses; principally Arabs,—all destined for use at Saumur, and 
Phil. concludes: “I apologize for thus addressing you informally 
in the only mode for an officer communicating direct with the War 
Department”, 

But Life to Phil. was ever something larger than the military life 
which so passionately he espoused! Tolstoi has written that before 
we are Soldier, Journalist, Lawyer, Mechanic, Tradesman, etc. we 
are men—an opinion vehemently throughout his life concurred in by 
Philip Kearny. And so while at the School, he determined to give 
an entertainment,—a Ball,—which would do honor not only to Phil. 
Kearny but, infinitely more important, to Phil.’s Nation; and to 
“make some adequate return for the unusual civilities shown by the 
civil and military authorities to the three young Americans.” 

Eighty years later, Mary Kearny, a great personality—and most 
delightful of persons, and intensely loyal to her own people, Phil.’s 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


granddaughter—when present at the marriage of Mademoiselle Ber- 
nonville and Count Pierre de Galzan was saluted by the groom’s 
father. 

_ “Are you a relative of the young American Officer who served at 
Saumur in 1840? My father was then Prefect of Saumur.” Mary 
told him the relationship. Delighted at the coincidence the son of the 
former mayor showed Mary a handsome volume with a foreword in 
Phil.’s handwriting, half illegible, containing pictures of events, 1839 
to 1840, which Phil. had presented to the “Prefect” with a salutation 
of appreciation. Among these events was a scene of “Kearny’s Ball” 
and underneath it in the mayor’s hand the legend, “The most bril- 
liant affair Saumur ever had.” 

The Ball of the “rich young officer from the States” was already 
famous by anticipation. Applications were constantly received for 
invitations,—“many from a great distance” ; and Phil. to memorialize 
the event “employed an artist who was present to make a picture of 
the Ball, a copy of which he presented to General de Braack.” It 
was said of the entertainment “that it was Gothic in its style of 
magnificence unprecedented in that part of the country”. One of 
the earliest distinct recollections of the grandson of the Host was 
the original painting,—a replica—elaborate in its detail, showing in- 
dividual persons including the Host, easily recognizable, which hung 
on the walls of Phil.’s ““Bellegrove”. 

At this Ball, Phil. stood as symbol and wore the uniform of an 
American Dragoon Officer. He gloried in its effectiveness! After- 
wards he wrote that it was “as effective and imposing as any in the 
room,” although Poles, Turks, French, Sardinian, Russian, English 
and Italian officers “wore their national military uniform.” Phil. 
gave a splendid description of the uniform of which none other— 
Brackett follows Phil.’s description—has opened to a careful re- 
search; and it shows a leading characteristic of Phil. even in the 
midst of his bloodiest campaigns. His love of dress and fashion 
and the moral consequences of keeping up appearances. “It was 
double-breasted; it was a frock; but cut in a much more graceful 
fashion. The collar, cuff and turn-back bordered with lace, and 
ornamented and trimmed with gold. Pantaloons were blue-gray 
mixture; with two stripes of orange cloth up each outward seam; 
the cap such as the French term ‘shako’ with drooping plumes and 
silver and gold ornaments; gold foraging cords and tassels which 
were detached and worn over the coat and around the neck, produc- 
ing the effect of an ‘aiguillette’ and a sash of silk of a deep orange 
color’’. ‘ 

So the Dragoons of the epic golden era! Twenty years later, at 
the brink of the Civil War, Phil. who commanded exquisite English, 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


didn’t use it on this occasion; it didn’t fit the subject: “When I saw 
some of my own regiment again I was amazed. I left them a set 
of elegant gentlemen and now I come back to find them a set of 
dirty blackguards”! 

“After the Ball was over”, a headache! Philip R. Kearny, Phil.’s 
business agent, gives us a nice little epitome of the financial aspect 
of Kearny’s splurge, for we are told “he threw up his hands in 
horror, and wanted to know if the young representative of American 
munificence as he read in the Journal des Débats had completely 
lost his senses!” : 

A sample of the formal reports in his letters which Phil. sent 
Joel at this time is like this: I have refrained from sending com- 
munications to the Department which might be inaccurate in their 
conclusions. Still I have seen sufficient to be convinced that though 
the French theory of tactics is the most perfect, and their manner of 
going through a campaign the least harassing and destructive of 
the soldier, that here the study of the army stops. | 

As for the grooming and state of their horses,’ their stables, their 
quarters and anything that pertains to high discipline in garrison and 
military neatness these are everywhere here wretched in the extreme, 
——to a degree that would not be tolerated in the most slovenly com- 
pany of our whole Dragoon regiment. These points must be studied 
in England where perhaps they are carried on to excess; and in 
Germany where I believe they must be perfect. 

Kearny now felt he had spent his opportunities for academic study 
at Saumur and upon learning that the Duc d’Orléans was intending 
to launch an expedition against the Arabs in the conquest of the 
French Colonial Empire in Northern Africa, although without ex- 
plicit authority from the President, Phil. characteristically told de 
Braack of his intention to join the Expedition. 

De Braack concurred most heartily in Phil.’s plan: “You will now 
practice our teachings in battle; you will become a practiced soldier 
——not a professor!’ 8 
_ Accordingly Kearny left for Paris on the 25th of March. His 
health was very poor and he was carried to his carriage and Turner 
enters in his Diary: ‘Poor Phil.; we may see him no more; he will 
leave his bones on the African plains”! 

Upon arriving in Paris Phil. successfully set about getting him- — 
self together physically ; unsuccessfully in attempting to get authority 
from Mr. Cass to present to the French officers in Algiers to allow 


™ Grasset, French historian, counterclaims we shall see against this criticism of 
the French treatment of the horse. 

® Constantly Phil.’s letters from the battlefield refer to “would-be-battle- 
soldiers” as having been Professors! 


[52] 


" Bas 
YUSAA scTH AR > 
ao 1 asd WP sdostdind SH2 28 s'abIb is i an it! no tt 


7: Tre - we 
—- ‘Vv +>. aw = Sy 


toe 6 mote fof I .Daweins caw: ae ohn 1190 igo wo guna 
wh, TY way nal te ys 


















































so tye @ oneds but oF oad omteo I won ban ‘nsmolineg tmegsto | 
Seba bald 

ce i ¥ e * L “.* A . a 

a idl vient SH qiitt = Yorks sibaent B “qav0 enw A a Se 

letonsrit ott fo 's a sftiil sin s ay eovig snag ascrieud 
f ail au. worl od” Dict om had 10? seuige Coan 
\ lo svitetmsasngo? pane acd i denier ot batnsw bus , i . 
“stalqmoo haf aoa xr Lowanel ot mi hasy sf es eoitaih rt < 
"! e9os192 zirl ork 


Sid stovive ew sik! ni atroqe larnrwoi outs to signee AD 
} beriattet sve I : a 7 all of sntit ett te fool 
4 gebsion dotelwe ti: wan oly 02 enoitesinum 
) ist? bsoniveacs 4d at tasieMfue nsoa oved 1 hte enoieulsa09 
rece 1i9tt bris tovtteg teom: orl) at pe 5} to vroorld donerh 9 
brs gifizeeréd desol ori? myinqEnRD 8 diguondt sig" 
oi «site ott to ybuie ons oisd teri -9ibloe " : 
TIS ASIC RI MOMS 2ge70H tiont to 2 bas Scrieso oTy orl? 102 eA 
bos nozinzsy af soriqiozl rigid of § fers sti gaidrens bar e Ip 
oft t ae bonyietw sted sradweviove 918 oeort esondson me: 
yor vino anise 44 ni betersiot 2d jon bluow tad? sorgob 8. 0! i 
fz 2 tier seott 3noraigs1 cooge1 slorw ao: to ye 
e} mo bsirmw. 16 woes .qstiieq otadw basigtttar 
soetieq od geume vod) ovatied I srorhw (oso 
webeos wl eetnunted id trroq2 bed od jist won yas ; 
i aw b sv sai “$a + enistesl woqu bnis qnamse t ue 
oderA oft tenisge rroBihbeqzs ns roauat of 
site 5 .anittA, mtrediioK at stigma. isinolol dons 
4 yili ratio A josbize1T orld mot} chorine fi slip iM 
J siibsax orli Mop G2 cqorroiai ail to Aone . 
Hi a teeth ant gli tneH jzorm bermon03 dosetl ae 
wood Hr olrisd at eustidonot tua soit “3 


*'! zo2a0101q & mele 

tH eM lo dize srt so 2ineT 107 tel yrseA egnibrosa 7m 
sT I tavao cil os bsittso eaw od bas tony (rv enw ithe 

or ritid soe vormow efit 9 109" syrsiC] etrl-at erate 
\“anisig maontA orls 110 angie ain oveshe . 

-min gris? pods 192 cllate opus. iat aie ni yoiviris mogy 
us 239 03 D oo ni viluteesoouens: ; “eles nt cdenenie 


can f 


wolis of 2vislA mt ersofio donstl orl ot Snseo1g OF aes) 21h rath 
iti ei? Janicgs ona lisde ow eciniorlapos aprotic donsvd seer 
sarod oct to mittee tars’ 7 
~sliied-od-b ibe ot q9te7 bistotized or? mort erate! esidt mieset 
terdeesiond avd | 
[ se 1 x: 1 oe ; fs i 

f ) I : 


Py ‘a Wars 


ical 


' - | 4 A | . ; 7 ; i i 
2 | ’ , ay fos e ae 14 en i? Fi 
ig eee aie Ma hiuiyy ere wip) ae iy ie 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


him to accompany the expedition. In the meanwhile he set about 
a study of the French Conquest in which he hoped to participate. 

The territory of Algiers, Phil. read, which lay on the opposite 
shore of the Mediterranean less than five hundred miles from Mar- 
seilles, was said to cover about “seventy thousand square miles with 
a population of about two million.” 

The great Arab Soldier and Leader,—Abd-el-Kadir—who blocked 
the passage of the French Conquest, was an extraordinary figure in 
the astonishing contrasts which his personality presented. 

His people looked upon him as not only a military but a political 
and religious leader. “He had displayed a marvelous strength of 
will, prodigious activity, indomitable constancy,’ and military 
talent which “astonished” the most skillful of the French officers. 

In every sense of the word his people thought of Abd-el-Kadir as 
Patriot and the event proved that he was one. The last support of 
a nation destined to perish he did all that was possible to preserve it 
from ruin: “If the French Government had not sent against his 


* armies a hundred thousand soldiers he would have remained master 


of Algiers from the Coasts of the Mediterranean to the frontiers of 
Morocco.” 

But great Soldier and fierce warrior, the Arab chief was not a 
man of cruel or ferocious appearance. On the contrary by a strange 
contrast between looks and acts he had a delicate, almost effeminate 
air. A contemporary French portrait lets us see that his features 
were almost mild; his hands white and small “like those of a girl.” 
He had a small beard; his step was slow and calm; his frail body 
seemed incapable of supporting the least fatigue. “When a stranger 
speaks to him, he listens with downcast eyes fingering his necklace; 
moves his lips as if mumbling the words of a prayer.” But General 
de Peyster’s portrait in its emphasis on the sheer womanly beauty of 
Abd-el-Kadir was far more fascinating: de Peyster had ample op- 
portunities of judging him. He was introduced to him in 1851; had 
rooms adjacent to him in the same hotel at Marseilles and saw him 
again in 1852 at Avignon. At that time he was about forty-seven 
years of age. 

“No portrait begins to do justice to his beauty! Very few women 
could surpass him in the delicacy and regularity of his features. 
Select the handsomest portrait ever exhibited of the Arab chieftain 
and it falls far short of the Arab in the prime of his manhood; 
Since no portrait could possibly give any idea of the gentle expres- 
sion of his eyes and countenance in repose and of his fire when 
aroused.” 

In 1830 when the French first invaded Algiers with the intention 
of establishing a Colonial Empire, Abd-el-Kadir was in a subordinate 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


rank. But on the arrival of the French he began to acquire conse- 
quence with the Arabs. He traversed the villages, preaching a 
Crusade against the Christian infidel, and everywhere inciting in- 
surrection. Cool and adroit, he surprised the enemy, without him- 
self being taken off his guard: and his companions in arms regarded 
him as a Messenger from God! 

At this time, 1830-35, the French government was not settled as 
to what course to pursue. Many statesmen thought the best way 
was merely to guard the coast and leave the interior to the Arabs— 
the so-called “restricted occupation’; and adopting this policy, the 
famous Peace of Tafra was signed. Interpreting the Peace as a con- 
quest of the Military spirit of France, Abd-el-Kadir consolidated 
his Empire and fired to frenzied zeal, patriotic and religious, the 
spirit of his people. The French deliberately broke the blundering » 
Convention ; determined to conquer the interior; and sent against the 
illustrious Arab a vast army and her most famous Captains. It was 
at this juncture that Phil. appeared on the scene. 

Such the foe, such the military objectives, which Kearny learned 
about as he lay building up his broken health for the campaign in 
which he now bent every energy to participate. | 

Kearny wrote Mr. Poinsett from Paris on April 2oth, 1840 that 
he had left Saumur to carry out the object proposed to the Secretary 
when “I came abroad” to make himself acquainted with the practice 
of cavalry regiments in the French and other services. “The present 
spring campaign”, wrote Kearny, “under Marshal Vallée and the 
Duc d’Orléans has presented an occasion which I am anxious to 
improve. . . . Incidentally and unofficially I heard that you make no 
objections to my plans. Were this campaign a thing I could see 
some months later, I would be better satisfied in waiting till I hear 
from you explicitly and until my health which has been extremely 
delicate was in greater measure restored to me. But that cannot be, 
as after the middle of June all active operations will cease and do 
not recommence until the Fall. I left Saumur the 25th of March 
since which time ill health has obliged me to remain at this place.” 

Phil. arrives at Algiers on May 7th; only to find that the Expedi- 
tion had already departed and he immediately delivered his letters 
to the commanding officer at Algiers and accompanied his letters to 
General Schramm with one of his own in which he spoke of his 
“ambitions to observe the practical working of the regiments in the 
field.” In reference to his own authority he observed, “Still as our 
ambassador has no positive instructions from our government to 
prefer this request to the French government he considered that 
these letters addressed to you and General Rumigney would be suffi- 
cient”. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Phil. then appealed to the American Consul, to use his influence; 
and through his instrumentality the Ambassador’s letters were for- 
warded by special express to Marshal Vallée; and so Kearny sits 
down to a siege of the French High Command! 

In the meantime Phil. visited the forts and fortified camps, and 
upon the arrival of “General Corbin,” Commandant of the District 
of Algiers, he was told that a splendid thing to do was to get an 
idea “of garrison service in time of war.’ He visited the celebrated 
camp of “Douera” where he reported to Mr. Poinsett there were 
“barracks for 5,000 men and 2,000 cavalry... .I1 minutely ex- 
amined its works; the disposition of its defenders; the plans of the 
stables, the duties of the guards; the wakefulness of the pickets; its 
advance posts; the mode of communicating intelligence from the 
distant videttes, points of lookout, &c, &c.” 

It soon became plain that the main expedition was not available; 
but he did join the expedition in a minor key; a provisioning party 
was being sent out; and he received permission to accompany 
it. The party set out on May iIoth with about two thousand men 
conveying provisions to the Farm de Moussaiah; marched to Bou- 
farick and next day reached its destination ; which undoubtedly marks 
an historic minor event in Phil.’s history! Phil. received his baptism 
of fire under the French in Algiers! 

Kearny reports “on the 20th of May we set out on our return. 
We were under arms at early daybreak. We were attacked by a 
body of Arabs on two occasions; but the shooting was very slight 
and one mountain howitzer scattered the main body right and left.” 

It was on this collateral expedition that Phil. saw an apparition 
apparently, which meant that his dreams would come true. On the 
summit of a hill he beheld a cloud of dust which he was told was 
a “convoy from Marshal Vallée’s main army” to carry forward the 
provisions ‘‘we have just brought forward. But to the very great 
surprise of all, the following day it was ascertained that it was the 
whole army itself unexpectedly returning!’ Then Phil. romances: 
“Thus I had been unexpectedly initiated into service! Just to think 
I marched on foot entirely; one day thirty-nine miles of forced 
marching !” 

The Prince de Joinville, and the Comte de Paris, brother and son 
respectively of the Duc d’Orléans now serving with this expedition, 
—and the Comte de Trobriand and General Grasset, four authoritative 
French military historians, chronicle that Kearny served under the 
Duc d’Orléans in this Campaign. Kearny’s words now reveal for 
the first time that this was so but only “constructively” and not with 
the main army or under the Duc’s immediate command; and then 
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The original of this beautifully colored picture by Charles Le Blanc was acquired 
by Lieutenant Kearny at Saumur where it was created. “General Kearny rode up 
to my tent at the second Battle of Bull Run. He was a striking, fine, soldierly 
figure, one-armed, much as we might expect a French General to look.” Carl Schurz. 
“Kearny had all the air of a Chasseur d’Afrique of the Second Empire.” Grasset, 
French Historian. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


these Frenchmen say Phil. then received the Decoration of the Legion 
of Honor; but the facts are a little different. 

Kearny who had dined, as we Know, with de Joinville and the Duc 
at the Royal Chateau at Fontainebleau as guest of the French King, 
now renewed his acquaintance with the Duc who commanded a 
division in Marshal Vallée’s Army. Kearny tells us he was guest 
of the Duc at a banquet given before his departure from Algiers, 
who did not go on “Kearny’s expedition” which was to start in one 
week. It was then that the Duc d’Orléans tendered Kearny the 
decoration of the Legion of Honor which these French writers refer 
to. But Phil., obedient to the then narrowly interpreted constitu- 
tional restraint upon officers accepting foreign titles and the like, 
felt forced to decline the proffered honor which he was later to re- 
ceive when serving with Napoleon in the Cavalry Division of the 
Imperial Guard at the Battle of Solferino. 

About the Duc Kearny had this to say: The Duke had volunteered 
for the campaign with the usual bravery and gallantry of all that 
family; more, however, as a means of popularity with the French 
people. His real service in Africa, however, must not be exaggerated. 
The Duke commanded a Division and fought it bravely, and the 
Duke d’Aumale—his brother—then twenty years of age, acted as his 
aide. But Marshal Vallée was much opposed to their serving with 
him; and all allowed that their presence was detrimental, as not act- 
ing subservient to the plans of the commanding general but causing 
all the army to act in relation to them, watching to secure their safety. 

A week after the return of the first expedition, the second expedi- 
tion set out. It was vulgarly reported,—so Kearny said,—that on 
the day of the departure of the expedition Marshal Vallée forbade 
a steamer to land for fear that she might bring authority for his 
withdrawal from command. A cry of disgust at the futility of the 
first expedition was the cause of his action. 

The troops which Kearny now joined, the Chasseurs d’A frique, 
he knew well from Saumur. They were the crack Cavalry soldiers— 
the crack Soldiers !—the Corps d’élite of the entire French Service. 

The Chasseurs were the vanguard of the operations which signal- 
ized the French Conquest. Mounted on horses of native races, 
“supple, skillful, nervous, bold, indefatigable, from four feet five 
inches to four feet seven inches in height they could go from fifteen 
to twenty leagues, always at a trot or gallop without resting and 
without unbridling.” 

No obstacle stopped the Chasseurs: nothing impeded their columns: 
“A little corn for the horse, a little rice for the Chasseur; these 
are the only provisions for the route. They go on, on; as soon as 
they perceive the enemy, they spring forward; for to them an enemy 
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seen is an enemy gained, overthrown, destroyed! The habit of con- 
quest has rendered them invincible! The Arabs who have felt in 
a hundred ‘rencontres’ the terrible qualities of our Chasseurs, their 
strength and agility, their bravery in action, and still more their 
generosity after victory, have named them the ‘Lions of the Desert’ ”’.® 

Such the troops, Kearny’s companions on this campaign, teaching 
Kearny in his formative youth how to wage war. Colonel Changar- 
nier cominanded the “Third Light” infantry on this expedition. 
Later we shall see Kearny deaf to the Recall on the ramparts of 
Mexico City. Did he then hear across the Atlantic Changarnier’s 
words ordering his men to the assault? And selecting his own special 
command from those composing his column, Changarnier pointed 
to the fortified position: “Men, Charge! and when you hear the 
Recall remember it is not for you!” How well Phil. learned the 
Military Spirit of France! 

Phil. writes “that the Princes left on the 24th of May ;—the 
Duc d’Orléans having been limited by the French authorities before 
he left Paris for his service in Africa. The heat of the advancing 
season,—no troops having been kept in the field as late as June,— 
seemed to foreclose any further movement. But the Marshal saw 
how little he had accomplished with the means placed at his disposi- 
tion which would not justify him with King and people; and the 
disgust openly shown at Algiers by citizens and military alike was but 
a precursor of the agitation that would burst forth at home. And 
so Marshal Vallée determined on the second expedition which ac- 
cordingly opened on the 1st day of June.” Now for Phil.’s own 
account-—his “Journal” of the Conquest of the French Colonial 
Empire—one of the three accounts written from day to day by an 
eyewitness and the only such account written by a person not a 
Frenchman of a Colonial Conquest ultimately extending to substan- 
tially one-half of the African Continent! 


® General Castellane. 
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CHAPTER III 


PHIL.’S JOURNAL; AND CAVALRY TACT TCS AIDE TO 
TWO COMMANDING GENERALS 
(A CHASSEUR-DRAGOON’S JOURNAL OF THE FRENCH 
CONQUEST OF HER COLONIAL EMPIRE) 


By Puitie Kearny, Major GENERAL, Unitep States ARMY 


I was attached to the 1st Chasseurs d’Afrique under Colonel Pays 
de Bojolli, commanded by the veteran Captain Assena, an old im- 
perial officer of cavalry. 

One of the Chefs d’Escadron, Commandant Morris. was dis- 
tinguished from having, in a mélée which took place whilst acting 
with his squadron as skirmishers, personally grappled with three 
Arabs, two of whom he killed ; the third, however, a Wiry, powerful 
man, had succeeded in prostrating the Commandant and might have 
killed him, as Morris’s sword had been broken, but for the chas- 
seurs, who galloped to the rescue. 7 

On Monday, the 1st of June, the troops were put in motion and 
concentrated at Bouffarick and Blida, the days of the 2d, 3d and 4th. 

The Chasseurs d’Afrique were mounted on Arab horses about 
fourteen hands to fourteen and a half high, bony, and generally ewe- 
necked, being the barb horse, not the Arab breed of the desert, but 
nearly equally valuable in his great qualities of endurance. 

June 5th.—Reveille sounded at half past four o’clock, but we did 
not commence our march until about seven o’clock, having thus had 
time to breakfast comfortably. 

The march of the army continued in the plain of the Metidjah, its 
direction westerly, and as if its bearing was to Cherchell. 

Towards the afternoon, by a change of direction in the march, we 
turned towards the left, and entered at once into a region unknown 
to the French, and soon commenced winding among the gorges of 
the mountains, which were to lead us across to the plains of the 
Cheliff, and its capital city, Milianah, the object of our expedition. 

June 6th.—At an early hour the next morning we were under arms. 
We now entered in earnest amongst the mountains, now scaling diffi- 


1 Under whom Phil. served twenty years later against the Austrians in Napo- 
leon’s Cavalry Division of the Imperial Guard. 
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cult heights, now following narrow ridges, and then again plunging 
down fearful precipices into some isolated valley. 

June 7th—The march of the 7th of June was much the same as 
that of the preceding day. 

The heat was terrific, reflected as the sun was from the burning 
soil; and not a hundred yards could be passed over without seeing 
some unhappy wretch rolling in convulsions on the ground, or crying 
like a child in the demoralization of a violent brain fever. War is 
a theatre of contrasts, and one, a foreigner like myself could not but 
be struck with it; exhibiting in the same moment with the preceding 
scene of misery, the gay vivandiére of each regiment, who, flauntingly 
dressed in the manly uniform coat of some regiment, with the skirts 
of her own sex, protected by a broad sombrero, would jauntily march 
by with her loaded mule, the pride and solicitude of her whole corps. 

The engagements were not many today, but groups of Arabs were 
seen every here and there, as if watching with dismay the swell of 
war rolling in the direction of their proud city. 

A cry of unbounded enthusiasm burst from the troops, as for the 
first time they beheld that unknown region, the long talked of object 
of French wishes, the end and destination of our campaign—the seat 
of Milianah. 

June 8th—The gray dawn had no sooner cleared away before 
we were in full march... . 

There the city was before us, perched on a plateau that jutted from 
the side of a mountain, that arose perpendicularly behind it. The 
smoke now curled high up in wreaths, while the lurid glare of the 
fire shone at every crevice, or burst forth forking from the roofs. 

The city was enveloped in flames, their own act! But an Arab was 
never known to yield a mountain retreat without bloodshed, and a 
right to avenge! 

Measures were therefore instantly taken. The principal part of 
the infantry, formed into two heavy columns of attack, were marched 
over heights to the right and left of the gorge, whilst another por- 
tion was left at its mouth, to repel the Arabs who had molested our 
rear-guard. 

Nothing could have been more beautiful than the advance of the 
infantry; the right column directed its course about half a mile or 
more to the right, attacking the town directly in front! 

The colonel’s orders, in the plan of the battle, had been to advance, 
and, forming upon the plateau, charge to the right or left, as might 
suit the occasion, to cut off the retreat of the Arabs. I belonged to 
the 4th squadron, but at the moment of advance, and by somewhat 
bolder riding, and knowing my powerful gray, I had placed myself 
close to the colonel at the head. 
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But to our great chagrin, when we arrived and formed up, though 
firing was going on within less than a quarter of a mile from us, the 
ground was such as to preclude the utter possibility of cavalry move- 
ments. ) | 

June 9th, roth, and 11th—-We soon entered the city and the ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh were spent at Milianah, and afforded us the op- 
portunity of examining an Arab town in its true original state. As 
the graveyard in which the 1st chasseurs were encamped was just out- 
side the town, several of us, after seeing our horses tended to, 
strolled into the city. 

An important and interesting fact was now discovered, hitherto 
unknown, that Milianah had been formerly the site of a Roman town. 

The bazaar, or thoroughfare of merchants, is a sight peculiar to 
the thickly peopled cities of Africa and the East. Some shops are 
those of tobacco merchants, where are pipes of all forms and ma- 
terials, with stems from the rich velvet covered wood with amber 
mouth pieces, or the flexible silken hookar, to the plain cherry with 
its bark left on. These again differ in variety and size from those 
of six inches to six feet. The bowls are generally stone, or a peculiar 
red clay, or of a hard wood, gilt and lined with some metal, the 
generality of the common pipes resembling much our Indian ones. 

Never were there happier days than passed during our halt at 
Milianah! Though we had but our one kindly shading tree, we be- 
held around and near us the cypress and myrtle, and felt its romance. 
The long twilight of summer was enhanced by the continued music of 
the splendid band of the “Legion Esirangére,”—Foreign Legion— 
which played till a late hour of night; and certainly some of the rich- 
est strains of music I ever listened to were here, in the far interior 
of Africa! 

June 12th——On leaving the defile of Milianah and returning once 
more into the plain, we found the army of Abd-el-Kadir, its num- 
bers making some seven thousand. A skirmishing soon took place, 
but was confined to the rear-guard. 

The day was deadly hot, no water was on the line of march, and 
the suffering of the army was extreme. The whole plain, from the 
troops firing the grain, farm-houses, and villages, where they passed, 
had the appearance of a burning prairie of the Far West in America. 

June 14th.—This day we were less molested. I was more par- 
ticularly than on any other day struck with the want of management 
of the French with their horses. They never dismounted whilst 
ascending the steep hills. 

So, too, we would move on, perhaps only some hundred yards, and 
halt, remaining mounted perhaps ten or fifteen minutes, before or- 
dered to dismount; the signal for the advance or halt being sounded 
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by the trumpets attached to the general staff. In our cavalry regi- 
ments horses would have been saved to the utmost; but the French 
are deficient in this purely national innate love of the horse, God’s 
noblest work after man. 

This night we encamped at the “Bois d’Oliviers,’ wood of olives, 
a beautiful grove, nearly a mile long, and half as wide, at the foot of 
the Col de Teneah. 

When within half a league we found signs of what we were to 
expect on the morrow, by seeing drawn out below us, on a plateau 
to the left, at the foot of the mountain, the whole body of Abd-el- 
Kadir’s infantry! 

The regiment encamped as usual, but from the proximity of the 
foe, in a country where he could act, and where he had shown him- 
self thus in force, guards were doubled and on the alert with increased 
vigilance. At dusk, private orders had been borne to all the officers 
to be in readiness with the rest of the army by twelve o’clock. At 
midnight, June 15th, accordingly the whole camp was noiselessly got 
under arms. Regiments of infantry stole up the heights, and occu- 
pied the passes and commanding points. At two o’clock the cavalry 
was in the saddle, and commenced ascending the height by the narrow 
and difficult path; and as our movement had by this time become 
known to the Arabs, orders from the rear were forwarded by mouth 
from man to man, for the head of the column to quicken the pace. 

A skirmish in the wood, which had commenced by a light firing, 
had now thickened into a serious affair: it gradually extended on the 
right and left of it, and by 5 o’clock a.m., the line of fight extended 
in a semi-circle for near half a league, and the while the dismounted 
cavalry on the plateau were felt,—but not warmly,—by the Kabyles 
with the Arab infantry. 

Indeed, the fight itself, though fought by the Bedouins dismounted, 
by the Arab infantry, and the mountaineers or Kabyles, owed its 
pertinacity to the unflinching courage and native skill of these latter. 

The Arabs had moved around in great force and attacked the 
“Bots d’Oliviers”’ on all points, and it was, though not in our view, 
sufficiently evident to us, from seeing the artillery throwing their 
shells heavily and constantly into the ravines skirting the sides at the 
bottom of our part of the mountain, that a large body of the enemy 
must be there in waiting : but it was not until after six, and near seven 
o'clock, that we were fully aware of the real numbers that were 
there. 

At this moment, a large column of about one thousand of Abd-el- 
Kadir’s regulars, at quick step, and aligned in the most perfect order, 
left their place of cover, and advanced desperately up the sides of the 
“Plateau de la Mine de Cuivre,’ and dauntlessly drove from their 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


position the “‘Tirailleurs de Vincennes,” who occupied a narrow ledge 
crowning the plateau, and threw them back on their reserves. 

By the aid of our glasses, it was easy to distinguish individual 
combats, as the ‘Tirailleurs,” having been rallied and reinforced, 
charged in turn to regain their lost ground. They were a second 
time forced back; until, by a last desperate charge, precipitating them- 
selves on the Arabs, they finally possessed themselves of the point in 
contest, the veritable key of the whole battle-ground. 

The loss of the Arabs was tremendous, and they retired in con- 
fusion, throwing themselves into the underwood of the adjoining 
ravines. This had been the crisis of the fight. 

The whole army was concentrated on the summit of the moun- 
tain, late in the afternoon. The table land on the peak of the. 
Teneah, could not have been more than a couple of acres. It was 
soon literally choked up with wounded. Continued screams arose 
from the hospital-tents, where they were performing the amputations. 
Ghastly were the countenances of the badly wounded, propped up on 
the bare ground, exposed to the searching wind of the summit! 

The scene was an unusual one, even amidst war. However, at such 
times it often happens that association endows some incidents with 
a preponderating influence. For me, it was connected with the 
“Tirailleurs de Vincennes.” Since arriving in France, I had seen 
them in far varied situations. F irstly, at the camp of Fontainebleau, 
as one of the three American officers invited to Louis Philippe’s suite. 
And now, at this moment, a detail, in those dark uniforms, came 
silently to that heap of slain. They sought there their leader; the 
third that had fallen since we met at Fontainebleau. I will remember 
the stalwart corpse, as the bugles sounded a few notes, it was borne 
off in solemn silence to its mountain grave. The army said that in 
him, they had lost a “beau Sabreur.” 

In relation to this affair of the Col de Teneah, the Marsha! was by 
some very much blamed for not having followed up the repulse of 
the enemy after their attack on the plateau “de la mine de cuivre.” 

June 2oth—By an easy march, this day we arrived at Medeah. 
Numerous Moorish country-seats are studded around, universally ac- 
companied by that chief charm of Moorish civilization, a sweet 
garden spot. How far the Easterns excel us in that respect! With 
them, none so poor, none so rich, but what his first care is to turn 
the immediate spot around him into a paradise of a garden! 

There is here one of the finest of Moorish aqueducts, of some 
miles length, nearly as grand as the Roman must have been, but 
more pleasing to the eye from its lighter and more picturesque Sara- 
cen arch. 

June 25th—The next day we continued the same route, the one 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


we had passed in coming, with occasional sharp encounters, and en- 
camped at the Fountains. Once or twice during the day, the Arabs 
charged and entered the line of skirmishers, butting them down with 
their yatagans, and receiving bayonet wounds in exchange. 

In our march, as usual, the column destroyed villages and crops, 
wherever they passed. | 

June 26th—We were on march again at 2 o’clock in the morning, 
and encamped amidst our old bowers in the Bois d’Oliviers at 6 
o'clock. There was some firing towards the close of the march, and 
the Arabs were discovered to the left, but not in very large numbers. 

June 27th—At mid-day we commenced defiling on Moussaiah, 
where we arrived towards sun-down. 

June 28th.—The day following, the 28th, General Blancford was 
sent with the cavalry to Blidah. | 

No sooner had we arrived at Blidah than an order was received 
to march on to Bouffarick and to order the Hussar and Chasseur 
Squadrons to replace us. This was a most kindly order for our 
horses were literally worn out! The French Army returned to 
Medeah and entered Algiers on the 5th of July after destroying 
by a “raziah” the villages of several tribes. We arrived at Bouffarick 
that day. Next day the Colonel, myself, and several officers pro- 
ceeded to and arrived at Algiers.? 

Kearny won high praise from the French for his services on their 
campaign ; from the Prince de Joinville, brother of the Duc d’Orléans ; 
from the Duc’s son, the Comte de Paris; from Brevet Major General 
Regis Comte de Trobriand ;——all Phil.’s companions in the Peninsula 
campaign; and a glowing tribute from a leading French Historian of 
the Civil War, Ernest Grasset,—the latter most typical of the 
manifold pictures drawn by Frenchmen. 


KEARNY: SOLDIER OF THE ALGERIAN CAMPAIGN 
By A Frencu OFFicer®* 


Kearny spent two years in the West with the Dragoons. The 
American Cavalryman, excellent for Indian warfare, is narrowed by 
reason of his peculiar service in the West and gets a little out of 


?This Journal of Philip Kearny’s, in manuscript form, was printed in 1844 
privately ; and copy is in the author’s possession. It consists of 25,000 words and 
contains a summary statement of the events leading up to the campaign in which 
he participated. The great soldiers of the conquest figure charmingly in its pages 
—Changarnier; DuVivier; Assena; Bourjolli; Blancford; Schramm; and innu- 
merable lesser lights but fascinating in the context of circumstances in which 
Kearny places their heroic deeds. 

*Ernest Grasset, in his War of the Secession ; in French. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


touch with the manner of Regular Troops. A dominant quality, 
however, distinguishes him which joined to the natural bravery of 
the “Yankee” is invaluable in that Service. They love their horses 
and care for them admirably! In the vast spaces of the West man 
has need of a horse! Also the Dragoon cares for his horse exactly 
as for his cartridges. This solicitude is carried to excess and 
derogates from the brilliant qualities of the ‘Cavalier’; a solicitude 
which oftentimes resembles rather ‘un marchand de cerises’,—a 
vendor of cherries,—than a Soldier on Horseback. 

To correct this fault with which the national pride was suffering, 
it was determined to study foreign Armies, and to send a Commission 
of Officers to Saumur who, after having followed the Cavalry 
course, would return to service as Instructors. Kearny became a 
part of the Mission where his solidité de Gaucho and his natural 
aptitude for l’hippattrique was highly appreciated. He went forth 
an accomplished Soldier, and with a taste of the French Army. 

Kearny fought in Africa; the American officer wished to pay sa 
dette a la France by making a campaign as her soldier! He was 
attached to the état-major of Marshal Vallée and gave proof de la 
plus éclatante bravoure—of the most brilliant bravery ... and it 
was remarked that the grand soldat allait au feu comme a la parade, 
sourire aux livres,—the great soldier went under fire as on parade, 
a smile on his lips,—as determined as if he were defending his 
native soil! When he quit our flag, recalled by his Government, he 
bore away testimonies of esteem les plus flatteurs; and left behind 
him amities eprouvées,—proved friendships. 

He was greatly hailed in his own Country where he remained till 
the Mexican War, at which time began the legendary period of his 
career. 


Comte de Trobriand who undoubtedly regarded him as the great 
Soldier of the Civil War up to the time of Kearny’s death, wrote in 
his “Four Years with the Army of the Potomac”: Sent on a mission 
to France to study especially the organization of the cavalry, instead 
of contenting himself with the information given him by the War 
Department, and with the study of regiments in the Paris garrison 
Kearny courageously subjected himself to all the exercises of the 
School at Saumur where he passed one year. He afterwards visited 
Algiers where he accompanied the Duke of Orléans as honorary 
aide during the campaign. He obtained then the only distinction in 
his power to obtain, the Cross of the Legion of Honor. He after- 
wards was offered command in the French service of the Foreign 
Legion; but he preferred to return to America. 

Kearny’s Personal Report to Secretary Poinsett was sent in 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


duplicate to his uncle at Fort Leavenworth, and a copy—an original 
—not in the War Department,—in Kearny’s own handwriting, is in 
this author’s possession. | f 

This report of Phil.’s, a very long and interesting one of ten thousand 
words, covering the entire territory over which the cavalry officer has to 
pass in his studies at Saumur, illustrated by particular instances on 
the fields of the African campaign, presages the spirit which Phil. 
brought into the American army, which time and time again at his 
death the World said would never be reincarnated ;* and paragraphs 
in his Report reveal his essential “genius” as Soldier. 


KEARNY’S “STUDIES” IN THE FRENCH ARMY 


In Europe what a proud distinction to belong to the Cavalry! For 
it is in this Arm alone that the Officer heads his men and actually 
combats with his good right arm; renewing amidst the tameness of 
modern warfare the spirit of ancient chivalry. The French gov- 
ernment selects the most showy and efficient men for the Regiments 
of Horse. . . . Kearny then described the several classes of Cavalry 
Regiments, and speaking of the Cavalry Reserve: but sheltered 
under some chance mound they wait for that decisive moment in 
men’s affairs, particularly when battling, a moment known and felt 
by the Commander, when fresh and undaunted with the determina- 
tion of men and the fury of a torrent, they rush forward to a shock 
that is to retrieve the lost fortunes of the day, or overwhelm in perdi- 
tion a wavering foe. Mark this for identification in the classic 
“Charge of a Dashing Dragoon; Philip Kearny, the Murat of the 
American Army!” 

Of another branch of the cavalry service, Phil. writes:—In 
ubiquity, they must rival the Tartars; in watchfulness have the eyes 
of Argus; in courage, their Croatian prototypes! They reconnoitre, 
they forage, they head the advance, they ambuscade, they skirmish, 
make forced marches by day, and bivouack saddled the livelong 
night! | 

““Chacun a son gout!’” Phil. concludes: “But the World at first 
glimpse would say that one’s ‘gout’ must be very bad to like all this. 
Yet this to young men is the favorite column of the cavalry and 
naturally it is so for, ete.”... 

Major General de Trobriand’s reference to the selection of Kearny 
to command the Foreign Legion developed a serious temptation. 
For a time he considered its acceptance. No service, not even the 

*In Battles of Leaders of the Civil War, a distinguished soldier writing of the 


Battle of Second Bull Run and of Kearny’s death, declares that no soldier had 
appeared in any army at home or abroad like Phil. Kearny. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Chasseurs, offered such opportunity to develop a gift of handling 
men or to feel “the joy of the human side of my profession.” The 
personnel of the Legion had ‘“‘dropped from nobody knows where”’. 
After leading lives of adventure and wandering, men were wont to 
come and “seek rest by running wild” in Africa. A large number 
of them were well born, well bred, but “wild dogs and the repro- 
bates of all Europe.” Having saved courage from the waste of their 
folly they came and asked for protection against themselves with the 
French Flag under a feigned name. Accordingly when a Family 
had sought in vain for some lost member; when all the Police of the 
World were nonplussed; there still remained one hope: ‘‘Write to 
the colonel of the Foreign Legion; he will almost always give you 
what you seek!’”’ An iron hand was necessary to bend into the same 
shape such heterogeneous elements! 

Undoubtedly it was a temptation to Phil. to practice warfare with 
these soldiers! 

Twelve years later de Peyster went to Africa and while at Ane 
standing on one of the fortifications a French officer approached him 
quizzically: “Did you not serve in the Chasseurs d’Afrique?” “No, 
I arrived here but yesterday.” ‘This is strange. I thought you were 
an American officer who served with my Regiment”! “And your 
Regiment?” de Peyster inquired. “The First Regiment, Chasseurs 
d'Afrique.” De Peyster immediately revealed his relationship. With 
great warmth the French officer rejoined, “Kearny was a very brave 
man. I have often seen him charging the Arabs with his sword in 
one hand, his pistol in the other, and his reins in his teeth”! 

Phil. returned to the United States in 1840; spent two months 
in conference with Mr. Poinsett and his fellow Commissioners in 
preparing their report,—himself submitting a supplementary report 
already read which he named: “Applied Cavalry Tactics Illustrated 
in a French Campaign;’’ and to Phil.’s delight one of the last acts 
of Poinsett’s Administration was his imprimatur on their labors! 

The Cavalry Tactics published by the order of the War Depart- 
ment bearing date the roth day of February 1841—three weeks be- 
fore the close of Mr. Poinsett’s term of office—-became the accepted 
Dragoon Practice in the United States! 

Brackett in his classic “History of the United States Cavalry” 
writes: The System of Cavalry Tactics adapted to the organization 
of the Dragoons was authorized by Mr. Poinsett February roth, 1841. 
It is mainly a translation of the Tactics of the French Service, and 
has not yet been improved upon, though several attempts have been 
made which all proved failures. I believe almost onery Cavalry 
Officer of experience considers the tactics of 1841 as far * ‘superior 
to anything which has yet been introduced into our service.” Kearny 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


had founded himself in the History of the Army, in the Honeymoon 
of his military life! 


But Africa is now behind us; and from October 1840 to April 
1841 Phil. was on duty—principally—at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsyl- 
vania, where he served in routine duty. Then General Alexander 
Macomb, Commander in Chief of the Army, whose son Alexander-—— 
we know—married Phil.’s sister Susan, called Phil. to Washington 
to serve on his staff and as aide. wk. 

Unfortunately Macomb’s death soon followed which was a signal 
for much talk about abolishing his job. The succession to his office 
was between two persons—ancient rivals—equally admired by Bil. 
General Scott and General Gaines. An editorial in the Herald for 
June 30th, 1841—twenty-one years before a famous date in Phil.’s 
life—strikes upon a singular coincidence in recording the death of 
General Macomb: 

“Tt is a singular fact that General Macomb who commanded the 
troops at the burial services of President Harrison should have been 
the first distinguished functionary under the General to follow him 
to the tomb. On the day when the remains of President Harrison 
left in the care of an escort the Commanding General of the army 
died.” 

Phil. was not at the funeral; knew nothing of his death—or the 
loss of his job!—for days afterwards; indeed spent the eve of his 
death in the milk-white arms of Diana Bullitt! Phil. had obtained 
from General Macomb the last formal document signed by him, 
—indefinite leave of absence! Kearny visited Louisville, Kentucky ; 
stopped at the Galt House; met there Thomas Bullitt and his Lady; 
and Diana Moore Bullitt, their daughter, and the young lieutenant 
were married on June 24th. Where “Phil.” and “Die” spent their 
honeymoon fancy only may imagine; but it is known that he was at 
the Van Buren house at Gouverneur,—and rumor had them at the 
Kearny Homestead. 

Phil. was immediately appointed by General Scott who became 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army on his staff. Phil. and Diana 
took a house in Washington which Phil. leased; then bought. It was 
very comfortable indeed and very apt for their social proclivities. 
It was located on the present site of the Annex to the Metropolitan 
Club. One object now for three years challenged Phil.’s attention: 
the theoretical mastery of his Profession. Two objects challenged 
his and Diana’s. One the Production of a Family! The other 
Society; a game in which “their” Chief excelled as perhaps no other 
in the History of the Army and which helped him to receive the 
nick-name of ‘‘Old Fuss and Feathers.” It was at this period from 
Phil.’s Professional and Social eminence that he looked down upon 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the military panorama; caught on to the ropes; and met the leading 
soldiers, in a familiar way, who were to shine later in the Civil W ar, 
—principally Southerners. Often at the Stuart House—formerly 
Lee’s home—at Chantilly; oftener at Lee’s home at Arlington;> in 
the one, a Lazar House, his body lay that stormy night at Chantilly ; 
and on Lee’s estate at Arlington his body now lies “forever” ! 

The only record which survives outside of many, many notices in 
the Washington and New York papers, of the course of Phil.’s and 
Diana’s social life in Washington, is a rather high-hat, unmeaningful 
one: “During this period Phil. dispensed elegant hospitality.” Which 
means, it may be surmised, that during the 48 months when Diana 
produced four children, they “went out every night” or had people 
in to dinner in a big way s—except, but that’s their own little story. 

But Phil. and Diana at length were fed up on all of this! The 
West called again. Reports of the Colonel’s doings with his Dragoons 
filled the tongues of the gossipers; and war with England and 
Mexico on account of the Oregon country and the expected annexa- 
tion of Texas respectively was freely prophesied; and the next 
we see of Lieutenant Kearny he is on the road to Oregon; and on 
the Sante Fé trail in the “first skirmish,”—of which Phil. had not 
the slightest idea,—perhaps Lee and Jefferson Davis did,—of the 
Civil War. 


_ § During the year Phil. spent at Jefferson Barracks, Lee and his Lady, and 
Diana and Phil., had known each other in St. Louis society. 
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CHAPTER IV 


KEARNY’S EXPEDITION ALONG THE OREGON AND 
SANTE FE TRAILS 


POLK THREATENS WAR AGAINST ENGLAND 
AND MEXICO 


CoLoNEL KEARNY, in command at Fort Leavenworth, had written 
his nephew, Ravaud Kearny, son of his priestly brother, that there 
was no opening in his regiment for others than commissioned officers, 
which rank he said Ravaud could not obtain until he reached his ma- 
jority ; and then added words that bear remote rumblings of war; For- 
eign and Civil: “This regulation would undoubtedly be done away with 
immediately upon the event of a war between our country and Great 
Britain. And although the signs of the times not long since were in 
favor of such a war, yet I regret to say that I no longer consider them so. 
I say ‘regret’ because I think that a war must ensue before our diffi- 


culties are settled and I therefore think the sooner it comes the 


better. A war could not but help unite the feelings of our people; 
and our public would then be willing to put the country in a state of 
defense which they would not do in times of peace.” 

Shortly after Phil.’s arrival at Fort Leavenworth, Polk had been 
elected President, helped by the strong backing of the Texas Annexa- 
tionists who sought more southern territory within which to erect 
Slave Commonwealths, and so to balance the Representation in the 
Senate of the States above the Missouri Compromise Line which 
would in time be carved from the Free territory of the Louisiana 
Purchase, and from the Oregon country expected to be annexed to 
the Union either by conquest from Great Britain or by the recogni- 
tion by the English Queen of America’s claims based principally upon 
the right of Discovery and Exploration of Diana’s uncle in the Lewis 
& Clark Expedition. 

President Polk made plain his purposes both as respects Mexico 
and Great Britain in his most famous message to the Congress, De- 


1A reason for the insertion of the statutory provision permitting the division 
of Texas into five commonwealths was identic with the plan advocated by 
Nicholas Trist and Jefferson Davis after California had become a state, namely, 
to divide it into two states to create additional Slave States and so additional 
Senatorial representation. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


cember 2nd, 1845, after the Politico-Military “Blackmailing” Expedi- 
tion to the South Pass upon which Phil. was about to embark, had 
returned to Fort Leavenworth. Polk regretted that our relations 
with Mexico had not been “of that amiable character which it was 
my desire to have with all foreign Nations.” On the 6th of March, 
1845, the Mexican Minister. Polk told the Congress, had formally 
protested against the Joint Resolution annexing Texas to the Union; 
and had demanded his passports. But, said Polk, “when Texas be- 
came a part of the United States it became our duty to afford its 
citizens protection; and so a military force was concentrated in 
Texas on the Eastern Frontier of Mexico ;’ but that this was done 
only after Mexico was organizing troops and “avowing her inten- 
tion to make war on the United States’. The Whigs and the English 
Press easily punctured this “Pretence” covering Polk’s policy of 
“Manifest Destiny”, to extend our borders to the Pacific by the 
conquest of Nuevo Mejico and Alta California,—an object which 
Polk plainly reveals in his Diary. 

Then Polk comes to the Oregon Question: | 

“My attention was early directed to the negotiations between Great 
Britain and the United States on the subject of the Oregon Terri- 
tory”; and after stating that Great Britain had failed to accept for 
the third time the parallel of 49 degrees of Longitude offered by the 
United States as the northern Boundary,—the Political War Cry had 
been “54-40 or fight”,—“I deemed it my duty not to abruptly break 
off the negotiations although entertaining a settled conviction that the 
British pretentions could not be maintained in view of the Treaties 
of 1818 and 1827 under which this Territory was held in joint oc- 
cupancy. The right claimed by Great Britain from the beginning of 
Navigation of the Columbia River I rejected. The spirit of libera- 
tion on our part would relieve the United States from all respon- 
sibility which may follow a failure to settle the controversy.” Then 
Polk revealed the threatening significance of Kearny’s Expedition 
to the South Pass and to the head waters of the Columbia River: 

“The Dragoons made an extensive excursion through the Indian 
Country on our borders, advancing nearly to the possessions of the 
Hudson Bay Company in the North and as far as the South Pass of 
the Rocky Mountains and the head waters of the tributary streams of 
the Colorado of the West.” The President didn’t add, which was 
far more important,—but on this he was soft-pedaling,—that Colonel 
Kearny’s Expedition had, following Polk’s directions—April oth, 
1845—dropped South at Fort Laramie and had passed along the 
boundary of the United States and Mexico, over part of the very 
path upon which General Kearny was to advance to the conquest of 
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the territory of “Ten United States” within the course of a year,— 
the first military manoeuvre in the Mexican War, May 1843! 

On this famous Expedition to the South Pass Phil. was joined to 
the service of his uncle. Its route,—to accomplish the political pur- 
poses of the President,—was, by orders issued four months before 
General Taylor was ordered to the Mexican Frontier, directed to 
be along the “Oregon Trail to the South Pass of the Rocky Moun- 
tains; thence to Bent’s Fort by way of Fort Laramie: and thence 
along the Santa Fé Trail and back to Fort Leavenworth.” 

On the 18th day of May, the Expedition left Fort Leavenworth. 
It consisted of five Companies, each 50 strong and with battle equip- 
ment “each Dragoon having his proper arms,—a sabre, carbine and 
pistol,”—and along with them went two mountain howitzers,—all 
under the command of Colonel Kearny. 

The Expedition fell on the Oregon Trail, 120 miles from Fort 
Leavenworth, near the “Big Blue”; continued the march to the “Ne- 
braska River” ; and taking the northern course where the “Nebraska” 
splits into its north and south forks proceeded 700 miles to Fort Lara- 
mie, “a trading post of the American Fur Company at the juncture 
of the Laramie River and the Platte,”—such the contemporary mili- 
tary names entered by Lieutenant Turner in his Journal who was the 
Historian of the Expedition. 

Numerous conferences were held with the Indians but no Council 
except at Fort Laramie,—some say the first official council in the - 
Oregon Country,—where Colonel Kearny gathered together 1200 
Sioux. At this Council Turner records Colonel Kearny’s address: 


KEARNY’S ADDRESS TO THE SIOUX AT FORT LARAMIE 


I am glad to see you. Your Great Father has learned much of his 
Red Children and has sent me with a few Braves to visit you. I 
am going to the waters that flow towards the Setting Sun. I am 
opening a road for the White People and your Great Father directs 
that his Red Children shall not attempt to close it. There are many 
Whites now going on this Road; moving to the other side of the 
mountains. They take with them their women and children. They 
take with them their cattle and horses. They all go to bury their 
bones there and never to return. Should you disturb them your 
Great Father would be angry and cause you to be punished. 

Sioux, you have dangers about you but the greatest of them all is 
Whiskey! I learn that some bad white men bring it to you from 
Taos and sell it to you. Open your ears and listen to this! Wher- 
ever you find it, no matter in whose possession, spill it on the ground! 
The ground may drink it without danger; you can’t! Your Great 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Father is the friend of his Red Children. I have not come among 
you to bring presents; but your Great Father has sent a few things 
that you may remember what I have said to you. 


But now the real business which prompted the “applause”! Turner 
has it this way: The presents were distributed consisting of scarlet 
and blue cloth, red and green blankets, tobacco, knives, looking 
glasses, beads, etc., and during the distribution of the gifts the old 
men expressed their delight by incessant singing. The meeting was 
then broken up; but before leaving the ground three hollow shots 
were fired from one of the howitzers which was something entirely 
new to the Indians and seemed to fill them with astonishment. 

From Fort Leavenworth the Party reached the South Pass, 280 
miles in 13 days! On the way to the Pass and along the Platte, the 
points of interest which had been noted were points, then as now 
famous,—-Chimney Rock,—Scotts Bluff,—Red Buttes,—Independ- 
ence Rock; “and, along the general course of the Sweet Water 
River, Devil’s Gate and the South Pass.” 

The Sweet Water was stocked with fish but not a trace of a shrub 
along its course! “It is one of the remotest tributaries of the Missis- 
sippi and its source near the South Pass not far from the source of 
brooks which flow westward to the Pacific.” From these ice cold 
brooks Phil. captured the Holy Waters which he brought to New 
York and Calvary Church, now, as we know, the noble Rev. Shoe- 
maker’s spiritual bailiwick, with which his son-to-be, General John 
Watts Kearny, then in Diana’s womb, was baptized in 1846! 

The party remained only a day at the Pass; making the distance to 
Fort Laramie in one day less than the advance. On July r4th from 
Fort Laramie the Dragoons significantly struck due south to St. 
Francis’ Fort just south of the South Fork of the Platte; traveled 
along the foot of the Rocky Mountains; and encamped three days 
later near the foot of Pike’s Peak; and Turner chronicles: “for want 
of time no one ascended !” 

The Arkansas River was now touched at a point 70 miles west of 
Bent’s Fort which two days later the party reached and Turner re- 
cords that the Post was built very much after the manner of Fort 
Laramie of unburnt bricks. At that time it belonged to Messrs. Bent 
and St. Vrain, from whom the Command received a hearty welcome. 

The distance from Bent’s Fort to Fort Leavenworth was about 
600 miles. After traveling 200 miles along the Arkansas the Com- 
mand left that River where it turned to the south and keeping along 
the Santa Fé Trail arrived at Fort Leavenworth on the 24th of 
August. As Kearny neared Fort Leavenworth—after traveling 2200 
miles in 99 days—a march “without parallel for rapidity of execution,” 
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as Kearny reported,—Taylor was ordered to advance towards the 
Mexican Border. The Mexican War actually, though not technically, 
is on! 

Ten months later General Kearny,—without Phil. ;—was again ad- 
vancing along the Santa Fé Trail East to West, in command of the 
“Army of the West”, commissioned to execute Polk’s policy of 
Manifest Destiny, by conquering New Mexico and Alta California; 
and so advancing our Frontiers 1,800 miles Westward to the Pacific; 
and the “Oregon Country”, against which the Expedition was a 
Threat, was then part of the United States of America.2 But now 
let’s go forward with the Kearnys to the first phase of the Mexican 
War. 

Two years before Phil.’s uncle’s, “Philadelphia Phil.’s,” great- 
granddaughter, the Countess Barbé-Marbois* and her illustrious 
Spouse, Napoleon’s Negotiator and Plenipotentiary in the sale of the 
Louisiana Country to Jefferson, were celebrating the happy event at a 
banquet at their “Hotel” in Paris in honor of her Family’s Country’s 
negotiators and Plenipotentiaries, Livingston and Monroe, in that af- 
fair, an English Soldier of Fortune was sitting in one of the famous 
Coffee Houses in London surrounded by a dozen former companions 
in arms, now United States Officers; and arising from the table to 
acknowledge the warm tributes by the Toastmaster to him as Guest of 
Honor, Colonel Hanger offered a Seer’s toast to “the occupation by 
my former Country of the balance of Spanish America” which France 
that year was to acquire from Spain and in 1803 sell to America: 

“In the course of time when your Southern territories are settled 
from the Ohio to the Mississippi, which in time cannot fail to be: 
and when your territories become in population as numerous as the. 
sands of the sea, then will the riches of Potosi, of the Spanish Vice- 
royalty, attract the attention of the Americans to the Conquest of 
Mexico and Peru. This is an object which from the magnitude of 
its wealth is certain to take place in time. But as that cannot happen 
for at least fifty or one hundred years, I think, gentlemen, we should 
not postpone taking a part of that wealth of that Country immediately! 
Therefore, I offer my services freely to the Congress on such an ex- 


2 The astonishing achievement of Polk’s administration was that he added 
nearly one-half of its continental area to the United States; and all within 
twenty months. Texas, contrary to general acceptance, did not become part of 
the United States till June 1845 when the Texas Legislature acted during 
Polk’s Administration. Polk’s and Almonte’s statements in re the annexation 
in March were legally untrue. 

8 See Jefferson, by Bowers, 1936. Bowers fails to say who the lady was,— 
a daughter of a Patriot Governor of Pennsylvania:—and of “Lizzie” Fox: 
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pedition! And on my honor I will serve them as faithfully as I have 
served King and Country; for I am a Soldier of Fortune.” 

Then Colonel Hanger, taking his glass, drank,—gulped it,—“To 
an Expedition against the Golden Spaniard!” And in the Colone!’s 
account, in his Diary of the Party,—published in 1801,—he wrote: 
“My toast was productive of much laughter and many observations 
on the wealth of the Spanish Colonies so contiguous to their own!” 

Colonel Hanger died before Phil. went on his expedition along the 
Mexican Frontier in the preliminary manceuvre of the Mexican War 
in anticipatory fulfillment of the Colonel’s prophecy, which within a 
year was perfectly proven, almost exactly within the stated period, 
when Phil.’s uncle conquered “the Golden Portion of the former 
Spanish Vice-Royalty”—the land of the Gold Rush and the Forty- 
Niners ;—and Phil. himself, then but 30, looking but little beyond the 
“day and joy of battle,” went cheerily forward to a Campaign in a 
War, Political and Military, which for him, alike now, and its Final 
Phase fifteen years later, had fatal consequences,—-an Arm in Mexico, 
his life at Chantilly! 

For little as Phil. may have realized it, he was really fighting for 
the south and for “the arch-traitors” Robert E. Lee and Jefferson 
Davis in the first phase of the Civil War, now called the Mexican: 
with the sole object of buttressing General Kearny’s “Golden Con- 
quest” which could not be held by the United States, as Polk wrote, 
until the Mexicans on the southern frontier had been brought “‘to 
terms of accommodation” by the Armies of Scott and Taylor. This 
territory of Kearny’s Conquest for which Scott and Phil, were thus 
fighting became the fields, upon which were fought the great Po- 
litical Pre-military battles of the Civil War; for the extension of 
slavery and the consequent Balance of Power in the Senate: Slave 
State admitted when free State admitted, with two Senators for 
each, opposed by the North and violently demanded by the South and 
at length ending in Civil War,—the last Military Phase of the 
Mexican. 

Such the large view tying up the years-to-be with the then living 
present. But how did those symbolic persons, the Davises and the 
Lees, soon on the Mexican battlefields with Phil., manceuvre the 
North into the Civil War in its “First Phase!” A simple answer: 
Years earlier Texas,—now celebrating its Centennial—a part of 
Mexico, was settled principally by Americans. Time passes ; Mexican 
misrule irks. “Sam.” Houston in 1836 sets up an independent Re- 
public; fights Mexico out of Texas to a Treaty of Peace. Then a 
movement for Annexation; and the last act of President Tyler’s 
Administration in 1845 was the admission of Texas into the Union; 
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plainly, from the Mexican viewpoint, a ten-year plan to dismember 
the former Spanish Viceroyalty now the Republic of Mexico.t 

And so, virtually,—though not, of course, actually,—the Mexican 
War dates from the 3d of March 1845, when by Joint Resolution, of 
both Chambers of the National Legislature, Texas was provisionally 
admitted de facto to the American Union. | 

The Mexican Minister, Almonte, immediately demanded his pass- 
ports and left the Country, declaring the Act of Annexation to be 
an act of hostility to Mexico. 

On August 15th, 1845, synchronously with the termination of 
Colonel Kearny’s first strategic movement in the war, General Taylor 
was despatched with an army to Corpus Christi; and on January 
13th, 1846, the Secretary of War directed him to advance to a posi- 
tion near the east bank of the Rio Grande; with orders not to regard 
Mexico as an enemy, but should she act hostilely towards us, “You 
will not act merely on the defensive”’,—in short, to pick a quarrel; 
and set the ball of Empire rolling westward to the Pacific! 

Taylor advanced into what the Mexicans held to be a part of the 
Province of Tamaulipas. The first battle occurred on May 8th, 
historically known as the Battle of Palo Alto, fought on soil claimed 
alike by Americans and Mexicans; and on the oth of May Taylor 
drove back the Mexicans at Resaca de La Palma. 

On May 11th, 1846, President Polk wrote the Congress his cele- 
brated paragraph: “Mexico has passed the boundary of the United 
States; has invaded our territory; and shed American blood on 
American soil.” The message proclaimed that hostilities had com- 
menced and that “we are now at war;” and on the 13th of May a 
bill passed the Congress that “by the acts of Mexico a state of war 
exists.” Santa Anna, Mexico’s most renowned soldier,—some say 
her greatest patriot,—then a political refugee,—sped from the West 
Indies, and was placed at the head of the Army.® 

In the meantime General Stephen Watts Kearny commanding the 
Army of the West, had carried out the principal—-really the sole 
object of the war,—the Conquest of New Mexico August 18th, 1846; 
and a little later Alta California where he established civil govern- 
ments. 

But Kearny’s Conquest of 522,000 square miles of the Mexican 
national domain,—equal to a quarter of the United States—although 


*Texas Republics had begun being formed before the War of 1812: and in 
1821 General Ripley had accepted an annual salary of $25,000 as President of 
that Republic,—on paper! 

5 Charges of corruption on Santa Anna’s part and stupidity on the part of the 
Administration in allowing Santa Anna to pass through the blockade in con- 
sideration of selling out to the United States were freely made. 


[75] 






















































wdersmaib ot aslq TS9Y-91 & sniogwoiy 
cote jo otidugekt odt-won tHerpots. 
neainel( odt—,vilewins .sztue> 30 Jon: dquenli-ay House’, 
to. roisshoes A, mniot vd nosh 2481 dowlh to be sdt- er 
viianolzivorg eave exxoT sruiclerget lanoiteV. ont to erode 
goin 2 naomenmA. st) of ojo8? 4 ab 

~2enq eit bebmarcob yiletsibornmni .staomlA stem =) 
ad of nottszcanA. to tA acd? panebeb..vrienoD sdpaial d 
.oriaeM of ytiliteod) 

irqos ot rar vievonowloye .2p41 A931 328 3 

o) sw orl} oi inecrrovosn 2 igotetie tart 2°ynnts 
meuns| ao Bas wtenil enqie et YarIs Oe dtiw heriad 
20g & Of sarevbs of mstel hoivetih 18 W Yo yvasistese onli 
bisyss G 2rsbi0 dinw ; *bosr) off odlt lo dasd senoe 
poy” ,en ebtswoi violieord tos ade Bbiwode jud ,ymoenme as 


Is 4OrQ OC wie nt—,"‘sviersieb ocd no vistom # 
tins srlt of | teow ynilios ottqmna to ied oft 
I ; % Ji rd mrs7ix 2 i? 7 arive oin : beon £ vie 
beswove slited tart oat esqilusmsT. ‘ ty 
2 0 ‘tigyot .oifA.olsd bo sie ad? es awoni x 
’ ~sM to Hip ets no bee :enszeoel wes & aneors 
anise al al 268 ts enssielt napa 
2% 4 gictw viol insbicorD Dar pegs 
bstin J sd} to yashnued sd} beeesq ead oolxelt™ : dase 


: , ; - a 
~-)0OG MSO Ds iS ;y Tots? ae babsaveti., sil 
DS micort tet borrsiais 9% S229it1 ate " fioe 


] “qlipi off ao bas ";18w ts wom sis ow” tedtl 
iste sg ovixelt Fo ato iv wails 1 9 TEIOD iy 922 

tO bomrwa 200 et ‘inal fein st 
i outst Isottiloq s nodt— onteq Je 
vi 2 io bsorl of! 1s beonlq 2ewi 

o> vaso A etis iqai2 isionow) smite ae 

Is ming sf} tho bstr1s —_ aes eas tea 

livia berendsses srl otoclw sinrotile | Bsa. ‘otal 


slirt: sreuipe OO0,S22 lo szoupnio) a yartss 
bstinU soci to teiteup s of Isups—nismop b 
# a 
a: boo :018: lo 2W sls sided bannmo? puiod muyod had esilduesiiy 
lo instieotl es cooget io eisles lewis os hesteeetesi bas wohl 
: traqeq co— eile 
sh te-s2ng off} mo pibiquke bug eg Yanas anc? no Pek 
-neo at shetsolt ols dywowl? easy of SanA sine? yoiwoll 
obam ysert sisw esiar2 boticU edi os 160 grilled 


[2x] 


“@ 


gees . 


ie a Pa Pi eee ae we 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


in the law of nations under American jurisdiction as being conquered 
territory, had not “conquered the peace”; although President Polk 
had had his negotiators working overtime to negotiate the territory 
into our national domain—continuing Polk’s pre-war efforts which 
plainly reveal Polk’s principal purpose—holding out an additional 
bait to the bankrupt Mexican Government of eight to fifteen million 
dollars. 

Kearny, irked by the failure of Frontier life to supply him with 
an outlet to his restless martial spirit, had tendered his resignation 
from the Army on April 2nd, 1846, which was accepted on the 4th; 
and to Diana’s delight, who had been too much alone since the 
“splendid years” in Washington, Phil. returned to live with her “for- 
ever” in New York! 

Then suddenly on that night of the 13th, the news of war came! 
Phil. was in Washington the 14th; saw Scott; was reinstated May 
15th; and was in Springfield, Illinois, in late May, in Abraham 
Lincoln’s law office, using his professional assistance in contracting 
to purchase gray Cavalry Mounts in the Illinois Horse Country; and 
in beating the Illinois brush in the great Illinois Man Country for 
picked men to bring his First Regiment, First Dragoons, up to a 
war footing; in which work here and at Jefferson Barracks he was 
engaged till July oth, when he started with men and beasts to the 
front via New Orleans. 

His cousin, Major General de Peyster, who was with him during 
part of this time in Springfield, writes: 

Phil. was determined that the First Regiment should be a model 
troop in every respect, not only in men but in horses, and he repaired 
to Illinois where he knew he could find just exactly what he wanted. 

But the task was not so easy, so “he augmented the Government 
bounty out of his own private purse” in order to obtain not only first 
class men but first class animals. Then his cousin continues: “While 
at Springfield Phil. fell in with a resident lawyer who was then looked 
upon as a rather eccentric but earnestly patriotic man, by name, 
Abraham Lincoln,° who was touched by the enthusiasm of the young 
Dragoon Officer, and zealously assisted him in carrying out his plans. 

Lincoln never forgot Kearny; told Cortlandt Parker of Newark, 
Kearny’s lawyer and constant Civil War correspondent, that he always 
saw Mr. “Kerny” as good horse-trader, and, above all, interpreted 
Phil. the Soldier in the light of his client’s professional ambitions as 
Dragoon. Undoubtedly this first experience with Lieutenant Philip 
Kearny contributed strongly to Lincoln’s judgment that the “Hero of 
the Army of the Potomac” should receive the appointment to succeed 


6 See Miller Pictorial History of the Civil War. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


McClellan—the military bankrupt—and Pope,—the “broken” and 
“betrayed”,—in command of the Eastern Armies in the Civil War! 

When the Dragoons reached New Orleans on their way to Mexico, 
the appearance of his command “attracted the attention of the whole 
city’. The New Orleans Picayune devoted two columns to their. 
march through the town, of which the balance of the article was even 
more complimentary personally than this description of his Regiment: 

“Lieutenant Philip Kearny, nephew of Major General Stephen 
Watts Kearny, whose Army has just occupied Santa Fe arrived here 
day before yesterday with as fine a company of Cavalry as was ever 
seen in New Orleans. The horses, ninety in number, are all grays 
and beautiful in the extreme! The men are picked and noble looking 
fellows! The trappings of the horses and the accoutrements of the 
riders are all that the most fastidious commander could want.” 

While Captain Kearny,—for on December 6th he had received 
that rank,—was with General Taylor on the Rio Grande,—his first 
assignment,—an event of singularly fascinating interest occurred 
which had far-reaching effects upon the course of the Mexican War. 

Lieutenant John A. Richey of the Fifth Infantry was the bearer 
of important despatches for General Taylor, accompanied by an 
Escort of ten Dragoons, Captain Kearny commanding. Lieutenant 
Richey started from Saltillo and on January 1 3th, the Despatch Party 
arrived at the small town of Villa Gran where Lieutenant Richey, 
against Phil.’s vigorous protests as safeguard to important despatches, 
separated himself from his Escort and entered the hamlet alone to 
purchase provisions and forage;—a kind of futile rashness Phil. 
always deplored and himself eschewed as the plague. Lieutenant 
Richey, Taylor wrote, “had been despatched by General Butler with 
General Scott’s original instructions to him of January 3rd, 1847, 
directing General Taylor to detach certain portions of his forces for 
Scott’s Expedition against Mexico City.” 

Lieutenant Richey, uninformed of his danger, entered the village ; 
was assaulted by a gang of desperadoes, lassoed, and brutally 
murdered under the most atrocious circumstances. Of course, his 
despatches were seized and immediately transmitted to General Santa 
Anna; and from this information the Mexican Commander-in-Chief 
became possessed of Scott’s plans and learned the great extent Tay- 
lor’s Army was being depleted to complete the force being collected 
for a new Army under General Scott; and that thenceforth Taylor’s 
part in the program—according to Scott’s plan—was to do nothing; 
while Scott strutted to the foreground to capture the Mexican capital ! 

Santa Anna, able soldier that he was, immediately determined to 


seize the obvious advantage and struck at Taylor’s weakened force; 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and the Battle of Buena Vista was fought—fortunately Taylor won— 
the last of Santa Anna’s effective operations against Taylor !7 

Phil. himself narrowly escaped the fate which befell the brave 
Richey. He had himself with a companion cautiously followed the 
despatch-bearer and, had an impending cast of the lasso encircled his 
body, there would have been an end, or rather no beginning, of this 
Biography. But Phil. got back to his Escort, reentered the hamlet, 
and attempted to find the murderers, of course unsuccessfully. 

The origin of the Scott Expedition—Phil. Kearny accompanying— 
was founded in General Kearny’s conquest of New Mexico and Alta 
California, which President Polk wrote—and acted——-was the sole, 
certainly the principal object of the Mexican War and which had 
been achieved at the time Scott went forward on his mission. 

Vainly, yet persistently, as we know, did the President try to 
negotiate for a peace with the terrain of Kearny’s Conquest as its 
foundation. The Mexicans were now patriotically aroused by a 
Mexican Edition of the great Napoleon, who heroically was bent on 


hurling back the invader. And so a campaign to buttress and perfect 


the conquest of the “golden portion of the former Spanish Vice 
Royalty,”—“to conquer the Peace” was the expression,—was now put 
in motion under the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the United 
States. 

To the President and the Secretary of War,—of course, to every- 
body,—it seemed clear that if Kearny’s Conquest could not dispose 
the enemy to cede that territory extending America to the Pacific, 
“other military measures should be resorted to.” Accordingly, the 
Secretary of War wrote: 


THE SECRETARY OF WAR DEFINES THE 
MILITARY ISSUE 


“It was quite evident that if the Conquest of Alta California and 
New Mexico could not dispose the enemy to accept reasonable terms 
of accommodation, it would be necessary to direct a further opera- 
tion against more vital parts of the Republic. Having in view the 
capture of the City of Mexico, it was not supposed that a march for 
that purpose could be so advantageously made from the Rio Grande, 
hitherto the base of our operations, as from another base which 
might be selected, presenting a much shorter line. The attention of 
the Government was therefore directed to the occupation of the prin- 


7 “Fortunately”; for a sound critic attributes the restoration of the equilibrium 
of the battle to the “Flying Artillery” introduced from a French model by the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Poinsett, against the ridicule of many officers including 
General Taylor. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


cipal places along the Gulf, and particularly Vera Cruz, as the nearest 
point which opened a practical route to the Capital of the Mexican 
Republic. Measures were therefore taken to organize an Expedition 
for that purpose; and General Scott was assigned to undertake it. 
Upon him as the Senior Officer of highest rank the general super- 
vision and direction of our military operations in the enemy’s country 
were devolved.” 

It was now that Phil.’s chance came. Scott determined to with- 
draw about 5,000 men from General Taylor; and Scott’s order in 
doing it redounded in a remarkable fashion to Phil.’s greater glory! 
The despatches which Lieutenant Richey—Phil. accompanying as 
escort—bore to Taylor read like this: 

“You will put in movement from the mouth of the Rio Grande 
the following troops: About 500 Regular Cavalry of the First and 
Second Regiments of Dragoons, including Lieutenant Kearny’s 
Troops.” Phil.’s heart tingled with glee! Scott knew about his 
picked men and picked grays,—“men and horses in uniform” !8. The 
Commander in Chief’s imprimatur on the first edition of Phil.’s 
soldiers ; which reached second and third editions in Phil.’s Brigade 
and Phil.’s Division in the Civil War which Generals Meade and de 
Trobriand wrote “outshone all on the Peninsula,”’—the crack troops 
of the Service! 

At length after much delay Phil. arrives at Vera Cruz just in 
time to enter the City, now surrendered to General Scott, March 
29th, 1847, and to act as Scott’s body-guard. It is a magnificent oc- 
casion! Writing a year later an intimate friend then with the Army 
tells of the Dragoons’ occupation during the eve preceding Scott’s 
Triumphal Entry. ‘When the City surrendered Kearny escorted the 
Commander in Chief in his Triumphal entry and Phil. used to dwell 
with exaltation on the superb appearance of men and horses at that 
time. He said that his men took as much pride in the matter as Phil, 
himself; and were up the greater part of the night furbishing their 
arms and accouterments, and cleaning their horses so that the horses 
shone like glass bottles when paraded the next morning”. 

After some waiting at Vera Cruz due to interminable delays,—un- 
avoidable delays, the Secretary thought; outrageous, Scott violently 
declared,—in the shipment of supplies and in the transportation of 
troops, the Army left the city for Mexico City on the 8th of April, 
1847. The country interposed many and formidable difficulties to 
the progress of the expeditionary force. The difficult passes near 
the Plan del Rio about fifty miles from Vera Cruz were occupied by 


8 As a matter of fact, Scott had personally directed the Ordnance and Quar- 
termaster Departments to supply Phil.’s equipment and forward it to Jefferson 
Barracks, Letter recently received by the author from the Adjutant General. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


a numerous Mexitan force; and the commanding heights of Cerro 
Gordo, the terrain of the first pitched battle, were strongly fortified. 
_ The field of operations at Cerro Gordo was several miles in extent. 
But the key position held by the enemy in superior force, backed by 
artillery, was the Heights which were stormed and occupied; and 
the enemy completely routed and pressed many miles into the interior, 

The important victory of Cerro Gordo cleared the way to the 
advance of our Army into the heart of the country. Jalapa, further 
to the west,—the journey was practically East to West, Vera Cruz 
to Mexico City,—was at once occupied by our troops; and in quick 
succession Perote with its strong Capital or Fortress and large arma- 
ment; and then the wealthy and populous city of Puebla. 

At Jalapa 3,700 volunteers approached the termination of their 
enlistment and were discharged. The Army thus reduced in strength 
remained in Puebla until early August when it was reinforced by 
about 5,000 men, and then continued its movements toward Mexico 
City. Before the Army now lay its ultimate objective: the occupa- 
tion of a city of 200,000 people strong in its protected position and 
secured from successful assault, as it was written, by skillfully con- 
structed fortifications, and by an enemy behind them of 30,000 de- 
fenders, resolved on a desperate resistance under the “leadership of a 
great patriot.” 

Kearny with his First Regiment, First Dragoons “Escort to Scott’s 
Headquarters” is now near the battlefield. It looks good to him, but 
let’s don’t unleash him yet, as General Pillow later said he did, but 
go back and paint Phil. into the picture along his long journey from 
the Rio Grande. He had some mighty interesting times of it. 

Phil. is now on his way to Vera Cruz;—war in the offing; the 
African Conquest reincarnated against another Abd-el-Kadir. But 
delay, delay, delay and again delay, now as always! And General 
Scott already resolved to appropriate Phil.’s troops to his own sweet 
uses, complains to the Secretary of War: 


Lieutenant Kearny’s troops of the First Dragoons, though equally 
Jong at sea, are not known to have arrived. They were all detained 
many weeks waiting for transportation. 


Then on the 21st of February, Scott still has his eye on Phil.’s 
grays! Lieutenant Kearny’s troops of First Dragoons are still behind. 
I have already a great need of cavalry for distant reconnoitering and 
for opening a market for fresh provisioning, draught animals, etc. 

Vera Cruz has fallen. Scott triumphantly enters the city totally 
surrounded by Phil.’s Iron Grays. American enterprise has asserted 
itself. The Aserican Eagle has begun publishing; and on Easter 
Sunday features General Scott and his Dragoons going to Church. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


It must have been a magnificent sight; certainly Scott knows how to 
do all this kind of thing! The Eagle had it this way: 


“SCOTT WORSHIPS HIS MAKER,” Vera Cruz Eagle 


The service at the Church on Easter was most impressive with its 
solemnity. Many who the week before were hurling death shots at 
one another now were standing and kneeling together communing 
with the same God. We note that much deference was paid to the 
General ; and that he was the first one to whom a long lighted candle 
was handed. This was pleasing to the citizens and from all! appear- 
ances they seemed to think that at least we were not all the devils we 
were pictured to be! | | 

Mass is now over ;—“ite missa est”—the 12th of April is on the 
calendar; and Scott a quarter of a century later reminisces about 
Kearny’s grays: 

I left Vera Cruz on the 12th with a small Escort of Cavalry under 
Captain Philip Kearny who fell in 1862 a distinguished Major- 
General and Kearny escorting I hastened to the Front.—So Scott has 
his pet “Philly”, with him—of those glorious Washington years— 
and both are off to the wars! 

The first battle of Scott’s war game is now being played,—Cerro 
Gordo. No opportunity for the Cavalry until its close when the 
Mexicans flee. The Dragoons effected a junction with the main body’ 
of the Army upon the Jalapa Road further west towards Mexico 
City; and in obedience to instructions received on the field from 
General Scott, General Patterson orders the Dragoons in pursuit, 
and of their conduct Patterson reports: 

I moved with the Dragoons as rapidly as possible in pursuit of 
the enemy. Later in the afternoon I arrived at Encerro where the 
exhausted state of the Cavalry horses “compelled me to remain for 
the night ;” and of Phil.’s First Battle Service under the Stars and 
Stripes it is written: 

“The First Dragoons under Captain Philip Kearny showed ex- 
traordinary activity and zeal in pursuit of the flying foe which was 
very severe alike upon his horses and men.” 

An eyewitness, afterwards a distinguished Confederate Soldier, 
wrote of the Cavalry pursuit conducted by Phil.; and his account is 
particularly interesting in its chronicle of Phil.’s horses: After the 
battle of Cerro Gordo Phil. followed up in advance the pursuit of the 
retreating Army. I remember seeing him in full career after them! 
His horses were all white and showed that they received the care and 
attention for which the first Dragoons, his Uncle’s Regiment, was 
honorably distinguished. But for want of proper forage in the barren 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


terrain over which the Army had passed they had been much reduced 
in condition; and consequently in the rapidity of the pursuit not a 
few of them tumbled down heavily upon the road, never to rise again. 
Phil. now comes in for his first national publicity! The New York 
Tribune, August 17th, 1847,—the news took a month ordinarily to 
reach New York,—first column, first page, has these headlines: 
“THE NEWS FROM MEXICO,—-CAPTAIN KEARNY’S 
EXCURSION :” and then follows a full account of the episode: 
“The Dragoons under Captain Kearny”’,—the despatch dated 
Puebla July 13th, 1847,—“which I mentioned in my last letter, went 
out yesterday morning towards the Capital. One object of Kearny’s 
mission is to procure the Liberty of the American Officers now de- 
tained in the city”,—but let’s read Kearny’s, and Ralph Semmes’— 
not George Kendall’s,—own story, it’s more amusing,—great reporter 
as the owner and founder of the New Orleans Picayune was.® 
In the enterprising Vera Cruz Eagle of May Ist, we are told that 
Lieutenant Semmes,—to become famous or infamous as the Com- 
mander in the celebrated Alabama-Kearsarge Civil War Naval Duel,— 
left the City yesterday with an escort of 20 men for the Headquarters 
of General Scott intending to obtain from him the means of com- 
municating with the Mexican Government in regard to Midshipman 
Rogers, “a prisoner of war who has been transferred to Mexico City 
from Puebla.” 


Upon arrival at Scott’s Headquarters, Semmes learned that Scott 
was “vaguely” intending to send forth a Diplomatic Mission to 
Mexico City for the exchange of three American Army Officers there 
held as prisoners including Cassius Clay, the son of the great Whig 
Leader, who had been pressing upon Scott to obtain the release of 
his son captured in February at Encarnacion. Scott recognized the 
military necessity of “protecting the Flag by a sufficiently large escort 
against the Banditti who infested the roads all the way to the city.” 2° 

At length the personnel of the Escort to the Flag of Truce became 
the object of speculation and good-natured gossip among the young 
Officers seeking this desirable assignment and on July 12th Captain 
Anderson—later famous as “Hero of Fort Sumter’—records in his 
Journal: 

“Captain Lee did not go with the flag of truce to Mexico escorted 
by two companies of Dragoons. Captain Kearny went with his 
company as Escort to the Flag, borne by Captain Semmes.” Then 
Anderson laments,—evidently this selection of the escort was a sub- 


® This paper was later purchased by Alexander Bullitt of Louisville, Diana’s 


cousin. 
10“Memoirs of a Maryland Volunteer.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ject of considerable emulation,—that “I have been so grossly deceived 
in the report of Captain Lee’s mission that I will be a little more 
cautious in crediting camp stories than I have been in past times. I 


am anxious to learn what report Captain Kearny makes of the state 


of the road.” And on the 15th Robert reports Phil.’s return, and 
Phil.’s statement that the “roads were satisfactory for artillery.” 7 


A JOURNAL OF KEARNY’S DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
TO). MEXICO CIPy 


Kearny and Semmes set out on July rith for the City of Mexico. 
They were in the saddle at seven o’clock in the morning and sub- 
stituting a white flag for one of the company guidons in token of his 
errand of peace, Phil. and his company of Dragoons filed into the 
Mexican road. All were in high spirits at the prospect of being per- 
mitted to enter the great city, “the object of all our thoughts”. 

At noon on the rith the guides of the party told them as they 
passed over a Bridge that “this stream flows into the Pacific, the first 
stream to do so on the path over which your army will progress.” 
Their historian also told them that at this stone bridge, “the renowned 
Cortez halted for the night on his march from Tiascala to Cholula 
in 1519”,—a century before the pioneers of the race now overrunning 
the country “had landed at Jamestown and Plymouth!” 

Magnificent ranges of mountains rose all around, and encompassed 
the column on every hand! 

As Phil. approached the town of San Martin, General Canalizo, 
formerly President of the Republic, and General Portillo, with sixty 
Lancers, who had been stationed at San Martin as a picket of ob- 
servation upon General Scott’s movements, made a hasty retreat, 
“mistaking our advance no doubt, for that of the entire American 
Army.”- 

As the column descended the “Cold River”—Rio Frio—they came 
in full view of the two retreating generals who were winding their 
way up the heights on the opposite side of the stream. 

“The Generals had by this time, to all appearances, got some 
inkling of our bearing a Flag of Truce, as they alternately halted to 
inspect the Flag. Then as if doubting some trick, moved on again.” 

As the troops had been ten hours in the saddle and men and horses 
were fatigued, Phil. halted his detachment at an Inn at the Rio Frio for 
the night ; and mounting a native Mexican ona fresh horse, despatched 
him in pursuit of the fugitives. In an hour or two afterwards, the 
messenger returned, accompanied by one of General Portillo’s aides 


11 An Artillery Officer in the Mexican War by Anderson. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


who had been warily authorized to act only to arrange preliminaries 
for an interview between the generals, and Captain Kearny the next 
morning. 

The inn was kept by an old German who greeted heartily the two 
“rich” American officers. 

Kearny and Semmes solaced themselves with a fine bottle of brandy 
which Phil. had brought from Puebla, and at ten o’clock were off 
to bed. 

Kearny was awakened after a sleep of several hours by what ap- 
peared to his half-sleeping imagination, ‘‘an infernal shout of the 
demons!’ He arose; crept very cautiously to the door whence the 
sound proceeded; and to his astonishment found the old German inn 
keeper at a long table spread with viands and covered with bottles and 
glasses, and the host about half seas over was holding a revel with 
about a dozen Dragoons who it seemed were his fellow countrymen 
as they talked as good German and were not behind him in their 
exuberant praises of the Fadderland! 

The next morning after a substantial breakfast, Kearny and 
Semmes, accompanied by the guide, and a single Dragoon to carry the © 
white flag, rode forward to meet General Portillo as had been agreed 
upon the previous evening. A short distance beyond the Cuesta del 
Sueno,—“Sleepy Heights’,—we met General Portillo, himself ac- 
companied by an aide-de-camp, and the five Lancers agreed upon, 
thus making his force amount to eight; for another aide had met us 
with a Flag of Truce whereas but seven had been stipulated for in the 
preliminaries. 

After a mutual salute, Captain Kearny explained briefly his busi- 
ness. “To enter the City of Mexico, if permitted, and to present our 
despatches in person to the President. General Portillo politely told 
us that he had orders from General Canalizo, his Chief, to halt us 
where we were, as no officer from our camp could be permitted to 
enter the city. It would give him great pleasure to take charge of our 
despatches and forward them safely to their destination.” 

Much as the two officers wished to get a view of the Valley of 
Mexico, and “we were now within seven or eight miles of the point 
whence this view was to be had, we were obliged to forego the 
pleasure for the present, although we were at a point nearer to the 
city than had been reached by any of the army.” 

Phil. handed the despatches to the General and took leave of him.2?? 


12 When this author was a Governor of the Pan-American society, he sat 
next to the Mexican Ambassador at a luncheon; and the Ambassador told him 
that the Aide who had effected the arrangements with Kearny was his wife’s 
relative, later killed at Churubusco in the same battle where Kearny lost his arm! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Early in the morning the party were in the saddle, arriving at 
Puebla about nine, having been absent a little over two days. At the 
Battle of Mexico, Major Gaines and Midshipman Rogers were part 
of the attacking party! | 

At Puebla an event happened which undoubtedly lost Philip his 
arm at Mexico City! The Mexican Government had refused to 
receive Slidell as Minister of the United States; and as a consequence 
negotiations for the acquisition of the terrain of General Kearny’s 
Conquest,—and for the settlement of the disputed boundary between 
Mexico and Texas !—were postponed. And so it was that after the 
fall of Vera Cruz, President Polk decided on an extraordinary course, 
_to send Mr. Nicholas Trist as a commissioner to accompany Scott’s | 
army, and to conclude a Treaty of Peace whenever the Mexican 
Government “should show an inclination to end the war.” Mr. Trist’s 
instructions, dated April 15th, 1847, authorized him to confirm the 
title to General Kearny’s conquest of New Mexico and Alta Cali- 
fornia, with prices ranging from “not more than twenty-five million 
to fifteen million.” 

The judgment which the Opposition and the Nation generally 
placed upon this operation of the Democratic party was expressed in 
an editorial in the Tribune of July 2d, “Scott in resisting so far 
successfully the impertinent interferences of Mr. Trist, who seems 
to have been sent to Mexico on a similar mission as the Directory of 
France was wont to employ around their generals, gives some promise 
of a hopeful result. General Scott exhibits as much moral courage 
in rejection of this same official meddling as he has hitherto of 
physical courage in the field, and deserves equal credit. It is said 
that Mr. Trist carried with him power of arranging an armistice ; thus 
reducing Scott to the rank of a subaltern exercising no faculty save 
that of obedience.” 

The exercise of these faculties by Mr. Trist exactly at the moment 
that Phil., sword in hand, stood on the ramparts of the city alone, 
waving his sword to the reluctant commander of the army to follow 
through the gates which he had opened—which certainly could have 
been done—caused Scott to Sound the Recall; caused Phil. to retreat ; 
and in the retreat to lose his arm! 

It has been said that the origin of the report spread through the 
nation, that the City of Mexico had been captured, was in Phil.’s 
mission with the flag, and the retreat of the Mexican generals before 
“his armies!” . At all events, on August 9th the Tribune came out 
with: “IMPORTANT NEWS FROM MEXICO—A GREAT 
BATTLE—THE CAPITAL TAKEN—THE AMERICAN 
ARMY REVELING IN THE HALLS OF THE MONTEZU- 
MAS.” On August 11th,—again violent headlines: “THE CAP- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


TURE OF MEXICO CITY;” and in lesser type: “Scott captured 
the city on the 18th and roth of July”. Then full details are given; 
the news was authentic; it came through “a courier by Alvarado.” 

“General Scott entered Mexico City July 17th. He met with no 
opposition on his way from Puebla except a slight skirmish. The 
authorities then came out to meet General Scott and stipulations were 
exchanged.” Then Scott, after six days mewspaper possession, 
relinquishes his conquest! On August 16th, without a blush, without 
editorial comment ; “Scott still at Puebla; Mexico City not captured.” 
McClellan did exactly this same kind of conquest of Richmond—in 
the Tribune,—in the Civil War! 

During Scott’s campaign the vital Significance of the Mexican War 
in terms of the Civil, flamed in the Press, in the Halls of Congress! 

On February 16th, the Tribune vividly reminded the Nation of the 
consequences of Kearny’s conquest and of Scott’s campaign in sup- 
port: 

“Mr. Webster offered a resolution: that the war ought not to be 
prosecuted for the acquisition of territory to form new states to be 
added to the Union,” and on February 17th under the editorial cap- 
tion, “The Wilmot Proviso, Yeas and Nays,” carrying out the 
motive of Mr. Webster’s statesmanship: “The vote of the House on 
the 15th of February by which a barrier was established, we trust 
forever, to the extension of Human Slavery under our flag is among 
the most important and auspicious events of our time. It is a victory 
to rank with Marathon and Saratoga and Yorktown. We joyfully 
append to this editorial a careful analysis of the Yeas and Nays.” 
And on Washington’s birthday, the Tribune tells us: 

“Mr. Calhoun has addressed the Senate and the Country in a 
brief and strong speech in deprecation of the exclusion of Slavery 
in whatever territory might henceforth be added to the Union. Mr. 
Calhoun declared unmistakably that the passage of the Wilmot 
proviso through the Senate will inevitably lead to a dissolution of the 
Union.” #8 


18 Recent so-called historical reconstruction claims to tend to prove that the 
South did not thus seek new territory to buttress its peculiar institution. Hence 
Calhoun and Webster, anti-expansionists, are selected to show the real issue. 
Both against expansion, Calhoun demanded slavery, Webster opposed it in any 
new territory if acquired. But Calhoun was a southern political Democratic 
freak in a Party led and represented by Polk and Douglas and Benton,—each 
severally separately touched by individual motives collateral to the main issue, 
—which overwhelmingly demanded expansion and like Calhoun, Slavery in 
the annexed territory. The Whigs in the North generally,—but there were 
exceptions—and a few Whigs in the South, balancing those exceptions in the 
North, opposed expansion, and yet accepted the Treaty. But always: if expan- 
sion slavery ! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Such the facts! Why were Phil., Ulysses, Gordon Meade, and 
their Companions in the Civil War fighting with Lee, Beauregard— 
McClellan ?—Stonewall Jackson and Magruder and all the other 
Southerners in this, the first campaign of the Civil War? 

General Scott, after his literary conquest of the city,—and the 
wresting of the Whig nomination from General Taylor,—advances to 
the real conquest. On August 7th the Advance Guard of General 
Twiggs’ Second Division began to move towards the ancient Capital 
of the Montezumas, and private Oswandel records in his Journal: 
This Division was composed of the whole Cavalry Brigade of Dra- 
goons and Mounted Rifles. The First Dragoons were under Captain 
Phil. Kearny and the whole Brigade under Colonel Harney. At nine 
o’clock we were ordered to form in front of Almedo Park to salute 
the Officers and Divisions as they passed out of the city. General 
Scott, our men would not cheer on account of leaving us here as a 
Garrison, although our band played Hail to the Chief. “General . 
Scott was accompanied by Captain Phil. Kearny’s First Dragoons; 
and he expects to overtake General Twiggs.” ** 

Kearny, many people seemed to think, had a gift akin to prophecy, 
—really insight, intuition, knowledge of history applied to the 
future,—a gift of Divination which was illustrated remarkably in the 
Civil War. At Puebla its exercise was revealed in an interesting 
episode. i nthe FPR 

A party of Officers of which Phil. was a member dined at a hotel 
and the conversation turned on the approaching conflict. ‘Captain 
Kearny”, one of the party soon wrote, “spoke with a great deal of 
feeling and with an earnest unaffected thirst for glory and said he 
would give his left arm for a brevet! The Army moved the next 
afternoon; and Kearny lost his left arm charging on the Gates of 
the City. It is needless to say that he received a brevet. Taken all 
in all, I have never met a more dignified gentleman and a more 
chivalric Soldier.” 

But this was not a new thought with Phil. It was said that he 
remarked before going to Mexico that he would, “return alive, but 
that he felt he would lose his left arm’! While in Puebla Phil. per- 
formed many daring reconnoissances by which we procured valuable 
information. 

14 The freedom from small motives of President Polk, truly great President 
and Statesman, whose eye was single to doubling the territory of the national 
domain and advancing our boundaries to the ocean, is witnessed by the facts that 
despite Scott and Taylor being Whigs and Presidential Candidates he retained 
them in leading military roles; as he did Kearny—also a Whig—whom he sup- 
ported out of sheer love of truth against Benton, the most powerful Democratic 
Senator and figure of his day, which strongly contributed to Polk’s failure to 
receive renomination. See infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


An inkling of these reconnoissances is found in the Diary of Major 
General Ethan Allen Hitchcock; Fifty Years in Camp and Field. 

Puebla, May 2oth, one half past 11 p. wa. News reached the camp 
that Twiggs’s advancing column was attacked by two thousand Mexi- 
cans. Probably an attack on Captain Kearny’s advance company 
about ten miles away. : 

The army is now on the final leg of its journey to Mexico City,— 
and the Battle of Mexico! On the 12th and 13th reconnoissances 
were pushed toward the so-called Pefion, an isolated mound eight 
miles from Mexico City, of great height, strongly fortified to the 
top, three tiers of works; and flooded around the base by the season 
of rains, and sluiced from a lake. 

This mound, close to the National Road, commanded the principal 
approach to the city from the east, the direction of Scott’s advance. 
Now it might have been carried, but Scott thought at a great dis- 
proportionate loss, and so aiming to spare the lives of the gallant 
army for a general battle before capturing the city,—and so obtaining 
the great object of the campaign—a just and lasting peace,—Scott 
decided to reconnoitre for another approach to the object of his 
ambitions. ; 

But now, to quote Phil. on the Peninsula, in the Civil War “Serious 
Warfare”! Has Phil.’s sword rusted since the French Conquest! 
Our own opinion is that great wealth, social adulation, distinguished 
service, abroad and at home, the Legion of Honor—and the Foreign 
Legion—service on two commanding Generals’ Staffs,—Diana ?—have 
softened? That “always happens,” is the Philosophy. Exceptions 
are very, too, too very, rare. However, Phil. is exceptional, else he 
would have been home with Diana and the children or hanging around 
the Union Club which was soon to do him a signal honor. 
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' CHAPTER V 
THE BATTLE OF MEXICO 


“A DASHING DRAGOON: THE MURAT OF THE 
AMERICAN ARMY” 


Tue National Highway, defended by the Pefion, being abandoned 
as a practical route, several approaches to the city were reconnoitered 
on the 16th and 17th of August, and a route tentatively approved, 
when on the 18th General Scott determined to reconnoiter the ‘“im- 
passable” dried Lava beds to the left towards the hamlet of 
Contreras. 

This reconnoissance was commenced under Captain Robert E. Lee, 
with Captain Kearny and a detachment of First Dragoons as Escort, 
and a detachment of Infantry under Lieut. Col. William Montrose 
Graham, to the left of San Antonio; first over difficult mounds; and 
further on over fields of volcanic rock and lava which extended to the 
mountains some five miles from San Antonio near Contreras. The 
controlling importance of this reconnoissance, Scott revealed in his 
report for the operations for this and the succeeding day: “General 
Pillow’s Division was advanced to make a practicable road for 
artillery and General Twiggs’ Division thrown forward in advance 
to cover the operation. For by a partial reconnoissance of yesterday, 
Captain Lee discovered a large Corps of observation in that direction; 
with a detachment of which Lee’s supports of cavalry, under Captain 
Philip Kearny, had a successful skirmish, and reported a road for 
artillery.” 

That night, the 18th, a Council of War was held and it was de- 
termined to attack the enemy along the route reconnoitered by the 
Lee-Kearny operations; and on the morning of the 19th Scott ordered 
an advance in that direction for the purpose of turning the entrenched 
fortified camp of the enemy through which a highway to the National 
Capital ran near the hamlet of Contreras. 

By 3 o’clock on the afternoon of the 19th the Divisions advancing 
on the route of Phil.’s “Battle of the Pedrigal” came to a point where 
the road could only be continued,—the army as it progressed was 
forced to build a road along the edge of the Lava,—under the direct 
fire of 22 pieces of the enemy’s artillery placed in a strongly en- 
trenched position to oppose the advance; supported by large bodies 
of cavalry, which were hourly reinforced by troops from the City 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and which passed over an excellent road beyond the volcanic field 
reconnoitered by Lee and Kearny; and entirely beyond the reach of 
our cavalry and artillery. 4 

From an eminence upon which General Scott stood, he observed 
that the hamlet of Contreras was the key to the situation for a flank 
attack; and seeing the stream of reinforcements advancing from the 
City by the road running through their camp, he ordered General 
Pillow and Col. Morgan to move forward and occupy the hamlet,— 
“being persuaded”, Scott wrote, “that if occupied, it would at once 
arrest the enemy’s reinforcements and ultimately decide the battle’— 
incidentally, vindicate the judgment of Kearny and Lee! 

Col. Riley advanced to the hamlet ; and a few minutes later General 
Shields with his New York and South Carolina regiments was di- 
rected to follow and sustain alike Col. Riley and Col. Morgan. When 
they reached Contreras they found a brigade of General Cadwalader 
already in position. 

General Scott now sent forward successively seven couriers towards 
the hamlet of Contreras to communicate with Shields and Cad- 
walader during the dark, stormy and torrentially rainy night—at least | 
the early part of it—of the roth; and then Scott reports: “Not one 
has succeeded in getting through these difficulties increased by the 
darkness. They have all returned but the gallant and indefatigable 
Capt. Lee of the Engineers who has been constantly with the operat- 
ing forces who is just in from General Shields and Cadwalader to 
_Teport their request that a powerful diversion be made against the 
entire center of the enemy’s entrenched camp about five o’clock in 
the morning”’. 

But after the futile efforts of six couriers to reach Shields, Capt. 
Philip Kearny is called to ride it! Kearny, swift as lightning, proves 
the challenge; and under a clearing sky,—the moon now visible 
towards midnight after Lee’s departure on the mission attempts 
the operation on horseback!—An “impossible” task! But for that 
matter, Pedrigal of Mexico or Corduroy of St. Lawrence County, to 
Kearny were equally easy, equally hard. At least he drew on his 
experience near “Kearney’s Fall”, and “Kearney’s Bridge”, in St. 
Lawrence County, to help him in a great crisis; and according to de 
Peyster Kearny accomplished it! And de Peyster’s oral testimony 
was guarded against doubt by Kearny’s repetition of the story on 
Many occasions. But by the time Kearny returns, Lee and Scott are 
only dreaming of Pedrigal and the like! Scott,—Phil. winged on 
the morrow—may never have known of it; certainly Scott’s report 
written immediately upon Lee’s return was without the good news. 

This difficult operation on horse back, observes Phil.’s first cousin 
and as we know, his constant companion, was attributed to Lee by 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


their Chief. But others understood at the time that Kearny was the 
one who first traversed the Pedrigal to link the separated Divisions 
through the information which he carried! Kearny on his return 
from Mexico often spoke of this ride as the most difficult he had ever 
achieved! Kearny, if not the first, was certainly one of the first who 
succeeded in it. “It was wonderful how he succeeded! For he made 
his way over it at night—soonlight to be true—leaping his horse 
over the clefts!” Evidently it was after Lee’s return when the moon 
had arisen. 

Immediately Scott dispatched General Twiggs and Lee to collect 
the force to make the diversion against the center to be made about 
five o'clock in the morning of the 2oth, when the main battle was to 
be opened near the hamlet of Contreras and towards the village of 
San Antonio. 

The soldiers, weary and hungry, and with little or nothing to eat 
in their haversacks; and without the possibility of sleep; spent the 
night unsheltered from the storm, awaiting the last hour of darkness 
to gain the position whence to storm and gain the enemy’s works,— 
and Phil. to gain his historic crown; and American Literature—“A 
Dashing Dragoon”, the Charge of the One Hundred! 

That night Philip Kearny slept soundly for three hours exactly as 
after the fearful fields of the Civil War,—of Williamsburg, Seven 
Pines, not the Six Days Retreat, Malvern Hill, Bull Run and 
Chantilly—at Chantilly forever—fighting Lee, Longstreet, Johnston, 
Beauregard, Ewell, Magruder and Stonewall Jackson; tonight peace- 
ably lying side by side, their sleep broken by no dream of fratricidal 
war. Kearny was the first to gain a National name on the morrow 
on the field of Churubusco! 

And now while Kearny,—and Lee,—are sound asleep in Staff 
Headquarters, let’s take a look at Kearny’s and Lee’s parts in the 
operations of the 18th and 19th and at the vital importance of the 
Lee-Kearny reconnoissance redetermining, as it did, Scott’s plan of 
attack on the 19th and 2oth. 

Returning on the 18th to Scott’s Headquarters, Phil. reported his 
part in the operation. His Dragoons, in advance of Lee and the in- 
fantry by some 300 yards, had been met by a large body of cavalry 
which was driven from its point of observation and from sight of his 
escort; and his prisoners witnessed to the success of the battle. He 
had already interviewed the prisoners; and the purport of their story, 
—and of his’ judgment,—pointed to the practicability of a route 
“across and along the Pedrigal” over which, his prisoners told him, 
the Mexican cavalry had passed,—a force of 150 Lancers, to the point 
where Kearny had captured them. The fact that Kearny—far in 
advance of Lee,—had seen the Mexicans flee rapidly, proved to him 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


that the “impassability” of the route to the road flanking the en- 
trenched camp of the enemy at Contreras was Mexican propaganda! 
Here was living proof that cavalry could pass over the Pedrigal in 
some way of which they at least knew; and that a turning movement 
was not only practical but advisable—so Phil. reported to Scott. 

That night Phil. and his old friend of the Diplomatic Mission, Lt. 
Semmes, were present at Scott’s council, supporting tacitly his com- 
panion of the day’s adventure, Capt. Lee, to determine definitely the 
_ toad of advance of the Army and the point of the great battle before 

the City of Mexico! Scott took the arguments under advisement,— 
he had actually then and there reached his conclusion!—and de- 
termined to abandon the plan of attack already provisionally fixed 
upon and to follow the counsel of Lee and Kearny, and as we have 
seen, early the next morning, the 19th, the American Army was on its 
way across the Pedrigal! And on the morning of the 20th was near 
the hamlet of Contreras! 

During the 19th Kearny, now detached from Staff duty, continued 
his operations as Escort to Lee, his force supplemented by the noble 
Capt. Andrew H. McReynolds of the Third Dragoons, Kearny’s 
Junior Captain, and Scott’s Escort to Headquarters. | 

General Valencia, anticipating that the object of the Dragoon 
movement, and of the reconnoitering party, was to determine the 
strength and position of the enemy’s force at Contreras, sent a force 
of 500 Lancers to drive the enemy back. Kearny’s Dragoons were 
in advance; and the party of infantry under Lt. Col. William 
Montrose Graham were in the rear. “When we approached within 
range’, Capt. McReynolds reported: “the Mexicans opened fire on 
us when Kearny, whose keen military eye was quick to see an oppor- 
tunity and as quick to embrace it, promptly ordered a Charge when 
the enemy as promptly retreated to a point where the ground was 
covered with Pedrigal where they fancied the Dragoons could not 
conveniently operate. But Kearny equal to every emergency, and 
without waiting for the infantry, immediately ordered our Dragoons 
to dismount, and advance on foot; killed and wounded and captured 
a large number, and drove the remainder to flight”, Then Mc- 
Reynolds adds an interesting postscript: “Col. Graham was quite 
indignant that Kearny should have acted without his orders and thus 
bear off the laurels that of right belonged to him; but Kearny never 
stood on the order of his going; when opportunity offered he always 
went ! 

“The great conflict of the day followed; the struggle was terrific 
and when night closed success was with neither army; but by a 
desperate charge at dawn on the 2oth the enemy’s works were 
carried !” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The controlling value of the Lee-Kearny exploit, and the masterlv 
engineering capacity of Capt. Lee of the Engineer Corps—as well 
as the technique of Lee’s operation—is witnessed by General Ethan 
Allen Hitchcock’s Bedtime Diary Story of the night of August 18th 
and 19th: 

August 18th: Capt. Lee’s reconnoissance today has settled the route 
of General Scott’s march. 

August 19th: Each man of from eight to ten thousand Americans 
who had to pass that way took over a bag of sand on his shoulders 
so they mended the road as they went with eight or ten thousand © 
bags of sand. 

Again on August 18th: Captain Lee’s reconnoitering party for a 
road in the hope of finding that San Antonio—just beyond Contreras 
~——could be turned proved it could be. His supporting party—Capt. 
Kearny—fell in with a party of Mexicans, killed several, took five 
prisoners, with the loss of only one horse. 

August 19th: We have passed over a road almost impassable; the 
volcanic slag is terrible upon the feet of animals, upon the wagons, 
etc. 

George Wilkins Kendall, pre-Associated Press Correspondent, 
founder and proprietor of the New Orleans Daily Picayune, ac- 
companying the Army,—his reports were authoritative and copied 
verbatim by the Press of America—writes the quasi-official report 
in his paper: 


A reconnoitering party was sent over in the direction of Contreras 
with the object of ascertaining whether the entrenched camp of the 
enemy near Contreras and the strong position of San Antonio could 
not be turned and possession gained of another road leading into the 
City. The party sent out to cover the Engineers under Capt. Philip 
Kearny had a skirmish with the Mexican force which ended in driv- 
ing the latter back with heavy loss. But the reconnoissance had a far 
more important result as it demonstrated the practicability of making 
a road for heavy artillery and gaining a foothold on the Contreras 
and San Angel road to the City. That the former was fortified 
was ascertained not only from the personal observations of the 
Engineers but from prisoners taken by Kearny in the skirinish. It 
was deemed practical to cross the Pedrigal and rout the force near 
Contreras and the plan was adopted by the American Commander. 

But of all accounts, official and lay, the best chronicle of the events 
of this and the succeeding days, revealing at a glance the logical 
sequence of the Lee-Kearny reconnoissance with the advance of the 


1See Col. Totten’s report, Chief of Engineers; also Col. Wm. Graham’s 


report. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Army over its ré-chosen route, and the consequent facility of the 
Mexican rout at the battles of Contreras and San Antonio,—and 
very properly therefore the logical entrance of the Army of the 
United States into the City of Mexico on the 2oth, in the person of 
the Reconnoitering Kearny,—is Lt. Ewell’s letter soon to be “Lt. 
General Ewell of the Confederate States of America,” one of 
Kearny’s greatest friends, then as always, whose letters Phil. cap- 
tured fifteen years later when he accelerated Ewell’s exit out of 
Manassas in the Civil War—a letter revealed at the time this para- 
graph is being written: 


Dear : On the 18th we were sent out to reconnoiter 
the road towards the Pedrigal—we wished to cross the Pedrigal to 
turn the enemy’s works; and our Dragoons, and several hundred 
infantry under Col. Graham, escorted Capt. Lee toward but not across 
the Pedrigal. When we got to the edge the Dragoons were a few 
hundred yards ahead of the infantry and about two hundred Mexicans 
stuck away in the cracks behind the rocks began firing on us quite 
to my surprise, for it was the first time I had been under fire! It 
was some time before I could comprehend. But presently a horse 
in the ranks tumbled over shot through the heart and I could hear 
the bullets striking the ground around us and singing over our head. 

Capt. Kearny brought up his Dragoons after sending me with a 
detachment down a path leading a short distance into the Pedrigal. 
The Mexicans retreated after a fight leaving eight or ten dead and 
about as many prisoners. The next day our Army began to take up 
position where we had the fight. The evening of the roth nearly all 
the Army was in the Lava crossing to the other side by four or five 
different routes. 

The Mexican Commander-in-Chief then ordered General Valencia 
that night to retire. “Pshaw’’! said the latter. ‘Tell Santa Anna to 
go to Hell, I’ve saved the Republic’! A fight of ten minutes the 
next morning had utterly destroyed his Army and Santa Anna 
abandoned Contreras and San Antonio and we rushed against Churu- 
busco and a bloody field it was. 


So much for Ewell’s story for the present. Ewell continues his 
chapter with the “Charge of the One Hundred!” 

But now for the Battle of Mexico, the common name given to the 
series of battles fought on the 20th around the hamlet of Contreras, 
Churubusco, the “Tete-du-Pont” and the San Antonio Gate. 

Scott, in his report, says that “‘to the series of unsurpassed achieve- 
ments on the 2oth right in sight of the capital I shall give the General 
name of the Battle of Mexico.” And Phil. Kearny’s gallant Charge 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


was responsible for its nomenclature! For the Hero of Fort Sumter 
records in his Diary, and tells the why and wherefore of this baptism 
by Scott of his Battle: 


August 28th:—Diary entry of Capt. Robert Anderson: Major 
Wade and Capt. Philip Kearny, both of whom I saw today are 
doing well. 

The actions of the 2oth are collectively called the Battle of Mexico 
as the battle extended to the gates of the City, Phil. Kearny being 
shot within fifty or seventy-five yards from tt. 


On the night of the 19th Generals Shields and Cadwalader, as we 
have seen, had reached Contreras, following the trail blazoned by 
Kearny in the first Battle of the City of Mexico incident to the Lee 
reconnoissance. The American forces had reached a point half a 
mile nearer to the City than the enemy’s strongly fortified camp. 

At three o’clock in the morning of the 2oth without the aid of 
cavalry or artillery, the movement commenced, directed against the 
rear of the enemy’s camp. Col. Riley led and was followed by Gen- 
erals Cadwalader and Smith. Col. Riley reached an elevation behind 
the enemy’s force and from this point he successfully stormed the 
entrenchments; drove in the enemy’s flank and placed and planted 
the colors of several of his regiments over the ramparts and in seven- 
teen minutes had driven the enemy out and carried their formidable 
works! 

Scott then writes po, Bel his Official Report,—to the Nation !— 
published in all the New York papers: 


I doubt whether a more brilliant victory is to be found on record! 
We did not number over 4,500 rank and file,? and we knew that the 
enemy actually had engaged upon the spot 7000 men with at least 
12,000 more hovering within sight. 


By capturing San Antonio, Scott knew, that a shorter and better 
road would be opened to Mexico City for his trains and siege guns. 
The capture of this point was speedily accomplished following the 
fall of their entrenched camp at Contreras. 

In the meanwhile Col. Harney’s brigade of cavalry joined General 
Scott who had followed the troops from Contreras and who with 
General Twiggs were under orders to attack San Antonio. 

Scott then writes: “I directed Capt. R. E. Lee with Capt. Philip 
Kearny’s troop of the first Dragoons to reconnoiter that strong point; 
and next dispatched Brig. General Pillow to make the attack on it in 


2 This represented a thirtieth part of the Army Phil. fought with and against 
in the Italian Campaign; and Scott’s Force one-third of the little French Army 


in Algiers. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


connection with General Worth.” Before this attack the enemy 
retreated. 

Meanwhile Scott directed a reconnoissance to be made far to the 
right where the balance of his Army was posted near the strongly 
fortified Convent and Church of Churubusco in the hamlet of that 
name which was about one mile distant. General Twiggs was ordered 
to attack the Convent held in force by the enemy and, as part of this 
movement upon the fortified Convent, General Franklin Pierce, ° 
future President of the United States, just able to keep the saddle— 
for since late the evening before, he had received a severe hurt by 
the fall of his horse,—was ordered to attack the enemy in right and 
rear. General Shields with New York and South Carolina volun- 
teers, the “Empires” and the “Palmettos,’’ whose banner Phil. was to 
capture in the Civil War, was ordered to follow General Pierce and 
to take command of all the forces engaged in this operation— 
none other than the famous battle of Churubusco! 

These operations being “in being,” the Battle now raged from leit 
to right of the whole line. The fall of San Antonio, which had 
been badly shaken by the attack on Contreras, Scott now tells us was 
“the second glorious Victory of the Day.” All the Divisions en- 
gaged at those points now hastened to the attack on the Convent at 
Churubusco, which, with a bridge head fortification—the Téte-du- 
Pont—some four hundred yards distant, now alone blocked the path 
to the City of Mexico and its capture! 

Here at the Convent the most noted battle of the Battle of Mexico 
was fought. It was screened by strong field works and by the bridge 
head or “Téte-du-Pont”, with bastions and curtains at the head of 
the bridge, over which the road from San Antonio passed to the 
Mexican Capital. The whole remaining force of the Mexicans some 
27,000 men, cavalry, artillery and infantry, collected from every 
quarter, were now in, around or within supporting distance of these 
works, resolved to make a “‘last and desperate stand before the Capital,” 
as Scott elocuted, “of an ancient Empire, now of a great Republic, 
which the assailants were resolved to win. Not an American, and 
we had less than one third of their number, had a doubt as to the 
result” ! 

The battle was now approaching the Convent from two divergent 
angles——to the laymen’s eyes two separate combats—against the 
bridge head and the Convent. . 

For an hour the fortified Church was hotly attacked by Twiggs; 
while Generals Worth and Pillow massed their combined forces upon 
the Téte-du-Pont. 

This formidable bridge head was assaulted and carried by the 
bayonet; the wide ditch, protecting it, being finally gallantly crossed 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


by five infantry regiments of which the 11th was preéminent in bravery 
under Kearny’s friend of the escort, Lt. Col. Graham. 
, 

At length the Convent fell and of this Scott writes to his Public: 
“The immediate result of this third signal Victory of the Day was 
three field pieces, 129 prisoners, much ammunition and two colors 
taken at the Téte du Pont”. Scott undoubtedly will be President! 
Taylor is out of the news! 

But the battle around the Convent deserves a little closer look. 
Here the battle raged most fiercely and was most bloody and eventful. 
It was remarkable for the reason that the most desperate defense 
was made by a company of deserters from the American Army, more 
than 100 in number, commanded by Thomas Riley, a deserter from 
the Third Infantry. This company of deserters were known as the 
Legion of St. Patrick who manned three pieces of artillery and on 
many occasions tore down the white flag when hoisted by the Mexi- 
cans as a signal for surrender and so added to the total of death 
among their old comrades in the Service. They fought desperately ; 
and from their position the firing was tremendous! They had been 
placed in the first rank by the wily Mexicans, these poor fellows, and 
were doomed to death either from their rear or by the guns or ropes 
of General Scott! Libelously called The Irish Legion it was made 
up in large part of American, German, relatively few Irish, French, 
Italian and other elements largely recent immigrants in New York 
City. 

Now watch Phil. Kearny! Scott talking: 


THE CAVALRY CHARGE AT CHURUBUSCO 
By THE COMMANDING GENERAL 


As soon as the Téte-du-Pont was carried, the greater part of 
Worth’s and Pillow’s forces passed the bridge in rapid pursuit of 
the flying enemy. These distinguished Generals coming up with the 
forces of General Shields at Churubusco, now also victorious, the com- 
bined Army continued to press upon the fugitives to within a mile 
and a half of the Capital. 

The cavalry charge was headed by Capt. Philip Kearny of the 
First Dragoons; having in squadron with him one troop of Capt. 
McReynolds’s squadron of the Third Dragoons, making the usual 
escort to General Headquarters, but early in the day detached for 
general service were now under Col. Harney’s orders. The gallant 
Captain not obeying or not hearing the recall that had been sounded 
dashed up to the San Antonio gate sabering in his way all who re- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


sisted. Of his seven officers of the squadron Kearny lost his arm; 
McReynolds and Lt. Lorimer Graham were both seriously ane 
and Lt. R. S. Ewell, who succeeded*to the command of the Escort, 
had two horses killed under him. So terminated the series of events 
I have so feebly presented. 

Kearny’s Legend: The First and Last battles of the Battle of 
Mexico! 

After so many victories, Scott reported, we might with little addi- 
tional loss have occupied the Capital the same evening. But Mr. 
Trist, the Commissioner sent to negotiate the peace, as well as many 
intelligent neutrals and some American residents, counseled against 
precipitation lest by wantonly driving away the government and 
others, dishonored, we might scatter the elements of peace, excite a 
spirit of National desperation and thus indefinitely postpone the hope 
of accommodation. Deeply influenced by these dangers and re- 
membering our mission, “to conquer the peace!’’—the origin of a 
famous phrase—“the Army very cheerfully sacrificed to patriotism 
the éclat that would have followed an entrance, Sword in Hand, into 
a great Capital. I halted the victorious army at the gates of the city 
and had them cantoned in the neighborhood villages.” On the fol- 
lowing day, the 2Ist, a mission came out from the city to propose a 
peace ;° on the 22nd commissions were appointed by the Commanders 
of the two armies; and an Armistice was signed on the 23rd, ratifica- 
tions being exchanged on the 24th. 

Kearny on the ramparts, sword in hand; Trist and the hobbled 
Scott crying “Enough !’—Kearny soon to be without his arm, sacri- 
ficed to Trist’s diplomacy to negotiate California into the Union. 

Throughout the Nation the Press was full of the exploit and was 
the origin of the popular acclaim when Kearny, after serving in 
foreign wars, returned to draw his sword for the Nation in the Civil 
War, which Pickett recalled in the letter we have read. 

In the Picayune the Charge was immortalized by the diamond pen 
of the great Kendall: “It was undoubtedly one of the bloodiest and 
most desperate charges on record. It had no parallel in modern war- 
fare and is one of the most brilliant and decisive feats which have 
occurred during the war. 

“This is the moment when General Scott 1f ever might have en- 
tered the city. Everywhere the inhabitants of the town set up the 
cry that the Americans were upon them and the whole population was 
stricken defenseless with panic terror. But the Dragoons were re- 
called from the pursuit and the survivors of the desperate charge 
covered with wounds and with honor! In every narrative of the 


8 Santa Anna claimed Scott initiated the armistice. I am inclined to think 
Trist did—Scott actually proposing it to Santa Anna. 


[ 98 ] 






YWVSARM WIS 2 


ais eil deol yertasM mothavpe st to eisdiiid | 


bobnwow yYlenotwse ited stow mardcw rorabo Eat 


+ of bevilorti ma I souteiorte sd? botcitini 094 hemigis sank ign 


























. sh os 
sit to boeing os of bebsasowe orkw pale, 2 a "Mb 
» lo zoPtoer odd bvfpwieest 62 Lone! esbou balls aserod owt b D: m 


its of} to eolited tec] bun tet oT sega 2’ 


2 eoholoivy yas wethceat ? 
| a b siqus20 Svarl ezol f 
Si i. a1 gO0 ire Tofolesiimmo) orld ant 
Balser: insbieat neohomA smoe hrs rabaennies's crag 
inomntsvog sii yaws grivinh vinctnsw WH gael mois st 8 
89q Fo elit! sit istiace ideun ow Bstocodeth .21etie © 
| snomieog vistensbni enti bas novsisqesb fenciteA jo Shiga! 
tab sestit vd bsoneviint vid re .noitshbonumnoms } 
+—-"hsapeq ony ytrpcoo of .woleelnt Wo - anirsdansat” 
nq of boviirase yilwiresds cay vimnA orl" —sesidq euom a 
sli ni biow2 sorettes as bewollot svad blyow dedi 48lod Set 
) 2otee SAT te Yis ewottoior: oct botied I st: ay isorg a) 
sr 22GGHTT ODOT ‘yion oc) ot bonodans nol? bad bts 
@ ot Yt orl fi Juo oma moiezinr s teis Sil iil gaiwe : 
Mito SI a | WHOSE 37 w ero! rurto> bres oct 3 to *; 7 po 
. ) beiigte 2ow sortern xs bag ; ett ows ott % 
dips ott no bom nelaes gated anoit 
wT fot | 2 ,zliegmen of} no yee 
; {7163 A-— reg uot ai "9 iv nese" 
yogon of yoemolaih s‘tanT of Meme 
o975 Oe. “A to08l 930 owT «ft 
gms nodw mitsloos teingoq oft io mgho Sabo 
a tO it wetb of borruss2 y LSW Ping 


‘ 


higre wars Y thoxod lover) sore feenons sth eben tr 

wot sei to etandidedni sat 5 act rev ira ait brat 

isiigqeq slosiw oA? bas mod? mnogu crow enzomomA on} tasks ved 

y encommd adi wa wr) aan rliirw eesivertoteb madoith 

sxtooash st to etovretwe ols bow sianing off? mot) bof 
if 


ovuini ter: ¢ove al ‘romeo! suiw bos ebouow mitw Be ot - 


eonk sinke of % gaizoqorg pe iii. 3 
[aj aie 


‘SUloIjUOT JO PLBMY}NOS ole punorsyoIeqG dy} UI 
SUIRJUNOW JO VSULI MOT OYT, “SPjotyS [esouoyH Aq payoe}je uorjisod oy} St ‘s9ot} Ao][e} VY} PuosAdG 4Yst1 sy} UG ‘OdSNqnanyD }e 
JUIJAUOT) PUL YOANYD of} St ainzord oY} JO TO}UII IY} UL “patoPWRYS SPM LIL S [IY 9}VS JY} Je IDM JOULISIP 94} UI Uses A}ID JU} 
OWL IotTeyD Atpeard snowref IY} poy [Yq YIM ssose JUOg Np dJ9J 94} UO YOe}}e oy} s}Uosoidaat auVds Jedrourid syy, “jJuosoid sea 
oYyM JeqoN [reg Aq st ‘soyjne oy} Aq PauUMO AOU ‘UOT}IIT[OD Sc[IYg Woy OIsnqninyy JO I][}}eq 93Y} JO SutAeI5uad patOjoD siyy 





Se 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


events of Churubusco we have seen, the charge and pursuit by 
Kearny’s Dragoons was exalted and applauded. But it appears 
to have impressed the Mexicans far more than the popular mind of 
our own countrymen. In various letters we have seen written by 
the Mexicans from the Capital they speak of the audacity of the 
Dragoons as terrible and almost supernatural.” 

But now let’s charge alongside of Phil. into the capital of the 
Republic on that eventful day. 

Phil.’s column consisting of about 100 Dragoons overtook the 
Mexicans about half a mile outside the Garita*—gate—of San 
Antonio Abad, through which the road passing over the bridge from 
the Téte-du-Pont enters the city. Beyond this gate commence the 
suburbs of Mexico. 

A battery mounting two guns defended the Garita. The retreat 
sounded—not heard by Kearny or Ewell far in advance of their 
comrades,—W orth, Scott and all others to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing,—and the men generally, rightly obeyed the signal and small 
parties continued to drop off from time to time; and so the Party 
with Kearny was soon reduced to three or four sets of fours! 

Just in front of the gate, a ditch had been dug nearly across the 
Causeway. It was impassable for men on horseback. Seeing that 
the mounted officers flying before the Dragoons abandoned their 
horses at the ditch and mingled with the flying Mexicans, Kearny 
flung himself from his saddle, called upon his men to follow; dashed 
across the ditch, and threw himself—as he planned—in the midst of 
the Mexicans to enter the battery with them! He was nobly sup- 
ported by Captain McReynolds, Third U. S. Dragoons, principally 
from Michigan,® and Lieutenant John Lorimer Graham, and of course, 
Lieutenant Ewell, and by Major Mills, serving with Captain Kearny 
as a volunteer, who was killed inside the gate. 

Kearny soon to swoon from loss of blood, had a confused idea 
of what happened at this juncture; still he had a distinct recollection 
of many interesting incidents. He remembered a Mexican officer 
pointing him out to the Infantry in the works; and by gestures, urg- 
ing his men to take good aim at him,—a whole South Carolina regi- 
ment,—now by-standers,—were told to aim at that ‘“‘One-armed 
devil”—-now to become such!—at Williamsburg, 15 years later,— 
and to shoot him down. “The features of this officer,” Kearny said, 
“impressed my mind with such vivid force that I would have recog- 
nized him afterwards.” 

The jam soon prevented Kearny from using his weapon and it 


* The customhouse serving as a fortification at the gate. 
5 Kearny’s prime troops in the Civil War,—‘Tiger-Fighters” as he screamed 
to them at Seven Pines,—were Michigan men. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


appeared to him aa if a hundred hands had hold of him at once! 
How he extricated himself he could never tell! However, when he 
freed himself, his leather cross-belt to which his officer’s cartridge 
box was attached, was gone; likewise his pistol; likewise his waist- 
belt torn off in the struggle to get free; yet he could not remember 
how or when! 

“Nothing saved Phil. but the panic inspired by his audacity!” 

“Terror-struck, the Mexicans seemed to have slunk back ap- 
palled and unmanned.” Later Santa Anna, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Mexicans, at the gate at that moment, wrote to his Congress: 
“What might we expect when a mere handful of the U. S. Dragoons 
had the temerity to mount the rampart of our own defenses!” 

The Mexicans either abandoned their guns or ceased to charge 
and fire them; even the Musketry ceased to fire. Had Kearny been 
followed by the numbers which commenced the charge, or had no 
signal to recall been blown, and had he been supported by a small 
force of Infantry, he would have made his way with this force into 
the City of Mexico; most probably would have captured the capital. 

From the Garita of San Antonio to the Grand Plaza is less than’ 
a mile and three-quarters and within the barrier there was not a single 
defensive work and no organized defenders; all were fear-stricken 
and flying. 

Finding himself alone, but free, Kearny retraces his steps along 
the Causeway on foot; but he had scarcely withdrawn when the 
Mexicans remanned their guns and commenced firing grape down 
the road! 

Now on foot, Phil. encountered one of his gray Dragoon horses: 
sprang into the saddle, and attempted to spur the beast into a gallop ; 
but the animal—my kingdom for my “Moscow” ! *—was plain done 
up and whether from exhaustion or wounds could hardly hobble 
along. It must have seemed quite ridiculous !—Except suddenly his 
arm fell helpless at his side, shattered by a ball a little below the 
shoulder! 

Although suffering excruciating pain, and bleeding profusely Phil. 
still was able to keep the saddle. The flow of blood, however, soon 
brought on exhaustion so that he was about to fall from his horse 
when he came across a group of our soldiers. They staunched the 
blood as well as they were able; placed him in a blanket, and carried 
him to the hospital. 

He suffered frightfully until an operation was performed the next 
day; and he often said no words could express his sense of relief 
as soon as the arm was amputated. While Doctor De Leon was at 
work, Franklin Pierce—ever instinct with sympathy—held his head. 


6 “Moscow” immortalized by Sir William Russell in the Civil War. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny often spoke with immense gratitude of the feeling displayed 
on this occasion by the future President! 

Kearny at this time was not the robust man he afterwards devel- 
oped into; nor was his wound an ordinary one. Scarcely any of the 
arm was left; it was taken off so near the shoulder. 

Phil.’s arm was shattered on the 2oth at nightfall; amputated at 
dawn on the 21st. He wrote his Report,—the first in battle as an 
American soldier,—on the 24th from the hospital: Notice Phil. was 
“attending” the charge! Note it because throughout his Reports to 
the end, Kearny the Professional Soldier, hides his light under a 
bushel ; but he loves to pour out his burning soul to his then “beloved 
Agnes,” and to tell the exact military situation to the great lawyer 
of his day, Cortlandt Parker, his counsel in the Civil War, who 
knows well how to use exact military knowledge derived from a 
military scientist to help save the Union against incompetence, cow- 
ardice or treason! 

Phil.’s report was very interesting and should be read to interpret 
his military character. 


KEARNY’S REPORT OF THE BATTLE 


August 24th, 1847: As I was not wounded until the last of the 
action of the 2oth, I have the honor to report: that my squadron, 
myself attending, accompanied the general in chief to the redoubt at 
Contreras. 

Then Phil. recounts what Ewell has already told us. After the 
enemy’s works were carried, I was ordered to charge down the road- 
towards the city after the retreating army. The Mexicans were 
overtaken soon after we entered on the Causeway about three- 
quarters of a mile from the city and suffered a severe slaughter up 
to its very gates. 

Understanding that a Battery was at the end of the Causeway I 
communicated through Lieutenant Steele, AAA General to Colonel 
Harney, my firm intention io charge it, trusting to the panic to enter 
with the fugitives. Myself, Lieutenant Steele and Lieutenant Ewell, 
together with some Dragoons, whose horses were over excited, were 
considerably ahead of the main body, coming full on the redoubt, 
when the enemy opened a fire of grape upon us and amongst the 
fugitives. I gave the command to my men to dismount and carry 
it, presuming that the movement would be observed and followed 
by the rest of the Column. 

This movement not being understood by our men; and the recall 
which had been sounded, and imperfectly heard at the rear, caused 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


them to halt and retire but in creditable order. Then of course, 
a gap; Phil.’s loss of blood; his memory was hazy; nothing fit for 
a Report. Phil. then adds: Company F. of the rst Dragoons had 
been the leading one on the Causeway which explains its severe loss. 
I have particularly to mention the gallant conduct of Lieutenant 
Ewell who had two horses shot under him immediately at the barri- 
cade and whose conduct, in our previous affair with the squadron 
on the 18th was most conspicuous. Lieutenant Lorimer Graham, 
who was wounded, deserves my thanks for his gallantry on this day 
as well as for heading a detachment of the Company against the 
superior odds on the 12th.’ 1 
Captain McReynolds suffered from a severe wound in his arm. 
But it is to the non-Commissioned Officer and privates that credit is 
more particularly due for their conduct there and elsewhere. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
P. Kearny, Jr. 
Captain First Dragoons 
Commanding Ist. Squadron, 2nd 
Battalion, Cav. Brigade. 


The charge was in the presence of the whole army which was 
now converged in pursuit from all quarters; and the generals com- 
manding gave splendid accounts of Phil.’s exploit. 

General Pillow’s official report was a glorious one: Captain Kearny 
of the First Dragoons, commanding the Squadron of Dragoons, made 
his way with great difficulty across the wide and marshy fields and 
deep ditches toward the main road. Seeing no field for the action 
of his fine squadron until the Téte-du-Pont was carried, I had held 
him in reserve. I then let him loose! Furious was his charge upon 
the retreating foe, dealing death with his unerring sabre, until he 
reached the very suburbs of the city and drew from the enemy’s 
battery at the Garita a heavy and destructive fire by which the gallant 
Captain lost his arm and McReynolds and Lorimer Graham were 
wounded. : 

But now let Lieutenant General Ewell, of the Confederate States 
of America—then Lieutenant Ewell of the United States Dragoons! 
—conclude his story, deciding after nearly a century of silence till 
1935, some mooted historical questions: Kearny heard not the recall: 
Kearny entered the city: The recall was not lawfully in the bugle of its 
Blower! And heard or not heard, Kearny should have disregarded it. 

7 This was a most gallant act saving the life of Lieutenant Hamilton, engaged 
in a Diplomatic mission, when part of his escort fled the field! In personal 
bravery Lorimer Graham was without a peer. This was one of the “many 
skirmishes” of Kearny’s troop recorded in Hitchcock’s diary. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


THE CHARGE OF THE ONE HUNDRED BY A 
DISTINGUISHED CONFEDERATE 


Captain Kearny was ordered at the close of the fight to follow the 
Mexicans down the avenue along which thousands were retreating. 
We overtook them about one-seventh of a mile from the city gates 
and I rather think they suffered somewhat! 

The gates were a good deal obstructed and we pushed them so 
rapidly that they got into the water on each side of the road. They 
began firing on us and to some effect too. 

When we approached the gate, I saw the crowd before us open, 
and then I saw a piece of artillery frowning over the works! Cap- 
tain Kearny had given orders to dismount in such a case and carry 
the works; but when I looked around, to my horror, I found the 
Dragoons some distance in the rear! 

There were three companies in all, Captain Kearny’s leading. 
Colonel Harney had ordered the recall to be sounded in the rear. 
As it took some time for the information to get to the head of the 
column, they not being able to hear in all the noise and confusion, 
we were engaged while the rear was retreating. 

Colonel Harney had refused to lead the charge, and of course, 
should not have interposed as it was out of his power to control 
after we passed him. Only a miracle saved Captain Kearny and 
myself! He lost his arm by a grapeshot, after getting in and out 
of the works. I had two horses shot under me, one by musketry 
by the side of the road, the other by canister shot through the neck. 
The second was able to bring me back at a walk. Captain Kearny 
and I came back from the pursuit of the Mexicans four or five 
hundred yards without further molestation to our troop. 


But a singular intriguing coincidence, fortunate for Kearny’s fame, 
enshrined a “Dashing Dragoon, the Murat of the American FAT 
in the classic battle literature of America! 

Mayne Reid, later celebrated author, then a young lieutenant of 
a column of 60 volunteers, reduced to thirty-two after his exploit, 
sent to help turn the Teéte-du-Pont, sprang forth as his brave men 
wavered, and called upon his troops to follow forward! His Irish 
drummer-boy gave a soul stirring tap of his drum and as if keeping 
time to its quick rolling, Empires and Palmettos—the New York and 
South Carolina troops, bitterest enemies in the Civil War,—rushed 
forward to the bayonet charge and the enemy scattered and fled the 
field! Exhausted by their long continued struggle, saturated with 
water from sole to waist and laden with sink-mud, Captain Reid 
and his victorious troops made slow progress in pursuit of the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


fleeing foe. But at this moment, there appeared,—but let Lieutenant 
Reid tell his classic tale: 


A DASHING DRAGOON: THE MURAT OF THE 
AMERICAN ARMY 


But at that moment there appeared, coming along the Causeway, 
a troop going quicker, that promised to take the pursuit off their 
hands. It was a troop, a squadron, of horsemen, with horses all of 
light iron gray color! 

Emerging from the smoke-cloud of Churubusco, they looked like 
a band of angels with Gabriel at their head! It was Kearny with 
his squadron of cavalry! Before the fatigued foot had time to con- 
gratulate themselves on the relief, the Dragoons came sweeping past! 
They were going at full gallop in half sections of twos, the men 
with sloped sabres, the horses with snorting nostrils, each buried 
in the spread tail of that preceding him; the hoofs of all striking 
simultaneously on the firm crown of the causeway, as if they were 
galloping to set music! 

At their head rode a man of slight stature, with light-colored hair, 
and a complexion to correspond. A long tawny moustache became 
the classical type of face, and somewhat aquiline nose that sur- 
mounted it. They were features belonging to a natural-born com- 
mander, and looked in their place at the head of a charging troop. 
They were the features of Phil. Kearny! 

The young New York officer,’ recognizing them as those of his 
gallant friend, cried out to his tired comrades: “Now boys; three 
cheers for Phil. Kearny! You've still breath enough for that?” 
The shout that responded showed he had not mistaken their strength. 
Most of them were New Yorkers, and knew that Kearny was of 
their kind! 

The Dragoons had scarce passed when an aide-de-camp rode up, 
bearing a message from the Commander-in-Chief. It was an order 
to stay the pursuit! It was given to a lieutenant-colonel, the only 
field officer upon the ground. The order came upon the men like a 
bomb-shell, projected from the rear. Stop the pursuit! What did 
it mean? They had put the enemy to flight; and they knew he 
would not again make stand to oppose them that side the city— 
nor even in the city; for the scare upon his scattered troops would 
be sure to carry them clear through it, especially when chased by 
Kearny! 

“°T is a fatal mistake,” said Reid, “and General Scott will find 
it out in time. We have the city in our power; and it will cost more 


8 Mayne Reid. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


blood to get it so again!” “The orders are for you to halt!” shouted 
the aide-de-camp, who, accompanied by a cavalry bugler, galloped 
on after the dragoons. “Halt!” cried the New York lieutenant, 
flinging himself in front of the pursuers, and raising his sword 
with an air of determination. The men came reluctantly to a stand! 
They had scarce done so, when a spectacle commenced passing before 
their eyes that made every man of them sad—almost mad. Back, 
back along the road came riding the squadron,—Troop—of Kearny, 
not as they had passed before, at full gallop, in the flush of a 
vigorous charge; but slow and dejected as if returning from a reverse. 
And in the rear rode their leader, his left arm no longer grasping 
the reins, but hanging by his side, like the sling jacket of a hussar! 

The tale was soon told. Some hali-mile beyond the spot where 
the aide-de-camp halted us, the enemy had cut the Acapulco road 
and thrown a parapet across it, with the usual fosse outside. Here 
a few of their bravest men had determined on making a last stand. 
But Kearny, braver than they, riding at wild gallop, had leaped 
his horse into the work—with one spring, clearing both ditch and 
parapet! His faithful sergeant had followed him; both as soon as 
they alighted, plying their sabres upon the enemy inside! At that 
moment sounded the recall of the orderly accompanying Scott’s aide- 
de-camp ; and the American Dragoons, trained to the signal, pulled 
short up outside! 

It was a terrible predicament! Alone within the entrenchment, 
surrounded by a score of assailants, Kearny and his sergeant had 
no other alternative but retreat; and, wheeling right about, both 
headed their horses to releap the ditch. Their gallant grays carried 
them across—the sergeant safe; but the best cavalry officer in the 
American army received a shot in his left arm that caused him 
instantaneously to let go his bridle rein! It pained me to see it 
hanging loose, as he and his squadron filed past, going back along 
the Acapulco road! But the cheer that saluted his return was far 
more sympathetic and not less enthusiastic than that sent after him 
in his impetuous charge. 

In the battle of Churubusco, as on other Mexican fields, the 
writer of this sketch commanded a corps of men who were a strange 
conglomeration of veterans and vieux sabreurs. They had seen serv- 
ice on almost every European field, as also in Asia and Africa. They 
had been organized in New York City, under the aegis of an old 
Napoleonic officer—the Count de Bongars. By the incidence of cam- 
paign life they came under my command shortly after the battle of 
Cerro Gordo, and so continued till peace was sealed by the treaty 
of Gaudalupe Hidalgo. Among them were many cavalry men, who 
had been trained in the First Schools, and taken part in celebrated 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


charges. One and all confessed to me they had never witnessed a 
charge so perfect, so compact, so dashing, as that led by Phil. Kearny 
along the causeway of San Antonio de Abad! To convince me of 
this, I did not need their testimony: for I too had seen something 
of cavalry service—enough to know that, if there be any dispute 
as to who is the Murat of the American army, it must between two 
men of similar Christian names—two Philips: in short, between 
Kearny and Sheridan. 

Santa Anna, Mexican Commander in Chief, now vis-a-vis to Phil. 
Kearny at the San Antonio Gate, gave three accounts of the charge, 
all variant. This account is pure fiction; neither Phil, any officer, 
nor any Dragoon was taken prisoner. As for his chivalrous conduct; 
Phil.’s Arm! 

Santa Anna wrote that the attack on the convent of Churubusco 
had caused the flight of the troops which commanded the Téte-du- 
Pont and they spread out in confusion over the road to the city. 
“Then it was that the audacity of some Dragoon Enemigos tried to 
cut off the escape of our column, which had retired to the parapetos 
of Candelaria, where the Dragoons attempted to effect their escape. 
But all were killed except one Captain who was taken prisoner, who, 
with his soldiers, had taken the resolution that they would follow 
and kill Santa Anna if they could obtain such glory; if not, would 
die with honor. I directed the Captain to be spared and treated 
with every consideration; since far from offending me, I wish to 
give him the honor due to his audacity.” 

The historic Mexican account tells how Santa Anna reached the 
Garita of San Antonio, and after him the rest of the army cut to 
pieces and mixed up with some of the “Enemy’s Dragoons intoxi- 
cated with blood.” The men at the Garita discharged some grape- 
shot among them; and the Mexican Infantry, feeling that their 
entrance was now covered, opened a severe fire along the Causeway 
animated by the presence of General Santa Anna, who personally 
commanded them. “At this moment, an American officer in a uni- 
form of blue penetrated through the low earthen rampart, mounted 
on his horse, sword in hand, dealing sabre blows and falling wounded 
upon the Esplanade. Many swords were drawn to kill him; but 
the others also hastened to defend him in seeing him fall. He rose 
crippled, radiant with valor, and smiling at the felicity of being at 
the gate of the Capital!” 

Thus Philip as Mexican history sees him, was the first of the 
American army, sword in hand, to enter the gates of the capital ! 

Another account gives Santa Anna’s colloquy about Phil, fallen, 
wounded and captive in the ramparts: The Captain was surrounded 
by some of the President’s aides and “were about to kill him when 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the President interposed and ordered them only to disarm him. ‘Gen- 
eral Santa Anna,’ said an aide, ‘this man ought to be shot! He has 
himself confessed that he came here for the purfose of killing you.’ 
“How now! what said he?’ inquired the President. ‘He says,’ was 
his reply, ‘that learning at Churubusco from a prisoner, that you 
really were with the column, he, with four other soldiers who fol- 
lowed him, took the resolution of reaching and slaying your Excel- 
lency; for if they accomplished that, it would be a most glorious 
act and still more so if they should perish in doing it. Admiring 
his daring bravery, the President replied: ‘Now less than ever no 
harm will I allow to be done! The Captain is a prisoner of war; 
let him who layeth hand on him beware! Alas, if I had many 
officers like him, Scott would not now be near us.’ He then placed 
the Captain in charge of Don Augustine Tornel with whom he was 
seen entering the palace last evening.” 

Kearny’s sole military object in the charge was to open the gates 
of the city for the Army to pass through; and Scott had sounded 
the Recall; Phil’s object is frustrated; his arm shattered! Often in 
the Civil War “reckless” bravery was professed by those who sought 
to frustrate Phil.’s ambitions and to hide his military science! So 
let’s get a line at the outset—not of his courage, which is obvious— 
but of his mastery of his Military Mystery. Does sound judgment 
approve his exploit? 

Santa Anna, than whom no other authority may be greater, knew 
well that if Philip’s charge was followed through, his capital was 
doomed ; and after describing his audacity, writes: “At 11 the next 
morning, I received an officer from General Scott who proposed 
an armistice, which I accepted instantly on account of our deplorable 
situation. The rout at Padierna and the Convent; the loss of one- 
half of our heavy artillery; a like amount of musketry; and of more 
than one-third of our army had caused such desaliento that if the 
enemy repeated his attack as was expected, certainly he would occupy 
the capital, “Sin Mucha Resistencia’ ,—literally Scott’s own words 
translated into Spanish. 

Kearny’s old friend of the Diplomatic Journey, Captain Semmes, 
outraged at Phil.’s shattered arm, writes of the failure to follow 
through as philosopher and strategist: The gallant feat of my friend 
Kearny performed with less than 100 men, proved our ability to have 
entered and possessed ourselves of the city within two hours after 
the battle. In the eye of philosophy, no more blood should be shed 
in war than is necessary to effect its purpose; all waste beyond that 
is criminal! The object of General Scott was to strike a vital blow 
at the enemy by possessing his capital; and the gallant Captain 
Kearny charged by Pillow’s permission up to the very city gates. 


[ 107 ] 


ve pee ei ' 


> fa: 


YUAAAM aud. Az 1a s19 


ST ee oe 

«asd wil oriseib of ‘imo ened? barebie dc s bszoratn 

ved oH fgorle od of iiqno ost eid? obi ne bisa ‘a 

‘wor yritlid Go seoy we oft 102 oted gmmzonb aed b 

esw ‘eyse ofl tnabieorD sels bovinpnt ‘Sod bise: ts 
( eds remoeitg ® mot! nendumudd te putiheaat) ads” 
lot ow z2xwtblaz torto tH: 28 diiw off minnie Sit a ¢ 

Joox ipov yhivele brs grisoss to: aottloes1 Sift ye | 



























s 
3 
. | i. _ we ana }. - rn 
(i sd binow 7: ,ted? borletiqmoscs cont 
ta; , hel eects ; ti oe te fh 
TimbA M HMO i msaq Muoie YOu? Tt oe 670m | - 
+ » =) 


yoVi’ : botiqe: tnsbieorT sft cont ai 
; pm ° 7 p vy 
msoung s et mistigs.) odT toenob od of wolls ie 
<“s , ; ni ir P 
he é Cj is ‘4 7 : Pt, . ) 5 Fs ie + re bn - f disvale a ¥ 
ela modi oH ‘eu ta0n od woe Jom bluow errr "tts 
faOmw 1 eto) onieweuA nod to og tars mi. 
ie" re 
. Bridevs jes! sanhsq ons pint 
ley off. ego at aaw egicedo orld mm se yistilicn oloe 2 
bebnuce hert toot bas jibguowlt aeeq of yan! ontt st 
i 791593 Gf:2 t6 2irl ; boéaréewt? 2t dostdo eed 31 
idguee odw zed} yd beeesioig eaw YrevE% “ozaltout” BY é. 
. : re > us — . a ro ° 
oc meine vistilicr ext obid of bas enovidems wid eee 
jivde at doitiw sas woz zt lo ton—tathn sft 9 
shut banoz 2900 totzeyM yretilil eid to yrstesm oe 
pears 2 id 
, 4 — ’ ~~ oom | Se, : P per 5 \ a 
P Pg Mites SU ai YHHIOUMIUNE Whso Of mori 7 my, 
. a ae 
sw letians ei! .deworis bowollod 2aw egradd aati tide i 
(iy 1 ” tenth iosbua eid ¥ waidit2e2b 1531s br 3 bon 
$3 19119.) mott tsdifio as bovisose Doge 
; . Past 
@ : a oe 
uo te 26 10 ylinstent bsiqsoos 1 slomiveyas wri 
se di :tnevnoD ont bee antsibsd js jvor odT AO 
ail pen: (read 50 te 
: at > 
. & r “ct ris a | 10 a0 bu no 
Tinisitso .Dbs x5 eew Ze xi tis adam 79 ty 
+) “7 P 7 fs . PB 2), 
tose yilersiil isi2zodl op ni” la wee > 
insqe Ota shi 


> oe i¢srnolaid sit to br uae jn 2 yn ey 


hh 

’ 

~ 

. 

os 

=~ © 


coe t a . 


od 


ver to teot taslieg onlT : Jergotenia Doe cide 
stilids 120 bsvoid .nern oo1 merit eeol die bora108T: 


) atuod owt airitiw yiio ont to esvisaruo OI 
le od bivone boold som on preter wager yo self al. 8 


. 1! 
pads booayed steaw ile ; 9: eer ati tooTie of osreb 
wold lutiv = oditte of eaw i090 D terens to soniile wii. 


nissge. Inélisy odt ‘bas Issiqea aid yuieeszzag yd 1% 
2oieg Wid yov sd} of qu noiezinesg e wolliT tic Dos 


| yor} Os ye 


4 
wy 
° 
= 
+ 
4 
~~, 
_: 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


This demonstrated -the facility with which we might have entered. 

But General Quitman, looking on with the whole army, not only 
vindicates Kearny’s “recklessness”; but glories in the scene: We were 
in possession of everything except the Garita of San Antonio Abad 
which was only defended by a two-gun battery. The Mexican Army 
was paralyzed. Universal consternation prevailed in the city. The 
Dragoons under Captain Kearny were pressing the fugitives and 
charged within arm’s length of the battery in the face of its fire, 
dismounted and would have carried it with their sabres but unhappily 
the bugles under peremptory orders from the general-in-chief, 
sounded a recall. The heroic band, bleeding in every pore, and in 
the very moment of their triumph, were compelled to fall back! 
Scott reported that the army cheerfully accepted the recall but 
“instead this unlucky halt filled it with surprise and mortification. 
Thus speaks an onlooker,—turn back to this page when you meet 
Phil. Kearny again in the Civil War at Manassas, Williamsburg, 
Seven Pines and Malvern Hill! Always the Recall! 

McReynolds, at Kearny’s elbow—and who stiffened his arm while 
Kearny lost his—tells us that on the occasion of a large assembly 
of officers at Willard’s Hotel in Washington, congratulatory to Gen- 
eral Scott at the close of the Mexican war, “I chanced to be one of 
the number; and General Scott introducing me to General Dearborn 
of Massachusetts, stated that I had participated in ‘Kearny’s Charge’ 
and in his emphatic manner, added: ‘It was the boldest charge I ever 
saw or read of’.” 

Finally Justin Smith, in his classic definitive History of the War 
with Mexico, thus ends his account of the close of the Battle of 
Mexico: Oh, what a glorious sight it was to see Philip Kearny riding 
into them! His own troops were picked men; they rode picked 
horses—all iron gray—that now seemed endowed with supernatural 
strength and his other troops were fit comrades! Little by little the 
rear fours, hearing the trumpet sound the recall, dropped off. 
But Kearny, the leader, and about a dozen others, kept on like a 
swift vessel; dashing the billows of humanity right and left. The 
battery which stood at the Garita fired on friend and foe alike. Still 
the little group arrived there, leaped from their horses to carry it, 
and found—that they were alone! The panic of the enemy, however, 
saved them. ‘Tearing loose and springing into the saddle they got 
away. But a grapeshot was faster than Kearny; and so losing an 
arm, but winning a brevet, “he finished valiantly the battle of Churu- 
busco.” Phil.’s dawn, breaking into its zenith, blazed in a celestial 
sky. 

Kearny is now in the hospital suffering excruciating pain. During 
the night, it was decided to operate. The scene in the hospital was 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


appalling ; but evil, as of old, was turned into good: witness Kearny’s 
private hospital for jis Brigade—the only Brigade Hospital !—in the 
Episcopal Seminary at Alexandria in the Civil War. One of the 
surgeons views the scene with Phil. at the Palace of the Archbishop, 
as De Leon chucks three quarters of an arm on the floor! 

After operating with all my assistants until 3 o’clock in the morn- 
ing, I left the building of which I had made a temporary hospital, 
to take an hour’s rest in the open and I turned around to look at 
my amputation table. Under it was a perfect heap of arms and 
legs! Looking at myself I was covered with blood from head -to 
foot; and looking over the field of battle: The sight cures one of a 
desire for military life. If he could see the literal piles of mangled 
corpses of the slain; some without heads; some without legs or 
arms; some with their bowels torn open; the ground strewn with the 
wounded, dead and dying,—he would be content with his lot. I saw 
in the Archbishop’s palace at Tacubaya a floor covered with wounded 
officers and men; the amputated limbs quivering with life while the 
gutter of the Court was filled with streams of human blood. 

Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori!—lIt is also an escape! 

Alongside of Phil.’s Causeway, many a tiny rivulet of human in- 
terest trickled into the main stream of the Battle. 

Colonel Pierce Butler of South Carolina had been ill for several 
days; but when he heard that the Palmettos’ Flag was going into the 
fight “unaccompanied by him to whose special care it had been com- 
mitted,’ broke loose from his Physician, sprang from his sick bed, 
and weak and ghastly and almost fainting, mounted his charger and 
planted himself at the head of his regiment. This glorious hero 
was killed! 

Sergeant Stowell shot plumb through the breast at Churubusco 
whispered to Franklin Pierce who tells of the incident, “Do the boys 
say I behaved well? If I have, write home to my people,—” his 
last words. 

Phil.’s great friend, the peerless Lieutenant Colonel William Mont- 
rose Graham, dying a little later, after receiving seven wounds con- 
tinued at the head of his column; and upon receiving another through 
the heart, slowly dropped from his horse; and as he fell upon the 
ground murmured : “Forward, my men! My word to you is always— 
Forward.” 

Such the war of Phil.’s participation and experience. But let’s not 
leave the thing in air but complete the picture. Then too, the first 
sentence proves the validity of Phil’s judgment: “Follow through” 
and the folly of Diplomatic Soldiers. It was soon found that the 
armistice was treacherously imposed by the enemy to organize fur- 

® One of the fine things about Gen. Pershing: he always remained soldier. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ther resistance; and to collect their energies and strength in the hope 
of saving his capital from its threatened doom. The duplicity of the 
designs of the armistice was detected on the 6th of September and 
on the 7th the Sanguinary Battle of El Molino del Rey was fought, 
which was the opening scene of the storming of the formidable for- 
tress of Chapultepec,—San. Antonio Gate, of course, still defended 
only by two batteries !—and of the triumphal entry of the Army into 
the City. Upon these fortifications, our batteries opened fire Sep- 
tember 12th, continued until the 13th, when our troops were ready 
for the assault. 

On the 14th of September, 1847,—an ever memorable day in our 
national history,—the Army entered the City; and in full and 
resplendent uniform, the Hero of two Wars towered conspicuous 
among all the rest! Behind him followed a one-armed veteran of 
two wars, Scott’s Escort to Headquarters,—“picked men on tall gray 
horses”! A loud huzzah resounding through the City burst from the 
troops, as Scott with his magnificent Escort of the crack troops of 
the American Army went forward; the Dragoons brandishing their 
sabers high in air responded with a loud military huzzah! “But the 
American soldier who had first entered, Sword in Hand, the Bates of 
the City, was Phil. Kearny!” 

Eight months and eleven days later, Major General Stephen Watts 
Kearny, now breveted for heroic doings in the conquest of the 
territory which Phil. was supporting,—breveted against a 13-day 
speech in the Senate of the United States by John C. Fremont’s 
father-in-law, Senator Benton of Missouri, who had defended his 
son-in-law unsuccessfully against the charges made by Kearny 
against Fremont, for mutiny in California,—entered the city as 
Governor into which his gallant nephew had entered as Conqueror! 
And on August Ist, 1848, with the last of the American Army, 
“Steve” was at Vera Cruz, as Governor where Philip began his 
special service as Scott’s bodyguard. 

But before leaving Mexico City, let’s read a letter from Uncle 
Stephen to his wife; a word from McClellan; and finally a great 
French historian’s reference to Phil.’s part in the whole scene. 


San Diego, Alta, Calif. 
December 19, 1846. 
Dear Mary: 

Phil. has been sighing for a captaincy. He is now entitled to it 
since poor Johnson, who succeeded E. V. Sumner, was killed at 
San Pasqual before Captain Benjamin Moore was also killed and 
so is entitled to the first vacancy. Say nothing of this except to Phil. 

Stephen. 
[ 110] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


But no vacancy was necessary; on the 6th of December, the date 
of San Pasqual, Phil.’s commission—no nepotism about it !—was 
issued. | : 

Major General George B. McClellan, later Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armies of the United States, Phil.’s immediate superior in 
the Peninsula, bulks large when Phil. serves under him in the Civil 
War, now a Lieutenant in Mexico; and a mental link binding 
“Peninsula” and “Mexico” McClellan is revealed in McClellan’s diary. 
By these signs, ye shall know him when we see him again; his ambi- 
tion was as strong as his contempt for the volunteer: “If I cannot 
increase my rank in this War, I shall resign shortly after its close. 
I cannot stand the idea of being a Second Lieutenant all my life.... 
You can form no idea of the pleasure it gave us to meet the Regulars 
after having been so long with the cursed volunteers.”—‘‘Thus 
speaketh Zarathustra !” 

Little did Stephen dream when he wrote his wife that a French 
military historian of the Civil War would marvel that a great con- 
queror and governor—S. W. K.—would deign to take command of 
a troop of Dragoons in Scott’s Army; and that even on Stephen’s 
very private property at San Pasqual, a Teacher of history, would 
find Phil. as its hero ;—-Sic Transit Gloria etc! Did Phil. then feel 
the force of the dictum of General Grasset, making plain the link 
that bound the Civil War in the chain of the Mexican? For Grasset 
wrote in his History of the War of the Secession: “A strange coirici- 
dence! Kearny devoted body and soul to the liberal cause, was the 
promoter, the executive of an enterprise of which the effect was to 
reinforce the party of Slavery. He consecrated to that object all his 
exuberant activity. Had he reflected on the political consequences 
of his expedition?” 

Phil. is not to reappear upon the great public scene as an actor in 
America until the Civil War. Let’s follow—like lightning—through 
the years, to interpret Grasset’s meaning and to put Phil. logically in 
the presence of Generals Ewell and Lee on the Peninsula. 

In spirit, the two Kearnys in Mexico fought the same battle which 
Lee and Stonewall Jackson fought in the Civil War. Soon the 
Soldier’s battle ground became the Statesman’s and Ward Heelers’ 
too! The South, battling for Slavery in the territory of Kearny’s 
conquest against the North! Finally the Republican Party and 
Lincoln: “So far shalt thou go and no further: The United States, 
in its Territory, and the States carved out of it, shall be free,— 
Slavery remaining in its ancient stronghold only, the South! 

Then Lincoln,—Symbol of this idea,—elected: South Carolina 
secedes months before the Civil War; then the war! Philip aban- 
doned by all the friends he has formed in Mexico,—comparing them 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


to his comrades on the Peninsula, he writes, “But they were Southern 
gentlemen”,—draws his sword for the Union in a horrid fratricidal 
war in the first skirmish of which he had unwittingly fought against 
the Union with Lee and company and Uncle Steve—and against 
the United, and for the Confederate, States of America! 
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Stephen Watts Kearny. Photograph of an original painting from the collections 


of his son, Colonel Henry S. Kearny. For this photograph thanks are acknowledged 
to Mr. W. Radford Bascome, the General’s grandson. 
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CHAPTER VI 
MANIFEST DESTINY 


GENERAL KEARNY ADVANCES OUR FRONTIERS 
TO THE PACIFIC 


KEARNY, TAyLor, Scott, Woot, in the order of their political 
significance, for Kearny’s Conquest of New Mexico and Alta Cali- 
fornia was Polk’s principal, if not sole object in the Mexican War, 
were the Soldiers commanding the Corps d’Armées against the Mex- 
ican prey, which Taylor rustled from the Texas brush; while Kearny 
seized from the victim’s claws its choicest morsels! None other than 
all of the United States westward to the Pacific from the boundary 
of the realty sold by Barbé-Marbois,—whose wife was “Philadelphia 
Phil.’s great-granddaughter,—for Napoleon to Thomas Jefferson in 
1803. 

Then Taylor, Wool,—and Doniphan of Kearny’s “Army of the 
West,”—held off the Mexican Hound of War unleashed to retrieve 
the stolen goods; while old “Fuss and Feathers,’ Commander-in- 
Chief of the Armies of the United States, Phil. accompanying as 
“Escort to Headquarters,” struck at the victim’s vitals, its Capital 
City, and killed; leaving General Stephen Kearny in sovereign posses- 
sion of a great Empire to bequeath to his Country as a legacy on his 
death, October 31, 1848, when by treaty with Mexico his conquest 
had been confirmed. 

Exactly three weeks after “American blood had been shed on 
American soil” and the War was formally “in being”,—and nine 
months after Kearny’s return from his first manoeuver in the war,— 
President Polk, by orders dated June 3 and 18th, 1846, directed Phil.’s 
uncle to lead an Expedition “to take the earliest possible possession 
of, and to set up civil governments in the Mexican Provinces of 
New Mexico and Alta California”; and obedient to his instructions, 
Kearny on June 27th, 1846, in command of 2700 Dragoons and 
Missouri Volunteers, known as the “Army of the West,” left Fort 
Leavenworth for the Pacific, via Santa Fé, which he occupied August 
18th, advancing principally along the famous Santa Fé Trail, a dis- 
tance of goo miles in 52 days. After setting up a civil government 
for the Province of Nuevo Mejico, now in whole or part the States 
of Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico, so splendidly organ- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ized that under its Constitution, “Kearny’s Code,” the State of New 
Mexico is now governed ;—and setting in motion as part of his 
“Army of the West,” Colonel Doniphan’s Expedition into Central 
Mexico “unparalleled in its epic grandeur”,—Kearny left Sania Fé 
September 25th, 1846 and proceeded to conquer or occupy, and when 
and if conquered or occupied, to govern Alta California; a Mexican 
Province which began at the western base of the Rocky Mountains 
near the headwaters of the central of the three branches of the Gila 
River, and extended to the juncture of that river with the Colorado 
of the West, and thence due West to the Pacific; the Northern and 
Southern lines being the Northern and Southern lines of the present 
State of California extended to the Rockies.2 

Kearny now proceeded by an “almost unknown route,” going down 
the Rio Grande which ultimately flows into the Atlantic, and then 
passed over the Mountains to the Rio Gila, which ultimately empties 
its waters into the Pacific. | 

While at Socorro, New Mexico, on this historic military journey, 
General Kearny met “Kit’? Carson—most famous frontiersman— 
and a party coming from Los Angeles bearing despatches and papers 
from Major John C. Fremont and Commodore Robert Field Stock- 
ton, both then of the Naval Forces of the United States; and among 
these despatches Stephen read this astounding and gratifying intelli- 
gence: 


Ciudad de Los Angeles, August 
28th, 1846 
Secretary of the Navy 
Sir: 

I have the honor to inform you that the flag of the United States 
is flying from every commanding position in the Territory of Cali- 
fornia ; and that this rich and beautiful Country belongs to the United 
States and is forever free from Mexican Dominion. Thus we have 
secured the Territory for the United States; ended the War; re- 
stored peace and harmony among the people and put a civil govern- 
ment into successful operation. 

Robert Field Stockton, Commanding 
Pacific Squadron. 


Kearny reread his peremptory orders from the President to leave 
at Santa Fé “all troops not necessary for the conquest.’ His orders, 
too, reading that a large force was en route by the Cape to the 
Pacific to await Kearny’s arrival—and command—at San F rancisco ; 
and above all to reach the Pacific “by the Fall”; and to set up a 
eppinetgl map annexed to the Treaty of Peace. See Paullin’s Atlas; also 
tira. 


[114] 


Y“AATA FING sams hae! 

rao as 
ary to sta12 odt “shoD ¢yete A” nottutiienoD et vobau sed¥ be 
2id to iraq a8 molto mi gattiss bas—; borisvoy wor ai ix) 
fevinis ott mottibeexM e'nariginoT lonoloD “sesW sd? to 
57 sins2 dsl yreeod-—,“webnerg viqe at at beblilavegay™:: 
msfiw DAB VQIIIO IO WLUPMOCS OF heheen ate | bers Op8t is. 2s pha wt 
‘of s ;simolifsD stlA atsvoeg of .bsigu20 10 botoupi02 ib >the 
miso ort io ceed nistesw seit ts aeged doidw sontvors 
'¢ to esrionard setdt ort fo Isttcas sft lo e1atewbsod oft 1a 
obsioloD adi ditw toviy tert lo ‘sanu odd of babnstxs brie 29 ‘A 
no oft insG acd) of 125 smb sonsdt bas teoW od te” 
| ritues bas ntsinoy erik ged be miadiwog— 
‘eshioo odt ot bsbnotxs sirmotiisD to oie 
ob vniog “stu wondnes teomis” ns yd | babssoong wom YnTssat 
sinehtA srft otal ewoR visieerti doidw sbastd ob dy 
tii soniw eh) ofA srl} of Mi invoM sft 19v0 beaeage 
Ribs alt oti ettsewes i: 

























Hol vistilint sisodgeid eit no , io wsVvi 110002 ta slid W* 5 
Ti romrst feort—noz1s) “tH ™ torr yar sovl isons ey 
Me 25193 ) anivsed esloenA eo] mort gritos ye 6 Dae 


i982 bisit s9doA stebemmnD baa tnomerT O adel r0jsM 
som bas :estsi@ batialy arlt to essx0°1 lave oflt to welt diod ob 
laser vt . vojes eirl) bss nosiqet2 esrlotegesb seem 


‘ 


\ 
terli woy cmolnt of tonod sdt ove Tim 
toc namimon Yiove mo1k goivit aha 
) lutivus as don 2idd tet bas ; sise® | 

T mssixel4 mort Sot? wsv5102 ot bas 5 zoe | 
iste botielT oi 103 Maan: 119T oft bone 
lqosa oti worm: omer | ms ast boat a 
noneisqo Iuleessoue olnt $s Pe 
i bled tisedo7i : * 
"heupc sftns 3 e wah 
oft mot atobio yratqnemn "7 zid besis1 yatset 

“" t59 199 wit 103 PtR220900 IO 3 egoo013 iis” 54 sinsé $ nar 
ba 


= ° 


dy of age. off vd stot a9 eswe soto vgs B ists gaibesr 46 
-eoetias 4 ms@ te—brememws bne—-lsevinie e'vot1se2l tiaws ot ot 
5 @u ist of ben ("fis on} yd” afin ods rest ot Ile svods t ad 


oele ;esltA e'niliued 992 .t0n0T to VenT il 13 o} boxonns gare seria? 
[pir] 


nee menae ne are mee es 
F 
‘ 
; 


REFERENT RY TNE IE ESSE YH 


SOR CE tte SEA YT) ETO 


ET 


0 ee 


cchneintieanbintinneneitaniiaimaiibinientad ie tteittetindetn dintina tied aa takat emacs tan eine et oe 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


civil government in Alta California upon its occupation or conquest. 

Kearny had no alternative! He sent back Captain Sumner with 
200 soldiers ;—his whole command then amounted to 100 Dragoons; 
——cast aside his wagons; abandoned portions of his equipment, and 
nearly all his horses; and proceeded by forced marches to reach the 
“conquered and governed land,” to occupy it and to govern it; if 
possible by the Fall. 

The Expedition accompanied by Carson whose despatches were 
borne to Washington by “Broken Hand,” followed the Gila to its , 
juncture with the Colorado of the West, a distance of 800 miles; — 
and moving down the Colorado 4o miles, struck due west across 
the Great Desert boring for water and eating mule meat! Polk’s 
orders,—Polk’s plea—to consummate the great object of the Presi- 
dential ambition, to reach, occupy and govern Alta California by 
the Fall, kept ringing in General Kearny’s ears; and on December 
2nd Stephen arrived at the Settlements on the Frontier of the present 
state of California a little over 60 miles from the Pacific, 

While pursuing his march during two days from Warner’s Ranch, 
his first point of contact with “California,” Stephen was met about 
40 miles from San Diego by a small detachment of volunteers under 
Captain Archibald Gillespie of the Navy sent out by Commodore 
Stockton with a letter from the Commodore to give the intelligence, 
—astounding in view of the Commodore’s claims in his despatches 
to the President,—that the “enemy” to the number of 600 or 700 
were reported to be in arms in the Province; and that 150 of the 
Mexicans were in Kearny’s immediate neighborhood! What could 
all this mean! Had Kearny’s eyes deceived him! Kearny read 
again Stockton’s despatches, “the country belongs to the United 
States forever free from Mexican Dominion,—the war ended, a 
civil government in operation’. 

Being informed that an armed party of Californians were at the 
Indian Village of San Pasqual 8 or 10 miles distant, Kearny moved 
forward on the 6th with a view to attack them. “An action ensued,” 
wrote Secretary Marcy to the President, “and resulted in the defeat 
of the enemy with considerable loss in killed and wounded. ‘The 
force under General Kearny engaged on this occasion did not exceed 
80 men. The enemy’s force was double that number and being 
well mounted were able to make good their retreat.” 

The next day the detachment went forward on its march for ten 
miles; and encountering a hostile party occupying a hill near San 
Bernardo drove them from their position. “General Kearny,” wrote 
the Secretary to the President, “remained with his command at the 


2 An inkling that Stockton was having trouble with the Californians reached 
him ten days earlier. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


place till the 11th, when he was joined by a party of sailors and 
marines sent out by Commodore Stockton and they proceeded to San 
Diego.” . 

Kearny was now at San Diego by the Fall of the year as he had 

tacitly promised the President. The Commodore greets General 
Kearny “on foot.” Vast herds of horses running wild had been 
driven off by the Mexicans who for months had besieged Stockton 
at San Diego; and every last one of his horses, 35 in number, had 
been sent out with Captain Gillespie. Kearny then sends a copy 
of his orders to the Commodore directing Kearny to conquer and,— 
in the event of conquest,—to occupy and govern Alta California; 
and “to lead an Expedition” to effect these objects; and to command | 
all troops coming by the Cape, as well as those “organized in Cali- 
fornia”; and above all that the Commander of the Pacific Squadron 
should “cooperate with General Kearny,” and “occupy the ports 
only”! To his amazement, Kearny found Stockton claiming that 
Alta California was already conquered and governed! And what’s 
more that Stockton was Conqueror and Governor! Then Kearny 
learned that the “Conqueror and Governor” intended to “lead an 
expedition”, the words of Kearny’s orders; “to conquer California”, 
again Kearny’s orders; with the “Volunteers organized in Cali- 
fornia” again Kearny’s orders; as soon as Stockton had collected 
horses and cattle for mounts and subsistence to be obtained from 
an expedition to Baja—not to Alta—California! Robert also told 
Stephen—both were New Jersey men—that having conquered the 
territory, although he had no orders to govern, by his conquest he 
had gained the right to govern. “I have no orders from the President 
to set up a government; I have set up a government under the Law 
of Nations by right of conquest”! And this despite the fact that 
Kearny again in vain searched Stockton’s orders for any authority 
to govern or to conquer or to lead an expedition to conquer or occupy 
the Territory! 
_ With this picture Kearny felt there was something very, very, 
very wrong! But seeing Stockton’s mood,—later he wrote Stockton 
he feared Civil War,—General Kearny bided his own time. Sud- 
denly when the “expedition” was about to start Kearny demanded 
and received from the Commodore the recognition of his right to 
command the expedition including the command of the marines over 
whom, however, the Commodore reserved—under Kearny—the su- 
preme authority. 

On the 29th of December, General Kearny ordered forward the 
expedition consisting of approximately 500 men, Dragoons, Vol- 
unteers and Marines. The expedition moved from San Diego upon 
Los Angeles, the Capital and reputed stronghold of the enemy, with 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the object, the General wrote.to “succor a party of Americans moving 
on the same point from Monterey”,—the forces under Major John 
C. Fremont of the Navy. For at this time General Kearny was 
informed by the Commodore that Fremont’s forces were part of his 
Naval organization of which he had appointed Fremont Major. 

On the 8th of January, Kearny’s Expedition—Kearny’s “Army of 
the West’——reached the St. Gabriel River, where they found the 
enemy about 600 strong with artillery stationed on the heights which 
commanded the passage of the River and determined to dispute it. 
A severe conflict ensued which lasted an hour and a half, when the 
Heights were carried and the enemy defeated and driven from the field. 

The next day the enemy was again met and routed on the Plains 
of the Mesa. The rout of the Mexicans was so decisive that some 
of the leaders of the Californians fleeing the field met “Lieutenant 
Colonel Fremont of the Regiment of Mounted Rifles”, a rank he 
had now assumed,? near San Fernando ; and entered into a capitula- 
tion with him whereby the people under arms and in the field agreed 
to disperse. This Treaty was later approved,—strongly against 
Commodore Stockton’s resentment directed towards Colonel Fremont 
for professing a power which he did not possess,—and the War on 
the Western Frontier was permanently closed. Kearny had consum- 
mated the President’s purpose !—The sole object of the Mexican War. 

On the ioth of January, 1847, the “Army of the West” under 
General Kearny entered the Capital City of the Holy Angels as he 
had already entered, five months earlier, the City of the Holy Faith! 

General Kearny, the Secretary of War wrote, “had received per- 
mission to return home when the conditions of affairs should no 
longer require his presence.” And so after establishing a Civil 
Government he left California for the United States,—accompanied 
by Lieutenant Colonel Fremont, now of the Army in imminent dan- 
ger of arrest and court-martial for mutiny, disobedience to orders 
of his superiors and conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman! # 

In the meantime before leaving Santa Fé, “Steve” had directed 
Colonel Philip St. George Cooke to command the Mormon Bat- 
talion recruited by General Kearny from the members of that Great 
Society then in immigration to Utah and to proceed to the Pacific. 
Taking the route further south than General Kearny, a route estab- 
lished by Colonel Cooke as the principal wagon road for the great 
immigration trains for the West, Colonel Cooke arrived at San Diego, 
500 Mormons strong during the early part of January. 


8 This fact is ignored by Fremont’s Biographers who fail to distinguish between 
the Mounted Rifles and the Mounted Riflemen! A most natural error for no 
contemporaneous Army Register includes the Army contingent. 

* Prof. Nevins in Polk’s Diary says Kearny arrested Fremont in California. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


But what had happened to so slash in pieces the Royal Canvas 
painted in such glowing colors which had thrilled General Kearny at 
Socorro when he read Stockton’s despatches handed to him by“ Kit’: 
Carson—on the faith of which he had sent back a force capable of 
driving the whole Army of the Californians into the Pacific? Did 
Stockton’s picture book ever have a copyright valid either in com- 
mon sense or public law, in theory or in fact! 

John C. Fremont, so-called “Pathfinder,” actually not “Pathfinder,” 
he found none, but “Great Geographer”,—while “pathfinding” along 
the route traveled and “pathfound” by Major Kearny two decades 
earlier in the Yellowstone Expedition, and by Phil. and “Steve” 
within a year, heard of the possibilities of friction with the Califor- 
nians; and hastened to the valley of the Sacramento, northern Cali- 
fornia, after Lieutenant Archibald Gillespie of the Marine Corps, 
had overtaken Fremont coming from Washington with despatches 
from the President to Thomas Larkin, American Consul at Mon- 
terey. Gillespie whispered the contents of some cryptic secret despatch 
he had memorized and destroyed for fear of capture,—he had not de- 
stroyed the despatches to Larkin !—to Fremont’s privileged ear which 
had come from Senator Benton—his father-in-law—of the Military 
and Foreign Affairs Committees of the Senate. This singular mes- 
sage, so much more precious than Larkin’s despatches, had to do it 
was said,—no one ever knew the contents, don’t know them now,— 
with the possibility of the occupation of California by F oreign Pow- 
ers, a thing which we know to have been wholly without the realm 
of the imagination of any Foreign Chancellor, Russian, English, 
Chinese or French! Certainly since Larkin’s despatches from Polk 
delivered by the same hand, directed Larkin unconditionally to con- 
ciliate and under no circumstances whatsoever oppose or wage war 
with the Californians, it is “impossible” that despatches to Fremont, 
from a Senator who knew thoroughly well Polk’s purposes,—and 
who as Senator possessed no authority whatsoever to direct Fre- 
mont to act,—could have warranted or even remotely suggested any 
warlike movement such as the Bear Flag Republic represented and 
in which Fremont, long after its foundation, took the leadership of 
its “Army.” 

In the meanwhile a group of American settlers had determined to 
set up a Republic along the Sacramento; and with a “Bear F lag” — 
a bear on a flag—for their national emblem declared themselves a 
little Nation, wholly independent of the United States and Mexico! 
At least that was Fremont’s reading of his object and of the object 
of these Bear Flag Founding Fathers, as he explicitly testified at his 
court-martial. A Republic in California after the pattern of Sam 
Houston’s Republic of Texas! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


It was at this juncture that the great geographer, now abdi- 
cating unfortunately the supreme office in which he so excelled, and 
resigning from his country’s service,® arrived 6n the Sacramento. 
Then after much vacillation, seeming uncertain what to do until the 
Bear-Flag-Cat which he had been watching had jumped !—like ‘“Marse 
Robert” in the Civil War when his State was seceding from his 
nation,—seized the United States property, in the persons of his 
Topographical “Soldiers” and their equipment and the President’s 
commission to carry on his topographical surveys,—and organized 
his “Soldiers”, and the Bear Flag’s little Army into the renowned 
“California Battalion of Mounted Riflemen”. 

Then suddenly the startling news which drove the Bear off the 
flag and put the Stars and Stripes in its grizzly stead! ® 

Commodore John D. Sloat, commanding the Pacific Squadron, 
under orders to occupy the ports, only if he became aware that war 
between Mexico and the United States was declared, having learned 
of this declaration,—then unknown to F remont,—had occupied Mon- 
terey on July 7th 1846; summoned Fremont to him; and when 
Fremont told Sloat that Fremont was acting without orders,—no 
secret orders were then disclosed on this momentous occasion when 
if ever Fremont was authorized to do so; Larkin had disclosed his,— 
Sloat, as Fremont testified at his court-martial, “would have nothing 
whatsoever to do with me”! On the contrary “Sloat directed the 
United States in the person of Commander Montgomery” to take 
possession of San Francisco and alas! of the Bear Flag Capital City, 
in the name of the Great Republic. Down came the Bear, up went 
the Star! General Ide and his patriotic companions had accomplished 
their mission. 

Commodore Stockton now succeeded Sloat and the apparent, of 
course not the real, conquering and governing began! 

Stockton occupied Los Angeles without coming in contact with 
the Californians; set up military zones on paper; established no civil 
government; but governed under martial law; made no attempt to 
extend the northern occupation or to occupy the interior; and leaving 
Gillespie as Commander at Los Angeles retired to Yerba Buena,? 


§ A careful search fails to show whether this resignation was ever received or 
accepted. If not accepted it is not legally possible to distinguish between the 
Charges against the conspirators in the Aaron Burr operations and Fremont’s 
Topographical Associates in the Bear Flag Republic. 

6 It is historically false to say that Fremont as U. S. citizen conquered this 
territory. He ceded Bear Flag land to the United States; or rather the United 
States conquered the territory of the Bear Flag Republic, if we assume Fre- 
mont’s own theory! 

7 San Francisco, so named while Kearny was Governor. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


sending Carson off:with his despatches. But the “wily Latins” had 
gulled the downright Yankee and had withdrawn into the interior 
sweeping the country of all horses and cattle necessary for an inland 
Expedition; and convening the Provincial Assembly and appointing 
a Governor and Commanding General, attacked Gillespie who with- 
out a struggle capitulated! And soon the dauntless Californians 
drove Stockton out of all that half of California south of Monterey; 
defeating his forces in three battles, in which he lost more in killed 
and wounded, than Stephen in his victory at San Pasqual! Com- 
pelled Stockton and Fremont in two separate recovering Expedi- 
tions,—Stockton at Los Angeles; Fremont moving to Santa Barbara 
by water,—to retreat; Stockton with his Fleet to San Diego; and 
Fremont of the Navy to the Valley of the Sacramento! During the 
next three months the “Conquerors and Governor,” left the Mexicans 
in undisputed possession, governmental and military, of at least three- 
quarters of Alta California west of the Sierra; or about a 20th part 
of the whole of Alta California east and west of the mountains, of 
which nearly the whole had already been occupied by Kearny when 
he arrived at Warner’s Ranch.® 


8It is almost universally stated that the territory east of the present State 
of California as far as a portion of the present state of Kansas was a part of 
Nuevo Mejico,—the Mexican Province,—as it was a part of the “United States 
Territory of New Mexico.” Undoubtedly a map may here and there be found 
placing this territory in Sonora or Nuevo Mejico; but that is not the question. 
If it were, the overwhelming opinion of the great cartographers make this ter- 
rain part of Alta California as far as the headwaters of the Gila River. But 
not being the question, the imprimatur of the Governments of the United States 
and Mexico concludes finally the true question. Disturnell’s map, revised edi- 
tion, 1847, annexed to the Treaty of Peace, is made conclusive by each Govern- 
ment, the one ceding the other accepting the cession, and Disturnell makes Alta 
California as stated in the text! The scholarly new History of Nevada 1936 
takes the opposite view, and places General Kearny as Governor of Nevada 
inasmuch as Carson County, formerly part of Utah, and before that a part of 
the Territory of New Mexico, was formerly a part of the Mexican Province of 
Nuevo Mejico, which he conquered and first governed under “Kearny’s Code.” 
In like manner, the state Historian of Arizona,—unwilling as that Historian is 
and probably as unable therefore to disclose the authority for this statement,— 
states emphatically that Arizona was part of Nuevo Mejico. This position is 
wholly untenable. The Disturnell map only controls. A leading historian of 
the early Far West writes that the words of the trappers whom he tells gener- 
ally regarded the terrain in question as part of Nuevo Mejico solves the question 
for him! Kearny was Governor of this terrain, Arizona, Utah to the present 
State of California by reason of the Law of Nations which holds that the Con- 
queror is by that fact Governor; and having conquered Alta California east of 
the Sierra, before December 2d, 1846, he became Governor of the terrain in 
whole or part of Nevada, Arizona, Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and the western 
bart of the present state of New Mexico. See Vol. 8, No. 3 of the Quarterly of 
the Calif. Hist. Socicty Article by Thomas Kearny. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Stockton now was without horses, or cattle for subsistence; his 
men without equipment; and their clothing SO, dilapidated,—many 
without shoes,—that a campaign was unthinkable and he was pre- 
served from attack and disaster by the guns of the Fleet only. 

Such the story of the “Conquerors”, and of ‘the “Governor” ! 

The Battles were now fought; Los Angeles entered; the Mexicans” 
surrendered. Stockton immediately—his courage quickened—reas- 
serted his absurd claims; appointed Fremont, who had now aban- 
doned as we know his Majority in the Navy and had adopted a 
Lieutenant Colonelcy in the Army in the Regiment of Mounted 


- “Rifles,”’—not the Mounted “Riflemen” of the Navy,—Governor and 


Military Commandant; although a Brigadier General was present 
with explicit orders to occupy and govern! Fremont actually ac- 
cepted the appointment! General Kearny well aware that he would 
soon be in possession of a great military force, wrote Stockton in 
protest that “to prevent civil war” he would not now attempt to 
withstand Stockton’s unlawful conduct in Fremont’s appointment. 
Then upon the arrival of Colonel Stevenson, 7th Regiment from 
New York, and the famous Lieutenant William Tecumseh Sher- 
man’s artillery, and Commodore Shubrick’s arrival with Polk’s or- 
ders confirming unconditionally Kearny’s statement to Commodore 
Stockton at San Diego, Kearny set up a Civil Government; disbanded 
Fremont’s California Battalion of Mounted Riflemen; and when 
Colonel Mason of the Dragoons arrived Colonel Mason became Gov- 
ernor and Military Commander. With Fremont under orders to 
accompany him Kearny proceeded with some remnants of his Army 
of the West—a body guard of Mormons °—to Fort Leavenworth; 
where he arrested Fremont. A Court was assembled to try him; 
and the Court found Fremont guilty of mutiny and disobedience to 
Kearny in acting as Governor and Military Commander. The Presi- 
dent of the United States, on appeal, confirmed the judgment of the 
Court except as to mutiny and remitted the penalty of dismissal from 
the Army. But Fremont, just precisely as he was to do in the 
Civil War, when Lincoln put General Pope over him, resigned from 
the Army! 

Kearny was dead in 1856, when Stockton for the vicious “Know- 
Nothing Party” and Fremont tor the Republican Party, became 
Presidential Candidates and severally vaunted themselves as “con- 
querers and governors”! Their claims ran across the invincible facts 
of Kearny’s conquest and government; and so falsehoods strewed 
the battle fields and the line of Kearny’s march from Warner’s Ranch 
to Los Angeles with the débris of Kearny’s Fame! And in the 

®On the return Kearny buried the remnants of the Donner Party who had 


perished in the effort to reach the Pacific. 
[ 121 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Civil War again when McClellan and Fremont came out against 
Lincoln as Presidential Candidates a most furious brochure reversed 
the process and taking Kearny’s “facts” turned them upon Fremont 
and helped to drive him to a resignation from the nomination of a 
so-called branch of the party for which he had been its first Presi- 
dential Candidate in 1856. The Voice of Kearny, Soldier of the 
Frontier! And of the Conquest !,—no Politician—was silent in a St. 
Louis graveyard. 

Founding their biographies and histories in this Political Bunk,— 
wholly unwilling to look at the sworn testimony of the actors,— 
many of Fremont’s biographers have based their claims for the 
glorious Stockton and Fremont and their “Conquests” upon these 
facts; until in the year 1936, four noted authors,—of more, or less 
historical fiction !—most friendly to General Kearny, repeat unblush- 
ingly these Historical Humbugs!—and all the time in any com- 
petent library the whole of the original statements—or nearly so—on 
all the facts at their pen’s tip! 

Thus the Fremonters cry aloud that General Kearny should not 
have relied upon Carson’s statements that California had been con- 
quered ; and so to have gone unprepared to the Conquest of California 
and the battle of San Pasqual “making Kearny responsible for the 
bloody slaughter” on that field! 2° 

Yet no record is clearer than that Stockton and Fremont—if any- 
body—are responsible! For Kearny read at Socorro—and acted 
on—Fremont’s and Stockton’s official reports to the Secretary of War 
and the Navy. In Kearny’s Diary for that date occurs the fol- 
lowing entry:—It follows almost exactly his despatches already in 
the record; and his report to the President is nearly a replica of this 
entry. Kearny went to San Pasqual with a “bodyguard” because 
Stockton invited him to come to a land conquered and governed !— 
Now revealed as American History for the first time! 

“We crossed the right bank of the Del Norte at Albuquerque, 
(65 miles below Santa Fe) continued down on that bank till the 
6th of Octob., when we met Mr. “Kit” Carson with a party of 16 
men on his way to Washington City with a Mail & Papers—an 
express from Comd. Stockton & Lieut. Col. Fremont—reporting 
that the Californias were already in possession of the Americans 
under their command—that the American flag was flying from every 
important position in the Tery. & that the Country was forever free 
from Mexican control—the War ended and Peace and Harmony re- 
established among the people.” No American officer in any national 
crisis ever wrote more recklessly irresponsible official documents 


10 Bashford and Wagner: “A Man Unafraid.” 
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than these political speeches—such they proved—of Stockton and 
Fremont. 

Next comes the fascinating historical fiction that Kearny was 
either beaten, worsted, or what not at San Pasqual! But what were 
the facts,—all the time keeping in mind that Kearny’s present im- 
perative presidential objective was to get to the coast by the Fall" 
and to meet and command his troops coming to California by the 
Cape and to govern California. 

Kearny, with the approval of the Navy and Carson,)? daringly 
attacked and drove the Mexicans from the field in headlong flight 
by bringing up his mountain howitzers after losing a large number 
of officers and men; and buried his heroic dead for whom it is said 
he shed tears of agonized shame to think they had met death so near 
the object of all their ambitions,—particularly the noble Johnston 
shot through the head as he entered the fray. Doctor Griffin, one 
of the heroic men of the Medical Department of the United States 
Army, who knew his business if ever a man did, built ambulances 
for the wounded; and with all this paraphernalia,—and exhausted 
after a march with bellies filled- with mule meat over 850 miles as 
to a conquered land,—proceeded the next day the remarkable distance 
of ten miles, a third of the way towards San Diego, fighting and 
driving before him at the “Battle of San Bernardo” from a veritable 
Gibraltar, the fleeing Californians. And yet we are told that Kearny, 
—who mismanaged the affair,4*—-was not victorious on the bloody 
field. It is plain that the actual objects of the battle to reach towards 
the Pacific had been achieved; and no partisans should dare for the 
sake of the personal glory of Fremont or Stockton to emasculate 
this unparalleled achievement of this small bodyguard of the Army 
of the West. 

We now come to Stockton at San Diego, where he swore at Fre- 
mont’s trial he was beseiged by the Mexicans, and “virtually a pris- 
oner’’ ;-—receiving a message from Mr. Stokes, a volunteer English 
messenger, sent to tell Stockton of the battle of San Pasqual, who 
went forward and arrived on December 6th at San Diego the day 
of the battle. Stokes stated that Kearny had met the Mexicans; had 
lost many men ; including three of his officers killed ; was himself badly 
wounded; was without victuals; lacked medical and other supplies 
and transportation for his wounded; had been reduced for days to 


11 Necessary, under the Law of Nations to be in possession as Polk wrote at 
the time of the Peace. 

12 See Vol. 5, No. 1, of the New Mexico Historical Review. 

18 Later we shall read Phil.’s letter rightly calling San Pasqual a “misman- 
aged, ‘two-penny’ skirmish”; but of course this has nothing whatsoever to do 
with Victory! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the use of mule meat; was without horses; and was surrounded by a 
superior force of the foe. 

Mr. Stokes’ message to the “Conqueror” and “Civil Governor” 
went unheeded! Then Captain Turner, the night of the battle — 
Kearny thrice wounded and unconscious from loss of blood,—sent 
Lieutenant Godey and two companions, Burgess and another, to 
Commodore Stockton exhorting him in the most passionate lan- 
guage,—language of pathetic appeal,—for transportation, and above 
all ambulances and medical supplies, for Kearny’s wounded; and 
declaring Kearny’s little heroic band of 60 men in extreme peril of 
annihilation, surrounded by 150 California Lancers as computed in 
Stockton’s letter; with 600 to 750 additional enemy cavalry on the 
surrounding hills! This message reached Civil Governor Stockton, 
—presumably as Governor with a well equipped State Constabulary 
to drive away these foreign military racketeers,—early in the morning 
of December 7th, confirming Stokes’ report of the preceding evening. 
Stockton later wrote that then he thought he should immediately be 
compelled to send forward a relieving expedition. Yet the 7th and 
8th passed until evening and no man to relieve, no man even to learn 
about Kearny’s wounded,—about Kearny’s heroic band,—was sent 
forward! Yet Godey’s message was peremptory. Stockton’s anger 
was awakened! Carson, Godey told him, was with the expedition,— 
the assured medium of a vast volume of political publicity for the 
great conquerors! 

Kearny had now advanced his ten mile journey to the Hill of San 
Bernardo. And so on the 8th Kearny knowing,—now revealed for 
the first time,—-that Stockton had refused to send aid,’* reluctantly 
allows because of the futile peril, Midshipman Beale of the Navy, 
accompanied by Carson and Beale’s Indian servant to go on the 
third desperate adventure to seek relief from the Commodore. Beale 
pleaded with Kearny to allow him to go forward for he pathetically 
told the General that he for one could not believe that the Navy in 
the person of Stockton had refused aid as reported by a prisoner 
exchanged with the Californians.*® 

Upon the arrival of the Indian at six o’clock and the heroic ‘“‘mad- 
dened” Beale at ten, who used the most eloquent language to urge 
Stockton “to come on,’—whose orders were to cooperate with, and 
send supplies to the Army,—-Stockton decided to send ofi—did send 
off—a relief expedition, several hours before the brave and daunt- 


Jess Carson, who had characteristically chosen the most arduous and 


14 Kearny is “ridiculed” for permitting General Pico to “gull him” by exchang- 
ing the ignorant Burgess instead of Godey: See Bashford and Wagner. Yet 
Burgess informed Kearny of Stockton’s refusal! 

15 A private letter to this author from Truxton Beale, the Midshipman’s son. 
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BATTLEFIELDS OF SAN PASQUAL.AND SAN BERNARDO 


The battle of San Pasqual was fought on the 6th about sunrise. The battle of San 
ernardo on the 7th at sunset. The distance between the battlefields was ten miles. 
The latter with the inscription the “State of California, etc.” is now a public park. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


perilous route, arrived after.its departure!*** To the Indian — 
“Native Son,”— uncelebrated in Marble or Story, belongs the pri- 
mary honor of the exploit! 

The Expedition of 250 men,—hiding during the day,—a living wit- 
ness to Stockton’s knowledge of the seriousness of Kearny’s plight 
and to the extent the Californians had cowed him,—arrived at his 
camp at 2 on the morning of the rith after Kearny, “the wounded 
now being capable of taking the saddle’’,—and so no ambulances 
needed,—had given orders to advance at daybreak. 

Kearny’s Army of the West as per Presidential schedule arrived 
at San Diego on the 12th without contact with the enemy! 

But had Stockton simply delayed, as his partisans uncompromis- 
ingly contend, been inert, been negligent in a great crisis? Or had 
he resolved to let Kearny,—like McClellan with General Pope at 
Second Bull Run as we shall see,—‘‘get out of his scrape’ as best 
he could? Had Stockton actually refused aid? Stockton had a 
motive,—a very powerful one indeed which haunted him and Fre- 
mont through the years! They never forgave Kearny for taking . 
their lifeless dispatches from Kit Carson—their living Political wit- 
ness—and sending them on to Washington by another bearer !— 
And then Stockton knew that if Kearny’s forces were annihilated, 
that Stockton alone would be sole conqueror and governor !—again 

“ringer” for little Napoleon at Bull Run,—a theory which he and 
Fremont vainly tried to substantiate as practically their sole defense 
at Fremont’s trial! 3 

Now for the first time, Doctor Griffin’s “Unpublished Journal” 
reveals after a silence of nearly ninety years, that Stockton actually 
refused to relieve Kearny or to send ambulances for the wounded! 
Dr. Griffin’s entry reads for December &th, ‘We saw some commo- 
tion on the plains: in a short time a flag of truce was sent to us by 
General Pico. The capture of these three men,—Godey, Burgess 
and their companion,—was now found out. We exchanged one pris- 
oner for one of the men taken,—Burgess,—and learned that Com- 
modore Stockton had refused to send us a reenforcement. The 
General now determined to march at all hazards”! And we learn 
from the same Unpublished Journal, and from Beale’s and Kearny’s 
statements, that Dr. Griffin’s Appeal for the wounded prevailed with 
the General,—after the troops had been assembled to march forward 
on the eighth,—to postpone the advance until the “wounded could be 
placed in the saddle.” 

Then an unimpeachable, authoritative, Mexican confirmation of 

15® Yet almost universaily Carson is given credit, and the Indian ignored! 


Actually take a look at the two-figured monument in the Smithsonian,—Histor- 
ical,—-_Museum. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Griffin’s entry is found in the dispatch from Governor José Maria 
Florez to General Pico, dated Los Angeles December roth, in which 
he advises General Pico that “if on the receipt of this message the 
enemies have not surrendered, I recommend very emphatically you 
do not relax the siege,+® but continue pressing them as closely as 
possible; since there is nothing to fear. A man was intercepted by 
the San Diego courier bearing a dispatch from the Commodore of 
which I am attaching a translation; and from which we see that he 
has no way of coming to the aid of the besieged.” Plainly Stockton 
had refused to relieve the army from the plight into which his reck- 
less political dispatches had plunged it.*’ 

Great—and comic—stress has been laid by Fremont’s lawyers and 
Stockton’s and Fremont’s Biographers as witnessing to Kearny’s 
plight at San Bernardo, and so to the impossibility of reaching the 
coast without the conquering and governing Stockton’s timid aid; 
that Kearny remained on “Starvation Peak” from the seventh to the 
~ eleventh without water for man or beast! But Kearny’s fame rested 
upon no such miraculous achievement! Kearny’s and General 
Emory’s testimony,—then Lieutenant Emory, an author of one of 
the great works of military literature, his Reconnaissance,—is uncon- 
tradicted : “we had scanty grass and forage for our animals; but we 
had plenty of water; which we dug for; the animals being watered 
twice a day.” 

As for the conquest and government, treated in the only way in 
which these subjects convey any practical meaning, namely, from 
the standpoint of the law of nations, to which alone Stockton ap- 
pealed ; the way the Nations would look at the attempt by the United 
States to rape this vast territory from a neighboring Republic—to 
be responsible for injuries to person or property of foreigners—the 
way indeed, which, if the matter was brought to the Permanent Court 
of International Justice that Court would look at the question, the 
following “opinion” has been cited on many occasions: 


THE MEXICAN WAR AND THE CONQUEST 
OF CALIFORNIA? 


Analyzing the testimony of Stockton, Kearny, Fremont and the 
cloud of witnesses brought to Court at Fremont's trial, in one of the 


16 This decisive despatch from the Bancroft Library now published for the first 
time. 

17 The Historical Society of Southern California, not aware of this despatch, 
state another letter was the last one Florez wrote from Los Angeles. Both were 
dated the same day. 

18 Vol. 8, No. 3, of the Quarterly of the California Historical Society. Article 
by this author. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


most bitterly contested trials in American history by Senator Ben- 
ton,’® the most powerful political Democratic figure in the public life 
of the day who was defending his son-in-law against the charge of 
mutiny ; and where the Court resolved unanimously the question of 
conquest and government in Kearny’s favor, the proof is incon- 
testable that Stockton on December 20th knew well that General 
Kearny claimed the full exercise of his powers and that he exer- 
cised those powers as Commander-in-Chief in California and as com- 
mander of the Expedition proceeding to its conquest. 

Stockton’s testimony at the court-martial where he was given the 
fullest liberty to state fully his position was as follows: “I con- 
tinued preparations for the march to Los Angeles under the impres- 
sion that General Kearny was going as my aide-de-camp. It seems 
however that I was either mistaken in my view or that Kearny had 
suddenly changed his mind; because on the day we left San Diego, 
December 29th, Kearny gave me to understand that he would like 
to command the troops and after some argument I agreed to appoint 
him to the command but reserved my position as Commander-in- 
Chief.” 

From this testimony of Stockton’s that he reserved a command in 
California, Fremont attempted to impute to Kearny a recognition by 
acquiescence of Stockton’s Chief Command. But this theory of 
reservation is untenable under Military Law since Kearny could not 
by recognition of Stockton’s power vest Stockton with an authority 
the creation of which was reserved solely for the President. 

Under military and Naval Law, Stockton could not put himself 
on duty by virtue of his Commission alone; but only by virtue of an 
assignment by the President; and so Stockton’s claims were without 
foundation; inasmuch as Stockton’s orders dated March 14, 21, May 
5, June 24, and October 17th, 1845 and June 13 and 15, 1846,— 
the famous order of July 12, 1846 did not operate in California since 
it was not received in California until after Stockton’s departure !— 
expressly limited Stockton’s operations to the occupation but not to 
the Government of the ports only and contained no authority what- 
soever to take possession of or to conquer or to operate in the in- 
terior; an authority expressly committed to General IKkearny exclu- 
sively by President Polk ;—to whom also was committed the exclusive 


18 A comic scene at the trial in which Benton charged Kearny with “frowning 
down” Fremont resulted in Kearny’s card in the National Intelligencer calling 
the statement unequivocally false. Speculation, mostly humorous, was rife in 
the papers as to Benton’s proposing sword, pistols or carving knives or a debate 
in the National Legislature! At length a reputed interview in the Herald re- 
ported that Benton had promised his wife shortly after his famous earlier duel 


“never to fight a duel again.” The Senator thus saved the Warrior by what 
might be termed a “crawl”, 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


authority to lead an expedition in the Territory and to receive from 
Stockton the occupation of the ports. 

Besides Kearny’s authority under Military Law was incapable of 
being delegated to Commodore Stockton. “It is an accepted rule,” 
writes the Adjutant General Major General Robert C. Davis, “that 
no officer can put himself on duty by virtue of his Commission 
alone. Command is exercised not by virtue of office alone but by 
virtue of assignment by authority of the President. This rule has 
had a place in the Army Regulations since 1835. An officer could 
‘not in 1846, and catnot today,—1929,—delegate his command to a 
Naval Officer without the authority of the President. Failing dele- 
gation from the President, General Kearny was without authority 
to delegate his command to Commodore Stockton” ; and in the official 
record of the War Department,—1927,—it is stated “General Kearny 
was in command of the combined Naval and Army Forces.” So 
much for the command of the Expedition. 

Then Mr. Kearny proceeds to the discussion of conquest and 
government. ‘ 

President Polk wrote, “By virtue of the power of conquest and. 
occupancy, General Kearny established a Civil Government in New 
Mexico!” And the Supreme Court decided that “shortly after 1546 
the United States had military possession of upper California; and 
then the President authorized the exercise of the belligerent right of 
a conquerer to form a Civil Government.” Halleck, authoritative 
publicist writes: “an enemy possesses a Country only so far as it 
compels the enemy forces to retire. Conquest—and government— 
depends on exclusive possession of the conquered territory and is a 
valid title only so long as the victor maintains exclusive possession ; 
and conquest and so government come to an end when the con- 
querer is driven out.” Such the Law of Conquest. It is plain Stock- 
ton had not conquered or governed Alta California west of the 
Sierra before Kearny’s arrival. 

Finally it is to be noted that the Executive, and the Judiciary 
have each recognized Kearny’s conquest and government: The Presi- 
dent possessing as Commander-in-Chief exclusive power to appoint 
the Governor and sanction the government of this conquered alien 
Province of Alta California, by affirming the judgment of the mili- 
tary court recognized Kearny as conqueror and governor, Fremont 
having been tried for disobeying Kearny under his own,—Fremont’s, 
—simultaneous like claims; a position affirmed by the Secretary of the 
Navy in these words: “there has been no official recognition of any 
government of the territory in the occupation of our naval forces” ; 
and by the Secretary of War who writes that the Civil Government 
was established by the military officer in chief command.” Kearny 


f 128 ] 





















































YUSAS 5A AL TAS ‘0 


re 


mwah 

1: 

er ne 

mot? svisos: of bas xrotivasT seit nti noitibaqxa ah vi 

3 zt1oq avis lo smitequanc 

oidsqsont asw wel vie sila — ious, x may ORR 
“slut bsigeoss as ai 31" ,somboold cobarmno2 ot boisgs a 

jeri” wall . tnsdokl letonen) en au Istaria) InstuibA ‘ott 4 ait 

roiezimmna. ai to suitiv, vd web co. rome jvq as: site. i 

| snole soifto to ennhiv vd ton bselswxs ‘@i brserntoD 10 

ur end irrobiewsi seit Yo ne Pew wa a inrsenergs: 22n TO | st 


‘4 : a. - cy 


2781 sanig enoitelegeA yortA sel? ni soniq 8 


% 


t — 
al | 


_ - we chr var ee -—¢ FAR > 
eos QSO1--,yabot toniao bas ds8r nb ss 


&- : ? : bree a Pape os - . 
west’ ofa to ytiroriivua ont teodtiw womO: ieee 


y eaaw gene {stoned tnobiesrG oct) -cntot noit id 
&; matnuooid stobommoJ ature “nino. etd sinyslob OF 
Tis 71 ig? y <} Sie 2 li. TlOl-— Ine > 


si ie W orl? to b ae 
lo bancarnos at ev 
monibegxd oni to bmernmmes sf! 20? fou 
o> to moleenoetb orlt of ebsso01g waisoAl aM nod t. 
Aumont vO} 
old i uv yl” siorw lo q iaobieotd % 
noraeeros) leer) s berleiddates Pawn in stand) yong 330 
‘31 vat}o vivo” ted? bobiosb InueD omongne eft baA “hesi i 
ne ;sitmolils) reqqu to noleeszaoq yristilin: bed esisi2e Bovina” 
to trigiz mo2sygilied silt to setotexe otf baxinoriue insbiestT sift oat 
ironies hbolish ‘“aiamuieeod Trot) a mmol 07 VOTH Ip s 
t o2 vino yutawoD 8 ed2zoz2z0g Yimerrs ne” :edtinw tebE iuq 
nerevog bie—teanpno) .sttiet of nous, vrans ait 2 qe 
tour’ youpae9 od} to noleesezod svieviaxs 1D 2b jogs > of 
B9820q ¢ laxs Sim rossr st 8s se oz vino slid biley 
oft modw bie. oe of SiI09 Jnofuntvoyg oe ‘bits St tae s 
. wp. to wal ot. dou2 “uo osvitb et 78a 
teow mGiiigo silA bemevoyg 16 bersuproo tom bed rod 
: vitta 2'yirisel soled BTR ie 
jooxci off? tori? bolton sd of et ti ylsoit 
9 br hies © re! bosimgoon1 none a” 
tauloxs joi -ci-rabaemmo) es gaieese20g irs " 
> 2b voy ad? morons bas * iorivod Sap”. 
poragby) ait pote vd Brit 1otlo D> pil, to oie oO | 
msvey Dim: puproy 2s yiriee7i besingoos1 woe 
oT [—,awo ziti tabew yoico7l yaiysdoaib 101 bertnmsedia vi 
it to yratomec oft yd bonrults avttizog & ; emis valet wieeiedisie Bett ie 
yns to aoitingozst iste ¢ en meed 2a stody” ¢ebtow szonlt ni 4 


qs 
mA bos isvsY. BP tur ods 
s 


~w 


w 


po 
: 
1st | 
et” fs 


1“ be ' ye 
; 299702 Prise mo to rein hee orld Chart ont a 3 i TUS rc 


eaeaie de Ysihs wt vsollo pree Ie a 


[ 481} 


4 


1) é ar 
: 0 y 4 hn ns mI ane e 7 arr ge ft \ 
wy | a ® ie ‘ nA) ’ foue ap. 
Pe ee ay, a : Sma ee | Fb ae Baie ae P Al : 


A A ME AES ATED HO 


ee 


— nn 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


commanded the expedition; was Conqueror and First Governor, East 
and West of the Mountains.” 

Perhaps one of the most singular and amusing perversions of his- 
tory is the transposition of Philip Kearny to the Chief Command at 
San Pasqual! Either that, or Stephen the “Lilly” of Seven Pines. 
The great French Historian, Grasset, makes this pardonable mis- 
take for at a distance of 6,000 miles he cannot realize—we have 
already sampled his theory—two Kearnys gaining fame in the Mexi- 
can War! Not so the writer of “an authoritative article’ on that 
battle in the Overland Monthly for June 1933. How does he travel 
that route? Listen: Stedman’s “Kearny at Seven Pines’ celebrated 
Phil.’s famous feat of saving the Army on that bloody field! In that. 
contest he was opposed by Phil.’s great friend the gallant General 
Joseph Eggleston Johnston, the rebel commander-in-chief who was 
wounded ; but almost at that very moment, the greatest soldier of 
the Confederacy was dying on the battle field after beating Grant 
and the northern army to a frazzle.?* 

His name was General Albert Sidney Johnston; and his wife was 
none other than the sister of Dr. Griffin——Stephen’s Surgeon; and, 
mirabile dictu, Dr. Griffin and the charming Johnston widow came 
into possession of San Pasqual Rancho, the field of Stephen’s Victory 
and she called it “Fair Oaks,” the rebel name for Seven Pines! 

Recognizing this identity of names, Johnston and Johnston, Seven 
Pines and Fair Oaks, and thinking no doubt that Mrs. Johnston’s 
husband had been killed at that battle and had named the place 
accordingly, and that the very field of battle now her country place 
had been named for the Civil War battle, the author “logically” con- 
cluded that General Stephen Kearny had become immortalized in 
Stedman’s stanzas, about “Kearny at Fair Oaks’—15 years after 
he had actually died in 1848 in St. Louis! Thus speaks history !— 
again historical fiction! 

Again it is said repeatedly that Kearny was a West Pointer and as 
such despised,—like McClellan,—the “secular soldier”’,—the non- 
West Pointer! And yet every reference shelf of every public library 
is laden with Heitiman’s notable Register of the Army, full of all 
kinds of statistics; read it, gentle historian,—even the great historian 
of Mills College in his Biography of Fremont, entirely in sympathy 
with General Kearny, states that the General reached the Army 
through West Point. But Heitman who knows,—and tells the story 
for the asking;—shows that Kearny was appointed to the army from 


20 Nevins’ characterization of the judgment of the court as “technically” cor- 
rect only, and Bashford and Wagner’s passionate and loyal judgment as ‘Absurd 


Verdict” are not tenable as legal opinion. No other judgment was possible. 
21 At Shiloh. 
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New York, as was Phil. Kearny, without attending West Point. 

Then some more fiction: Fremont was condemned by a Court en- 
tirely composed of West Pointers! and yet Heitman comes to the 
rescue. Of the 13 men constituting that Court no Senior Officer save 
one was West Pointer! And only five of the entire membership of 
13—and they Juniors! The Army in the Mexican War—as in nearly 
all our pre-Civil Wars—in its principal commands were not West 
Pointers,—Scott, Wool, Taylor and Kearny. Like Fremont, like 
Kearny,—if Kearny was tried as he was, and as was Stockton, im- 
plicitly in Fremont’s court-martial and of course Stockton was con- 
demned and Kearny was acquitted—Fremont and Stockton were 
tried by their peers—-Non-West Pointers. And this West Point 
fiction is carried to an extreme by Stanley Vestal in his fascinating 
“Life of Kit Carson”, who attributes Kearny’s dislike to Carson,— 
itself a Fiction—to Kearny’s dislike for Fremont as non-West 
Pointer ! 

Fremont’s Biographers have claimed that an order told Stockton 
that should he occupy any portion of the Province he might set up 
civil government. But this order, July 12, 1846, never reached Cali- 
fornia, probably it was never intended to reach California until 
Commodore Shubrick arrived who brought it. And this, of course, 
was confirmed by Stockton’s own words; plainly showing that he 
never read the July order, “I had no orders from the President, I 
established a government ineisent to conquest under the Law of 
Nations.” 

It has been repeatedly fe that Fremont was in January 1847 
“technically” in the Navy and that the issue of loyalty to Stockton - 
in renouncing Kearny arose first in January 1847 when Fremont 
was bidding for the favor of the Commanders to be designated to the 
Historic office of first Governor of Alta California, east and west 
of the Sierra, after the entrance of the expedition into the City of 
Angels and the capitulation of the Mexicans. But this cannot be so 
for Fremont had abandoned Stockton and the Navy without 
consulting Stockton, in October 1846; for on October 27th, his 
commission as Lieutenant Colonel of the “Regiment of Mounted 
Rifles’,—a newly founded “Oregon Country” Regiment deflected for 
Mexican War Service,—arrived in California; and promptly his Ma- 
jority and his command, “The California Battalion of Mounted 
Riflemen” were both abandoned; and the Battalion became the Regi- 
ment,—the “Riflemen,” the “Rifles,’—! For when on January 13th 
Fremont wrote to General Kearny,—reported to him,-——he explicitly 
so stated in these words, “I am present with 400 mounted Rifles 
(Signed) Lieutenant Colonel John C. Fremont, Regiment of Mounted 
Rifles.” 
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But this issue of authority was quickly resolved in early February 
1847 upon Commodore Shubrick’s arrival ae Kearny’s 
position. 

“A Man Unafraid’,—Fremont’s most “feyal advocate,—has em- 
phasized Fremont’s intense loyalty to Stockton—and so justified 
Fremont’s acceptance, January 1847, of the Governorship and the 
Military Commandancy of California by Stockton’s appointment. 
The history of the Battalion and of the Regiment, of course, nega- 
tives any such theory. But if we are, as the context undoubtedly de- 
mands, to understand personal loyalty to Stockton, or personal loyalty 
as a necessary ingredient in Fremont’s heart-structure, as distinct 
from loyalty to Stockton’s Cause, little justification—none—is found 
in Fremont’s career! 

Expulsion followed Fremont’s conduct at college. He then entered 
the Navy; was dropped from it. Fremont married Miss Benton the 
powerful Democratic Chieftain’s daughter, ‘Jessie’, many years his 
junior, really a debutante when he eloped with her, much to Miss 
Benton’s father’s disgust, yet who immediately bent all his powers to 
exalt his son-in-law’s fame. In California, directed to move on 
Southern California, when Stockton was being expelled from San 
Pedro, he started but returned to the North,—without notice to his 
Chief—greatly to Stockton’s indignation. Receiving a commission 
from Stockton and the Navy, without Stockton’s knowledge Fremont 
abandons the Navy when a higher commission is offered to him in 
the Army, actually taking with him Stockton’s Battalion! Then to 
cap the climax, when the Navy offers him the Military Commandancy 
of the Territory in the presence of his Commanding General—al- 
though himself a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army,—he abandons the 
Army, mutinies against Kearny’s orders, as the Court had to find, and 
accepts the Navy’s commission while retaining his Army Lieutenant 
Colonelship! Even as in the Bear Flag Revolution he had abandoned 
the United States and the Topographical Engineers in which he was 
Lieutenant and Brevet Captain appropriating all the Engineers’ Prop- 
erty and all their men and carrying everything over to the new 
found Republic to become Commander-in-Chief of its great armies! 
Then when Kearny’s authority backed by a mighty force, Military 
and Naval, is established, he offers his Naval Battalion as an Army 
Regiment to General Kearny; of course Kearny rejected it! 

A staunch political ally of his influential Senatorial father-in-law 
who had spent unsuccessfully his all in getting Fremont “out of his 
scrape” with General Kearny,—the Herald, January 23rd, 1848, an- 
nounced that the Court was ready to sentence Fremont to be shot,— 
Fremont takes the leadership of the Republican Party,—like the 
Bear Flag Republic just founded but with a longer life story !— 
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opposed not only to Senator Benton, the leading “Political’’ Democrat 
of his day but wonderful to say to his former staunch, conquering 
ally, no other than the Commodore! Who became a candidate for the 
Presidency of the American or Know-Nothing Party, the anti- 
foreign, the anti-catholic and so the anti-American party of the day! 

Accepting a military commission from President Lincoln, Fremont 
proves disobedient to Lincoln’s policy; resigns the army because 
General Pope is appointed over his head ;—even as with Kearny in 
California !—and in 1864 takes the leadership,—renouncing the Re- 
publican Party,—of a party opposed to that party, which proposes to 
the Nation its denunciation, and under whose banners he had fought 
against Benton and Stockton; and thus became a violent denunciator 
of President Lincoln and Lincoln’s administration, military and politi- 
cal as alike corrupt and incompetent and proposing a course leading 
to the dissolution of the Union! To justify Fremont’s adhesion to 
Stockton, particularly in view of the avowed conditions of Kearny’s 
orders, something other than glorious personal loyalty to Stockton 
must be shown.??, Ambition overruled Fremont’s personal loyalty,— 
if any personal loyalty characterized him, which is hard to see 
through the eyes of the distinguished scholar Cardinal Goodwin in 
his life of Fremont who has investigated Fremont’s financial opera- 
tions which to say the least, must be regarded as very unpleasant 
reading,—even as Gideon Welles’ Diary in its reference to McClel- 
lan’s cowardice and treason in the Civil War which Phil. Kearny 
“knew” to characterize McClellan’s conduct,—to Fremont’s partisans 
or those who look for lofty-mindedness and the least minim of honesty 
in their heroes; and the ambition which controlled Fremont was 
Stockton’s proffered offer of an historic Office.?* 

Professor Nevins too professes to know that Kearny was an Irish- 
man; but we have already read that Kearny’s claim to any such high 
noble chivalric distinction must be tempered by the consideration 
that only one Irish strainn—the Kearny strain,—impregnated his blood 
through a hundred and fifty years in America. Unlike Fremont who 
was the natural son of a French émigré, Kearny,—descended from 
French, Irish, Scotch and English Colonial aristocratic stock,—-was es- 
sentially a “boiling pot” common garden American. 

Kearny had written to Commodore Stockton at the time Stockton 

22 His personal loyalty was due to Kearny. Jessie’s family and Kearny’s had 
since Jessie was a little child been intimate friends in Saint Louis; and into this 
joint family circle the Kearnys, with characteristic loyalty, had welcomed 
Fremont. 

28 Throughout the Civil War when sinister movements were directed against 
Lincoln, Fremont, rightly or wrongly, was gossiped of as possible leader. An 


illustration is Mayor Updike’s effort to raise a corps of 50,000 men in New York. 
See Richmond Dispatch, Sept. 23, 1862. 
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appointed Fremont to command, that he would not then act in re- 
sistance to Stockton’s unlawful exercise of authority, “to prevent 
Civil War;” and “The West’s Greatest Adventurer” reflects un- 
favorably upon General Kearny for arresting Fremont before his 
departure from the West, or in his later work in practically arresting 
him and dragging him across the continent! 

But the universal voice of the army was that Kearny should have 
arrested, and tried there in California, this mutinous officer and 
applied the death penalty! And Kearny for subordinating his pride, 
Army and Personal, to save the Nation from this disgraceful scene 
of a Civil War, and for patiently awaiting his time—“he knew to bide 
his time, so can his fame abide’—-when his own troops should arrive, 
received the condemnation of the whole Army and his best friends, 
his Adjutant General writing to his wife in St. Louis uses these 
words: 


Monterey California 
May ist, 1847 

My beloved wife: 74 

The General leaves here in a few days to correct some of the 
abuses that have been practiced by Lieutenant Colonel Fremont. This 
officer has not yet been arrested and I suppose will not be. Fremont 
could not have behaved worse yet General Kearny has not arrested 
him and will not arrest him. The whole Army is disgusted with 
General Kearny’s course in relation to Fremont. I feel greatly an- 
noyed when I see the General going so counter to my own notions 
of military propriety as he has done in this case of Fremont. Au 
revoir, Yours, 


H. S. Turner. 


Such the conquest and occupation of New Mexico and California, 
to hold which,—the sole object of the President,—Phil. had lost his 
arm in the Expedition against the vitals of the Mexican Republic 
and in which Stephen was to lose his life! 

In the meantime, General Kearny as we know had sent forward 
Doniphan’s Expedition; and although of little military value, it 
illustrated in a remarkable way the brilliancy of a great leader and 
the endurance and courage of a great band of voluntary soldiers, and 
its march and battles a military epic.?® 


24 This important “new” letter was supplied by the ever eager cooperation of 
Miss Stella M. Drumm, Missouri Historical Society. 

25 “Epic” has been the word rightly applied to describe the Expedition of the 
detachment of Kearny’s Army of the West known as the Doniphan Expedition. 
But compared with the “Kearny Expedition” to New Mexico and California it 
was—as epic—unimportant. The Detachment to Chihuahua marched 1200 
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Writing of this expedition, the Secretary of War reported to the 
President: “the adventurous march of Colonel Doniphan’s detach- 
ment, of Kearny’s Army of the West, a small but heroic and gallant 
command of Missouri troops, for 1,000 miles through a hostile coun- 
try in the course of which two battles were fought against vastly 
superior numbers and always victorious with losses only on the part 
of the enemy and almost bloodless on ours, is an achievement to which 
it would be difficult to find a parallel in the history of military opera- 
tions.” 7° ) 

And although Stephen had left Stockton and Fremont and all their 
presidential aspirations far behind him,—Kearny Soldier of the 
Frontier, loathing politics like his nephew; no good at them '_vet the 
controversy still raged about his name and in the San Francisco 
Chronicle of March 28th, 1930, an editorial tells us: 


THE FAMILY MAKES IT RHYME WITH KILLARNEY 


Ever since Mayor Taylor informed the city that “Kearny” is prop- 
erly pronounced “Karny” dispute has been perennial. Local custom 
had made it “Kerny” Street and declined to give up easily. The 
Telephone Company adopted “Karny” as the pronunciation for its 
Kearny Exchange, but citizens still insisted that the girls were wrong. 

The question has been argued many times in The Chronicle Safety 
Valve. It all hinges on the way General Stephen Watts Kearny, 
after whom the Street was named pronounced his name. General 
Phil. Kearny has been brought into the discussion but as will be seen 
that makes no difference. 

The Chronicle printed yesterday a letter which must be as final 
a word as can be had. It was from Thomas Kearny of New York, 


miles in six months over well known terrain and accomplished no military object; 
although this heroic band fought with extraordinary bravery in attempting to 
accomplish its mission which was rendered futile by Scott’s Expedition to Mexico 
City. But the California Expedition marched 5300 miles, over 1800 miles of 
which no military force,—and very few others,—had ever passed! Marched 3000 
miles of that journey in six months! During which it added a quarter to the 
territory of the United States,—a territory larger than the combined areas of the 
original colonies and of George Rogers Clark’s Conquest of the then North 
West; fought as many battles as its Chihuahua Detachment; set up—and Kearny 
presided over—two Civil Governments; and made its 5300 mile march in 1334 
months, actually 8 months of marching! And adding to this distance the Expe- 
dition of 1845,—the first military manoeuver of the Mexican War,—the whole 
distance traveled was 7500 miles and achieved the sole ultimate object of the 
war, and Oregon—against which the Expedition was a Threat—became part of 
the United States. 

26 Kearny died in St. Louis in the Clark House,—he had married Governor 
Clark’s step-daughter,—and was buried in Colonel O’Fallon’s private burying 
ground after “the most imposing public funeral” ever held in St. Louis. 
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son of General John Watts’ Kearny, grandson of General Philip 
Kearny, and great-grand nephew of General Stephen Watts Kearny. 
He avers that in all its branches in this country, the family does now 
and always has pronounced its name “Karny”. It rhymes with 
Killarney. 

Kearny’s conquest of the West had moved the boundaries of the 
United States 1800 miles westward to the Pacific. Manifest Destiny 
was the slogan coined to signify this movement; and when Kearny, a 
Sign of the United States, found himself on that Ocean, the General 
found the vast commerce of the “People of the Eastern Seas’’ open to 
his country through the action of his first cousin, Commodore 
Lawrence Kearny, who had three years earlier, even as Commodore 
Perry, 7 years later in Japan, opened China to the trade of the world! 
Stephen’s political dogma of Manifest Destiny was supplemented by 
Commodore Kearny’s Open Door Policy to protect which was one 
of Pope’s principal objects, allowing his countrymen now moving with 
accelerated volume towards the shores of the Pacific, to trade freely,— 
equal opportunities for the peoples of all nations,—with the nations 
bordering on that Ocean. 

Commodore Kearny, commissioned by President Tyler to obtain 
for his Nation privileges of trade equal to the privileges accorded 
England in the four ports opened by the Opium War to England 
exclusively, appealed to the Chinese Emperor to accord his country 
and the world the same rights of trade which the Manchu had opened 
to Great Britain. At first refused, at length the Emperor under the 
dominion of the fear of another war like the one recently concluded 
with England, yielded to Kearny’s demand—backed by the “Constella- 
tion” and the East India Squadron;—-and the trade of the Celestial 
Kingdom under the Open Door Policy established by Kearny was 
thrown open not only to America but to the traders of the world.2? 


27 Having completed a chapter on Commodore Kearny’s action constituting an 
integral part of American Foreign Policy in its advance Westward to the Pacific, 
this author read the brilliant manuscript of Professor Carroll Storrs Alden on 
“Commodore Kearny: Sailor Diplomat” and decided to omit that Chapter. 
Professor Alden’s authoritative work on this phase of American Foreign Policy 
and on the Commodore’s piratical exploits in the Eastern Mediterranean and the 
Caribbean left nothing to be said on the subject which fits in with the subject of 
this Biography. See also “The Tsiang Documents” by Kearny. “Americans in 
Eastern Asia” by Tyler Dennett; Prof. Alden’s book is now in Princeton Uni- 
versity’s presses, 1936. Also T’ien Hsia, Nov. 10936,—article by Thomas 
Kearny. 
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testimonial” to their fellow-member and “townsman” for gallantry 
during this Mexican War. This testimonial was a glorious sword 
and as a rich and chaste specimen of the art “it has never been 
exceeded”. 

The guard is formed,—the sword now this moment before the 
writer,2—by a large spread eagle in gold holding in its beak the head 
of a serpent, the folds of which constitute the guard which is studded 
with agate. The handle is solid silver, richly chased, and fastened to 
a blade of the “Ice-Brook ‘Temper’? arabesque and polished in ex- 
quisite taste. The scabbard which is of solid silver is relieved by 
ornaments in gold etching; and in a long oval space is a sketch of the 
Battle of Churubusco with a legend “Churubusco”. Upon one side 
of the blade is a representation of Hercules crushing the Lion. On 
the other a military device admirably designed ; and then an inscription 
witnessing the “Genius” of the gift: 

PRESENTED TO PHILIP KEARNY, JR., 1st REGIMENT, 
FIRST DRAGOONS, BY HIS FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES 
OF THE UNION CLUB, NEW YORK, 1848. 

The sword is enclosed in a curious case of dark walnut,—a most 
unique exterior scabbard,—which is worthy of the weapon which it 
encloses. 

When the body of the young Captain then grown famous as Major 
General Philip Kearny-—“hero of the Army of the Potomac’—lay 
in the great vaulted Hall of his beloved mansion, Bellgrove, patterned 
after a medieval castle which he had visited when a young Lieutenant 
at Saumur “the sword was clasped in the arm of the dead soldier !”’ 

The President of the Presentation Committee, Mr. de Peyster 
Ogden, made a very handsome address; and its significance developed 
in the days rolled into the years,—in the darkest days of our national 
life,—-when Phil. unsheathed the symbolic sword to save Union and 
Nation.® 

This is part of Mr. Ogden’s Address: 


THE ADDRESS OF THE UNION CLUB 


On your return from the Mexican War where in a gallant and 
successful charge into the very gates of the Capital you lost an arm, 
your friends and fellow-townsmen, Members of the Union Club, felt 
desirous to testify their sense of your deserts by offering you an 
appropriate testimonial in honor of your noble bearing in that cam- 


2In the home of Mrs. Julien Harrison Hill, Richmond, Va. 

8 A framed original of Mr. Ogden’s address and a copy of Phil.’s reply hangs 
in Gen. Kearny’s residence at Charlottesville, Virginia. On the wall also hangs 
the sword. 
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paign. Let this Sword, which I have the honor of being charged 
to present for your acceptance be not valued the less since peace has 
followed in the train of victory; ndr yet let the weapon rust in its 
scabbard during a night of repose, lest another day should again 
summon you to the Battle! 

We ask of you for our sake, to regard this Sword as a trophy you 
both sought and won. Wear it in peace and war as a token of 
admiration for your splendid achievements. 

Phil. was delighted; all awaited his reply; his first public speech; 
read it; gantessed|y Phil. is in it; 

To Mr. de Peyster Ogden, Rute The Sword of Honor which I 
have this day received at the hands of my fellow-townsmen, members 
of the Union Club, is an overwhelming mark of distinction. 

You bid me consider this Sword in the light of a trophy. Indeed, 
Sir, I most sensibly so feel it! 

I note the significance of your presenting the sword as Fellow 
Townsmen. 

For myself, Sir, when on returning from Mexico with other crip- 
pled remnants of the Victorious Army, I shared in the hospitable 
City of New Orleans those distinguished marks of attention which 
none know better how to bestow than the generous Southerner whose 
whole being vibrates in unison at the touch of honor, I was rewarded. 

When on arriving in my native city I felt the pulse of sympathy 
beat high, and was received with cordiality by gentlemen whom | 
realize the honor of calling my friends and associates of the Union 
Club, my heart was touched. 

This day, being presented with a Sword of Honor, I confess that 
my cup of ambition is filled to the brim and overwhelming! 

In presenting me with the Sword you charge me not to value 
it less that Peace has followed the train of Victory. Still with the 
predilections of youth spent in my present Profession, must I ever 
so strongly bear in mind that a republic particularly applies the motto 
‘dulce et decorum est pro patria mori’. 

Another event of lasting satisfaction to Phil. and Phil.’s children’s 
children now even to the Fourth Generation had climaxed during 
Phil.’s absence in the wars; vividly realized even at the very moment 
of writing this paragraph by a letter from Samuel Shoemaker,—the 
noble Rector of the Episcopal Church called Calvary, “February 8th, 
1936. Dear Mr. Kearny: The thought has come to me that it would 
be most appropriate if you would be willing to serve on our One 
Hundredth Anniversary Committee of Calvary Church. Whether 
you belong to some other church does not matter! It is the direct con- 
tact with your ancestors who played such a large part in this Parish 
which seems to be the important thing.” “I ask you’, could anything 
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represent the Man Shoemaker so splendidly! Characteristically,— 
“Catholically,’—-Mr. Shoemaker’s masterful centennial Volume on 
the “History of Calvary Church” is much more than a Parish record. 
Like his “Re-inspiriting Oxford Group Movement”—even as New- 
man’s Oxford Movement—in its universal appeal his book is a history 
of a great City, particularly during days when alike church and City 
had growing pains, and when the life of Religion, the life with God, 
was an integral part of the whole town. 

During the summer of 1841, the Rector, Vestry and Warden de- 
termined that if “suitable lots” could be obtained, to remove the. 
“Cottage” Church building then at Fourth Avenue and 30th Street; 
and a Committee of Vestrymen and the Warden was appointed to 
investigate and report, among whom was Philip R. Kearny, Phil.’s 
first cousin, Secretary of the New York Life Insurance & Trust 
Company. 

It so happened that a part of the Watts estate which Phil. had 
inherited included the property, ninety-eight feet by one hundred, 
at the northeast corner of “the Fourth Avenue” and twenty-second 
Street, a “part of a number of lots belonging to him immediately 
adjoining’; and these four lots, appearing entirely satisfactory to 
the committee, Philip, Churchman, approached Phil., Soldier,—Philip 
R. was generally conceded in the business world one of the great 
negotiators of his day,—and told Phil. the Church’s story. And so 
well did he accomplish his task that before he had left Phil.’s Apart- 
ment at the “uptown Astor” as the “elegant” new “New York Hotel” 
was called—a hot-bed of Secession in the Civil War,—Phil. had 
fallen in with the Church’s line of action,—really had fallen for Phil. 
R., Negotiator! And, ever eager to do the “handsome thing,” had 
told Philip R. “that in consideration of the objects for which his 
property was to be applied, he would deed the land to Calvary at a 
figure considerably under the market’”,—really for nothing relatively, 
—-and the next day, the 15th of October, 1841, Phil. and Diana signed 
the first agreement of a hundred to New York real estate which they 
subsequently signed, which provided ‘“‘that whenever the Rector, 
Vestry and Warden Parties of the First Part then owning a wooden 
building or House of Worship fronting on “the Fourth Avenue” 
should remove the said building and place it on lots of Philip Kearny, 
Party of the Second Part, he will execute to them a deed in fee 
simple taking the whole purchase price of $8,000 on Mortgage;’ with 
no interest for the first year and practically none thereafter, the whole 
principal to be paid at the end of eight years! 

At a meeting November rith it was decided that the proposition 
of Philip Kearny, Junior, be accepted. And so by a deed dated New 
Year’s day 1841,—‘‘January 1st”, whose trick was that! is it valid !— 


[ 139 J 



























— yllesiveizsseted rybibaage oe telgisor 
no her sagne J fsimnoines lutrstaem etirmnererfs 
-bnooet teil & neds stom four et “dow % a 
-wsVi es nsvo—"“tnemevel! quéad bx26txO + io “oe 
y1oj2itl & 2i dood eel lseqqe Iseroviny efi ni—dnoms ol 
vii) bas dormers otis nodw evsb yoinwb cdvalusirreq a 
bew i morgiieA to stil orf! asriw bus anh 
twat slorivr srt to ieq Ss 
101990 ont .12.41 Yo toma 2 
svonio1 of ,beaiaide sd blocs “eiol -sidsiie”” ae” 
yti2 rliog bus sunevA dimot t¢ mod ontblind 
ot bowie caw asbisW oda bre momryrtesV to'Sen! 
eidT verse A qilidD esw motlw gnomn srogst B 
jayiT 8 somzwenl stil A1Y wai ont to eisiowed 


. , ey: 
w ott offi f 


’ 
rT 
a 
~~ 
s 


, 
nizo etisW oct Yo theq & tari} Don: 
.betbaud stro yd 3997 trigic-rionia ‘“tsqong ott “bab 
moose-vicsw? bis “oursvA ritnod off" to 1911109 
sisibsmmtt mit of yntgadled viol to tedrma 8 16:1 vin 7 


~ s 


; £ idire + et a eto! wot szort ben an . 
— ifZD bersrowggs. rset ar Bien = 
nots orlt o Bhow ezoniend odd mi & ov 
» br riniz vin set id blot brine sb aid 


down 
-tisgA 2’ id tel bee of stotod edd? > dest etd dzilqmoooss 
“IsioH sioY welt” wor “inegols” off es “Tor A | 
JidI—,r2V7 livid -orft at aoteesos@ to bedtod a 
Jtt#Y 103 nolist bac yiisow—n0ites 20 Sail  eeiotD ockt at tiw 
bed “venid? sméebaad™’ oft ob of tog8 t9v9 .ba A i 
if doitivy ta) etootdo srit to nererebieno- 40 tacky” 
is ¥ t basi oft besb bluow on .botiqgs od ob 
. irl vilesi—,“toorism on? tbe yidew yt 
Ar wdoisO fo nizt sA¥, ‘ab 3 x 
ies tio f we of boibaud s&s to tans 
1oi90H ads revorodw dedi” bebivorq said w .bosrgia > 
nsboow £ gaiave oodt fiseT tet onlt to esiiteD msbre’ 
+s rao srii” no = qitlzto V7 to pare 
vasa gilt Yo 2iol no ti sselq baa griblind bise orl ow 
99) bos « mort of siucexo iliw ol jist bnoss2 od f 
titiw “;wassiroM no 000,842 to song oe etioiq slow Se Ie. 
slorlw old .197) i} snon ylisoiios1q bas 1897 tei & 13 10 
Ses tersoy tigis Jo bus orl} te b a od 
‘<pettizoqotq orlt tartt bebissb exw Ji dtrt tedmsvo? 
wei botab besb 8 yd o2 buA  .botqeze pater 
—t bile tf 2i | ted9 eew doit) seondw “ter nig 
(eee) p 


3 
fi 


- 
iPr 


= ay he a enn 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Phil. and Diana*“gave the land to the church for the first service that 
day held in the Cottage Church” in its new location, Twenty-second 
Street and Fourth Avenue; and for five and one-half years Calvary’s 
“house’’—now unknown to most New Yorkers,—was located on the 
lots upon which the lofty structure of the United Charities Building 
rests ! 

Then suddenly, wholly unexpectedly, in 1846 while Phil. is in 
Mexico the news spreads that a committee of three had been author- 
ized to purchase six lots at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Twenty- 
first Street from Phil.’s first cousin, J. Watts de Peyster,—also part 
of Rose Hill Farm—upon which to build a magnificent structure for 
which plans by the great Renwick had been accepted,—even the 
present beautiful temple !—And that Arbitrators had been appointed 
to make an equitable settlement with Philip Kearny, Junior, concern- 
ing his lots deeded to the church on such excellent terms,—excellent 
to the church! The Award of the Arbitrators tells a curious tale of 
New York real estate, of Calvary and of Lieutenant Philip Kearny. 
The award was made April 3rd, 1847, when the new church was in 
course of erection. 


THE AWARD: CALVARY CHURCH TO 
PHILIP KEARNY 


It is represented and stated as the cause of such a change of location 
that the Vestry had ascertained by experiments that the nature of 
the ground at Twenty-second Street and Fourth Avenue was such 
that there was great doubt whether a proper foundation could be 
had on said lots for a building so large and heavy as they should 
require, and that they were, therefore, compelled to give up all inten- 
tions of building upon them; and since the new church will supersede 
the present Church edifice, and the use of the lots purchased of the 
said Philip Kearny, Junior, for church purposes, the rector, wardens 
and Vestry when their new church shall be erected, and within three 
months from the delivery to the Vestry of this Award, shall reconvey 
the said lots to Philip Kearny, should he elect to take the same, on 
the payment of $300 for assessments paid by the church during the 
period of occupation, and on the cancelment and delivery up to them 
of the bond and mortgage.* On this award is endorsed the phrase 
“Accepted by Philip Kearny.’ 5 


On a similar part of Phil.’s property the taxes today over a period of seven 
years are $105,000,—now owned by an insurance company. 

5 For a paragraph-biography of Philip R. Kearny and several of Phil.’s for- 
bears, see this “History of Calvary Church,” by Shoemaker, beautifully published 
by Mr. Fleming Revell. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The occasion was a memorable one; and Phil. and Diana now 
recalled her counsel in 1841 to let Calvary have, the lots on Twenty- 
second Street but for their market value; and then a princely gift. 
No one, Diana mused aloud, will remember a deed! Exquisite 
chalises,—Kearny-marked,—will be used, a perpetual memorial; or, 
thought Diana, use the purchase price, Phil., and perhaps later on a 
glorious structure to replace ““Papa’s Little Cottage’.® Her counsel 
had not been followed; a compromise had resulted. But now Phil.’s 
father was Vestryman; Philip R., Treasurer ; sister Susan and Diana, 
Communicants. Diana re-proposed a handsome memorial of ‘the 
occasion,—not like “lots to be forgotten”; but around the Altar 
circles the flame—now as in the ancient law—of Sacrifice, represented 
by the Holy Communion in the new, as by beeves and oxen in the 
Old Law, served by Tankard, Chalice and Paten! And to renew its 
age-old sacrifice—or its equivalent—in a new temple, holy vessels, 
surely not desecrated by the names of a family of Christ’s servants, 
vestrymen and wardens, a Levite even, for a hundred and forty-seven 
years, were all but necessities. 

Phil., of course,—exquisite taste always—was to do the choosing 
and right well did he serve! And in 1847 Phil., Father, Son and 
“Holy Daughter”, presented the elegant sacred vessels now in constant 
use after ninety years, marked: 


“CALVARY CHURCH FROM PHILIP KEARNY, PHILIP 
KEARNY JUNIOR, AND SUSAN KEARNY MACOMB, 1847.” 


—and consisting of a lovely silver tankard now used at every com- 
munion service in the church and four silver chalices likewise so used ; 
large silver Patens, “constantly in use now, 1936, at communion 
services ;” and one very large silver Paten. Could consummation be 
more devoutly wished and realized! Diana, you’ve got mighty good 
judgment !7 

Kearny’s military duties in New York were soon resumed ; made 
easy for him. He hadn’t been too well; and he was assigned to Re- 
cruiting Service which afforded him an opportunity for recuperation 
and for recreation; for home life with his family, now interrupted 
for twenty months. But the fact is his health had been affected by 
the shock of the amputation, and he was unable to throw off even 


6 The incidents in the text are not included in Mr. Shoemaker’s book; although 
it is entirely due to Mr. Shoemaker’s cooperation through Miss Fallows, who 
served the church by assembling much data that the text includes many of these 
incidents. 

7 For the splendid appreciation of Phil.’s “Papa” and “Philip R”, see Book of 
Remembrances in Calvary’s transept, also for a history of the presentation of 
the chalices. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


some lighter ailments; and at length was attacked by varioloid which 
laid him up for many months. At first Doctor Kearny Rodger’ 
thought it akin to the yellow fever which contracted by General 
Stephen Watts Kearny while Governor at Vera Cruz, had just ended 
fatally in Governor Clark’s residence at St. Louis,—and in the “‘most 
imposing funeral ever held in St. Louis.’’ But after a time Phil. was 
again in health although scarred quite deeply and a development, a 
change followed in his physical appearance. He was less “a beautiful 
man’’,—a note of effeminancy about his countenance; “‘the effeminancy 
which attends on civilization” was Cardinal Newman’s interpretation. 
And of his countenance now the right word is “handsome”. From 
this time he began to spread and develop into “that magnificant figure 
of a trooper which attracted the attention of everyone who saw him 
as he lay upon the embalming table’”’. 

Shortly after recovering from his sickness Kearny, now in robust 
health and doubtless after a series of clashes between temperaments 
which as time went on, had proved to be incompatible, Kearny and 
Diana separated. Various traditional causes have been assigned to 
their separation, none are even remotely evidential ; except the known 
one of Kearny’s high, imperious temper; his restlessness under the 
restraint of military inaction, and with no prospect of renewing his 
life of professional combat which he so prized,—Africa had spoiled 
him! 

And so the ever memorable day August 24th, 1849,—and as Philip 
R. ever thought “‘a day of eternal regret to both the ‘glorious Diana’ 
and to her ‘handsome Dragoon’,”—Kearny left the Twenty-second 
Street home within six months after his father’s death. Perhaps both 
had deferred intended action which was accelerated by that event; 
and Philip takes up separate lodgings. 

Up to this time no woman, save Diana, had “troubled” Phil.’s 
dreams! , 

Who can pretend to sound the depths of Man and Woman, par- 
ticularly a Phil-man and Diana-woman, by mere literary criticism! 
Who may assign reasons! Who looking at what seems to be Dust in 
the Balances may confidently assert that that dust weighed, or did not 
weigh, mightily in the depths of Phil.’s and Diana’s beings,—tiny 
Atoms, yet filled—if fired,—with infinite power! 

In later years Phil. met; lived with; and married a woman, not a 
Diana, and although of an excellent Family, not of Diana’s brand, 
soaked in America! But still a woman of charm and beauty! And 
as great a hold as her fascinating youth exerted over Phil.’s dynamic 
imagination ;—and she loved him beyond all things !—yet it was said 


® Vice President of the New York Academy of Medicine. 
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Communion set presented to Calvary Episcopal Church, Twenty-first Street and 
Fourth Ave., New York City—the noted Reverend Samuel J. Shoemaker, Jr., present 
Rector. The Church is now—1936—celebrating its centennial, and its pristine glory 
is finding new expression by the quickening impulse of the Oxford Group Movement. 
To this Church the General deeded its second site at Fourth Ave. and Twenty-second 
Street. Mr. Kearny acknowledges to the Reverend Shoemaker, thanks for permitting 
this photograph to be taken. 







jonas 190 Jadl-yRowT shoudl lsqoscigd avisD of aos 


pag .71 26 Aneel A lonen 62 brotovas) hososs oalr—g8t D i 
yiolm settee =f bas Jatasrstsed 23 yuiscrdalos— pet We 
seem wot, quan f rol wht to sahucqent wert 
brovse-_inow T bes eer fine ts one baose wi hab 
geri ssinerrag rol ehagls rodeuroid bastaya5l 


Ets 











is , 
vi 


keg og 





eee | 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


symbolically that when Phil.’s body fell into Lee’s arms, Lee went 
forward to view the remains of his beloved friend; safeguarded his 
person, placed a guard of honor around it; sent it forward through 
the lines with Escort and Flag; and as he reached down and drew 
from the breast pocket of Phil.’s coat, tightly buttoned, Phil.’s papers 


‘he burned them all, not reading them, and among them a picture of 


the glorious Diana. True or false, the scene represents an hypothesis, 
a Sign, a point of view derived, again true or false, from authentic 
Tradition.® 

And so if this really represents “Phil.’”’, really represents “Die”, 


- should not Diana with four children, herself noble, great in spirit, 


even at eighty lovely to look at,—exquisite eyes, ears and nostrils,— 
as her grandson knew her to be, have shielded her other child from 
himself, with the knowledge and understanding of a heart which 
seemed to her children’s children a wing under which she later gath- 
ered her glorious brood of grandchildren and ereat-grandchildren! 


_ For she must have known that the impetuous, the “wild’’, the beauti- 


ful veteran hero, the Toast of his Age, would pour her treasures 


- into other laps; would never return when the latch-string was drawn 


My dear Mr. Kearny: 


inside the door by her lovely hands. 
However Phil., as de Peyster said, “became a Wanderer” ; the die 
was cast; “Die”, his beloved Diana, was cast off forever! or did she 


cast him off? 


Ambassador Bullitt has written: 
September 7, 1936. 


I remember Cousin “Die” Kearny very well indeed. When I was 


-asmall child she was an extraordinarily beautiful old lady with strik- 


ing white hair surrounding a tranquil oval face. I remember her 


- with absolute distinctness but I can not remember our exact re- 
lationship. 


My cousin, William Marshall Bullitt, of Oxmoor, St. Mathews, 


Kentucky, has all our family papers and certainly could give you our 


exact relationship without the slightest difficulty. 
With all good wishes, I am, 
Yours very sincerely, 
William C. Bullitt. 


Of these and the intervening years till 1858 when at length Kearny’s 
Secession from the marital Union was completed by legal dissolution 


© Later it will be seen that this transcript of ancient records is not true in 
known details. - 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of the marriage bond, Diana wrote, a letter now used with reluctance; 
but still we are writing Phil.’s Biography, and so hers;—they shall 
be Two in One Flesh,—written when she knocked on the doors of 
the Supreme Court of New York County for a divorce: 

“I never knew,” wrote Diana, “that Phil. during any of the years 
following our marriage till 1857 had carnal connections with any 
woman, never even suspected it. I was wholly unaware of his life 
about which I am just informed, until the month of August 1857 
when I returned to New York from Paducah, Kentucky, where I 
had been living since 1850. I have not cohabitated with Phil. since 
August 24th, 1849.” Plainly, “Cherchez la Femme”, does not explain 
Philip’s career! 

Phil. lived in New York till January 1851, when he sought and ob- 
tained permission to join his Dragoons in California. It was fortunate 
for Phil. that his duties bore him to the Land of the Gold Rush and of 
his uncle’s Conquest; for through the fraud of a trusted agent,—not 
Philip R.—a part of his fortune had been swallowed up. F ortunately, 
too, that at this grave crisis the great and noble heart of the com- 
panion of his playboy days who had partaken equally with Phil. of 
the Watts’ family treasure, to whom Phil. confided his misfortune, 
was touched and his hand was widely opened; and, despite the fact 
that his act might jeopardise his entire fortune enabled Phil. to repair 
the losses. That was John Watts de Peyster, really showing the 
kind of people that crowd have always been! Phil. immediately re- 
paired his losses, and de Peyster adds: 

“Phil. was more than fortunate in his business dealings in Cali- 
fornia, and more than recouped the fortune which his agent had 
stolen and which I had helped Phil. repair, and although it left me 
almost penniless, I was happy to do all that was required.” 

Kearny’s mission to Oregon which followed his arrival at Cali- 
fornia, in its principal and avowed object, was a futile one; namely, 
the removal of the Regiment of Mounted Rifles—Fremont’s “Old 
Army Crowd”—from Oregon; but in its accidents, which nobody in- 
tended, was of the utmost importance. Indian Warfare! and the 
trace of his name and fame in the History of “the Oregon Country”, 
—and so of Idaho, Washington, Montana, Oregon and Wyoming,— 
which Phil.’s and Colonel Kearny’s Expedition in 1845 to the “Hud- 
son Bay Company” territory had helped annex to the United States 
ten months later, and in the history of the State of California annexed 
incident to his uncle’s conquest and Phil.’s and Scott’s expedition to 
buttress it! 

The troops to be removed, the Mounted Rifles, which had been 
organized for service in the Oregon country, and to garrison posts 
upon the Oregon Emigrant Road, under Congressional Act passed 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


May roth, 1846,—were deflected from the intended object and or- 
dered to Mexico.° The Regiment’s numbers being greatly reduced 
during the Mexican Campaign, it was recruited at Fort Leavenworth, 
and at length set out upon its march to the Columbia River in the 
Spring of 1849. 


Scarcely had the Regiment arrived at Oregon City, Fort Vancouver 
and Columbia Barracks, than the Delegate to Congress of the Oregon 
Territory actually urged its removal. 

Kearny had not gone overland with the Regiment,—he was still 
Major of the First Regiment, First Dragoons,—but reaching San 
Francisco by sea, had thence proceeded to Oregon City. He arrived 
at Columbia Barracks, April 24th, 1851, only to find that Colonel 
Loring, commanding the Rifles, had left with the principal part for 
San Francisco. After remaining there about a month in command of 
the barracks, Phil. set out with all the remnants, except a few men 
left in command of Lieutenant Theodore Talbot, on his journey to 
California, with Captain James Stuart and Captain Walker, two old 
friends of the Mexican War. 

What amazed Phil. about the whole proceedings, was that when 
after years of private, Legislative, and official appeal,—and at enor- 
mous expense,—the Troops had been formally stationed at this 
difficult Post under the pressure of a strong public opinion, the 
Delegate to Congress, represented to Congress that so far from being 
a blessing, “they were really a curse to the Oregon country”, which 
the country would be glad to get rid of. To his constituents the 
Delegate said that the cost of maintaining the Rifle Regiment was 
$400,000 a year. He proposed that the Congress supply equipment 
and then authorize the Governor to call out Volunteers when needed." 

However, Phil. was under orders and although dissenting strongly 
from the Delegate’s attitude and urging the Governor to allow the 
troops to remain “‘against possible Indian warfare”, Phil. set out on 
May Ist “to leave the country defenseless’’,—-at least so he viewed it. 

The command under Kearny moved slowly, and following instruc- 
tions, examined the country for military stations and the best route 
for military roads; and particularly a road which would avoid “a 
dangerous route through the so-called Umpqua Canon.” Proceeding 
south by slow stages, the Regiment arrived at Yoncalla, an interest- 


10In California when it gradually dawned on Fremont that Kearny in view of 
the universal voice of the Army was bound to arrest him, he pleaded with 
Kearny to let him join his Regiment in Mexico! 

11 Philip’s letters indicate that the governor likewise favored the removal 
pointing to an understanding with the Delegate reached in Washington before he 
had recently assumed his duties. Yet Bancroft by implication, points to the fact 
that the Delegate alone urged the removal. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ing place name, being in the Indian dialect a compound of Yonc, 
eagle, and calla-calla, bird or fowl, applied to a conspicuous butte, at 
which a noted pioneer, Jesse Applegate, who looms large enough in 
Oregon History, made his home, “in a large and hospitable mansion.” 

Kearny sought out Applegate for his topographical assistance; and 
the Pioneer was glad to help the Soldier. Kearny assigned a detach- 
ment of twenty-eight men under Lieutenant Williams as escort to 
Applegate, and to a local celebrity, Levi Scott, who began a recon- 
noissance for a new route, while the main body of Kearny’s command 
travelled the old road. 

Scott’s story was an interesting one, and he had a particular in- 
terest in this business, self-justification. Scott had come into the 
Oregon Country in 1846; and his covered wagon companions whom 
he “commanded” had reprimanded him severely for not finding a 
better route at the time of the emigration. It was, therefore, almost 
with delight that Applegate and Scott,—Applegate was also included 
in the reprimand,—found, as did Phil., who reported to the Secretary 
of War accordingly, that no better route existed than the route,— 
the “Applegate Route’,—they had opened in 1846! 

Applegate himself was as surprised as anybody, for he had ex- 
pected with Phil.’s cooperation to find a road “saving forty miles of 
hard trail’. | 

While the Kearny-Applegate exploring party was in progress, 
Phil. learned from a settler named Knott that hostilities had broken 
out between the whites and the Rogue River Indians—thus realizing 
his fears—who were said to be gathered around their favorite obser- 
vation point, called impregnable, which they named Table Rock, about 
twenty miles east of the ferry over the Rogue River along Phil.’s 
route of march. 

These Indians, Phil. learned, were by long odds the “most savage 
and warlike” of all the tribes on the Pacific Coast; and what rendered 
them more formidable was the fact that they occupied a district which 
intercepted all intercourse between Oregon and California. 

Scouts sent out reported that Table Rock was a flat-topped moun- 
tain overhanging Rogue River and that the Indians used this promi- 
nence as watch-tower, from which in perfect security they had a 
large extent of country and a long line of the road to California under 
observation and could determine the strength of any passing company 
of travellers and their places of encampment before sallying forth to 
the attack. 

On the information now in hand, Phil. promptly took up the march 
towards the Indian stronghold with the intention of dislodging them. 
A heavy rain had swollen the streams and impeded his progress, and 
it was not until the morning of the 17th of June that he reached 


[ 146 ] 


aA uLITE A 


toolsib: sinibetl silt andl 
4 enouviqeno? s 0 | boilqgs iwot 20 brid. eatlen- 
mo 97s! ammo! ofhw ok per vee W39NgIG bata ig 


onoY to bauoagmos 


ati igbohet lo nolinoksi ors 7 # blodgtorte naibal ony edi | 
bsbacpni hia ant i. 


(loeo7 ra farts om to dri an 10 yeintor orld litre . On enw 





















































Biv pails: ab, 


2tnod 2id shat »yrosei 
i steuslagA tuo shaun yirts9) 
2 oft qlorl of baly asw one a | 
vobniy rset" talgio~ytirow* Po sot 
rity imol s os bins a 
toiuiw sive? wen s 10) sonseen 
.baer blo aris belie 
ul-its asw ywiode e028 | h 
tp-2l me i ortiend eirly a seaeial a. Di, 
16 ;OpPST mt Hava nogs Dall 
mrgo1 bed “hebmasmraos” a 
m4 odd lo otnit oft ts staat Toth a 
DMG SIBYS! aga tec? ht igileb dtin " 
b as beret ~~ baeratinget ont n 
Hod om terlt’ oghgaibroson aeWit 
bsrl yodt—,"stu0A stegsiqgA” 
nye 28 eew PHoeeninl sisg pe SY WY 
} MOiIGI9G002 a tid als tive betes » ) 
isit bres yy 
qA-warrss2I ocd pers ry 
bomen toliee e mon? bens i a 
| offi base asdcicle ori noowted tne 
bist sow onw——#rash aid © 
cert hellesis iniog molte ? wt 
i to teso eolum daswet J 
sdovect lo sie beh . 
no 2a} 43 lis lo” ohiteee bee. 
wt sit ee Isbireriod aworn § <a i, 
J seroorsini Us bstqaaraiit e : 
hetrogs Ivo. tase emood s iy 
iA oun0A unignedisve ‘ait ne 
7 SW7O}-+1IEW 28 90 oe | 
is bas yitemo> to Jnstxs a “an 
n19I9b blyoo bns noitevt 
alg imi bas eraiiovextd 
ADBISS, 9 
rod mi won noienroint ad: ad: a 


re 


t 


site ol rollowe bed mist % yron J 
} - adi Ab) 

Lope | ped eye i 
bg) ae ; 


i 
ae 4 


ee IP BEARNY 


(xogue River at a point four miles distant from Table Rock. Kearny 
hoped to be able to surprise them. He ordered his command to fasten 
their sabres to their saddles to prevent noise,—a practice of the 
Chasseurs,—and ordered a part of his force under Captain Walker 
to cross to the south side of the river; while the remainder under the 
most beloved and heroic Captain James Stuart kept on the north side. 

Stuart came upon the Indians who were prepared for battle. Dis- 
mounting his men, who, to Kearny’s disgust,—fatal indeed to “Jim” 
Stuart—in their haste, left their sabres tied to their saddles! They 
made a dash upon the enemy! The Indians met his charge with great 
courage. A fearful struggle took place in which eleven Indians were 
killed and many wounded. In the attack the noble Stuart was. 
wounded and died the next day! 

Kearny immediately recovered Stuart’s body and buried it at the 


- junction of a little rivulet flowing into the Rogue River, which in his 


honor Kearny named Stuart Creek near the camp which Kearny now 
established. In General McClellan’s Diary on an otherwise blank 
page is found the following record: 

On the 18th of June, 1851 at 5 p.m. died Jimmy Stuart my best and 
oldest friend. He was mortally wounded the day before by an arrow 
while gallantly leading a charge against a party of hostile Indians. 
He is buried at Camp Stuart about twenty-five miles south of Rogue's 
River, Oregon, near the main road, and not far from the base of the 
Cishin (?) Mountains. His grave is between two oaks on the leit 
side of the road going south, with “J. S.” cut in the bark of the largest 
oak : 

Jimmy Stuart came down to take care of me when I first fell sick,” 
and after doing so with his usual kindness, was unfortunately taken 
sick himself. 

McClellan was in Oregon on railroad business in 1853 and brought 
to the neighborhood of Stuart’s death this description given him by 
Phil. Kearny. McClellan seems not to have realized that Stuart’s 
body had been removed. 

In his Recollections of a Virginian, General Dabney H. Maury, a 
Captain of the Mounted Rifles, lets us have a closer view of the 
heroic and loveable Stuart and of the campaign. 


KEARNY AND STUART IN OREGON, by Gen. Maury 


Among my friends in this far off war was Captain James Stuart, 
son of the able editor of the Charleston Mercury, a great nephew of 
Sir John Stuart who at his death was the nearest survivor of the 
Royal Family of Stuart. Jimmy Stuart served with me in the Mounted 


12 Mexican War. 
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Rifles and was oné of the most interesting characters I have ever 
‘known. Handsome and gentle as a woman, no soldier of our army 
surpassed him in courage and daring, and his commanding general 
said of him in his report of the last battle of the Mexican War, 
“Lieutenant Stuart of the Rifles, leaping the ditch, was the first 
American to enter the City of Mexico’’—really the second—and so of 
Phil.’s military kindred! 

After the Mexican War Captains Stuart and Walker of our Regi- 
ment marched across the Plains to Oregon City; and in June 1851 
was ordered to march under Major Philip Kearny to San Francisco 
and Jefferson Barracks.43 The road to California led through the 
country of the Rogue River Indians. One night after midnight 
Stuart told us that he had had a dream; had been unable to sleep 
because of a conviction that his death was at hand. He could not 
rid himself of the feeling; and he wished Walker to see to it that his 
wishes then imparted should be carried out. 

In vain Walker tried to laugh away all this as a nightmare; but 
was insisted upon by Stuart. Walker was to be his executor. The 
next day it was learned that the Rogue River Indians had begun 
hostilities, and Phil. Kearny immediately made preparations to follow 
the Indian war party and punish the savages. At breakfast the next 
morning Stuart told of a wierd dream which had troubled him; how 
an Indian Warrior had appeared at the door of his tent; drew his 
bow upon Walker first; and then changing his aim shot Stuart 
through the body. 

Kearny divided his forces, sending Stuart with his party down the 
Rogue River. Stuart charged the Indians. The chief seemed to 
surrender to Stuart. Stuart ordered him to drop his bow; and to 
emphasize the order, tapped the Chief on the head. Immediately the 
Chief drove an arrow through Stuart’s body. He lived a few hours 
in great agony. His grave was made near a tree at the forks of the 
road and carefully marked.—Such the famous first battle of Oregon 
—Indian—warfare the ‘Battle of Stuart’s Creek’! 

Governor Lane of Oregon Territory in 1868 in a private letter 
wrote of this campaign in which he participated: ‘During the Sum- 
mer of 1851 Major Philip Kearny was informed of a recent attack 
of the Rogue River Indians in which they succeeded in killing quite 
a number of miners and doing other mischief, 

These Indians were at that time the most warlike and formidable 
tribe on the Pacific Coast. Never having known defeat they were 
exceedingly bold in their depredations upon the miners and settlers, 
and were the terror of all. 


18Jn Bancroft’s History of Oregon, the impression is given that Phil. was 
“attached” to the “Rifles” in their march across the continent. This was not so. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 
} 
Major Kearny determined, if possible, to give them battle, and 
finally found them, three hundred Braves strong, in the occupation 
of an excellent position. Ele ordered an attack and after a sharp 
engagement succeeded in dislodging them, killing, wounding and 
capturing fifty or more. It was here that the brave and lamented 
| Stuart fell. 
| The Indians retreated across the Rogue River and Major Kearny 
feeling that they had not been sufficiently chastised concluded to 
pursue them, and while in the prosecution of this purpose I joined 
| Major Kearny. The Major followed until the Indians made a stand 
_ quite favorable to themselves on Evans Creek about thirty miles dis- 
tant from the scene of their first disaster. 
At this point Kearny again attacked them, killed and wounded a 
- few and captured about forty; among the latter a very important 
_ prisoner in the person of the great chief’s—Jo’s—favorite wife. By 
means of this capture and these successes an advantageous peace was 
obtained.—Such the “Battle of Evans Creek” the second battle of 
Oregon Indian warfare, as viewed by a participant. -Lane continues : 
Being an eye witness in part of Kearny’s movements and actions I 
can with great truth bear testimony to his gallantry as a Soldier and 
his ability as an Officer. 

“T was then and still am sensible of the great good secured to 
Oregon by his achievements at that time.” 

Kearny had now driven the Indians off the route to California,— 
cleared the trade route,—but he was in possession of the Indian pris- 
oners, and had no place to put them! Yet he recognized their value 
as hostages, and was determined not to release them until the Indians 
consented to a treaty of peace. In fact, sooner than release them, he 
resolved to take them to California and send them back to Oregon 
by sea! 

Here Governor Lane came to Phil.’s relief by offering to escort 
the prisoners to Oregon City whither he was about to return, or to 
deliver them to Governor Gaines or the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs wherever he might find either. And so the prisoners were 
at once sent in Governor Lane’s care escorted by Captain Walker ; 
and Lane delivered them on July 7th to Governor Gaines who was 
found at the ferry over the Rogue River with an escort of fifteen 
men waiting for his interpreter—Gaines was quick to follow up the 
defeat—to bring the Rogue River chiefs to a council. The “success 
of the council was largely due to his possessing their various families 
and succeeded by means of Kearny’s prisoners in inducing about one 
hundred savages, among whom were eleven Head-men to agree to a 
peace”. 

This treaty placed the Indians wholly under the jurisdiction and 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


protection of the United States; and they agreed to restore all the 
property stolen at any time from white settlers. In return for the 
Treaty, Governor Gaines delivered back to them ‘“Kearny’s women 
and children”! 

Phil.’s work was accomplished. Had he read the Oregon States- 
man of July 22d, 1851, he would have been gratified to know his 
work had won a place in the history of the Pacific Northwest: 

I proceed to give in brief an account of the various battles which 
have just been terminated with the Indians on Rogue River by 
a detachment under the command of Brevet Major Kearny: 


The Indians had been completely whipped in every fight. Some 
fifty of them were killed, many wounded and thirty taken prisoners. 
Too much cannot be said for Major Kearny. For more than ten 
days he was in the saddle, at the head of his command, scouring the 
country and pouncing upon the Indians wherever they could. be 
found. He has done much to humble the Rogue River Indians and 
taught them to know that they can be hunted down and destroyed. 


On July 22d in the Oregon Statesman a famous name signs this 
letter : 


To the Oregon Statesman, July 2d, 1851. The Indians at last 
gathered to three times the number of Major Kearny’s command. 
Fifty Indians were killed. Major Kearny has forty prisoners. 

Too much credit cannot be given to Major Kearny. He manifested 
the same indefatigable spirit which has rendered him eminently popu- 
lar on former occasions. He is decidedly an accomplished soldier. 
Yours truly, ‘Ewald’. 


Kearny never forgot the gallant Stuart. After the campaign, he 
wrote to his friend Rufus Ingalls, then Captain of Dragoons and later 
Quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, and requested Ingalls to 
send a detachment from Fort Vancouver to obtain his body; and for- 
warded from San Francisco a fine metal case for the remains and 
continued to display interest in the matter of letters after he had 
reached China; remitting a draft for all the expenses incurred. 
Captain Ingalls faithfully complied with the request, and the body was 
restored to Stuart’s relatives in Buford, South Carolina; and South 
Carolina voted a sword to the Captain’s eldest brother as a token of 
affection with which the State cherished Stuart’s memory. A hand- 
some monument in Buford, S. C. celebrates Stuart’s fame with a syl- 
labus of Rogue River Indian Warfare! | 

Phil. now proceeded to San Francisco and until October 13th was 
stationed in various part of California. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Reports of Kearny’s battle freeing the route of travel from San 
Francisco to the Oregon country, soon reached California, and the 
Alta California of July 6, 1851, a newly established California 
paper, bore this important news: 

Indian Difficulties. Mr. Heye states that from a gentleman just 
down from Shasta mines he learned that a pretty well authenticated 
report had reached there that Major Kearny’s mounted company of 
eighty men, while on their way down from Oregon, had been at- 
tacked by the Indians at the crossing of Rogue’s River, and that 
Captain Stuart had been killed. We pane that this report may yet 
prove unfounded. 

Upon Kearny’s arrival in San Francisco, he turned his military 
hand to the disturbed conditions among the Indians in the northern 
part of the State. The Historical Editor of the Alta Califorma 
enlightens the dark recesses of the silent archives of the War De- 
partment. On July 26th we read in the Alta Califorma: 


Indian treaties—Military Movements.—The Indian Commissioner, 
Colonel Redick McKee, we are informed, is to leave Sonoma about 
the 1st of August, for the purpose of making treaties with the Indians 
in all that portion of the State lying north of the Bay of San Fran- 
cisco, and West of the Sacramento River. He will be accompanied 
by a detachment of United States Dragoons, under command of 
Major Kearny, as an escort. 

Major General Estille and Staff, of the 2d Division State Militia, 
will also accompany the expedition as far as Clear Lake, where it is 
supposed a Treaty will be easily entered into with the numerous 
tribes that reside upon its shores. . . . In the acquaintance of Major 
General Fstille and Major Kearny wilh Indian Wars, their acknowl- 
edged ability, energy, coolness and courage, we feel assured that 
Colonel McKee will find the greatest assistance in the arduous mis- 
sion he.is about to undertake. 


And then the story is continued in the same paper for August 26th: 
The Northern Indians: 


The Indian Commissioner, Colonel McKee, accompanied by Gen- 
eral Estille and Staff, and an escort of United States dragoons 
commanded by Major Kearny, are now en route, by land, for that 
portion of the State.** 

Kearny, his work accomplished, now again resigns the Army and 


14 Thanks are most sincerely acknowledged to the State Librarian at Sacra- 
mento for supplying these newspaper items,—and thus proving to both our satis- 
factions that de Peyster was wrong as to the date Kearny sailed! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


heads for a trip around the world. He will be back in New York in 
the late Fall of ’52; will reappear at a reception at the Tuileries 
given by the Emperor Napoleon in the Spring of ’53 with dramatic 
consequences alike to his children and his grandchildren,—perhaps - 
to his fame and place in history! And so for the first time Phil. 
goes forth on his travels,—Alone. The ancient wisdom “‘it is not fit 
for man to live alone” was soon to be justified in her children. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


HAWAII: ROMANCE!; THE LEGION OF HONOR IN THE 


FRENCH ITALIAN CAMPAIGN 


Kearny left San Francisco on the Sloop of War “Vincennes” as 
the guest of Commander William L. Hudson on October 13th, 1851 
for a trip around the world,—a rare treat in those days! On 
December 7th he was at the Sandwich Islands where he had the 
Upper and Second Story of a “new Cottage” with a piazza extending 
all the way around his apartments. In the Cottage the “Chiefs”? 
occupied the Lower floor. He breakfasted with them, however; but 
dined usually in a “French restaurant.” 

But soon Phil. is again on the waters; and the “Vincennes” struck 
the trade winds and for four days she went dashing madly ahead; 
“making, for hours at a time, 12 knots an hour.” Phil. visited 
China, stopped at Ceylon, went to Bombay, thence to Egypt; and in 
the Fall of 1852 was again in New York on business. He sold a 
piece of property on 22nd Street to create a fund to establish a 
capital, the income of which was to be paid to Diana; but he was 
soon off again to Europe.2? “Phil. became a Wanderer” !—and in 
the spring of 1853 he was living at Paris, whence he had written to 
Secretary Poinsett, a dozen years ago, that he was going to practice 
War with the French in the Algerian Conquest. 

An American officer who served in the Civil War wrote of Phil.’s 
life in France now and later,—1852-1860:—‘“Phil. was in the full 
enjoyment of the companionship of the distinguished officers with 
whom he had served in Africa who appreciated him as a glorious 
type of the American Soldier, distinguished by the loss of an arm. 
Kearny bore his honors always with great diffidence; his deportment 
was devoid of ostentation.” A member of Phil.’s family has written: 
“His were dashing turnouts, quite famous in Paris on account of 
the dash of the young American Officer who graced them.” His 
first cousin sees: “that in whatever character Phil. undertook to shine 
he always played his part well; his hospitality was princely; his 
equipages and horses * inferior to none in style, beauty and quality.” 


2A dominant social group in Hawaii. 

2De Peyster failing to find this Deed of Trust, “notarialized” in New York, 
leaves Phil. in Europe till 1854. 

3 Grasset, the French Historian, says Kearny always rode “blooded horses.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


One of the best artillery officers in our service who translated a 
French political work and who was /Nearny’s constant companion 
at this time had this psychologic thing to say: “He was marked by 
a disposition exhibiting itself at times in an affecting mood of 
self-abandonment and even desolateness which was calculated to 
give one a deep and attentive interest in him; and though possessed 
of the soundest sense and good judgment, some incidents in his life 
border on the romantic!” At this very moment a Romance was 
developing into, some say Phil.’s great Tragedy, others one of the 
great love episodes in our Puritanical history; and any way you look 
at it with marked incidental effects upon the history of his country 
in the Civil War! 

In the spring of 1853 Lieutenant Bankhead of the Navy—and 
this Artillery Officer who has just turned the key to the romantic 
in Kearny’s personality,—were at a fashionable reception for Eng- 
lish and Americans at the Tuileries given by Napoleon III. This 
officer wrote: 

I was much struck with the bearing of Major Kearny. He had 
then left our service but still bore the title; and for this repre- 
sentative occasion wore the uniform of the Dragoons. He was 
introduced to the Emperor by our Minister, Mr. Rives; and when 
his name and services were being mentioned “he shrunk, as if from 
modesty and bashfulness, although a lost arm should have prevented 
any statement from being over-emphasis.”’ 

In 1853 Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Maxwell had sailed from New York, 
their destination “Homburgh’—their daughter Agnes’ health had 
been delicate. Collector of Customs at the Port of New York, four 
years now gone, Mr. Maxwell, in no sense a man of means, occupied 
a position in the business life of New York; and Mr. Maxwell and 
his Lady were received easily in the larger, if not in the exclusive 
Society of the city; but their daughter’s exquisite beauty had _ chal- 
Jenged interest in this Family. | 

The Maxwells bore letters to the Emperor and on this day, to 
this particular reception, the Maxwells were bidden; and along with 
them—alas!—came their Agnes! 

Tall, supple, “panther-swift” in movement, pure unclouded brow 
and dreamy eyes of wonder, fragile, exquisite, Body and Spirit, 
Agnes Maxwell’s recent debut in New York City had focused upon 
her fascinating Personality the eyes of the youths of wealthy and 
aristocratic families ;—her engagement to one of these golden youths 
had been announced ;—-and it was said that her beauty “would lead 
to a Bed of Down, and to a Board groaning with all the good things 
that life offers, to make slight recompense for the flower of her 
Maidenhood,”—in short, marry wealth! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Arriving on foot almost at the same moment with Phil., Agnes’ 
fascinating eyes had now themselves become fascinated as she saw 
spring from a phaeton.a Dragoon officer,—one-armed,—the embodi- 
ment of the Romance to which the panther in her sprang, as Phil. 
from his equipage. 

Suddenly she found herself alone, drawn forward, clasped spiritu- 
ally in Phil’s arm, the empty sleeve the symbol to her of Courage 
and of War in Far Places! And as she stood just behind him, her 
delicate Person almost-—-it was not of course,—touching the Person 
of Her Soldier, perhaps 12 years her senior, her ears tingled with 
delight as their rosy conch-like shells drank in the toast that Mr. 
Rives offered the Emperor as her Country’s spokesman: “Major. 
Philip Kearny, First Regiment, First United States Dragoons, 
Chasseurs d’Afrique, Soldier of the Algerian Campaign.’ And 
when the Emperor, his interest singularly quickened at this notice 
of Phil.’s service to his Empire, offered Phil. his hand and then 
remarked “Soldier of France!’—and turning to the Empress: “We 
must see more of you, Major Kearny’, Agnes’ fascination was 
tinged with reverence; and although Phil., of course, put plenty of 
salt on the tales of these two old birds, not so with Agnes! 

Following Phil., almost unwillingly ; suddenly,—her health is not 
fully recovered, and then the excitement,—she swoons to the floor. 
Phil., drawn by the movement in her direction, moves quickly for- 
ward, now actually takes her in his arm and bears her to a chaise 
longue! And when her flower face opened its petals; and “the 
maiden lay before him in the evening light; he had not dreamed 
she was so beautiful.” Then came on him a sort of sacred fear for 
silent, though he greeted her, she lay “fixed on his face as if it were 
a God’s”! 

Phil. now turning to Mr. Maxwell, “May I offer you my phaeton ?’ 
And so Phil. walks to his Apartment at 15 Avenue Matignon with 
Lieutenant Bankhead and the Artillery Officer; and the whole Max- 
well Family are off in Phil.’s carriage to their Hotel! 

Next morning Phil. wakes, musing,—an image of youth haunts 
him! For the first time Phil. thought: Time passes; he is now 38,— 
the girl 20? And then he walks to her Hotel and 60 years later 
the young girl writes of that man—when New Jersey transfers 
his body to Arlington!—“I wish to be buried by his Side, the Hero 
of my Life and my Love!’, but that’s a long way off. How about 
right now? And besides, her fine aspiration was not gratified! 

Speaking of this Period of their lives a member of the Kearny 
Family has written: “Her relatives remonstrated at the Friendship 
as being improper as Kearny had a wife and children in the United 
States but they—Agnes and Phil——‘told them all to go to Hell’.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Then the Maxwells started on an European trip. Phil. joined the 
Party ; traveled with them. 

In the early part of ’54 Phil. at the insistent demand of his busi- 
ness Agent in New York,—none other than Philip R. Kearny, who 
had objected to his Ball bill at Saumur!—returned to New York. 
The Maxwells soon followed. Phil., face to face with the conse- 
quences, with the danger of warming his being near the flame with- 
out catching fire, which might burn down the structures of both 
their lives, determined to break the bonds that would, if realized, so 
defame him; and off he goes to the vast spaces of his little Empire 
in St. Lawrence County, to lose himself,—to lose Agnes, perhaps 
to awaken the dream of the “glorious Diana,’”—in wild rides as of 
old over the corduroy roads over which he had passed as a Youth! 

Then an accident, a turning point of his fate—upon what little 
things destiny hangs!—Near Kearney’s Falls on the Oswegatchie 
River his gray horse’s hoof sinks through a rotten timber; breaks 
its leg; falls into the River and Phil. fell—being one armed—with, 
not from, the horse. His body, some thought him dead,—was borne 
to Van Beuren’s hotel in Gouverneur. Dr. Robert Watts comes 
up from New York; Phil. is all right, needs only care; but it will 
take him a long while to be whole again; and we find Phil. in his 
Apartment in N. Y. during the Fall and Winter of 1854-5. 

Then Agnes reappears—why not? But too bad for you, Phil.; 
too bad, of course, for her. Use your resolution! You still owe her 
nothing except Friendship! No man, no woman may wreck an- 
other’s life! It will hurt you eternally;* hurt her; help nobody! 
Yet the love of man and woman is strong,—strong as death as the 
event proved in Agnes’ case! But why go on with the tale,—all, 
each one of us, know, in fancy or in actuality, the story! 

Well, Agnes called; sees him. Instructions are given to admit 
no one,—Doctor’s orders the pretense. Really Phil. is saving two 
human beings, himself and Agnes, from themselves! 

But no “stony barriers” could keep Agnes’ love out,—and all 
that kind of thing! 

And so in 1855 Philip R. Kearny tells Diana the story. A divorce! 
Phil. wants to marry. Never! The social custom of divorce now 
universal, obtained in several Sovereignties by handing a piece of 
paper, the man to the woman or vice versa, or by each signing a 
sheet of paper and taking it to an office and having it stamped, was 
not then the custom. And even if Diana was willing the Kearny 


4 Undoubtedly the religious fanatics and the extreme Abolitionists allied with 
the Churches,—and of course Phil.’s enemies,—used this story whispered in Lin- 
coln’s ears to shelve Phil. in the Civil War; but Lincoln at length saw the 
motives and swept the opposition aside to place “his General” in chief command. 


[ 156 ] 















































YUASA WITS 


odt bocioj tii aint voeulaieai m2 a0 borate all 
amonly al 
-tend ail to beens ib teajaigni oct te tid +2" jor 1 ad 
odw ,yarseAl 51 gilidY oer wtlto snon—, dro¥ wath ni tnogA 
Hh wo. o} bémuries-—l tweed te Mid ile eit oF phen ad 
-s2n0> off Asiw oor? of sont ies .bowollel noose ellgvexeM AT 


- 
«+ 
~ 

Ww 


he 


-rittw seme om? 18320 3 iad aie [ ortin nrisew to tan ai13 ative SIeIep 
Hod to esiitiowiie an | ae mia tytn doidw orf gaulotes Ine” 
besties: iy .bloew intl? ebeced of rie 04 benimatob eave visti 
ti siti eid jo ecenoe tasv erif of ascy on Ro bas ; oid peg - 
rangA sao! oj-~ biserntisl iwot!t co! ,vinuoD sonsiwed 12 8 
bir bli ni—“ensi(? euxoholy” sls to mend odi nelews oF 

a es beezeq bef of doutw tevo aber yorsbies sd} tVv0 blo 
~~. TT, — ee ry 2 7 ’ _ en em 4 ~ E me 

A eae. a 9 id iw 4 rag | Trig $  gnobivos fis iS 

osweQ) sala mo elle] ze vermeA we9Vi—! eons yntiesb egair 
. ~ he > “te a @ . de : 

oid : rede mor s dauvouwlt eisie loor. a'setad wsTg aid tevill 
w—boints sto yitisd-—liet id bine asvill ont otnt alist gol af 


“tod esw— bash enid tdgeor? smoe .ybod ei »smod od? \enoit on a 
nop elie VW teedosl 201s viet ni Isto e'eswedl ana@V ot — 


bd re 38 


litw dud ;918 ylmo abson tdtyic Ue ef id paoY wo mort « 
2irl ai Jue bait ow bee ; nisys sloriw sd ot slidw gnol e mid salad ne 
2-p281 lo tomniW bre tat ols er ¥ Mi ai insriteqA 
SidD oy tol bad 063 to ‘Sion yelw—e2resqqesy eon rgA aott 9 
rol gwro Hire woY Pnetiuioes1 wwoyx wat): rad tot e102 bo bed 06! 'g 
-13 aboiw yim asmow on ,asm oV t gitiel bnsit tqsoxe gnicion 
vbodon qlor {ror tu °:vilamtete. voy fwd Mliw 21 19) ated re 
it ee diosh es gnotte—,gnotlz zi-nemow brs nam to avol edt 3s * 
| | . no wa vive ivf !oeeo ‘zengA ait beverq insvs. Ane 
hyrote otlt . yilsutos O yorsei ai i won 2u to ono thse 
inh 3 nove yt pay! reuse 24392 beth 89> 25M aA JisW q i 
zi tid yilseA .sentstorq ond etob10 2 ‘1otood —,sne oa | 
visemedt rot? .zomA bne tisemid ,egnied neu ve aay 


¢ 


, 


iad ynoie” on ma com 
. gnid Yo bail jade” 

IDA . ds poser eliet vartse7! A @ mae e238 at oe barA pe. “i 

sxrovib bo matdeuo isinag of T InovesY. .ymem of eiasw Rit & 
| 2 lsievee m benteddo Asexoview 
£ Bringie doso yd ro .aerev adiv 70 msrnow off} Of nam oat T9qeq | 
asw ,boqranie ti yrived bas silo me 08 Ii soile bas t9qaq to 3 


T 


qreeA ot geifliv enw. esi 27 move bnA inrosand orld srodlt. de 


NG—-,JUO | ‘ssouA «esd bluos “ets! 


~ 


‘ . = ' —- . « 4 +t. ¥ > ere 7 
710 £ WHO, | Conny Ftave 


ditw botlts nseiavgit le lodA. smettxs ad? bog eviienel ayoigilor odt ylbodduot 
nit mm barsqeitiw Tite eit beaw—asicmors 2’lirld seuss Yo bite 
orl? wae Axgnef ga Gloomid tad :24W livid ond ni id syfoda. we 
bosmenoo tir ni “lerensD ad” seg of sbies cediatad haa 


(oer) 


f ‘ : f 
A hh j { 


eee’: |” REA Uae : eae . 
ee | Ae, FACS i us i 9 


Pee es cio: Pais 


4 
a 
» 
=e 
> oe 
5 
7 7 


ea PORE etes Oat etastOn MO LAr eNNR TRI 8. 


wee een rare A 


wre ce WANN as a ee 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


family were unwilling. To them, then seeing neither “steadily or 
whole’, they saw no romance in the whole proceeding! “Truth is 
the Daughter of Time” and they were contemporaries; and the 
judgment of history tends to exalt a romantic loyalty in a relationship 
for the genesis of which neither were responsible.® 

In 1855, Agnes is frequently seen at Phil.’s place at Bellegrove, 
7 miles from New York. Phil. is absorbed in the building up of 
his great estate of 100 acres just opposite the home of his youth 
across the Passaic River, in Newark the “Kearny Homestead” ; 
succeeds in doing it. Frederick Law Olmstead ® lays out the grounds 
and Agnes delights in it! His cousin writing of this period says: 
“Tt was at this time 1854-5 that Phil. devoted his time to embellish- 
ing his country estate, Bellegrove, which he had recently purchased.” 
As a matter of fact, Phil. had begun assembling the plot in 1850; 
and in 1850 to ’54 deeds are recorded in Hudson County which 
witness to the period of its establishment. He had built as we 
know a magnificent castle-like structure patterned after a Medieval 
edifice he had visited in Saumur and a distinguishing characteristic 
was a great Bell Tower which gave “the place a suggestion of a 
Cathedral.” 

An enthusiast in everything he undertook he turned his attention 
to sheep-raising and established “one of the finest flocks in the United 
States.” He also turned his attention to cattle but in this direction 
his success was unimportant ;—he went to Europe before the experi- 
mental stage had passed. But his great delight was in his gray 
horses ; among which his dearest friends were “Moscow” and “Mon- 
mouth,” and ‘Black Hawk,’—Mexican Warriors,—the latter really 
a white horse foaled at Jefferson Barracks in 1838 and named for the 
Indian Chief whom his brother-in-law, General Atkinson, then Com- 
mandant at the Barracks,—Phil. at Fort Leavenworth,—had beaten 
at the decisive battle of the Black Hawk War and so imbedded his 
name in the chronicles of America. 

Then the “fascinating because the impossible dream of bliss’,—so 
Tolstoi had it of Anna Karenina,—was at length realized! A divorce 
had been denied them. Their love tested, had proved its truth, and 
of course ever since the first moment of their mutual history at 
the Tuileries,—often in his Civil War letters, Phil., refers to Agnes 
as “His little girl of the Tuileries”,—their souls had lain beside 
each other’s—and now the tacit word was to be made flesh! In fact 


5Intense and eager and instinctive as our loyalty and devotion to Diana 
Bullitt, truly even in age as Ambassador Bullitt has written “the glorious 
Diana”, yet Phil.’s justification,—by no means an excuse but an apoilogia in the 
true sense,—in view of modern opinion is sound. 

6 He planned Central Park. 


[157 ] 















































to ylibssia” neil paisse nid 
ai riutT” !yntbesoorq slow att ni 
adh bas ; as teroqesin0> oIsw yout bas “ . 
gitlenoiteis: s ni aiaxot Stinsmot s ilexs of aay otetr 
‘sidienoges1 stow ‘i sritien slater to ei 
oTgallsd el 2elndT te rise yiinsupai? af eon iy 
to ee nbitud oct mi bedtoeds a a ha st0Y wot 


fisoy etl 20 stort ends  stizog 190 1 dent estos oot to of 29 
:‘bestesmbH vores” off disewsh tf javill oigzem ee 
wit deo eval * bootemlO wat Diebstt ty ic > ot 
req ett do geitrrw oiewoo aA fiat eidgileb a9 
sent) ex! batoveb id fens e-nz28r sti? eirld if 
eatioug vitntsost bard off so med 3VO tgslisd sinies yriewe 


Rriiddmees mugod a Aid 98 lo 198 

fotiw viewold nodbewH ai bsb10291 vin ebesd pe" o} bey 
to boireq sit oF 

loveibslé = wits bomrsiteg stutorte sltl-slteso in$9 is 


dtensionrads yridaignitelb s bas mms ni betiew't 
io nonesgyne £2 sonlgq sii” oveg doidw en ist 


= 


' +. ‘s 


ow 22 thd bad of tnemreiigastes ett 


= 


. : 


a 


' 
“i 


Gon ete! borrurt on Aootrabny of gnidtytevs ai da 
batin U orl ai aslookt Jeond oft to ono” bereiidstes bas 9 ae 
F ib anit mt ted sitte> of nolteotis eid bom? dais rh 
-treexs off eroled sqowlt of insw si—: Serra 28W 2 
) it 3 igileb tevry eit! mH = beeene bart : 
non” 5 jose0li stew abnoem? tesrseb , a te 
yetis! ohti—210rs VW nssixo! f=" awe ssid” b 
. nse bne G¢81 ai aloes moze] te boleors 
~fTt : moanplA Iswsns) .wesl-ni-rodioi eid thorw ai if 
weevexsl ol ts NidW—~edostisll self 
i ce bue t¢W stwsH sboel onl? 10 olttad Svigiog 
sirsmA to esfoinrols 7 a 
idtezoqmt t semnosd 2 niisnivent” 
S esw ferniam’ 9 nA 164i DBO 
baizo} svol tiefT mods ira 


t wordt fo toormort Jer >a sore ‘13V3 | 


rah of ersten ii ,eroftel xwW livid ent nt noito—z rol 
sbizsd cial hal elnoe isdi— “serrhut $f3 id hifg 


toni ni riaafi 5] om J of 2aw how Sing? os wor ih 
a 

anci€i of moeveb> bas vileyol wo es svitonivent bas hyo 
tubtaly wi" aettivw eed Nillofi robaezedemtA es a 
of? ai Sigoioge mn wd sates ms ensom on ¢d-—,noite> ¢ 
‘ et ti ae 2 hired : 


very 
[ser] 





it 
eli 
4 
hab 


ae ‘ 
mnéc ™ - 
(a if 


yar 


- aie a 


os. Lo alae ie ae ii ey hi a mA 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


had been; and the Priestly Caponsacchi’s words, towards his Mistress, 
stirred in their hearts: “Because of our souls’ yearning that we meet 
and mix in Soul through Flesh, let us become one body being one 
soul.” 

Now comes into the story, consummating it, an account from a 
member of the Kearny family: “A piece appeared in the newspaper 
saying that Major Kearny was sailing for Europe on a certain boat 
on a certain day and his name was on the passenger list. The 
morning the boat sailed his passage was cancelled and he returned 
to Bellegrove. The next week a figure heavily veiled boarded a 
European steamer. Just before the ship sailed a carriage sped to 
the dock and Major Kearny,—and his luggage,—emerged and boarded 
the vessel. And when they arrived in France Phil. and Agnes dis- 
embarked; went immediately to Rouen, France, where they took 
an apartment at No. 1 Rue Armand-Carrel and in the official record 
of the Etat Civil, and generally and socially, were known as “Mr. & 
Mrs. Philippe Kearny.” 

Upon the birth of the child, Phil. and Agnes,—really Kearny,— 
were off in 1856 to the Coronation of the Czar Alexander. Nothing 
could have exceeded his graphic descriptions of the fetes that at- 
tended the Ceremonies! He seemed to experience a vivid satisfac- 
tion “in the military Displays in which he participated”. On two 
occasions,—one on the eve of the Coronation,—he and Agnes attended 
banquets at the Imperial Residence. 

Phil. also visited Prague, “to attend some great military reviews 
near that city.” “Later Mr. & Mrs. Philippe Kearny”, he and Agnes, 
went to Italy and were present at a Ball in the Grand Ducal Palace 
in Florence. Kearny appeared as Knight Templar, clothed from 
head to foot in Chain Armor, under the weight of which, over 18 
Ibs. “He danced as lightly as if clad in silk; and wore it so aptly 
the illusion was perfect.” Of this kind of entertainment Phil. was 
fond,—the unique, the bizarre; otherwise classic and formal; no 
fooling about it! And at a Grand Ball “unequaled in any age—till — 
1898—in the city of New York,” given by Commodore John C. 
Stevens, at “Castle Point” Kearny was conspicuous as Abd-el-Kadir 
in a costume he had captured in Africa. So correct was his appear- 
‘ance in every detail that from his belt swung a severed head “imi- 
tated in white sugar.” To the mid-Victorian ladies present,—avail- 
ing themselves of the privilege of “screaming” with or without 
provocation,—the Representation was so real that the Coramodore 
touched Phil. on the shoulder; and soon he laid aside the token of his 
martial experience in Algeria! 

In 1857 Phil. and Agnes came to America. The world thinking 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


that they were married, received them with open arms; but of course 
Phil. and Agnes held back!—of course they did!—and Phil. opened 
again his quest for freedom. Of this period a member of Diana’s 
Household till her death in 1906, says: “Mrs. Kearny refused 
to allow a divorce as her Kearny relatives did not want her to get 
one. But Major Kearny threatened to assert his right to his child 
and take John Watts Kearny away which he had a legal right to 
do. Then regardless, Mrs. Kearny applied for a divorce. She was 
granted the divorce in New York to be free from him as if he were 
actually dead but he could not marry until she actually died. Phil. 
took Agnes to New Jersey as soon as the divorce was granted 
and they lived at Bellegrove’—-which reasonably represents the 
true story. For in November 1857 after making a handsome allow- 
ance on Diana, Diana brought suit in New York; and in March 
1858 the decree was granted. But as for the death-business that 
was the lawyer’s trick under a Confederated System. For all he 
had to do to give Death the gate, was to step across the state’s 
boundaries where New York prohibitions are inoperative,—which 


-he did by shortly marrying his real wife now these three years, 


Agnes Maxwell! But there were reasons,—applicable to the con- 
duct of their married life in France,—about which Cortlandt Parker 
told them, why in April, 1858 Phil. made a Pre-Nuptial Settlement 
upon “Agnes Maxwell”, giving her a life income of $3,000.00 per 
year. Then they returned to Paris; Phil. rented again the “noble 
apartment” at 15 Avenue Matignon, in one of the most fashionable 
districts, a minute’s walk from the Champs Elysée, not far from 
the Arc de Triomphe ;* and thenceforth till 1861 their lives, now 
realized from dream to reality, shone brilliantly in the life of the 
city. 

As soon as Rumors of War had hardened into the sudden mobili- 
zation of the French Army,—France supporting Italy in Italy’s claims 
for Nationality and so to be rid of the heel of the Austrian In- 
vader on Italian soil, in Northern Italy,—Phil..—Semper Fidelis,— 
applied “personally” to the Emperor for permission to join his old 
Regiment, the Chasseurs d’Afrique. But General Morris, Phil.’s old 
Commander in the Conquest of France's Colonial Empire, now an 
illustrious Captain, was chosen by the Emperor to command the 
Cavalry Division of the Imperial Guard; and the Emperor “did 
Major Kearny of the Chasseurs d’Afrique, Soldier of France” of 
the Tuileries Reception, the distinguished honor of assigning him 


7 This house, the nucleus of the Count Raoul de Ricci’s present distinguished 
residence still exists,—to whom the author is indebted for this information. The 
Count writes that pedestrians on the Champs Elysee may be seen from the win- 
dows. Kearny’s “apartment” was a figure of speech for a private residence. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


to the Cavalry Division of the Imperial Guard on General Morris’ 
Staff ! 

Dressed in the garb of the First Regiment, First Dragoons, of 
the United States Army, Kearny left Paris on May 12th, 1859, 
the day after the departure of the Emperor and returned two days 
before the Emperor returned on July 14th. On the latter date, 
Kearny showing the zest of his Battle experience, wrote a friend: 


Paris, July 14th, 1859 

My two months have been all that a Military Man would have 
desired,—a School of such Grandeur as rarely occurs! And the 
Drama has been complete! Leaving Paris the day after the Emperor 
I arrived just two days before his return. I have roamed about 
everywhere and on the day of Solferino, I was—: but wait a little; 
for things happened before the glorious Charge of the French Cav- 
alry at Solferino which decided the Campaign. 


Napoleon had left Paris to arrive at Genoa on the 12th of May; 
on the 20th the Battle of Montebello was fought; and passing on 
to June 14th, one of the two great contests of the war, Magenta, 
was fought at which Kearny was detached at his request from the 
Cavalry of the Imperial Guards and participated, not in a great, 
but as General Grasset wrote, “in an important way”. 

It was at the Battle of Montebello that Phil. met,—Phil. liked,— 
General Forey who later—as Phil. in 1847—captured Puebla in 
Mexico, 16th to roth of May, 1863, when Napoleon was attempt- 
ing to set up a Mexican Empire under Maximilian; and who was 
raised for his signal service at the Battle of Montebello to the dig- 
nity of a Marshal. Phil. wrote that he thought that to General 
Forey belonged the chief credit, jointly with the Sardinian Cavalry, 
for the Victory at Montebello.2 In this charge—the most gallant of 
the war—Phil. participated. 

Now comes the battle of Solferino and in this Kearny played 
a distinguished part. In the citation for the Legion of Honor, 
General Morris remarked simply; “in this Engagement Major Kearny 
was always at my side!” but the truth is a little different. Had he 
been in that necessarily secure position he would not have been 
reprimanded by Morris “as father to son”, for needlessly exposing 
himself! Kearny was an Observer, in Morris’ guarding eyes; in 
Kearny’s eyes Phil. was a participant or nothing! At least he was 
determined to get busy in battle and he began the night before. 


8 These French customs of rewarding almost on the field of their victories, the 
great soldiers of the Empire, made Kearny feel, even bitterly, the neglect follow- 
ing his great victories in the Civil War. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Phil. wrote “The night before the battle I had a marvelous escape 
having been inveigled by false guides into the midst of the Austrian 
masses”’,—but the exact character of the escape Phil. didn’t detail. 

At the battle itself Phil. was not only present with the line of 
Cavalry skirmishers but he wrote, “I participated in every Charge 
that took place. That day I was mounted from six in the morning 
until 11 at night scarcely off my horse even for a few minutes. 
Depend upon it he was a good one! The Cavalry of the Guard 
came up some 6 leagues in full trot, and rapid gallop, to take its 
place under fire; for there was a gap we had to stop.” 

A distinenished Military Critic, an American, who made a sia 
of the Campaign, translated it for American consumption into terms 
of the Battle of Gettysburg. 


GETTYSBURG AND SOLFERINO 
By An American Soldier ° 


The decisive battle of the Campaign in many respects resembled 
our third day’s fight at Gettysburg,—provided the Cemetery Ridge 
we occupied at Gettysburg had formed a comparatively straight line 
of ten or twelve miles instead of a fish-hook of not more than five 
miles in the extent of its curve. 

The heights of Solferino were to the Austrians what the pro- 
longation of Cemetery Ridge was to the Army of the Potomac. 

Pickett’s charge was a repetition of the onset of the Imperial 
Guard which captured the key- a pierced the Austrian center 
and decided the battle. 

Pickett failed for the reason that the French succeeded. The Army 
of the Potomac saved itself from the assault of Pickett by an almost 
spontaneous movement of all the neighborhood troops to repel the 
Charge by feeding the fight at the point of the onset of Pickett’s 
men. On the contrary the Austrians did not reinforce or replace the 
exhausted defenders at Solferino. The Austrian Army went to 
ruin in consequence. 

At 2 in the afternoon was Hing’ crisis of the day,—the Bloody Angle 
Imperial Guard to which 
Phil. was attached came up to él the gap left by the advance of a 
Corps of the French Army—the Second Corps—to connect the Corps 
under Marshall Neill with the Corps under General Canrobert. 

This advance of the magnificent body of Horse was represented 
by a spirited sketch from the pencil of a Lieutenant of the Dragoons 
of the Empress Eugenie, published in the Illustration of Paris. 





® Major General John Watts de Peyster. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


They came up Chasseurs, Dragoons, Lancers, Cuirassiers, in col- 
umns of Squadron, having accomplished six leagues at full trot or 
gallop in the midst of horrible clouds of dust across the country 
very “impracticable” for Cavalry and assumed a position in front of 
the Austrian center. Here the Chassuers were let loose on the 
Austrians; and at the same time General Morris of the Imperial 
Guard, supported the movement with his lancers, dragoons and 
Cuirassiers. The Austrian Infantry as well as the Austrian Dragoons 
were completely overthrown. But Phil. thought that if the Austrian 
Imperial Guards and the “Hungarian Hussars who -were reputed 
to be the finest Cavalry in Europe, had lived up to their reputation, 
the victory might have been with the Austrians.” 

Then a dramatic moment! When the order was despatched to 
the Chasseurs of the Guard to make the onset Kearny requested 
permission from General Morris to “go forward and witness it”! 
“When the charge took place Kearny participated in it, holding his 
reins in his teeth, with his characteristic impetuosity.” <A relative 
of Major Kearny’s from Boston formerly an officer of the United 
States Dragoons, wrote: “General Morris slightly reproved Phil., 
for allowing his ardor to carry him away and to join in this charge!” 

General Grasset, the French Historian of the Civil War has written 
the most representative account,—of six or seven which have been 
read,_—of Kearny’s part in the Italian Campaign. 


REARNY, AT SOLPERING: “A°PURTTAN TN’THE MIDST 
ORTH CAVALIERS. = 


Kearny was since his early youth a Batailleur—a Fighter—not 
after the manner of Philip Sheridan, but with an indomitable char- 
acter which sometimes inspired grave anxieties. 

A year of study at Saumur, intercourse with the soldiers of the 
Imperial Guard, a circle in which he shone; a very great devotion to 
the Person of the Sovereign, was joined to an admirable loyalty! 
And what camaraderie,—companionship, fellowship,—in every crisis! 
What confraternity in the moment of dangers; and what understand- 
ing of pleasure! 

Kearny was now making the Campaign with the Imperial Guard, 
only too happy to draw the sword for love of the “bruit’’—noise; and 
“de la fumee de combat’”—smoke of battle! 

Kearny made a splendid figure in this correct and severe bearing 
in the middle of the sparkling uniforms of the Imperial Guard, a 
sombre note amidst the gilding; so much the more remarkable by 


10 The War of the Secession by Grasset. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


reason of the contrast. A Puritan in the midst of the cavaliers of 
Charles I.! 

“Les Milanaises, dit on ne furent pas creulles, si l’on en croit 
quelques lettres de l’officer American, dans lesquelles il raconte, avec 
la rude bonne humeur du Yankee laché en pays etranger; quelques 
aventures assez montés de ton!” 

He was recognized, for the rest, fighting as he alone knew how, 
in every combat; and charged “‘si brilliantment a Solferino” with the 
Chasseurs de la Garde that they offered him the Riband of the Legion 
of Honor. “II en etait tres fier dans son pays, ou les distinctions 
honorifiques n’existent pas. I! porte toujours au reverse de sa capote 
de General,” when the American balls whistled around him, the 
Decoration valorously won in the Plains of Lombardy. Tomorrow 
the Decoration will accompany him on all the battlefields where 
Kearny is found fighting against his own compatriots with his ‘“‘bra- 
voure legendaire’’—legendary bravery. 

The Chief of Staff of the Italian Army has written of Kearny’s 
part in the War of Italian Liberation: 


“Roma, 26 Novembre, 1935 
“Ministero della Guerra 
“Commando Delcorpo Distato Maggiore 

General Kearny combatte a Solferino il 24 giugno di quell’ anno, 
inquadrato pero nelle truppe dell’ esercito francese che concorsero 
alla campagna. La brillante condotta del Kearny fu premiata da 
S.M. l’Imperatore dei Francesi con la Groce della Legion d’Onore. 

L’esercito Italiano esalta nel nome del Suo illustre Kearny la 
figura di chi ha contribuito con la mente e con braccio alla causa del 
proprio Risorgimento." 

In CoLonnELLo Capo UFFIcI0” 
(L. Chiolini) 

When General Kearny returned from Italy his cousin was at his 
residence in Paris and stayed with him for nearly three weeks. Phil. 
expressed to “Watts” the utmost admiration for the French army in 
its conduct at Solferino; but he seemed to feel that the Austrians 
might have won the battle or maintained their position had they held 
out with greater tenacity or had they been aware of the conditions 

“and dislocation of the allies”. 
Kearny’s military education was now complete. He had prepared 


11 “General Kearny fought at Solferino; and his brilliant conduct was awarded 
by the Emperor with the cross of the Legion of Honor. The Italian Army exalts 
the name of the illustrious Kearny who contributed with mind and arm to its 
own Revivification.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


himself thoroughly for a General’s command; and even now across 
the waters was now rumbling the sound of intramural danger in his 
own his native land! No soldier in the Civil War came to combat 
better qualified to command vast armies on a great scale than Philip 
Kearny, Soldier of France. 

For his conduct in the Campaign and particularly at Solferino, 
General Morris initiated the process for the Empire to recognize his 
services; and on this Document on February 17th, 1860, the Emperor 
Napoleon endorsed this phrase: “Cross Accorded; N.”: 


This Officer having fulfilled the course of instruction at Saumur 
obtained authorization for the Algerian Campaign of 1840. He was 
attached to the First Regiment, Chasseurs d’Afrique and especially to 
the Fifth and Sixth Squadron of which I held the command. He 
participated with me in the combat which carried the Oued Jur 
and the Bou-Roum; at the capture of Cherchill, of Medea and of 
Milianah ; and in all the affairs that took place in connection with the 
possession of such places. In the last Campaign after having obtained 
permission of His Majesty, the Emperor, he was attached to my 
Staff during the marches; and was present at Magenta with General 
Cassaignolles; and at my side at the battle of Solferino and dis- 
played military bravery of a high order and great coolness. 

This Decoration of the Cross of the Legion of Honor,—for such 
it was,—represents the first Accord of such an honor to an American 
citizen for Military Service; really represents the second Accord; 
inasmuch as the Duc d’Orleans had already offered Phil. a like honor 
in the Algerian Campaign 20 years earlier! 

Of the latter part of the Italian Campaign, Phil. wrote: “I re- 
mained until I saw the Mincio passed and Peschiera invested,’-— 
which Phil. speaks of as his second siege while besieging Yorktown in 
the Civil War,—‘and the whole Austrian Army demoralized and 
broken up.” 

In 1860, Phil. realized that Civil War in his own country was 
imminent. About this he bore no illusions and he bid his Loyal 
Friends to keep him advised of the progress of events. As one by 
one his southern friends took ship to the south, Kearny realized he 
would never see them again as friends and it weighed vastly on his 
spirit. Two years later he was to write his beloved Agnes that 
“Prince John” Magruder and Major Wheat, then fighting him on 
the Peninsula, were now parting at this very moment from Agnes 
and Phil. “on the stairway of their noble apartment in Paris.” 

The sound of the Secession of South Carolina,—Lincoln elected,— 
rumbled across the ocean, and he and Agnes heard it at 15 Avenue 
Matignon. No way out but Civil War! But then he knew the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


temper of the French, English, of interested Continental Europe. 
| The question of intervention would most certainly come up and he 


used every scintilla of his influence to form a public opinion among 
the controlling minds of the French Governmental Service—socially 
too—with whom he was in contact. 

Edwin de Leon” was the Confidential Agent in Europe of the 
Confederacy. Kearny knew him and was well informed of the pur- 
poses he represented ; de Leon wrote: 

While the interregnum in the Diplomatic representation lasted, 
during the lagging on the stage of the reluctant veterans of President 
Buchanan’s Administration before the new ones arrived to represent 
the new views and wishes of Lincoln’s Administration, General 
Fremont who was then in Paris threw his weight on the northern 
side, and Major Kearny whose social position had given him influence 
in certain circles used all his influence for the North. But the great 
horde of Americans, resident abroad, possessed but little influence 
and at the commencement of the war it was rather their style to 
affect sympathy with the Southerners, as representing the more aristo- 
cratic side. “Kearny as the ideal representative of the North nega- 
tived that assumption in a marked way.” 

Looking back through the atmosphere—political, social and per- 
sonal—discharged of the innumerable controlling incidents and events, 
public and private, accumulating through a decade which Time has 
often hidden or History has “interpreted”, it is impossible to “re- 
construct” the real, the actual, heart and mind,—the angry fierce 
and resentful heart and mind, of the loyal North,—and the great 
heart and mind of Philip Kearny at this crisis of our national life; 
and to again inhale the LOYAL Northern atmosphere, which, very 
rarefied, quickened the spiritual pulse of Philip Kearny,—of the 
North,—standing on the lofty heights of the Constitution. And so 
the views of contemporaries, synthesized, who breathed the same 
atmosphere, alone gives the history of Phil.’s spirit and the spirit of 
the North. What was this environment in which Phil. moved and 
had his being? 

No sooner had the tocsin of alarm sounded across the Atlantic than 
Kearny’s patriotism responded to the appeal. “He needed no Fiery 
Cross” to summon him to answer! His own ardent spirit answered 
the invocation of his menaced Fatherland as instantly ‘“‘as the explo- 
sion of a gun follows the application of the match.” He was now 
about to draw his sword not against the Mexicans, the enemy of 
the United States; nor the Indian, the opponent of civilization; nor 
the Austrians, the foe of liberal ideas; “but against traitors as 


12Jn our New York Public Library, I find no copy of this book, several 
other necessary volumes and too often only morning editions of evening papers. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


criminal as those who linked their fortunes to the Roman, the impious 
traitor Cataline ;—against traitors who were unsheathing their mur- 
derous swords against the Constitution and the Laws—the integrity 
and existence of the National Union.” 

Phil.’s patriotism was all aflame; a patriotism which “ordinary 
minds can scarcely conceive; a patriotism which very few men have 
sufficient magnanimity to appreciate.” His associates had heretofore 
been chosen from Southerners and their connections who were looked 
upon in Europe “as the finest, nay, the only type of American 
gentlemen. The majority of the ablest officers who broke their oaths 
had been his companions in arms”. His style of life, his taste 
for art and display, his strong inclination for luxurious and elegant 
ease were more consistent with the habits of southern than northern 
life and manners of living. Self disappeared however, before the 
question of country! All these associations were to go by the board 
in the presence of the Final Cause. ‘‘What am I?” exclaimed Kearny 
“if no longer an American!” 

Those who knew him at this time spoke through a representative 
voice: “Phil. loved his country, its grand present, its almost infinitely 
greater future. He saw the crumbling of foreign empires. He saw 
how much the world was to owe to the education, to the inspiration 
and to the genius of the American Republic, and then too, America 
was his country! To her he had sworn allegiance; for her he had 
lost his arm and had braved death on the battle field at the hands of 
the alien and the savage!” And so to save that nation, to do his part 
to save her existence, and “to put down villainy and insanity” which 
threatened her life, though dissuaded by all his military friends in 
Paris he hastened to give all his energy to the Cause of his Country. 

Those who conversed with him at this time, and knew the thoughts 
of his heart,—those alone who are now speaking through these pages, 
—can alone know how “fierce and unalloyed was the patriotism which 
brought him home”. “We parted in Paris in 1869” are the words 
in a letter from an officer who served in 1850 with the Sardinians in 
the Italian Campaign, “and I returned home and I well remember 
his last request to me to let him know the state of affairs in the 
United States. As soon as the secession of the Southern States ap- 
peared inevitable, I informed him to that effect and received for an 
answer that he would immediately return co to offer his services 
to the Administration.”’ 

Early in the Spring of 1861 on receiving the first reliable intelli- 
gence of his country’s imminent peril Kearny broke up his luxurious 
establishment in Paris and took ship for the United States. 

When Phil. returned from the Italian Wars in 1859, Agnes was 
with child,—had been for two months; she had whispered to Phil. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of the birth-to-be of “our boy”, passionately longed for, in early 
May, 1859; and she brought forth ‘“‘their” first born child at 11:30 
in the evening of January 25, 1860 at their residence, 15 Avenue 
Matignon ;—not indeed to be the Light of the World but indisputably 
the Light of Phil.’s World; and about his “first smile” Phil. wrote 
from the bloody fields of Seven Pines with passionate grief. 

Before leaving Paris Phil. changed his will and joined Archibald 
Kennedy Kearny to John Watts Kearny, “his sons” as sole residuary 
legatees; and so to protect the possibility of the rights of heritage 
of Archibald Kennedy Kearny under his will being questioned by 
quibblers, Phil. determined to safe-guard the interests, property and 
personal, of his precious heir presumptive. And so he went before . 
Mr. Henry W. Spencer, United States Consul in Paris and sought 
from Mr. Spencer a certificate witnessing to the birth and the 
legitimacy of Archie and accordingly Mr. Spencer prepared the 
following document: 


Consulate of the United States 
of America, Paris, France. 

Know all Men by these Presents that it hath been satisfactorily 
proven to me, Henry W. Spencer, United States Consul for and in 
the City of Paris, that a male child was born on the twenty-fifth of 
January, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty, at 11% o'clock 
P.M., at No. 15 Avenue Matignon, the said child being named 

Archibald Kennedy Kearny 
and that the said child is the legitimate son of Philip Kearny, late 
officer of the United States Army, and Agnes, his wife, both citizens 
of the United States of America, now residing in the City of Paris. 

All of which facts are recorded with the proofs thereof in this 
Consulate Register H, Page 146. 

In testimony Whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and official seal this... 
aay Gen? Se, 186 


This consular certificate was not completed; but from previous and 
succeeding entries in Register H it must have been written between 
March 28th, 1861 and April 2oth of that year; but since Phil. had 
sailed on April 5th undoubtedly the true date is on or about that day. 

Phil. had done all in his power to protect Agnes and her son, his 
best, his very best beloved son. John Watts Kearny he had not seen 
in recent years; in fact very little at any time; and characteristically, 
—with or without cause of which he really knew nothing naturally,— 
John had sided violently with his mother; and a vague unwritten 
tradition, nonsense to John Watts Kearny’s son,—but still a tradi- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


tion,—has it that Phil.’s son by Diana threatened to go off to the 
Civil War and enlist with the southern army! Perhaps had he been 
with the South Carolinians at Williamsburg or with the Georgia Regi- 
ment at Seven Pines he would have been particularly selected by 
General Magruder, Phil.’s old friend and by General Johnston, “‘to 
take a ‘bead’ at your old man”! 

Without loss of an hour as soon as Phil. arrived in New York he 
proceeded immediately to Washington to offer his services to the 
country. He found that opposition was developing and returned to 
New York and opened conferences with the State Military Authori- 
ties; but there he found also that his services were not acceptable !— 
AMAZING!?3 | 

It was at this time that the following editorial appeared in the 
Tribune : 


“Among the late arrivals we notice the name of that distinguished 
officer, Major Kearny, late of the Army. Major Kearny after an 
absence abroad for two or three years returns home to offer his 
services in the support of our Government and the Flag which he 
has so nobly defended. He is now at Albany urging upon the Gov- 
ernment his claims to a high position in the ‘Volunteer Force’ of the 
State.” 

In this connection it will not be amiss to state what have been 
Major Kearny’s services and ‘military experience”; and, after stating 
Phil.’s record in language which even to his most ardent admirers 
seems almost over-statement: “Few men have seen more active serv- 
ice; and still fewer of our countrymen if any of our soldiers have 
witnessed the movements of such large and splendid ariiies; certainly 
none have participated in them. His valuable experience should not 
be refused at this time when we are so sadly in want of experienced 
commanders without a taint of treason. Such is Major Kearny; his 
time, his fortune, his great experience are freely offered and should 
be accepted by his native state. 

Phil.’s very record of service ought to have been sufficient to have 
obtained from him one of the four Major or Brigadier Generalships 
to which the State of New York was entitled, but Politics were in 
order! “What’s-in-it-for-Us” was the Civil—Service,—War cry in 
the State battle for military preferment. Up to this time Phil. had 
never claimed to be a citizen of any except the Empire State. He was 
a New Yorker, bred and born. Like his uncle, Major General 
Stephen Watts Kearny, he had been appointed to the United States 
Army from New York—California contra!— The majority of 
his interests lay in his native city, derived from maternal ancestors 


13 “No man, no woman has a right to wreck another’s life’. Supra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


who never had any connection with another state. Consequently on 
the advice of General Scott he had hastened back from the Capital 
of the Nation with this letter from the Commarfder-in-Chief of the 
Armies of the United States, which reveals conclusively, certainly 
with a high degree of presumption, the kind of opposition that was 
defeating him. 


Headquarters of the Army of 
The United States, Washington 
May 14, 1861 


To His Excellency, Governor Morgan 
Dear Governor: : 

I beg leave to suggest Major Philip Kearny of New York, late 
distinguished officer of the Army for a high commission in the New 
York Volunteers. His long and valuable experience in actual and 
active military service seems to commend him as a useful and valu- 
able Commander and disciplinarian. 

He is among the bravest of the brave and of the highest spirit 
and bearing. | 

With high regards, 

Winfield Scott. 


It would scarcely be believed that the claims of such a man were 
ignored “in favor of individuals who had scarcely more to recommend 
them than the presumption with which they preferred their claim 
and the want of principle with which their applications were pressed, 
backed by ignorant politicians and worse.” 34 

Kearny wrote: “General Scott’s letter is certainly very strong and 
I presume it is the only testimony of this kind he has ever extended 
to any individual.” 

An illustration of the almost universal treatment accorded by the 
“Albany crowd” is found in General Newton Martin Curtis’ story 
when he had raised,—and had been the initiator in raising,—in North- 
ern New York in Phil.’s own bailiwick, the ‘finest body of men 
from New York State.” When he brought his command to Albany, 
General Curtis told Governor Morgan when Curtis was told to take 
his Regiment away back to his own county because his “command” 
had come to Albany without orders or authorization from the Ad- 
jutant General: “Governor Morgan, I assure you that my Company 
will not return home; if not accepted by the State of New York I'll 
go with it to Washington.” 


14 Extend these political practices everywhere! and mark these for identifica- 
tion when Phil.’s foes apply the words “Ebullitions of temper!” “Jealousy”, 
when he denounces “Our fatal Generals” on the Peninsula. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


General de Peyster wrote of Phil. at this time: “He had no confi- 
dence in politicians; but little respect for dignitaries; no love for 
anything but the Cause. Intriguer§, cowards, martinets, small men 
essaying to crowd down great ones, he detested with implacable 
detestation. But to courage and upright manliness he lifted his hat 
with instinctive reverence. For the soldier, whether officer or private, 
who cherished a genuine pride and labored only for duty’s sake to 
excel in every department of the service, he had the most genuine 
respect.” 

Time was passing ; War was on! Kearny now no longer stood upon 
rank or rights. He proclaimed his willingness to lead a Regiment even 
to take a subordinate line command, in any regiment; and so it was 
that he accepted a Cavalry Command in a Regiment then being 
organized. | | 

The First New York Cavalry,—so called Lincoln Cavalry—was 
organized immediately after President Lincoln issued his first call for 
Volunteers, April 15th, 1861, which brought together a “number of 
the first young men of the city, possessing wealth and high social 
position.” Colonel Bayard Clark was its first Colonel. Colonel 
Clark resigned upon the refusal of General Scott to accept the Regi- 
ment; as Colonel Clark interpreted it, “because the Army wished to 
have the honor of crushing the rebellion through the Regulars” 
wrongly termed the West Point spirit. Scott was not a Westpointer. 
General Kearny was then tendered the Command; and he accepted 
conditionally; and immediately went to Washington to urge its in- 
corporation into the Army; in this he was unsuccessful. He urged the 
continuance of its organization convinced that the services of such a 
splendid body would soon be needed; but just at this time while 
Kearny was acting as Colonel of the Lincoln Cavalry, New Jersey 
tendered him the command of her troops and he accepted! 

The men appealed to Phil. to propose an officer capable of succeed- 
ing him and—semper fidelis—he suggested Andrew T. McReynolds, 
who had charged with him into the gates of Mexico! McReynolds 
came on from Michigan and was selected as the Colonel; and the 
First Cavalry, at a camp named by Colonel McReynolds for Phil. 
—“Camp Kearny”,—lay alongside of “Kearny’s First New Jersey 
Brigade” at Alexandria, 1861 to 1862; and a detachment from the 
Lincoln Horse joined to ‘“Kearny’s N. J. Brigade” under Philip 
Kearny; fought the first battle,—the only battle,—in the advance of 
McClellan’s Army in pursuit of General Johnston after his evacua- 
tion of Centreville! And was principally responsible,—McReynolds 
and Kearny holding military hands,—for driving the enemy away 
from Washington. 

After weeks of waiting at the door of the New York Executive, 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


jostled by political intriguers, Phil. turned away in perfect disgust, 
since he would not be able with one arm to serve as a private and 
accident placed a New Jersey friend in possession of the fact that 
Phil. was in America. The noble First New Jersey Brigade of three 
year troops were then gathering for the field from which so few of 
them returned,—1388 men formed the total roster. “It was evident 
at a glance that all such men needed was a leader who could appre- 
hend their merit.” Immediately this friend hastened to urge Phil.’s 
appointment to the command and it was a matter of much more diffi- 
culty than he had imagined. It took three months to accomplish it. 

After the first battle of Bull Run when the Union troops ran away 
from the charging rebel bull Lincoln, who had by this time recognized 
Kearny as the Dragoon Officer whom, he had assisted in Illinois, 
“determined” to pay no more attention to the suggestions of any one 
in Phil.’s regard but to rely upon his own sound judgment; and he 
was convinced of Major Kearny’s fitness. So on the 25th of July 
1861 Phil.’s commission was issued, dated to take effect from May 
17th as Brigadier General, which placed Kearny “‘t2th on the original 
list of officers of this grade ;” and assigned him to command the First 
New Jersey Brigade in Franklin’s Division of the Army of the 
Potomac. Within 24 hours after receiving notice of his appointment 
Kearny was with his troops near Alexandria! 

Colonel McReynolds, one of the real noblemen of his era, could never 
erase Kearny from the tablet of his memory or from the gratitude 
of his heart; and by sheer accident within a short time he had an 
opportunity to serve. A committee of gentlemen from New Jersey 
of whom Governor Olden was one, was sent to Washington for the 
purpose of securing the appointment of General Kearny to command 
the New Jersey troops. “I was then in the Capital and was invited 
by these gentlemen to accompany them and state to the President 
what I knew of Major Kearny’s military qualifications and I had 
the pleasure of hearing the President grant their request,”—while in 
the distance rumbled—and called to Kearny—the roar of rebel 
artillery: The Civil War, the logical sequence of the Mexican is on! 


[171 ] 













































: ; nf toi, 
i, an A 


NWA q1THT IA 


jeugelb sositeq af yswe borrwt lid, ow 5 
bits sinving & as vise of rir eno dtiw wile od South 
taf? tos? sili lo moizzoreog ni broitt veers]. wal 1 bes 
ir ebaviv veel we vant sidon sfT soi 
wot oe rotriy 3071 bison ari? 201 pris dies nord 19 eC 
+5 sev il” asteot Istod elt bene mam Bie rb om 
ts blnod orfw isbes! s enw beboon norm done ils ject oF 
iF + oF bowstesr] besirt eirl ib aac orm «y " sive riod 
hb stom um to tefism & esw th & baste ; oc} ot rt 
2 deters nem souls soot sl i igor bad on ¢ 


ae 


-4 


1g sey eqoot? neinU ot asdw nud Nod 109 inisd jan 
it vd beri orlw ctloontt ths den te 
bereiees bad sd mrodw woimtO  nooger™ alba 
is to Heseanue os oF nolimeits g10m On yaq ol “boa 


| Drs j loomy noe swo eit sogr yx a ud bt — 
int to Ait oft mo o2 .22emMA e'yvnwss x0jeM. to, bee 

Mon Ho der ot betah boned enw noizeimmno> 8l Ji 
ojto oft so dte1™ yertss 21 besalq sisi Jeronss) roibey 
brrasnrne jit berrgiees baa “ abate 5 sis lo e799) ~affto 
tA oli joieiviG ‘‘niblast >a pete yout 9 
| to soliton eaivisoe1 tsts needa e aitiW. 
lanibnaxslA i298 eqooTs eisl adtiw 5 rr 

ittnd sv 2h Jo nonmsidon Leet ort to sno eblanysAoM ee sn0 
is one ; io teldas ocd mort. ¥ 59 


bent sti Sr le s nirtiw amebioas t99re vd boa (7aee 
» 7 wimimnos A ave of “int 


1 Faw rabiO feet 
— a 


) PILLS A 167 w) to Irerminioaggs 907 arrose 
zew bas istiqs) ors ni nord enw. 1”) .2q007, teat 
. . el¢ ? Ww Va k . 

is trot? Yregrhosos 0} MM noeoiagy 


m eymie9A 70} Me io WwW 1 
 robizetd od? yairesd do Wee 


, 7: { ‘ : gp] e—bok \epseey 92m 
: Tt % ' ‘ir iz 4sV j livid af 3 
ie 


CHAPTER IX 
THE CIVIL WAR; ALEXANDRIA 
“KEARNY’S NEW JERSEY BRIGADE” 
THE OCCUPATION OF MANASSAS 


As Put. saw his great friends of the Old Army slink away for the 
South, leaving for the use of the North men whose lustre, Profes- 
sional and Social, dimmed as they passed by, the real significance of 
his Arm lost in support of his uncle’s conquest of Nuevo Mejico and 
Alta California, became plain as his nose. Stephen’s Conquest was 
really Lee’s Conquest,—Lee as a Sign,—and the history of Lee’s 
conduct, military, political, and social, originating in the Mexican 
War, dawned as clear as the noon-day! The South combating for 
Slavery in the Territory of the Conquest; the North opposing. Con- 
gressional Repeal in 1854 of a “gentlemen’s agreement”,—really such 
in its higher significance,—the Missouri Compromise; and slavery 
extended over all the Territory for which Lee and the Kearnys had 
fought. Judicial Repeal of the Compromise in the Dred Scott Deci- 
sion, 1856, by the Supreme Court of the United States; Southern 
Democracy’s demand for Repeal by the Executive in Douglas’ dogma 
of “Squatter-Sovereignty”. Then the South’s demand for the execu- 
tion of long-dormant constitutional guarantees in the Yell for the 
Fugitive Slave Law,—strictly enforced. The startling growth of the 
Republican Party with its legend: So Far Shalt Thou Go and No 
Further,—Slavery in the Old States, really in the South only; no 
Slavery in the new States, carved from the Territory of the Conquest. 
The mighty Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858,—the savage clashings 
of two intellectual giants in the breeding time of great issues,— 
defining dangerously on a great public theatre, to a thrilled nation- 
wide audience, the political issues for the Presidential campaign of 
1860: Political: no extension of slavery but protection where estab- 
lished, with its ultimate logical development into “all slave or no 
slave,” or in Lincoln’s famous paragraph: “A house. divided against 
itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure per- 
manently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be 
divided. I do not expect the house to fall; but I do expect it will 
cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other.” 

And then Lincoln advances sublimely on moral grounds upon which 
all men everywhere have common footing: This is the real issue. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


This is the issue that will continue in this country long after these 
poor tongues of Judge Douglas and myself are silent. It is the 
eternal issue between these two principles, Right and Wrong, through- 
out the world! Whether it comes from the mouth of a Sovereign 
who seeks to bestride the people of his nation, or from one race 
of men who seek to enslave another race of men, it is the same 
eternal principle. Then Lincoln elected on a platform, not with the 
moral but with the political issue built into it,—with the slightest 
adumbration of the moral. South Carolina immediately secedes, then 
a new issue: the Federal Union against separate sovereignties and 
Lincoln’s inaugural words: “The destruction of our Federal Union 
hitherto only menaced is now formidably attempted.” Then sud- 
denly military power to preserve the Union, and the Civil War. And 
later on, as a means, but only as a means, to save the Union: The 
Abolition of slavery! Not Abolitionism,—not the “moral issue” of 
Lloyd Garrison and of Lincoln’s debates,—offensive certainly to 
Kearny, never advocated by Lincoln, as the dogma of the Republican 
Party? 

Kearny’s blood boiled with indignation! One night in deep depres- 
sion, glancing, momentarily only, at his stump, his face now no 
longer radiant as Santa Anna saw it on the Mexican ramparts, but 
veiled with scorn for his companions in the Old Army, he thought 
aloud, “That was lost in vain in the Cause of Disunion,’—and with 
a curse for his Uncle and his Conquest he was joyously off for the 
War! Not for or against Slavery—a minor issue—but for the 
United, not the Confederate, States of America! For the Union of 
the Union Club to which he had pledged himself when they gave 
him that “Sword-of-Honor,’—the conditions under which he accepted 
it,—that he would not let it rust in its scabbard when the cause of the 
Union rang to unsheath it! “The Federal Union—it must be Pre- 
served”! from Jackson’s hands which had failed, he took the torch; 
and how he made the thing flame! 

Before Kearny arrived at Alexandria, the First New Jersey 
Brigade had crossed the Long Bridge over the Potomac; and had been 
organized and its officers selected ; and itself incorporated in its proper 
Division of the “Department of the Potomac”. Indeed his brigade 
and a regiment of his division-to-be had won already, each of them, 
the first blue ribbon of the Army of the Potomac, arriving as the 
first organized soldiers at, and occupying the rebel city of Alexandria, 
Virginia. Brevet Major General de Trobriand, the noted Frenchman 
serving in the Army of the Potomac, tells the story: 

1“My paramount object is to save the Union, not to save or destroy slavery’: 
Lincoln to Horace Greeley. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


On the other side of the Potomac the Confederacy was in motion. 
Her skirmishes were seen on the right bank of the Potomac ever in 
sight of the dome of the Capitol. At any moment they could possess 
themselves of Alexandria in front of Washington! It was deter- 
mined to forestall them. On the 24th of May, 1861, Alexandria was 
occupied and put as quickly as possible in a state of defense by a 
brigade from New Jersey,—Kearny’s First New Jersey Brigade,— 
“and one regiment from Michigan and a regiment of New York 
troops.” 

Then came the Battle of Bull Run,—the first Bull Run,—on July 
21st and the brigade brought up to stay the rout passes through the 
panic-stricken troops flowing torrentially from the field; stands 
staunchly till all have fled; and withdraws in order to its encamp- 
ment ! 

On August 4th at Dress Parade General Order No. 4 was read. 
This historic document formally formed the “First New Jersey 
Brigade” ; and at the parade it was announced that ‘‘Brigadier General 
Philip Kearny had been appointed to the command on July 25th”; 
his commission to date from May 12th, 1861. 

Later on the 25th of August, after Phil. had assumed command, 
the army was reorganized under the chief command of Major General 
George B. McClellan, and the First New Jersey Brigade was included 
in General W. B. Franklin’s Division. 

Kearny now did a characteristic thing. Before assuming com- 
mand he went directly to the Theological Seminary near Alexandria; 
leased all the buildings and extensive grounds; including the Chapel, 
and the Bishop’s House in which he set up his own Headquarters,— 
and the Students’ Building as a Brigade Hospital, with Doctor Cox 
in command. Then he summoned his brigade! And the scene of 
the first contact was well nigh ridiculous—but it was Kearny and it 
was his then Brigade of which ultimately Stonewall Jackson said, 
“Give me a Division of such men as Kearny’s Brigade and I will 
take Washington in a day.” But let a member of the Brigade who 
was on the spot tell the story: Besides the scene was a sample of 
the processes in the formation of the citizen-army: 

On August 7th the brigade moved to a new camp at Fairfax 
Seminary. It was on this march that the men made the acquaintance 
of its new commander, and the General first saw his “Pets”. The 
men straggled along any way! Some on one side of the road; some 
on the other, singly or in squads; muskets carried as most con- 
venient, some of them decorated with various delicacies, pears, 
sausages, cabbages and apples! 

A peach orchard in full bearing surrounded the General’s Head- 
quarters and was a source of delight to the soldiers; which they 


[ 174 ] 
























































Pa Bre | Nek PSs Ware? 
\ My a Ni i ar Nh 
MAAS 41H JAA AEH 10m Slt 
raat aa oD ere Cm be 
orton mt aayr warshaiaod oils oamoio% ond don , dio oft 0. 
i 15v9 oeirote,l on? To aasd tdgiz old mo mose ry deine wk 
sz20g bluoo york) Joonor yas 2A loriqad or? to snob: ocd Ic a 
job esw tl ‘aotgnirles WV le tnor? mi.sitbasxslA Yo savin rod? 
w siibrexelA 1081 welt to dips od? oO ..crodd Metemot of back 
b to omg ¢ ni oldiaaog es.yblonp. 2s tue bas. boig 920), 
) HL eves A—,yeero] wo, mond sbagi rd 
soya. pron]. Seesmerga’ ong baa ‘ik 
“ 2q007! bi 


i 


7 


afi—omsl toi Hs orf omso. nodT.. ua 

Ht 453 mm Idguoid sbegrid: ort, bas sre. 9 

isiinatt0 niwoh eqoott setvinte-simeg:, 

ab tO britiy bas ; bei sved ie Up -vidonpetis at 

| ir 

Istana. sbereT eas] te dip teuguA nO 

; | mt vilennot taomamab aixomid cid 

=) 9H! a” 4 Inonas esw tt sbstag oid 1a bas ,“sbegi 1 

no brastanmo dd3 of Bbointogas ased bad Saal qilidd* ~ 

tar wer yeM mor xieb of noleeimmaa.s itt > 

) L ts‘i lie .teuseA io digs sd? no Mis a 

mo t0isht to bina toils ols tober Sra ‘Tt enw carts of, 

anti sbagnd ysers| wot ter 3 : nsllsloM, . sgt 

noizivi e'nibinerd A.W lersneed ab 

noo uiimuees stoled yin saiesinale s bib woa ymasa ) | 

. fs a yvioniote2 fextaolosdT ost of yitoettb Jnsw on a , 

i) 4 ‘ OMHOT? | ») bans eunubluod deve ils peanel at 

Oren wre (L domiw os 34t ET 2 gore od bre ia 

$7) ‘cn int sr1di s es gorbiind en sabes? ols bas |) 

: come of noll based of ie y 

rain fisvwry 2zekw tosiaos serit sit 

TO $DE3 id wont aint caw 4 

novi, gs Ket svid® ©) 

5 i notonides W some # 

+ Hist tore ails no esw a 

I | orl} mt eszennoig odt er * 

sr . m sobs ot diy deoguA nO eee 

| ; ram ott deci dowmen ett no .esw a1 VIsniawe i 

>. iw 727 “e:) ect bra solnesmmos won et ae 

102 :beor orlt bo sabia oa noc tysw yee gnols Dslgosiie asm 
> teor es berned etolann .zbeaupe ab 10, yigaiar seme ott a 

2180 .2ciogoiish euoiney «isiw bolsrogah mrots lo smoaz  Insie a 

eee teclags bas esyaeddsa, ,2ogee 

-bacH e'isvens) oft bebiworme pninsed Mu) ni inedav0 domoq A ) 

yors doitw ,ewibloe od of yi yd lo somwo02 6 ala bess eIStTeUuD. 


ih ane | 
- 4 i > ae 
" iy 


hy | 
y y 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


immediately occupied, pulling the fruit from the trees. It was then 
that General Kearny appeared on the piazza of the Bishop’s House 


and saw a portion of the Brigade for the first time in peach trees! 


' And it was the occasion of one of the most picturesque outbreaks 
_ from the General which the men ever recalled with delight. The 
- men did not know who he was; for he was dressed very much like 
- an old farmer with nothing about him that the men could see to 
- indicate his rank and authority. 


Seeing a young officer walking alone with his sheathed sword 
grasped by the point of the scabbard, General Kearny fairly glared 


- at him and demanded, “Who the Hell are you”? The answer given 


- in innocent deliberation: “I am Lieutenant ———— of the 





regiment, and may I ask you who you are’? ‘This was like oil on 
fire and the return answer in tones indicating almost desperate fury 
as if shot out of a gun, “I am General Kearny commanding this 
brigade of !!!!!". The lieutenant, not in the least disturbed, said: 
“General Kearny, I am glad to meet you, and I wish to introduce 


- you to the commissioned officers of the First New Jersey Brigade!” 


The General looked at the lieutenant as if his eyes would pierce 


| him through! He said in a very loud tone: “Lieutenant, you and 


ee ee a ne 


Lr 


the commissioned officers go to your quarters and consider your- 
selves under arrest.” The officers took this as insult; and called a 
meeting of all the commissioned officers. A note was sent to the 
General demanding an interview at once. This was granted and 
having proceeded in a body to Brigade Headquarters they were 
most courteously received by the General who acknowledged his 
error; and wishing to make amends, invited them all to dine with 
him. This they did, and before they were through a thorough 
understanding was established between them. Under such singular 
circumstances a life,—and death,—long devotion was established ! 
Reaching the camping ground the Brigade found material and 
formulae prepared for their instruction. Every kind of Literature 
covering the life of a Soldier; and no time was lost in instituting 
drills, always twice, sometimes three times a day. Then there was 
attendance at lectures given by noted soldiers; daily inspection of 
quarters; and the installation of sanitary devices; and eniorcement 
of a very strict routine insuring cleanliness alike of person and 
living quarters, and “above all the silent teaching of the empty sleeve 
of the victor of many wars’! vt 
Fairfax Seminary and its grounds in which Kearny had housed 
his Headquarters, his Brigade and its activities, was an Episcopal 
Institution of considerable reputation,? built, it was said, ‘with good 


2 Phillips Brooks and many other illustrious Levites received their education at 
the Seminary. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


loyal New York funds which Kearny put to good usage.” About 
and near it the Brigade was encamped on its extensive grounds. 

Kearny’s military home was an elegant mansion, unequalled for 
situation, formerly the residence of the Sessionist Bishop. Phil. paid 
for the Seminary and for all the accommodations Fifty Dollars per 
month, of course, out of his own purse. The main building was 
flanked by the Brigade Chapel which was in a separate building over 
the Professors’ House. 

Kearny had some difficulty—in fact it took him nearly three 
weeks; although he immediately began using it,—in persuading 
Doctor Charles F. Tripler, Chief Medical Officer of the Army, to 
Jet him establish a “Brigade Hospital”; for the Army. Regulations 
recognized only regimental and general hospitals. However, Brigade 
Surgeon Suckley organized a hospital for Kearny’s Brigade at Alex- 
andria; and Kearny supplied the funds “which were not provided 
by the general appropriations for attendants.” 

Kearny’s Brigade was actually in advance of the outposts of the 
Army, “three miles south of the extremity of the rebel line.” Gen- 
eral Joseph E. Johnston—the rebel in chief command—had his Head- 
quarters at Centreville; but his advance posts occupied positions 
from which not only the spires of the Capital but the dome of the 
Capitol were visible; and Arlington Heights was actually within 
cannon-shot of Joe’s outposts. One of the positions held by the 
rebels was on Munson Hill, not more than six miles northwest of 
Alexandria; and Kearny was urged to withdraw from the position 
he had assumed as “too dangerous to be maintained.” 

Nevertheless Kearny and his Brigade didn’t budge! And it was 
always said among his men “that his Brigade was made in the pres- 
ence of the enemy;” and in a confidential letter which was used 
later on after Kearny was dead as a political document, Phil. wrote: 
“Do they forget that I on the heels of Bull Run faced the enemy 
with a Jersey Brigade in advance of all the others against McClellan’s 
protest nearly forcing me back to the Seminary”! But at any 
rate it was Phil.’s idea which he maintained and the Brigade appre- 
ciated it; and in the Brigade’s chronicles it was written “that while 
thus promoting the efficiency of the Brigade he kept them all alive 
to the fact that they were soon to fight! General McClellan had 
given orders to withdraw Kearny’s outpost to a new line near Wash- 
ington, but General Kearny expostulated successfully and kept his 
troops constantly on their watch. They were the vanguard of the 
Army! His object was to germinate military vigilance.” 

On September 29th the first important demonstration which had 
been made since Bull Run was made by Phil.’s Brigade in the nature 
of a reconnoissance in force, the troops consisting of the First 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Brigade, Hexamer’s Battery and a Company of Colonel Young’s 
Kentucky Cavalry. The object of the movement was to ascertain 


the character of the enemy’s works on Munson’s Hill some distance 


from our line which the enemy was supposed to be strongly fortify- 
ing. It was eminently successful. “General Kearny obtained the pre- 
cise information he wanted and information which proved to be of 
the greatest value, and a guide in future operations.” 

On October 15th a detachment of the First Regiment fell in with 
the enemy cavalry and after a brisk skirmish “in which they emptied 
a number of saddles” retired with the loss of three or four killed. 
For the rest: fill in the picture with this thing recurring frequently,— 
two other reconnoissances in force and innumerable skirmishes. 

Pictures of Kearny—pictures of his Brigade—were taken by vari- 
ous persons during this period. How did the Brigade, how did 
“Phil.” Kearny, really strike the crowd that were around him, pri- 
vate and Master Soldier! Perhaps the most alluring of both,—cer- 
tainly the most penetrating,—was the scene drawn by “General 
Custer of the Massacre” whose first assignment in the Army after 
graduating from West Point was as aide to Philip Kearny; and a 
most singular association binds Phil. and Custer’s story in the annals 
of America. For next to Custer’s Massacre at the Little Big Horn, 
the Massacre at Fort Phil. Kearny,—far more savagely terrible 
in its details and in its Frontier conditions,—is the most dreadful in 
Indian warfare; not a man of Colonel Fetterman’s cavalry command 
survived the field and all terribly “butchered and mutilated.”* But 
let’s hear Custer’s story; it is a splendid character study and as we go 
on we can shade the picture which is too highly colored in certain 
features. 


A MASTER SOLDIER LOOKS AT HIS PEER 


While I was at Alexandria Seminary General Philip Kearny 
arrived and assumed command of the troops afterwards distinguished 
as the Jersey Brigade; and I was detailed as Kearny’s aide de camp,— 
the first Staff Officer detailed to Kearny. 

Phil. Kearny was a very peculiar officer. He had enjoyed rare 
and unusual opportunity for perfecting his knowledge and experi- 
ence in all matters relating to the Military Profession. He served 
in Africa and made a charge of cavalry in Mexico characterized by 
its great boldness. Possessed of vast wealth, he spent several years 
abroad and won the marked commendation of the French military 
captains. He at once formed his Brigade and began devoting him- 
self to the discipline and organization of that splendid body of men 


83 And Custer fell within eighty miles of Fort Phil. Kearny. 
| [177 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


afterwards destined to become so famous as “Kearny’s New Jersey 
Brigade’. 

Of the many officers of high rank with whom I have served, 
Kearny was the strictest disciplinarian. His severest discipline was 
usually visited upon the high officers, the colonels and field officers, 
rather than upon the enlisted man. Once aroused by some departure 
from the established regulations, and the unfortunate victim became 
the object and recipient of such a torrent of violent invective, such 
varied and expressive epithets, that the limit of language seemed 
for once to have been reached. Kearny was a man of violent pas- 
sions, quick and determined impulses, haughty demeanor, largely 
the result of his military training in life. Brave as the Bravest of 
men can be! Possessed of unusually great activity, both mental and 
physical; patriotic as well as ambitious; impatient under delay, ex- 
tremely sensitive under the claims of his command as well as his 
own; distrustful of all who differed with him, capable as a leader 
of men and possessed of that necessary attribute which endeared 
him to his followers: and despite his severity he presented a com- 
bination which is rarely encountered. Whether it was to attack a 
picket post or the strongest of the enemy’s breast-works, Kearny 
was always to be found where the danger was greatest. “Brave in 
battle, imperious in command, no one could wear a more courtly 
manner than Kearny unless he willed to do otherwise!” And Cus- 
ter’s biographer in 1934 looks back upon Phil. and Custer at the 
Seminary : 

Here was a man that might have stepped out of one of the military 
romances a youngster had devoured. Transfigured by the glamor 
of battle in far places, “Phil.” Kearny must have been a demi-God 
to a romantic young lieutenant who quite possibly chose Kearny as 
his ideal of what a soldier should be. 

General Gibbon,—one of the fine, very fine, men and possibly 
the most representative West Pointer—Military and “Social”—in the 


_ Civil War ;—-he turns up so often, always where difficult things 


are doing !—visited Phil. at the Bishop’s House and recalled the visit 
seventy-three years later in his “Recollections of the Civil War.” 
All these pictures brush into the canvas the immense prestige Kearny 
—unlike any other soldier—brought to the Civil War: 

While lying in camp here I called on and saw for the first time 
Major General Philip Kearny, the one-armed hero of the Mexican 
War. He had his Headquarters in one of the rooms of the Theo- 
logical Seminary on the walls of which were hung a number of pic- 
tures of the students, clergymen, etc. Those pictures, I remember, 
were the occasion of remark by General Kearny which sufficiently 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


demonstrated the incongruity between his theological ideas and those 
taught there before he took possession! 

Kearny—Gibbon speaking—without being a handsome man was 
one calculated to attract attention anywhere. He was all soldier! 
But his soldierly bearing was not seen to perfection until mounted on 
his spirited, well-broken horse as he passed in review at the head of 
his troops, “and gracefully dropping his rein from his single hand, 
saluted with his sword.” 4 

A sergeant of Phil.’s Brigade after several weeks’ contact with him 
felt Phil.’s military pulse! 


AN UNKNOWN SOLDIER’S BIOGRAPHY OF 
HIS BOSS 


As regards General Kearny I will try to give you some idea of 
the traits of his character in connection with the command: First he 
is untiring in his efforts to promote the comforts and well-being of 
his men. For instance, I was standing the other day talking to 
Doctor Suckley, Brigade Surgeon, and Kearny’s orderly rode up 
with a package. The Doctor opened it and remarked, taking out 
twenty-five dollars in gold: “This is fifty dollars he has sent me 
for use for luxuries for patients in the hosiptal under my charge”. 
Second, his discipline is of the strictest kind though never anything 
like domineering or arrogance, etc. Third, when we came over the 
Long Bridge the officers cared little, and of course the men cared 
less, about doing things by system. Now no person would believe 
that they were the same body of troops! Perfect order about every- 
thing; men look neater; a complete revolution in everything apper- 
taining to the Brigade. Fourth, the confidence in his military skill 
is unparalleled in the history of this country! He seems to have 
every little item of military education and of strategy necessary 
to be used in such a campaign as this at his finger ends, etc., etc. 
There is no fear of the result. Our final success is sure. Perhaps 
I may fall before it is attained but if I do, I wish all of my friends 
to know that I fell at my post of duty, trusting in Him who alone 
is able to save from sin! Far more important, Mr. Sergeant,—at 
the moment—to be saved from the enemy, under Phil. Kearny, com- 
missioned by him,—perhaps ! 

And now General George Gordon Meade, Commander-in-Chief 
at Gettysburg, writes to his wife, on March 28th, 1862: I think I 
wrote you that on Tuesday we had a grand review for the benefit 
of Lord Lyons, the British Minister, and some English officers. I 


# Sir William Russell, London Times correspondent, describes this very scene. 


See infra. 
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was quite satisfied with the appearance of our Pennsylvania raga- 
muffins and feel that they are fully equal to any others; though in 
some few instances, like Phil. Kearny’s Brigade, who has spent a 
mint of money on the uniforms, they were in rather better order. 

But let’s stop staring at Phil. and his Jersey Boys in Blue; we 
now know him well enough,—also his Brigade,—by sight to recog- 
nize him again, certainly as Soldier; and let’s walk into Kearny’s 
Chapel where very unbecoming scenes are enacting,—also one of 
the most extraordinary minor political episodes, perhaps as singular 
as any as a Symbol, in the Civil War; an epitome of the fierce intra- 
mural “Civil War’’,®> the Union or Human Slavery the paramount 
issue? A Civil war, the “North” against the “South”, in the North! 
Which resulted in the wrecking of the building of the New York 
Daily Tribune, draft riots and the like, and a Personal Journalism 
between the Herald and the Tribune, James Gordon Bennett against 
Horace Greeley, which however unamusing at the time, now reads 
as a Hearty Laugh in the literature of the period,—also resulted in 
the pro-Southern outfit, selecting McClellan for the Presidency 
against his Commander-in-Chief, Mr. Lincoln. 

In Phil.’s Brigade enlistment in the forces opposed to each other 
was evenly divided: but not so with Phil. “Snakes, rebels and 
abolitionists,” Phil. equally loathed,—at least the press so reported 
after the Hutchinson episode! 

The Hutchinsons, a family of noted singers, had won a nation- 
wide and fine reputation for their songs; had visited nearly all the 
large cities of the country, singing publicly before most fashionable 
audiences and privately in the great homes of the principal citizens 
of the cities they visited professionally. 

Their entertainment was varied, but in New England, the home of 
Whittier, of William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips, whence 
they hailed, the feeling ran high in favor of Abolition, and catching 
color from home environment the drift of the character of their en- 
tertainment was strongly tinged with Abolition, and if one political 
thing more than another political thing,—politics in every form was 
loathful to him,—irked Phil. Kearny it was “Abolitionism,’-—the pro- 
fessional paid agitators,—and singularly the brand sold under the 
Hutchinson New England trade mark. Knowing his strong anti- 
slavery predilections, the leader of the Hutchinson Singers had vis- 
ited the Poet Whittier, and in their most sympathetic talk Whittier 
remarked of one of his Abolition verses, “J don’t think there is any 
‘sing’ in it”! | 

Whittier was wrong. Hutchinson set it to a fascinating musical 


5 Professor Myers of Princeton University gives a different version. Nowhere 
else has the Hutchinson rhyme been given. 
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movement—singularly catching—and the song soon jingled on the 
tongues of the Abolitionists——and others—all over the country! 

The Hutchinsons now came to Washington; sang before the Presi- 
dent at the White House; visited Mr. Chase and Mr. Stanton; and 
obtained from Mr. Stanton, Secretary of War, a pass to sing “across 
the Potomac”. It was at this juncture that the musicians ran afoul of 
General Kearny. The Chaplain of his Brigade who had met the 
Hutchinsons at the White House, invited them to sing in Phil.’s 
Chapel. Of course, Phil. knew nothing about it, and perhaps the 
Chaplain acted innocently. Again he might not have! 

The entertainment was excellent; another one of the series of 
splendid recreational affairs arranged to “get rid of the military”, as 
Kearny expressed it in his own case when he used to trail off to 
Washington and dine with old friends—and others—in the Capital. 

Suddenly the “singless song” of Whittier resounded thrillingly 
through the Chapel! Equally suddenly sped like a bullet towards the 
stage the hiss of Doctor Oakley to whom it was a Union not an 
Abolitionist War. The lie was passed between the surgeon and 
Colonel Hatfield—only men of Kearny’s Brigade were in the Chapel. 
Doctor Oakley made a remark; also a move of the johnny-get-your- 
gun sort; and angrily left the hall. The meeting broke up in wild 
excitement! 

As soon as General Kearny heard of the affair, he sent for a copy 
of the song; and when shown to him, he condemned the thing in 
language,—well, what’s the use of talking about it; make up your 
own language, but make it strong! He immediately sent notice of 
the occurrence to General Franklin and telegraphed General McClel- 
lan. Such a thing was not to happen around him any longer! The 
reply came back immediately revoking the Hutchinson pass and 
ordering them out of the lines of the army in the future,—Stanton 
or anybody else notwithstanding! Doctor Oakley whom Kearny 
greatly loved—who knew how to know Kearny; sometimes a diffi- 
cult task !—whose account we have been following principally, later 
wrote of this occasion its concluding chapter: “General Kearny very 
properly placed me and Colonel Hatfield under arrest, but I was 
released the next day!’ 

The incident created a furor in the Press. New England teemed 
with indignation. Philip Kearny was an Abolitionist highwayman, 
and was caricatured “selling slaves short on the Black Market” and as 
an “Enemy of Human Freedom.” On the other hand the Sentinel 
of Freedom carried Phil.’s picture with Washington’s and Webster’s 
and the motto, “Liberty and Union Now and Forever, One and In- 
separable’’—a part of Webster’s famous peroration. The Hutchin- 
sons composed a poem holding Kearny up as driving slaves on his 


{ 181 ] 








































YMAAAA did 


ort 0 bslgni, moo2. ginoe of) bas—pel 
yrievos sit 1970 lis—eredio: ‘baa ar ih 
on sti} ssoted pase; nofgides V/ of, acd 40 asa 
bis ;:nones2 14 brs see d) 2M betiziv 3 9au0 eae 
‘ ogia of 22nqs 18°07 to WIRiIsIOOe. Momnsse. ale x 4c 
ie rT eneinizni orf? sacid sutiour} ents 1m 26W iL, ya 
- het odw sbavhG zid to uisiqad Dd oT « sue 
, 's besivat .sawoH . stil W/ ork 
nidior wood JifW sew 
7 nite of nistA. .¥Linsconn, BIRT 
» ta emo <otttors  inalisox anw tonisttoie ; 
to bin 19y” of bogusie etistis Isnotisswer 
s2g2 nwo eid of it. beeestgxe 
} oH? Bi-—O7 | —~abrotrt blo diiw satib on 
ti iio bets 2) 
irra nucest yitidW lo :“yaoe eeslgnie . ont ae 
eowol toliud se oil bege yinsbbue yeupil Hoga 3 


2t 


7 


; & Sv onw o} rebisO : ronol to 22te 
> I ; Pt. i ‘ D392 280 es ow sit a ci eh pi a 
L 


(D oft ci » »beuitl e‘verres2l lo aom yiao—-,bio# 
ovniageverio: ott 10. sv0m ¢ osle ,aasme? s sbettt 
4 : : ? « [> ‘ 

r ted oris tiel ylrgas 

» 

1G! 0 bDIBMw Vr 169.71 Ist ono) 28 100 
' : .* : . are 

vnebnoo od .mid of awode aodw bas ~gaoe 
: *% ." . : wale a'} i an ae 

WOds BU ) Seu a’ jariw “ 

“.¢ pat eidhidae A ; Mid * " 


: , ° a2 ecrrene 
Euno2 sam ‘0d wer 
TU a 


4 7 
oF ' —+— lore 
(ams i ist sb? ong 
“ * Q » oo 
i‘ a Z, ws 7] 
én _ 
fl VOT BiIvporitis 
; 7 | 
» + 
> > Piatt ni . 
: ao , ¥ — 
. ? ite iV? 
: - r | re 
: : side Wt 7 


oer ae 7 sod ovecl ove, trUOI38 _seqalve 
Li mie gales om al 
i jest1as 2 sistisH isaoleJ bas Slat ps 
¥sb hon ot 
' ‘FT on} ni devel +: £922 ieabiz rats 
eveituirl teinoisilodA.os ssw. yard qilid’ r nena 
5 Wy PM soelll scl) ao More 204 -_ gat {i32° * boast ' 


as inis d ‘ATG 
Yaattaes ) bred wiJ0 di aQ ' mobest sacs ‘te 


2 rejedoV/ ios a norgrivian V/ s3iw wees 2 ick hela 
-it.bas 9nO povewl bas wor soin bes yrradil” om 
-aitoowht adT .aonszowq evomst e'sstedaW tos io yeas 
aid no eovele ghivizh 28 qu — minh | 8 Dow 
161 


». - .' 
a . ¢ a 3 
. a ee 
4 4 T © Ag a 
aah Vi; . ‘é > i ae ae) oe ‘ee 
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plantation in the South!—of course, non-existent,—until the singers 
reached a town in New Jersey where they left the Hall in a hurry! 
McClellan, and Franklin too, were equally the targets of the Aboli- 
tionists. The song—one verse—sung only once in New Jersey, prob- 
ably never sung again anywhere, was this: 


“Let us fight for fun of fighting, 
Without thought of ever righting 
Human Wrong. 
Let us bask in Wealth and Fashion, — _ 
While the Black Man stills our Passion 
With his Song.” 


And then a long drawn out “Kearny” interspersed with “McClel- 
lan,’ sometimes “Franklin”. It was great fun; it is questionable 
whether Phil. ever saw anything about it although it filled the news- 
papers. He was certain they would never appear again in his place! 

Years later the leader of the Hutchinson family wrote a book,— 
a very, very long book,—on the Singers. Phil. was dead, dead in 
battle. Abolition had been achieved but not of the Hutchinson brand; 
Lincoln’s brand, a means to an end to save the Union; and he wrote 
most flattering words of Philip Kearny. 

On February 22nd, 1862, occurred an event—the death of his 
idolized little boy “Archie”, so longed for, now just two years old, to 
whose death-bed he was recalled from the front. It cast “a deep 
gloom over this otherwise iron man.” It was even said by one or 
another of a small circle of friends that it appeared as if Phil. did 
not greatly care to live “after the death of lovely little Archie”. Phil.’s 
cousin, Doctor Robert Watts, the attending physician, says that when 
Phil. arrived at Bellegrove ®° from the front and rushed upstairs, his 
affliction had taken such possession of him that “he acted like a 
crazy man”. Phil. seized the Doctor with his “powerful single right 
hand” and actually shook him in the violence of his emotion. ‘You 
must save him!” he cried. “You will save him!” he added with 
despairing entreaty. Then sternly as if the issues of life and death 
were as much in Bob’s hands as the movements of Kearny’s troops 
in Phil.’s hand: “You shall save him”! 

So deep and poignant,—so piercing,—went the dagger that stabbed 
Kearny’s heart that immediately, involuntarily, the thought arises, 
true or false, that a secret significance may hide in the shadow of his 
oft-repeated expression, “I exposed, or was exposed, fearfully in 


6 A long search fails to reveal that Phil. again, or before visited Bellegrove 
or remained overnight anywhere else save in Washington. Old soldiers told Mr. 
Kearny that occasionally they saw Mrs. Kearny on the Peninsula. 
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the battle’! But: Hush! How dare anyone attempt to sound the 
depths of the ocean of Phil.’s sorrow “with the, measuring rod of a 
merely literary criticism’! Even his letters must be read in mental 
silence. 

But now the scene changes. Phil.’s battle days are approaching and 
an act about to be played which will serve as Precedent and Sign. 
In Kearny’s military career the occupation by him of Manassas bulks 
large; it was always a Witness against McClellan. It was always a 
Lost Cause of the Army of the Potomac! It was also illustrative of 
the profound defect in McClellan’s military and moral character; 
repeated at Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Gaines’ Mill and 
irrevocably at Malvern Hill. It wrecked the Peninsula Campaign 
and Pope’s campaign at Second Bull Run; and in very truth post- 
poned Appomattox for three years. 

But before proceeding to the fray, let’s read a little in the pages 
of George Boker,—some of whose stanzas are classical American 
literature; particularly his Dirge to a Soldier; Philip Kearny,—but 
this time he is privately laughing at George McClellan! He sum- 
marizes in poetry what Phil. thought in prose, and the Nation was 
beginning to think in newspapers and everywhere else where any 
thinking man thinks aloud! This was privately printed in January 
1862 and is delicious: 


TARDY GEORGE 


What are you waiting for, George, I pray, 
To scour your cross belts with fresh pipe clay? 
To burnish your butions, to brighten your guns, 
Or wait you for May-day and warm Spring suns? 
Are you blowing your fingers because they are cold? 
Or catching your breath ere you take ahold? 
~ Is the mud knee deep in valley and gorge? 
What are you waiting for, Tardy George? 


Are you waiting for your hand to turn? 
Your heart soften, your bowels to yearn? 

A little more southward towards ‘our southern friends’ 
As at home and abroad they work their ends? 

‘Our southern friends’ whom you hold so dear, 
That you do no harm and give no fear, 

As you tenderly take them by the gorge, 
What are you waiting for, Tardy George? 


On the 6th of March, 1862, rumors were rife in Kearny’s far- 
advanced position that the rebels were making a movement of some 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


kind which as everits proved was revolutionary, the evacuation of 
Manassas! And on reports from negroes and natives, General Kearny 
with characteristic promptness moved his camp early on March 7th 
to Burke’s Station, on the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, about 
fourteen miles distant. Scouts were sent out and very soon reported 
that the enemy’s trains were moving continuously. The Brigade ar- 
rived at Burke’s about ten o’clock on the morning of March 8th, 
after a long and wearisome march through a very dark night; and 
General Kearny ordered a further advance about daylight, upon the 
arrival of the Fourth Regiment of his Brigade at that hour, which 
had acted as guard for Phil.’s baggage train. 

The Brigade moved towards Fairfax Station about four miles 
further up the railroad, which being occupied, Phil. ordered a further 
advance ;—-a most dangerous thing it has been said unless a soldier 
knows his military business, to push a small column far in advance 
of the main body—and the Third Regiment reached Sangster’s Station 
approaching Manassas on the ninth. 

Here the first resistance to our advance from the enemy was of- 
fered. A detachment of the First New York Cavalry, twenty men 
under Lieutenant Hidden, was with the Third Regiment. Colonel 
Tzylor ordered Lieutenant Hidden forward to reconnoitre the ground 
and instructed him to charge the rebels if Lieutenant Hidden found 
the enemy’s pickets were not greatly superior to his own force. These 
instructions were followed out, and the enemy was scattered by a 
brilliant cavalry charge, losing thirteen men as prisoners including 
Lieutenant Stewart, a West Point graduate who had recently joined 
the Confederates. 

In this brilliant charge the noble Hidden was killed while gallantly 
leading his men, and on this occasion Phil. wrote a letter to Lieutenant 
Hidden’s mother of rare beauty; let’s read it later. 

Next day, March toth, Lieutenant Colonel McAllister of the First 
Brigade received orders to send a small detachment in advance; and 
Lieutenant Tantum was detached for this duty. Kearny is moving 
forward with extreme caution; his position is perilous! Tantum 
with fourteen men of Company B, First Brigade, marched to Cen- 
terville and reported at once to the captain of his regiment, Captain 
Van Sickell, that he had occupied the place at 10:30 in the morning. 

Thus Kearny and his First New Jersey Brigade of Volunteers— 
far in advance of any portion of the Army—had the honor of being 
the first to occupy the battlefield of the first Bull Run as they were 
the last to leave the field of that battle! 

Meanwhile an event of the utmost importance occurred which 
caused McClellan to change—revolutionized—his plans! On the gth 
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at sunrise 7 Kearny sends back a courier with notice to Headquarters 
that the enemy was evacuating Manassas! This startling message 
reached the White House while McClellan and the President were in 
conference. The Urbana,—really the Peninsula campaign—deter- 
mined on—was put in operation through that conference. Then 
Lincoln and McClellan read Kearny’s despatches. This revolution- 
ary news, wholly unexpected, destroyed the raison d’étre of the Pen- 
insula Plan! Made Abe’s and Phil.’s Overland Plan imperative! 
McClellan acts accordingly! How came about this sudden and—as 
it proved—panic-stricken evacuation by General Johnston? 

The Lincoln Horse, Phil.’s former command, Colonel McReynolds, 
Phil.’s designee to the colonelcy, now commanding, who saw eye to 
eye with Kearny, had for some time, under Kearny’s orders, covered 
the “entire country” from near the Occoquam River to the line of the 
Little River Turnpike, “acting with boldness and address and evincing 
an alacrity to attack” which led to General Johnston’s closing his 
decision to abandon the rebel stronghold, now in his possession eight 
months; and suddenly and precipitously and “in panic’ to retreat to 
the Rappahannock! Kearny as we know immediately pursues; en- 
gages the rebels; defeats them at Sangster’s Station and occupies 
Manassas and Centerville. This opened up the golden opportunity 
for McClellan to follow Kearny through the gates of Manassas now 
opened by Kearny,—as at Mexico City,—to pursue Johnston and to 
compel Johnston to fight as Kearny had compelled him to fight at 
Sangster’s Station—and as in two months’ time Generals Hooker and 
Kearny will compel the same retreating Johnston to fight at Wil- 
liamsburg, and where McClellan will again fail to follow through. 
Then when the army had reached and beaten Johnston to proceed 
with its force of 150,000 men against the entire rebel army of less 
than a third of that number, to the capture of the Confederate capital. 
But imagine “Tardy George” doing any such thing! Yet the mar- 
velous thing is that Kearny’s military action in occupying Manassas 
tempted McClellan to do so. And we will soon find him ordering his 
whole army forward in pursuit; and incidentally suppressing Kearny’s 
report of Kearny’s fight at Sangster’s Station and Kearny’s occupa- 
tion of Manassas which wrought so momentous a change in Mc- 
Clellan’s plan. “Dirty work!” 

Kearny, too, felt and wrote that this cavalry action at Sangster’s 
Station, illustrated in the brilliant charge and sacrifice of Lieutenant 
Hidden, a restoration of the cavalry arm of the army to its ancient 


7 Col. Simpson’s report to General Kearny, March 16th, who examined at that 
hour the natives from Manassas, and Kearny’s report in his own hand dated 
Sangster’s Station 2 P.M. See “Kearny in Africa” by de Peyster. 


[ 185 ] 














ia Fr 
' 


:- bein i oe 
Ae panes 


YUASA TITAS, SARS 


e1stise ebaski of s2itoc sdtiw 1911909, tities : 
agsezom gnilnste eT. leazennell, wi 
ni srow, Snsbieatd od bag. aallolalf rrepaae ati 
-sisbh—orgiogmsd sivenins lL, sds tise, nad. ofT: 
neadT ,sonmewimo>. jack? Aeuorrs nouswge wi twq es 
-noimiors: aitll .aendotagesb 2 yas a bso aslisk)o¥ fb 
add to wi ® eon on beyottzsl ) ,bstosqatonu vilods 
9 bashovO 2idd -baee'sdA shal 
rebk wi? juods oma woll. lylgmthrodos 
. | letseedd yd moijeuosve ‘maolorie-ol 


ae ee oy 
sf fone .bostamos we} elidd 210K, aloo 


bal » OY ee 
a : bi 


sd ‘ 






































‘ wr, 
54 ie ) 


ge © IS(MIMOD ¥OL pt aden sh} i? os 9913 Of 
a , ss “ - y 
boiavea 213 Tiel isbmy .sriit-oimee 102 bed .yaisew 


ol) tos it at tev maxvpooO ait te9n mol “yiasees 
giionive bos aembhe bos agsablod dtiw gnites™ liqnwT ase 
oy b Morey >| gions) 0} bol oulw “Acaiis. of # . 
bid momanazee ei! ni won .bladgcowe-ledar sris: sonenile 
ot jastist 03 “sinsg ai” Das ylavotigioow bas yinebbwae® 
19 ;2suewq yistabesomi word ow es yatse/L !sboanmds 
igusog bag aoitate a‘isdeuase ta molt giastob ; elodgn 
imuttogao moblog wit qu beneqo eniT  .siltvistas) Dbeaeee 
on eszzenslé 216g st douoid: yore wollo? of. ihe D ot 

+ bua aotendol suzn i— vii) ooimeM 38 as a—, Cree A id y 

ts idem of n fsqraa> bed yause2l es idan at mote iol & 
- 3 ° - ° . , ry ie 
bE somi ‘arlinom ow nt 2s. bas—nonsie 29 
fol ygritsoitst ome sz loqgmod. Itiw a 
wollo list mags Iliw nalisilol. stedw biaJ gud 


y 


» Bares j ‘. 7 alt ley ¢ 

: tbe 8 8 8 7¢ DSRIBOT bei M16 oy a j 

; yes 
re , ea oft tamigas mort .000,08! to sorok adi 


; i? to swids2 sd} of .;9demun ter it to. Duk i 7 / 

| is gniob “sgresD ybisT™ sak oe nh 

eszesnel/ gniya t moos yistilicn. 2 yarsol, tarld et giels 2 | 
nebio maid but nooe Iliw sw baA 0a obo! ‘nals bs 

A snsbioni bre ;tinzwd ai brew10l yar 

i200. a yerIG9s witsi2. erteagase te wigit. ‘yorso Ae 
Di%, Mi SOILS J mom oO2 id guotw noulw emesnahl. 
' “tohow youd" hae 

. tg cottes yilaveo eid: isd? storw bas. tel oof 4) 

tearaustt jo soilinase bas ogisdo tnaillind ot gi beiga Bo 
 tasions eti of veers ad? to oe yilevso oslt.to uoits? S291 


+ 


= 
- 
, 
“ 
= 


Oe, 4° 

tad? Se honinsxs odw sU0r tisM .yotesd leraH90 of noqst a 
stab wok aro eit ni trogen e‘yniseA bes jeeeeeneht soe 
1acst ob yd “aainiA nt yee” oat’: 
ee oe Wy a 

; ee 


9 
ar Pra 


‘ % ae : ras 
& an 


sos 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


great glory which Kearny’s Dragoons at Fort Leavenworth had en- 
joyed, and “which so far in the Civil War had been so deficient’. 

Lieutenant Hidden’s cavalry charge was written of by Phil. as 
“unparalleled for brilliancy and broke and annihilated the enemy, 
capturing a rebel West Pointer just matriculated.” Kearny was 
greatly grieved at young Lieutenant Hidden’s death and his grief was 
not assuaged by considerations of its military significance. Phil. felt 
too,—and bitterly—McClellan’s hiding from the national gaze, by 
the suppression of Kearny’s report, the charge and sublime death of 
Lieutenant Hidden; and cries aloud that a grave wrong had been 
done the noble dead and to Mrs. Hidden and so he wrote her the 
following letter: 


Headquarters, New Jersey Brigade, 
Camp Seminary, March 2oth, 1861. 


Dear Madam: A sad duty makes me intrude on the hallowed nature 
of your sorrow. Whilst you lament the son; as commander and 
present where he proved a hero, I ask to sympathize with you in his 
glory. As far as citizen-soldier he belonged to his country, I have 
done him justice in my report of the engagement. His brilliant 
victory and daring courage have been made history! But here, Ma- 
dam, my hopes of consolation for you end. With whatever fortitude 
you may alleviate your sorrow, for you as mother there can be 
no diminishing, by his public glory, the anguish of the parent. As 
for the comrades in arms of that son, in my own name and for 
them all, I beg to assure you of our sympathies. 

P, Kearny, Brigadier General.® 


“But something too much of this!” McClellan—the nation at last 
rejoicing !—now orders the entire army to advance in pursuit. 
Kearny meets McClellan proceeding towards Centreville from which 
Kearny is advancing after occupying it, which he had done without 
any orders from anybody. Then McClellan marches his men back 
to their former encampments to ship his troops to the Peninsula! 
McClellan described his forward movement as a practice march! 

Probably no act of McClellan’s conduct of the war worked against 
Kearny’s military common sense,—against his Common Sense,—as 
McClellan’s adoption of his Peninsula Purpose, after Kearny—as 
Kearny held—had by his appearance ‘of military activity over a wide 
area made it appear as if the whole Federal army was upon the 
rebels’, and had caused a “panic-stricken” abandonment by the Con- 


® This letter and the painting of Hidden’s charge, is in the possession of the 
New York Historical Society. 
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federates of their strongly fortified camp at Manassas,—Kearny’s 
letters.? | 

Kearny’s plan was Lincoln’s ;—to attack the rebels; force a battle 
with overwhelming numbers; beat the enemy and enter Richmond 
from the north, and in the meanwhile and by the same military move- 
ment, protect Washington from assault; and Kearny’s conteimpo- 
raneous judgment as to the feasibility of his plan was supported by 
the actual conditions now revealed by the records of the Confederacy 
and later by the authoritative judgments of Military Historians.’° 

As respects the Confederates, we know now that during the winter 
General Johnston had declared to President Jefferson Davis that his 
position was so insecure that it must be abandoned before an advance 
by McClellan. Davis then summoned Johnston to Richmond in Feb- 
ruary 1862, and at this conference Johnston told Davis that his lines 
at Centreville were untenable should the enemy advance; but no 
purpose to evacuate Manassas was revealed. 

Johnston wrote Davis again setting forth his anxiety about the 
untenableness of his lines should McClellan attack. Then just at the 
time Kearny was reporting to Cortlandt Parker, his lawyer and con- 
fidant, that Kearny was making his reconnoissances as if “the advance 
of the whole army,” Johnston writes to Jefferson Davis,—February 
22d, February 23d and February 25th,—that the enemy were con- 
centrating in his front,—obviously Kearny’s strategy had become 
effective,—and “pushing his reconnoissances very closely and actively 
and that his position might be turned whenever the enemy may choose 
to advance.” 

To this President Davis replied that General Johnston should dis- 
encumber himself of anything that would interfere with a rapid 
movement when and if a retrograde movement became necessary. 
“The government was soon afterwards surprised by learning that 
General Johnston had commenced a hasty retreat without giving no- 
tice of his intention!” 

Davis later wrote of the retreat—himself uninformed of Kearny’s 
movements, for Kearny’s reports about his movements were sup- 
pressed; not in the official records when Davis wrote ;—and Davis’ 
first sentence shows how, thereby, history has been perverted: 

The retreat was without molestation or even demonstration trom 
the enemy; but was conducted with such precipitation as to involve 
a heavy loss of supplies; some valuable artillery was abandoned; a 
large depot of provisions was burned ; and blankets, shoes and saddles 

® Kearny’s unpublished letters alone are in this book except the few that are in 
this chapter. 

10 The effort was made to soft-pedal Kearny’s professional knowledge by 


emphasizing his “recklessness”. Hence the need to interpret Kearny as General 
Bullard has written as “Military Scientist” as well as Battle Soldier. 
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committed to thé flames. To which Davis could have added the 
“Reminiscences of Captain Peck” who stayed behind to destroy the 
precious property so much needed by the Confederates: On March 
Sth the order was issued to evacuate; and Company. C was ordered 
to burn all the commissaries at Manassas Junction; then at Hay- 
market; and then we burned all supplies at Thoroughfare Gap. At 
this point a great many hogs were driven and there was a large saw 
mill which had cost $2,000 and was being used as a packing house. 
The citizens told me that six hundred thousand pounds of bacon 
were stored in the building! We were ordered to burn this also, 
which we did; and the lard ran out in the creek. It chilled and 
formed a dam across Broad River! There was an acre lot almost 
covered with barrels of flour at the point we had been getting our 
supplies from; and as it was feared the Yankees would get this also, 
we were ordered to knock the barrels to pieces and run over the flour 
with our cavalry horses and destroy it. 

In the Congressional Investigation this testimony was given by a 
native: I should judge that the troops left there in great haste. 
Several hundred barrels of flour that they attempted to destroy by 
burning laid there in a pile. But perhaps the finest piece of evidence 
of the panic-haste of the retreat was the finding by Phil.’s Brigade 
of the private letters and private orders of the rebel officers; but see 
Kearny’s letters. 

Kearny wrote, and he well knew despite Allen Pinkerton’s gro- 
tesque reports to McClellan of the relative numbers of the Federal 
and rebel forces, that it would not be “common sense” that Johnston’s 
forces exceeded McClellan’s as reported by “Mr. Allen’. Kearny 
was actually placing the enemy at thirty thousand; while McClellan 
added up his figures to make sometimes two hundred thousand ;—a 
proceeding which we will follow with interest at Williamsburg, 
Gaines’ Mill and Malvern Hill! 

But Jefferson Davis tells the true story of the overwhelming odds 
in the Union’s favor! Three months later Lee stood opposite 
Kearny, three and one-half miles from Richmond, June 25th, 1862, 
with a difference in McClellan’s favor of only fifteen thousand men; 
although McClellan then as now was reporting Lee’s forces as double 
his own! But read Davis’s figures based on official reports, Con- 
federate and Federal: The entire Federal force in January 1862 was 
191,840; in March 1862, 193,142 men; “The Confederate entire force, 
including Jackson’s in the Valley of the Shenandoah and General 
Huger’s troops at Aquia did not exceed 47,500 men”! 

It has often been said that the true reason of the sudden and pre- 
cipitate withdrawal,—or of the withdrawal,—was that the Confed- 
erates were informed of the intention of McClellan to proceed by 
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way of the Peninsula; but this was not so. President Davis states 
so explicitly: | | j 

McClellan in his reports assumes that the evacuation of the lines 
of Bull Run was in consequence of his projected move upon the 
Peninsula; but this was not the fact... . We were unable to hold 
so long a line against the forces of McClellan at or near Centreville. 

The final judgment of History, alike Lay and Learned, ex post 
facto, of course, concurs in Phil.’s contemporaneous judgment,—the 
only judgment of any real pragmatic value. 

Professor Michie of West Point, of great reputation, writes in 
McClellan’s biography: Had McClellan yielded to the strongly ex- 
pressed desire of President Lincoln and hurled his army against the 
enemy’s left flank, we now know that victory would have been cer- 
tain and decisive; and whatever the result might have been in the 
field of battle, he would have strengthened the Administration at a 
most opportune time.1? 

General Sir Frederick Maurice: At any time the forces of Mc- 
Clellan, vastly superior to Johnston’s, could have driven Johnston 
from the lines of Manassas. .. . 

McClellan had this to say; listen with wide open ears: The move- 
ment from Fairfax Court House was very sudden. The enemy left 
wagons, some cannon, clothing, ammunition, personal baggage, etc. 
Here, as so often, Time was against us. Had it favored the decisive 
battle might have been fought in 1862 just where we suffered such a 
physical reverse in 1861. Had McClellan’s contemporaneous judg- 
ment been identic with Kearny’s that decisive battle would have 
been fought in the month of March 1862! 

Lieutenant Colonel Freemantle, Cold Stream Guards, serving with 


11 McClellan’s political motive soon strongly developed thus appears as first 
influencing his military conduct. The plans of the Democratic Party were most 
ably seconded by the newspapers in McClellan’s interest. Within a few weeks 
of the arrival of the new Commander in Chief, the troops began to regard him 
as something almost more than human! They were taught by their papers to 
speak of him as “Young Napoleon”’,—“Little Mac”; and the most extraordinary 
stories were gravely published as to his plans and military movements! By this 
Same means and others, only those papers which professed fealty to the Demo- 
cratic Party found circulation among the Troops. The New York Herald, 
Philadelphia Enquirer in the Eastern area, the Chicago Times and Cincinnati 
Enquirer in the western, deluged the camps. Such papers as the New York 
Tribune and Times, the Chicago Journal and Tribune, could with difficulty be 
bought; for the news agent would not bring them into camp! It was by such 
means that McClellan’s representatives built up a reputation for their idol and 
the feeling in his favor. “The Democratic Organization from day to day 
favored his delay so as to insure defeat and his elevation to the Presidency.” 
See “Campaign in the Yorktown Peninsula” by Frank Milner, special corre- 
spondent of the Morning Star with the American Army in the United States; 
London, 1864. 
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the Confederates, chronicles that “General Kirby Smith told me that 
McClellan could have destroyed the Southern army with the greatest 
ease during the first winter without much risk”. 

Pollard in his Lost Cause cried aloud with joy that McClellan with 
193,142 men fit for duty against 30,000 Confederates at Manassas 
and in and around Centreville did not attack; for “a blow at that time 
might have proved fatal to the Southern Confederacy.” 

The Suppression of Kearny’s report—which he so laments justly 
and denounces—which gives Phil. his cue to McClellan’s later identic 
conduct, now revealed to be at least motivated in McClellan’s un- 
willingness to reveal a revolution in his plans based upon a volunteer 
officer’s military sagacity and practice—has thrown the Historian 
off the track of historical truth: For it is undoubtedly /ustorically 
true that on March oth McClellan had adopted the Peninsula—or 


- Urbana—Plan; and steps taken by the Administration to accomplish 


it. Then came Kearny’s despatches,—including his despatches “at 
sunrise and again three miles from Bull Run at two thirty March 
oth” written by himself personally, received while President Lincoln 
and McClellan were actually in conference in execution of the Penin- 
sula Plan,—with the unexpected startling good news of the evacua- 
tion. McClellan mumediately left Lincoln high and dry;. hurrying 
away towards the sound of Kearny’s voice,’? and McClellan decides to 
abandon his Peninsula plan and orders a general advance of his entire 
army to follow Kearny through to Richmond,—thus lending his own 
judgment to the validity of Lincoln’s and Kearny’s judgment. But 
now for the earlier part of the story. 

General McClellan convened a Council of War at his own Head- 
quarters on March 8th,—while Kearny was advancing against Johns- 
ton—consisting of Generals Blenker, Casey, Heintzelman, Keyes, 
McCall, Porter, Sumner, Naglee, Fitzjohn Porter, Franklin and Gen- 
eral Barnard,'* Chief of Engineers, to determine upon a plan of 
action. By a vote of eight to four McClellan’s plan was adopted 
with Urbana as base of operations. That day the President took steps 


to execute it in the organization of a corps under General Banks. 


“This order definitely committed the Administration to McClellan’s 
plan and the abandonment of the Overland Route which had been 
practically decided upon”. The next day “while the President and 


12 Turn back to this page when August 2oth, 1862, McClellan and Kearny are 
in identic positions; but Kearny calling with the “Voice of his guns” only! 
McClellan doesn’t budge for a whole week! 

13 With men whose fame as soldiers became worldwide, McClellan counseled 
with these Lieutenants from the standpoint of experience whose military fate will 
be chronicled later on. Always excluding the most competent General Barnard, 
—the brave Nagle and Sumner. 
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McClellan and the Secretary of War were in conference news was 
received that the enemy had abandoned their lines in front of the 
Army of the Potomac” ;—so far General Michie he is speaking with 
great caution out of original documents. 

McClellan then hastened away to direct the army. When McClellan 
left, his plan, Urbana, was the accepted plan. This movement of 
the rebels was a complete, unconditional, surprise to General Mc- 
Clellan; and he immediately issued as we know now an order for a 
general movement of the army to Centreville and Manassas. Upon this 
state of affairs Michie observes: ““The new development seems to have 
shifted McClellan to the Overland Plan.” And of that the secular 
militarist may entertain no rational doubt whatsoever. Certainly 
that judgment had been formed by the whole nation which so inter- 
preted McClellan’s movement, and it is most prettily illustrated in 
the Attorney General’s diary in whose office Clarence Stedman “of 
Seven Pines” was an associate; who comes to Mr. Bates in high 
flush of spirits and begs the Attorney General to let him have a 
couple of days off to go across the Potomac to report the battle for 
the New York World. Bates tells him he don’t know McClellan; 
“There will be no battle,” says Bates. The poet disputes him,— 
Stedman was a great friend of McClellan’s at this time. The next 
day Stedman turns up, avoids Mr. Bates. Bates, however, pursues 
him and enters in his diary the extreme mortification revealed by 
Mr. Stedman through the verification of Bates’s prophecy,—there was 
no article for the World! 

Then after a brief one day march towards Centreville McClellan, 
where he found Kearny in possession, orders the whole army to 
return to its former encampment,—this on March 12th; and in 
justification of his action announces that the movement had been 
made to give his troops “experience on the march and in bivouacking 
operations’,—the first experience of that kind of military business— 
or alas! of reconnoitering even—during eight months! The fact is, 
he felt Johnston might have crossed the Rappahannock and that 
seemed to him a long distance away! Undoubtedly McClellan had 
determined to adopt the Overland Route; and so General Michie 
thinks,—his biographer ought to know. 

The exact time when the order to advance was received, becomes 
important; it was 16 hours after Kearny’s first despatch and eight 
hours after Kearny’s despatch from Sangster’s Station; probably 
twelve hours after Phil.’s report was read at the White House. 
General Gibbon tells the time in his Personal Recollections: “I spent 
the 8th of March in Washington and returned to camp on the oth; 
that night at 10:30 orders were received to march the next day. No 
one got under way that night; and early the next morning, the roth, 
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we started. After marching two days our part of the army was a 
few miles from Centreville, and then came back. I rode forward on 
the 11th. The position of Centreville was a strong one. Near 
Manassas Station I met General McClellan and his staff viewing the 
abandoned works.” 

The New Jersey papers alone reported and vaunted—and their 
facts were undisputed—that Kearny had by his restless movements 
over a wide area caused the panic-stricken withdrawal of the rebels; 
and lamented McClellan’s failure to advance with Kearny through 
Manassas to the Rappahannock and engage the enemy. The Newark 
Daily Advertiser also knows of the Suppression of Kearny’s report! 
The world knew nothing of the Brigade’s proceedings through official 
sources; and New Jersey was alone in ferreting it out. 


NEWARK DAILY ADVERTISER 
(Editorial March 14th, 1862) 


It is impossible to permit the palpable injustice to our New Jersey 
troops to pass unrebuked, and the studied silence must be exposed. 
Although the New Jersey troops were first to ascertain the evacua- 
tion of Centreville and subsequently of Manassas and to enter and 
hoist the flag on each, the fact was sought to be concealed and the 
movement has been attempted to be wrested from them and given 
to others. A letter from our Washington correspondent gives the 
inescapable facts. 

Kearny advanced to Centreville and sent the first news of the 
retreat of the rebels. After taking possession of Centreville, Kearny 
ordered General Taylor’s gallant men to seize the rebel stronghold. 
The capture preceded the approach to these places by General 
McClellan and a detachment of cavalry by some three hours, and was 
in advance by three or four hours of any other troops.4 

A few minutes after the occupation General Kearny dashed in and 
drew up in front of our lines, and as he lifted his cap under the Stars 
and Stripes, he received a glorious welcome. 


On March 12th appeared another editorial entitled, 


THE EVACUATION OF MANASSAS 


and its appraisement of this affair as a serious blow to the Confed- 
eracy was founded upon the almost universal opinion that at last Mc- 
Clellan’s great forward movement had—or ought to have been— 
begun: 

4 Of course McClellan’s presence and the presence of his Cavalry were based 
on Kearny’s announcement. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The serious blow to the rebel cause, the evacuation of the 
stronghold of the Confederates at Manassas Junction is fully 
confirmed. What a blow to the Confederate “hopes by the converg- 
ing columns of our grand army! It is a mortal blow to the Con- 
federacy. The facts about the evacuation of this most important 
stronghold are as follows:...OQn Monday at Noon, the roth, a de- 
tachment of the First New Jersey Brigade entered Centreville; they 
were followed by a detachment of cavalry which had been too late 
to reach the place the evening before; and on Monday at 9 o'clock 
in the morning we had entered the works at Manassas Junction and 
the Brigade hoisted a regimental flag over the fortifications. An 
immense amount of stores and other property were found, among 
them eighty wagons and one hundred tents. General Kearny was 
with our troops all day. Several handsome flags were captured; and 
General Kearny gave the men free access to everything left behind; 
every man was on the lookout for a relic. General Kearny was the 
first to send in news that the place had been occupied. ‘“‘Certainly 
it is to be hoped that the advance will be pressed.” 

But the living picture of McClelian’s mental movements after learn- 
ing of Kearny’s battle at Sangster’s Station now revealed in his true 
proportions, is helpful in understanding these military abstractions, 
and the Prince de Joinville of McClellan’s staff wields a live quill; 
and a very funny one in its opening sentence: 


THE PRINCE DE JOINVILLE ON THE EVACDATION 


Everything was so long quiet at Washington that it was only 
casually that the idea of entering on a campaign presented itself! 
Things were in this condition when on the evening of March oth a 
friend tapping me on the shoulder said “you don’t know the news? 
The enemy has evacuated Manassas and the army sets out tomorrow.” 
Next day a mass of artillery and wagons and cavalry blocked up the 
streets of Washington, moving towards the bridges over the Potomac. 

McClellan had planned a movement by water, but evacuation un- 
masked his plans and now: Should he go by land to Richmond? 
For the Army of the Potomac this evacuation was unfortunate. The 
movement was unmasked before it was made. The transport vessels 
were not collected; and a part of them ice-bound in the Hudson. In 
that situation should McClellan persevere in executing as rapidly as 
possible the movement by water towards the Virginia Peninsula or 
should he march to Richinond by land? Such was the grave decision 
which the young General of the Army of the Potomac, laid up sick 
in a miserable chamber of a deserted house at Fairfax Court House, 
had to make within twenty-four hours! Of course—to footnote the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Prince’s story—no’ one reading further on through May, June, July 
and August when McClellan’s character will be more fully revealed, 
can doubt the answer that McClellan would give to this question: But 
on March oth at 10:30 P.M., he had vacillated to the overland route; 
he was now vacillating down the Peninsula! 

Kearny’s sense of justice was outraged into denunciation of Frank- 
lin and McClellan in suppressing his report, which revealed, of 
course, the reason of General Johnston’s panic-stricken evacuation, 
amazing equally to President Davis and -Commander-in-Chief 
McClellan; revealing also Kearny’s part in telling General McClellan 
and the President the first news of the rebel movement; and the 
consequent determination on McClellan's part to abandon his river 
campaign and to proceed overland by the direct route. Of course, 
it is very obvious that such a report revealing the ineptitude of 
General McClellan and the Military sagacity and practice of a vol-. 
unteer officer of the Old Army 1° whom he had deliberately excluded 
from his counsels and his Council, was a thing to be suppressed 
if McClellan wanted the glory; or if McClellan wanted to justify 
his retrograde movement under the pretense,—how ridiculous it 
seems at this length of time;—of making a practice march to teach 
a whole army how to go to bed at night, or, as he said, to bivouac! 

Of course, Kearny may have been mistaken in regard to the 
suppression of his report; he may have been; he was not. It is no 
answer today that sorhetimes within the period before the compilation 
of the official reports, years afterwards,—the report bearing every 
evidence that it was not Kearny’s original report but McClellan’s 
copy,—was compiled into the record by its West Point Editor. But 
now and today, March, April, May, June, 1862, well to Kearny’s 
death and long afterwards, the report was suppressed. Cortlandt 
Parker and Major General John Watts de Peyster, men of extraordt- 
nary resourceful means of fathoming secrets, searched exhaustively 
for years and failed to find it! And, moreover, these men knew 
by first-hand evidence that at McClellan’s headquarters Kearny’s 
report was known, for it had been the subject of discussion,—with 
very unfavorable commentary. 

And so this was the beginning of Kearny’s insight,—Kearny’s 
first look-in upon,—McClellan’s mind and heart which became very 
much more piercing, ever so much clearer when the same card was 
turned by these: military gamblers at Williamsburg, Seven Pines, 
Oak Ridge, Gaines’ Mill and Malvern Hill. Let’s watch the devel- 
opment of this interesting—tragic—mental by-play. 

Cortlandt Parker, certainly one of three of New Jersey’s greatest 
lawyers of his Age,—perhaps the greatest contemporary at the 

15 “The Regulars must win the war”—Scott. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


American Bar, and to cap the climax President of the American 
Bar Association,—in his “Address” before the New Jersey Historical 
‘Society wrote, “It was not long before the “lynx eye of General 
Kearny saw the truth as to the commanding general and he expressed 
it not insubordinately but confidentially with many cautions, and 
general hopes that he might be mistaken. 

“The fall of 1861 had been wasted. Then came the action of 
Kearny and the evacuation of Manassas and the failure of McClellan 
to attack Johnston. Then General McClellan suppressed Kearny’s 
report as if not entirely pleased with the occurrence.” And General 
de Peyster who was writing General Kearny’s biography and search- 
ing for the report from 1863 to 1869—indeed till 1885—writes: 
“The writer applied to the War Department through influential 
friends and all the replies agreed as to there being no such report 
to be found.” 

General McClellan’s “Own Report” is silent! But in his “Own 
Story” written years later, McClellan, without actually naming 
Kearny, appropriates Kearny’s Battle as having driven the enemy 
out of Manassas! Nor is there any reference anywhere to General 
Kearny’s own especial report which is not to be found; “nor ot 
those of his subordinates,” writes General de Peyster, “of which 
copies, however, are annexed to his chapter of Kearny’s biography.” 
An officer of the United States Army, holding a Major General’s 
command, at the time remarked that he had heard the Kearny report 
discussed unfavorably. 

On March 8th—the eve of McClellan’s failure to attack the panic- 
stricken rebels—President Lincoln sent for McClellan and aiter 
talking of another matter, said that there was “an ugly matter’ to 
which he must refer. He said that it had been represented to him 
that McClellan’s plan of campaign was conceived with the purpose 
and intent of removing its defenders from Washington; and thus 
giving over to the enemy the capital and the government by leaving 
them defenseless. The President concluded his remarks that it did 
not look to him much like treason! 

McClellan was very indignant and demanded a retraction of the 
offensive expression! McClellan would allow no one to couple the 
word treason with his name: “I will permit,’ said McClellan, “no 
doubt to be thrown on my intentions!” The next day we find 
McClellan in conference with Lincoln on his campaign and in apparent 
pursuit of the rebels! 

The Washington correspondent of the London Times, Sir William 
H. Russell, was at this time in the West. Looking at a neighbor’s 
paper, to his amazement he read the bold headlines, “Grand advance- 
ment upon Richmond by the Army of the Potomac,—McClellan 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


marches on Richmond—Capture of Manassas,—Retreat of the Rebel 
Army.” Such the headlines for which Sir William had been wait- 
ing for eight months! “At 8 o’clock in the evening I started for 
Washington which I reached to find all the world laughing at the 
wooden guns on Munson’s Hill and the pump which had been taken 
as a monster piece of ordnance.” On the Confederate side the 
laughter was hardly suppressed, and from the War Department in 
Richmond comes this record in a Journal, “General Johnston has 
been keeping McClellan and his 210,000 men at bay for a long time 
with about 40,000 men. After the abandonment of his works it was 
a long time before the enemy knew he had retrograded; but ap- 
proached very cautiously and found that they had been cowed by 
his Quaker guns,—logs of wood in position and so painted as to 
resemble cannon. Lord! how the Yankee Press will quiz McClellan!” 

Just at the very time Kearny was negotiating a place in history 
for his Brigade an event happened which sealed the kinship between 
Kearny and his men. It was dramatic, characteristic. 

On March 3d, 1862, General McClellan relieved General Kearny 
from the command of the First New Jersey Brigade, and assigned 
him to the command of Sumner’s Division. Kearny declined to take 
the honor of advancement with its opportunity of larger service 
fitted for his military talents, and preferred to remain with his New 
Jersey troops. Accordingly on March 14th McClellan sent a despatch 
to Mr. Stanton, Secretary of War, that he had given Sumner’s 
Division to General Richardson, ‘General Kearny preferred to com- 
mand his old Brigade” !—Semper Fidelis! 

Kearny had gone to McClellan’s camp to decline the offer and 
his men knew about it; and upon his return, “General Kearny rode 
into camp and mindful of Kearny’s loyalty and devotion, his soldiers 
greeted their commander with repeated cheers. It was seen that 
Kearny was much moved by this manifestation of their mutual love 
and loyalty, and he could only say, ‘Thank you, boys’, and turning 
his horse ‘Moscow’, rode away in a gallop.” 

The Brigade arrived at Yorktown on April 22d and disembarked 
on the 30th. Then its Historian tells us: Just at this time the 
Brigade which was in good spirits was greatly depressed by the 
transfer of General Kearny to the command of the Third Division 
of the Third Corps under General Heintzelman. In the preceding 
March when it became known that the contemplated transfer of 
General Kearny to another and more important command had been 
nullified by his declining promotion unless he was allowed to take 
his “pets” with him, which had been refused by General McClellan 
and General Franklin, the Legislature of New Jersey passed the 
following resolution: “Resolved that New Jersey highly appreciated 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the characteristic fidelity of General Philip Kearny in declining the 
proffered promotion rather than separating himself from the Brigade 
entrusted to him!’ 

The transfer of General Kearny—continues the historian—from 
his Jersey Brigade to a Division in Heintzelman’s corps was a 
matter of great concern to the people of New Jersey, which was 
evidenced by the resolution passed by the Legislature on May 28th, 
1862: 

“Resolved that to the New Jersey Volunteers belongs the praise 
of checking the retreat of the Federal forces retreating from Bull 
Run in 1861, and greatly aiding in the preventing of the National 
Capital’s capture; but also for advancing unsupported on the rebel 
stronghold of Manassas and compelling its precipitate abandonment ; 
and that General Kearny deserves the warm official thanks of the 
Nation for his boldness in making the advance and the brilliant 
strategy he employed in its execution: 

“Resolved that having already testified our high appreciation of 
his self-sacrifice and fidelity to the North which led General Kearny 
to decline promotion rather than leave the Brigade, we now express 
to those in authority the propriety of confiding all the New Jersey 
troops under the command of General Kearny, whose devotion 
to his soldiers, care of their comfort and discipline and brilliant 
qualities of an officer entitle the Nation to his services in a higher 
position than the one he now occupies; and that a copy of this reso- 
lution be forwarded to the Secretary of War.” 

Kearny’s whole idea, urged upon the Legislature of New Jersey, 
was state patriotism, state pride in state troops. He repeatedly advo- 
cated the placement of all New Jersey troops in a single corps 
rather than allowing them to be melded, unseen and unnoticed, in 
a vast national mass which was the whole object of McClellan in his 
organization of the army.*® 

And now for some of Kearny’s letters during this period,—inter- 
esting as literature, and historical; also revealing Kearny’s judgment 
as Soldier upon the actors and scenes in the then great theatre of a 
national drama. 


Headquarters N. J. Brigade 
Fairfax Courthouse 
March 12, 1862. 


Dearest Love: 

Yesterday I was the first to enter the late stronghold of the enemy 
at Manassas Junction. Our cavalry had made a reconaissance in 
the plain nearby; but without going to the forts. My third regi- 


16 See Kearny’s Letters, tfra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ment planted their flag; and I went to Centreville. I had advanced 
by the R.R. when I met General McClellan and all his Staff and 
some two thousand horses, approaching with skirmishers as if we 
were secessionists! They had done the same thing in advancing to 
Fairfax Court which I had done two and one-half hours previously. 
But they are a dirty set, all, all! The chance commander of the 
Division has the pettiness to suppress my reports instead of giving 
them to be printed! 

The curious fact is that the enemy was induced to retire by my 
bold manceuver covering the country for a breadth of many miles, 
as if the advance of the entire army. Very elegant for me! but 
dirty to find that it only meets with envy and jealousy. 

I dined with the Prince de Joinville on Monday. The next day, 
very leisurely, I got up at ten, breakfasted at my room, and went 
to the Ferry to get to camp. 

Late in the day orders came to take forty-eight hours rations; 
and to be prepared to remain two days at Burke’s Station. It was 
three o’clock. The troops looked elegantly; and although the march 
was awful, owing to the wonderful badness of the road, they kept 
up their spirits. 

It was four o’clock daybreak when I arrived at Burke’s. I slept 
an hour; mounted a fresh horse; and galloped about until noon 
with Howard and others studying the situation. I then was gallop- 
ing about, except for a nap of two hours, with other fresh horses 
until nine o'clock at night. The next day I ascertained by negroes 
that the enemy was preparing to leave. 

I immediately pushed on with parties moving in every direction, 
all of which resulted in my driving them back everywhere. I kept 
applying for orders which were not sent me; but still I kept on. 
For McClellan’s whole movement had been to circumvent and get 
about my enterprise. 

The oddest part is that I had not had time to pack up; not even 
my own dress which I had worn to Washington to serve as a model, 
my French Hussar jacket; and this with my own brown cloak has 
been my only costume, much to the astonishment of the fussy looking 
new generals whom I have met since I returned to America. 

General McClellan met me as if much pleased; but General 
Franklin seemed put out with envy thinking I had done so much. 

To think dearest you distress yourself about Mrs. Street. Do 
not be angered by her; she has her good points; but much depriva- 
tion and disappointment has made her less disinterested. If she is 
not agreeable let her leave.** 

Your account was so touching of our lost loved precious boy! 


17 See infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Oh dearest Agnes except as a protection to you how little do I care 
to live any longer! It is true that in times of danger I do not think 
of it, one way or the other; danger has been simply a habit to me. 
But when I drop my professional duties and turn my thoughts to 
you and home, oh how sadly I am oppressed. 

Our dearest boy whom God gave us; but took away; his first 
smile, his last look. God knows how I suffer; and you angel much 
more. 

With a thousand kisses. 

April 14, 1862. © 
Dearest Love: 

I am going to Fortress Monroe by the cars. 

I did expect that this war would be pretty well finished by the 
Ist of May. 

One cheering thing has been the interest taken in me by our pure 
noble President; a good man and an able one; and one that will 
come forth pure in the pages of history. 

I never told you how odd it was that at Manassas I found in the 
mass of forgotten documents letters by Ewell and others of my 
former best friends; the same traits of character that marked them 
formerly gives still their individuality. 

With a kiss to the babies and thousands for yourself, I am with 
best love, Phil. 


P.S. Have the open carriage fixed up if you like; but I prefer 
your using the Rockaway as more quiet and sedate and less observed. 
A kiss 

Phil. 


April 16, 1862. 
Dear Watts: 
Indeed I have been decidedly opposed to the river plan as un- 
covering Washington without a single advantage. Besides McClellan 
is too slow to manceuver out of a “scrape”. 


Aboard “Elm City”. 
Dearest Love: 

So you may well imagine that I have bitter contempt for General 
McClellan who from jealousy and envy and small feeling, keeps his 
best officers in subordinate positions, where aught that they do must 
redound to the glory of his inferior superiors.*® 

28 How McClellan was appointed to command at all was a mystery! Yet 
Kearny’s letter which we shall read at Williamsburg gives a suggested key: 
“His two-penny little success with enormous preponderance of means coming 
about the time of Bull Run got him to Washington. He then set in motion 
intrigues against General Scott who had been kind to him.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Still I am so assured of my personal weight that I am quite content 
to know that I have the most brilliant, Brigade of troops in the army 
and so would be my Division the moment I got one. Franklin’s 
refusing to part with my Brigade was as unhandsome and ungen- 
erous as his refusing to publish my reports about Manassas. 

We are still cooped up aboard the Steamer! I fear the approaching 
bad weather will decimate our army if not break it up. Near me on 
shore is an old nigger, now ninety years old, who as a child remem- 
bers to have held the guns of the first siege of etktawn for the 
British. How strange. 


Don’t say mean things to Susy, and kiss both plas ; all my best | 


love and a kind kiss yours 
Phil. 
P.S. We are lying in a cove ten miles from Old Point and the 
same from Yorktown. We hear the guns occasionally. So odd; it 
is my third siege. Vera Cruz, Peschira in Italy and Yorktown— 
a kiss 
Phil. 


Headquarters New Jersey Brigade 
May Ist, 1862 
Dearest Love, 

Last night I received an order appointing me again to command a 
Division. It is principally a western one, and is part of Heintzel- 
man’s Corps d’Armée. The men are reliable “battle” men, but not 
much disciplined. But I have always been friendly with him, much 
my senior in service. 

The other two Division generals are very distinguished and inti- 
mate friends; Porter and Hooker, are very superior gentlemen. The 
corps d’armée will be most conspicuous if I made the other Division 
commander; all of the Mexican war times. I immediately assume 
my place, and become one of the highest officers in command of 
Divisions in the army. 

How lovely the homestead must look! dearest love. Oh that this 
cruel war had never broken out, and that our happy number had 
not been diminished by that angel lent to us for awhile. Dearest 
Love, war may distract my attention by its uneasy care, and in sup- 
plying the want of experience of the volunteers, but when in the 
stillness of night or beside the camp fire I revert in memory to the 
existence of one who was my pride, my love, my future, my hopes 
for reputation when no more, to illustrate what I had been, it is the 
most bitter suffering I can endure; he was not only my love, but 
my pride as man. God ever protect you. Kiss the children. 

Yours most affectionately, sincerely, tenderly 

Phil. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


During the short flaming hour in which Kearny played the Civil 
War game, a noted foreign “First-nighter” wrote his observations 
from the front seat in the National Theatre. Count Adam, Captain 
Gurowski, Polish Nobleman and Revolutionary Officer in intimate 
touch socially with the leading spirits in the Capital, with no axe to 
grind; and instinct with sympathy for the North, now makes this 
commentary : 

McClellan acts as if he had taken an oath to some hidden and 
veiled Deity or combination, by all means not to ascertain anything 
about the condition of the enemy. Any Engineer, if not an American 
old woman, would have pierced the veil by a strong reconnoissance on 
Centreville. And I hear Generals, West Pointers, justifying their co- 
lossal offense against common sense and against the rudiments of mili- 
tary tactics! Oh, noble, but awfully dealt with, American people! 

We shall hear from Gurowski later on; it’s mighty interesting 
watching through his composite eyes, informed by the argus vision 
of Washington Society, Military, Political and Social, Philip Kearny, 
at first symbol of heroic valor; then as Time tells the Truth: Phil. 
Kearny, Tactician and Strategist; and finally Tactician, Strategist 
and Battle Soldier all in one ;—and the only Soldier to command the 
Armies of the Republic! Kearny and he never met. 

Kearny ordered to embark for the Peninsula gives up his lease on 
the Seminary, but ten days elapse,—orders given are revoked; but 
at length Phil. and his Brigade are on board the “Elm City” and 
arrive off Yorktown. 

Fight months have builded a crowd of peach-orchard Foundlings 
into the Corps d’élite of the Army and Phil. has done all he could 
“to win the war’! Possibly the War would have ended had Mc- 
Clellan FOLLOWED KEARNY THROUGH AT MANASSAS! But McClel- 
lan never will. “He is not that kind of a General!” And as a sort 
of syllabus of Kearny’s Brigade, and Kearny’s Division with which 
we henceforth are to fight,—except on one historic occasion—let’s 
read General Wainwright’s analysis of the one and General de Tro- 
briand’s description of the other supplementing General Meade’s 
description of the Brigade already in the record. 

General Wainwright: I am much inclined to think that Kearny’s 
Brigade is the best in the whole Army! Also that New Jersey has 
in all respects fitted out her troops better than any other State! 
Then General de Trobriand: 

On the Peninsula, Kearny commanded a Division which shone out 
amongst all the others by its bravery and its discipline; its dash and 
its obstinancy in defense. The soul of Kearny was in it and ani- 
mated it even to the end. After it had lost its Chief, his memory 
always dwelt in its ranks as a living presence! 
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CHAPTER X 
BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBURG 
Tue First Great BaTTLe IN THE East 
KEARNY AND HOOKER ALONE FIGHT THE REBEL ARMY 


GENERAL Kearny and his Brigade arrived off Yorktown April 
17th, 1862, exactly one month after “Kearny’s Division,” then the 
Third Division, 3rd Corps, Army of the Potomac, had embarked 
at Alexandria—as the first troops;—but Phil.’s Brigade did not dis- 
embark until the 30th of April. 

The rains, torrential at times, were commonly considerable; few 
days of clear skies; then the sun metaphorised into boiling pots 
the Peninsula Swamps of Virginia. ‘“‘York River fever” appears 
among the Jersey boys, now exactly a month without their Seminary 
Brigade Hospital; and Phil.’s letters are again big with prophecies 
of the havoc fever will play in this “Campaign of Rivers” in the 
marshes of Virginia. 

On board the “Elm City”, whose “immensity” amazed the Euro- 
pean correspondents, which began its service as a Troop Ship in 
conveying to the Peninsula Kearny’s Third Division, Phil. wrote 
Cortlandt Parker protesting against McClellan’s futility in sitting 
down to a siege,—‘‘My Third siege”, Phil. wrote,—instead of pro- 
ceeding against the inferior rebel forces whose numbers “would 
soon be augmented.” He felt that at least an assault on the place, if 
only to try its strength, should be attempted before a formal siege,— 
“necessarily a respite to the enemy”,—was resorted to; and Phil.’s 
experience of the Quaker Guns at Manassas was a precedent for his 
judgment. But a veteran of four wars who had fought with armies 
twice as large as the combined armies now around him was excluded 
from McClellan’s councils. Within four months the Secretary of 
the Navy, Gideon Welles, recorded in his Journal that “President 
Lincoln today said that there was not a single reason why McClel- 
lan should have delayed a single day at Yorktown”; and General 
Michie, writing authoritatively but not contemporaneously, from West 
Point, concurs in Phil.’s judgment on the spot that it was “incumbent 
on him to have made a determined effort at assault before deciding 
on a siege”. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Robert C. Henry, lauded by Lee’s greatest Biographer, gives the 
typical southern viewpoint in his “Story of the Confederacy”, that 
General Magruder, then opposing McClellan with his 13,000 men, 
could not have given any “real resistance’; McClellan with 90,000 
men could have “pushed right through him”. ‘This opinion is en- 
forced by General Early’s reports—himself on the Peninsula—of 
the relative numbers of McClellan and Magruder at Yorktown 
where the Confederate tells us that McClellan with 85,000 men “ready 
for duty” against Magruder’s 20,000,3—and later at Williamsburg 
on May 5th with 111,000 men again 53,000,—could have “‘pushed 
through towards Richmond.” Yet, as General Early records, Mc- 
Clellan telegraphs Washington before Williamsburg! “It seems clear 
that I shall have the entire force of the enemy on my hands”; and 
speaks of “the superior force of the enemy”! Alexandria again! 

Then on May Ist came a message which in very truth revolution- 
ized Phil.’s Biography. On April 30th, Colonel H. C. Williams, 
McClellan’s Assistant Adjutant General, had written on behalf of 
the Commander in Chief, the following historic document, numbered 
Special Order No. 129, from Camp Washington, Headquarters of 
the Army of the Potomac: ... “Brigadier General Philip Kearny 
is assigned to command the Third Division, Third Corps, of 
the Army in place of C. C. Hamilton, relieved.” Phil. immediately 
accepted the assignment; and on May Ist, 1862, by General Order 
No. 1,—significantly and loyally labelled “Camp Winfield Scott,”— 
proclaimed from the Headquarters of the Third Division, Third 
Corps, of the Army of the Potomac: ‘‘Pursuant to instructions from 
General Heintzelman I hereby assume command of this Division com- 
posed of the Brigades of General Jameson, General Berry and Gen- 
eral Birney and of the Batteries of Colonels Beam and Randolph, 
P. Kearny, General Commanding.” 

Dr. Marks, the noble chaplain of the 63d Pennsylvania Regiment,— 
Some saintly pen should write his glorious Biography !—reminis- 
cences on the inappropriateness of McClellan’s usurping a nomencla- 
ture properly belonging to Hooker and Kearny: “Yorktown had 
especial interest to us for in its immediate vicinity are found memori- 
als of most illustrious events of our Revolutionary War. The 
Divisions of Generals Kearny and Hooker were encamped on the 
very grounds where spread the tents of Washington and Lafayette”. 
_ McClellan in his “Own Story” lets us in on his opinion at this 
time of Kearny’s capacity as a soldier, written after McClellan and 
the Nation thoroughly knew Kearny’s “own story” of McClellan 


1 Magruder states in his report and this is conclusive that the number of his 
troops were 11,000. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and his ability after Kearny’s death. This McClellan opinion is 
extremely interesting in view of the military fate of Generals Mc- 
Dowell, Franklin, Porter, Heintzelnfan and company and of nearly 
all McClellan’s “brainy men” compared with the fame Kearny was 
soon to win with “Kearny’s Brigade” and “Kearny’s Division”, as 
well as in view of the London Times’ estimate, at the time of Phil.’s 
death, of his peculiar fitness to head the cavalry forces of McClel- 
lan’s Army: “Philip Kearny” McClellan records, “received a Brigade. 
But, though he stood high as a remarkably daring man and good 
cavalry captain in the Mexican War, I had not sufficient confidence 
in his brains to give him one of the First Divisions. I have since 
sometimes thought that I would have done well had I given him 
command of the cavalry”! Perhaps McClellan regretted his omission 
even more intensely when Jeb Stuart and his cavalry soon went all 
around McClellan’s army of 115,000 men, cut his communications, 
obtained important dispatches and bore them to Richmond for Presi- 
dent Davis’s perusal. Perhaps McClellan’s opinion was again brought 
into relief—but then McClellan didn’t care!—when Stuart did pre- 
cisely the same thing four months later and destroyed the stores of 
the whole army on the Plains of Manassas! 

The pro-Southern—pro-McClellan—Herald for a reason Kearny 
explains in his letters—the Herald in bitter war with the loyal 
Tribune ;—both now sheltered under Ogden Reid’s eagle wing,— 
makes no mention of this important news of Kearny’s appointment. 
McClellan as at Manassas again fails Phil. And so “Tardy was 
George,” that it was only after the Battle of Williamsburg that the 
Daily Tribune carried the news: “Camp near Yorktown, May 3d, 
1862. General Hamilton departed for Washingtonday today having 
been superseded by General Philip Kearny in command of his 
Division”. 

The very day Kearny was appointed to command, the rumor 
that he was prisoner of war in Richmond spread through the South, 
which had McClellan published, as was always customary, the exceed- 
ingly important news of Phil.’s elevation, could not possibly have 
happened. 

But soon the slimy beast was treed in the person of a clerk in 
the office of Mr. Randolph, Confederate Secretary of War: and 
four days later was blown to bits by Kearny’s bloody assault on the 
Confederate redoubts at Williamsburg, driving the Clerk’s rebel 
allies from the field! In his Diary for April 30th the Clerk made 
this entry; and its manufacture out of the whole cloth becomes very 
plain when we know that the author had lived in Missouri; had 
written some famous western stories in which a Kearny had figured 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and so had confounded Major General Stephen Watts Kearny 
with his Civil War nephew: 

“April 30, 1862. General Kearny has been brought here, having 
been taken prisoner on his way to Washington from Missouri. Secre- 
tary Randolph manifested surprise at his capture and says he is no 
enemy, being, I believe, Southern born. I believe it is the purpose 
of the Governor to release him and this may be a blunder. I fear 
about as much for ill-timed Southern magnanimity as for Northern 
malignity”’. 

Kearny now has his Division; it is up to General McClellan, but 
far more likely up to his old friend, “Prince John” General Ma- 
gruder to let Phil. “prove his mettle in the fiery flames of battle”; 
and indeed Magruder and General Joseph Eggleston Johnston were 
about to oblige him, to the utter amazement of McClellan’s Intelli- 
gence Service under the eagle eye of “Mr. Allen” (Pinkerton!) 

McClellan left all “reconnoitering’—he interpreted the term 
broadly—to Mr. “Allen,’’ and so was so utterly ignorant of the plan 
of the rebels that he writes complacently on the very eve of the 
evacuation of Yorktown a note which will serve as precedent for an 
identic note written the day before General Lee,—again wholly 
unknown to McClellan or his man Allen,—began the first of the 
“Six” Days’ Battles which within two months drove McClellan and 
his 105,000 men from the Peninsula: “The silence makes me sus- 
pect a sortie. I don’t like quietness; it seems unnatural”! Yes, 
indeed, the silence is unnatural; and the silence presages a sortie; 
but alas! not in McClellan’s direction, but towards Williamsburg, 
Richmond and the Chickahominy. For on the very next day Baron 
Johnston of Manassas stages an exact replica of that scene! But 
here Hooker and Kearny make superhuman efforts to reach his 
retreating figure—as Kearny “‘knew” could have been done at Manas- 
sas,—and succeeded! And possibly the war would have ended, prob- 
ably the Peninsula campaign, if, after the Battle of Williamsburg, Mc- 
Clellan had not “laid siege to Richmond”; had instead pursued and 
annihilated the beaten foe. But see Phil.’s Letters. They tell the 
story as no one else possibly could! 

The enemy evacuated Yorktown on the night of the 3d of May, 
and the next morning very early the Federals threw some shells into 
the city without any enemy response. Professor Lowe made an 
ascension in his “Balloon”,—the Zeppelin of the siege, which accom- 
panies the Engineer throughout his Peninsula journeys!—and found 
that the place had been evacuated; all the Federals found when they 
entered were some negroes and some citizens unafraid. Le Consti- 
tutionel of Paris reported from its correspondent in the city “that 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the fortifications had been much exaggerated and all McClellan found 
were a few citizens and some little negrillions.” ? 

General Heintzelman who had ascended with Professor Lowe, 
immediately directed General Kearny to enter the city; and General 
Jameson at the head of his brigade was the first to reach Yorktown,— 
Kearny’s Brigade first at Alexandria and Manassas; Kearny’s Di- 
vision first at Yorktown! 

Then the Tribune on May 6th carries this news: we are moving 
forward in pursuit! “Yorktown, May 4, 1862. Generals Porter, 
Hooker and Kearny moved on today to the late rebel works and 
beyond them.” 

Immediately upon the discovery of the evacuation, the cavalry, 
under General Stoneman, is ordered in pursuit; followed by the 
“gentlemanly Hooker,” as Kearny called him, a companion of 
Mexico and, despite Kearny’s platonic strictures on the day fol- 
lowing Williamsburg in a moment certainly of obscured. vision, 
which never represented Phil.’s later real judgment, a Battle Soldier. 
He and Kearny, the only fighting General Officers in the Peninsula 
Campaign! | 

On the morning of the sth at 7 o’clock General Hooker in a 
fighting mood following the cavalry which the preceding day had 
engaged the enemy in a skirmish, reached the rear guard of the re- 
treating rebels before Fort Magruder. This fort commanded the 
road to Williamsburg and Richmond; which, with a line of redoubts 
extending to right and left, General Magruder had erected during 
several months in purely “hypothetical anticipation” of what was 
now happening before his very eyes: a general engagement; instead 
of as at first intended, a mere rear guard action to cover the rebel 
retreat. 

Hooker’s contact had developed by 10 a.m. into the first great 
battle of the “Army of the East”. Hooker did exactly the thing 
Kearny wanted to do—could have done—against the retreating rebels 
at Manassas. 

The roads over which Hooker had passed—over which Kearny’s 
Division was now starting to pass to save Hooker’s Division—were 
savagely horrible; and the most vivid picture was drawn by Captain 
Dickert of Kershaw’s Brigade who was now fighting Hooker: 

“The country around Yorktown was boggy and swampy; and 
the continued rains had made the woods and fields perfect marshes; 
not a dry foot of land to pitch our tents; and scarcely a place to 
stand. One of the worst marches our brigade ever made was the 


2 This account, hitherto unpublished, was given in the Journal des Deéebats, 
Paris, for whom de Joinville was a correspondent. The account was also given 
in the Confederate Propaganda periodical in London, the London Index. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


night we evacuated our lines before Yorktown. At dark we began 
our march through long ponds and deep pools of water which reached 
up to the knees. Through the mud and water we floundered and fell. 
The roads sloppy and deep rutted were impassable.” 

Brush into this water color the torrential rains of the following 
days and the picture is complete,—an impassable morass. On May 
5th at 7 a.M. the battle began under circumstances unfavorable to 
McClellan. The two roads leading to Williamsburg from Yorktown 
were crowded with troops. Upon the road to the left were the 
Divisions of Kearny and Hooker belonging to Heintzelman’s corps 
but they were separated from each other by an enormous multitude 
of wagons loaded down with baggage and for the most part fast in 
the mud about which Captain Dickert has told us. Upon the road 
to the right two other Divisions were moving forward with still 
greater difficulty. Such was the condition of the ground that the 
caissons sank over their axles in the mud. 

The medley of men and baggage thrown pell mell into a narrow 
and flooded road had fallen into wild disorder. No one knew the 
country. The maps were so defective that they were useless. Little 
was known about the fortified battlefield on which the army was about 
to be engaged. Yet the army had slept around about for four weeks 
and the battlefield had been seen and reconnoitered the day before 
by the cavalry which had taken part in General Stoneman’s skir- 
mish with the enemy. 

Hooker’s Division, which led the column on the left hand road 
and had received the day before a general order to advance upon 
Williamsburg, came out on the morning of the 5th upon the very scene 
of General Stoneman’s cavalry fight, without the least knowledge of 
what it was to meet. 

Received as soon as it appeared with a steady fire from the hostile 
works it deployed resolutely in the abatis,—formed by cutting down 
dense growths of old field pines and trimming and sharpening the 
limbs so as to impede the progress of the Federals,—and Hooker 
audaciously went into action! His Division of about 9,000 men at the 
most came to the front little by little and alone, whilst the defense 
was carried on by from 15 to 20 thousand men strongly entrenched. 
Yet within two miles and with the guns roaring in their ears, were 
30,000 soldiers under supposedly competent commanders who let 
him fight alone until General Kearny’s arrival. The odds were too 
great ! 

Nevertheless, the great Hooker held his own for a long time. But, 
of course, he had to give way and fell back ; leaving in the woods and 
in those terrible abatis some 2,000 of his men killed and wounded, 
with several of his guns which he could not bring off. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The enemy followed Hooker relentlessly as he fell back; his men 
were without cartridges; and Kearny’s letters picture their “natural” 
panic-fear in a way which is appalling in its realism! And at 2:45 
a competent eye-witness observes that Hooker’s Division—probably 
the Army—would have been captured or beaten “within ten minutes” ! 
unless succour arrived for Hooker’s heroic troops. 

In the meantime General Sumner, Phil.’s old friend to whom Phil. 
had made his “first report” at Fort Leavenworth and had taken 
back Stephen’s 200 Dragoons at Socorro,—had “‘acceded to General 
Hooker’s urgent request for support”; and leaving undisturbed the 
30,000 troops within a mile or two of the battlefield, under his per- 
sonal command, ordered General Kearny, nine miles in the rear, 
to come forward over the “impassable” terrain, through the blinding 
rain, to Hooker’s support. No man, then or since, has offered an 
explanation, satisfactory or unsatisfactory, for this order! 

Kearny springs to the saddle; marches literally through the Di- 
visions of three West Point corps commanders, instructed in the 
regular curriculum how to manage wagons over impassable terrain 
and to reach battlefields in a hurry; proceeds at the rate of two and 
a half to three miles an hour; actually has to turn his own guns 
against laggard captains of other Divisions arresting two for block- 
ing the execution of his orders ‘‘to enter battle under fire’—“I will tell 
you what Fire feels like unless you set the torch to your God damn 
cowardly wagons—like their Escort’’, were his exact words, as he 
Acted ;—then reaches a fork of the road to the left leading to the 
battlefield where no troops obstructed the road! They had all marched 
away on the road to the right toward Sumner and his boys’ summer 
Camp in the swamps of Virginia! 

Kearny orders a halt. Then “Forward march!” Haversacks and 
equipment were cast aside and piled up; and then double-quick for 
the rest of the three miles to the field. “We have the honor of 
saving an army!” he called to his Michigan troops; and the cheers 
that greeted his arrival were heard by Sumner’s idlers a mile to 
the right above the roar of the battle. 

Another rest for five minutes. Hooker’s troops pass off the field. 
Then Kearny deploys his troops for battle “as on parade”. Now 
the extraordinary thing! Heintzelman withdraws a part of Kearny’s 
troops as a reserve! And Kearny enters under fire with only 1,900 
men of his Division against 20,000 rebels! Then let the Prince 
de Joinville of McClellan’s Staff enter the battle. 

“The Division of General Kearny,—the last to leave Yorktown 
and the first to be called to support Hooker,—having passed the 
crowded road and marching upon the guns at the pas de cours, re- 
established the battle. The fight had rolled from the edges of the 

[ 208 ] 


a . iy a Vig 



























































vt At — verte 


bis! 

Z| 
“RATA case 2 MED 145750 

roe ail i alos nd ist od an "thane em asain : oli 5 ana tT 

‘Isipisn”™ titi otutig rrattel e ‘yes bite ¢ | vahoisia > tt | atitiw: , oY 

ip: 46 bnA  / meijas ath ni.geilisaqge et daidwe yow & ; a poh oes 

vidsdor-—rrort7iC ere oie ara esvisedo egondiw-90 I532QMOD f 
| “estoni ¢ nidiew’’ meined 70 pees ten nood oved bluow-—vrr nr 

aqoont sioTatl 21s JooH vot beviris wosove eesiy 

11 bho eid pipeteont: istoneW scticendy al x 

69.1 nod as “trogen ter” aif chant & *s 


4 


Ae 


79119 t bebe: j-—-,.orrones, tp .enoogarG oos a‘norigeté oa 
bodtsietts uit 1 bere PICHIQ Hz 10) map 309; B31w e‘rlooHl | 
, piri tabau .bisAebied sdf io ow? to olin: s nidtiw eqoott e00o} Bhs 
rl | msi Issn) botsb10 bnscimo lanoe ° 
. a 3 “sldgezaqeni” ott 1sv0 biswot sfc. . ie 
1 port carn of .troqque 2‘xodoo0H of ais 
1 TED 2 t ,yrotasleisany., to rotesletise Re ey 
2107 Hiswstil esrloten: ; slbbse ont 03 agninge yermsoad a 
sisuTizni .srsbmemmoo 27102 10% tea W, sats to antoier a 
id Wy) TeVO anousw esecem of worl % caulsoismss walk 
- to ster od) te ebsecota ; yw « of ebletelited dopst of m8 | 
vo eirl wtutoet eed yilewios > xvod me eolicn sorilt of TMethval 
10f 0 titegats estoieivid] terlto to tii sag 82 bisgysi renisge » 
O..'s0@ taba sittad tater ot" erobto etd hewoiwsexs add gai 
b bow } Monn? onl} toe moy ezsinn sail vias} owl tadw nor 
sid Siow . ode TW8M? SA-— ZOgsw: vibvewos 
fy of Hoot onli io up g eorlone1 ‘not es 
tixpor siti botourtte goo" ry on stow histo: of. 
Law wri. oct of -bsor _ 10 yews |: 
unrgiiV te eqmawe odi ai qt) 
cern brawied” colT tisd s e19bt0 yar | e 
bona sbies leso s13w sromiqipps | 
} aslien sotds set 20 deo ot 
Mier belles od “lymnts os goives: wn 
[ siow isvirie eid bss 397T3 ist aA 
ited at Io 1807 oct svods tight Sa * 
1] woire svi tot teo1 tofionA 
t eqoor sil eyolqsh yore sce 
losturio H » 1 genie svanitnasiaill 
.t vino Aiiw 9 bow 2708 \dieely baA !svxee0T & es eqod at th 
onitd sft sob cond] eiedet 000.0% 2 zat as noizivid zi to oom fl 


sited olf wine Tate 2 ‘nsflooM to stivaiol 0 
awotitoY svat of geal odt~-yotee2l Ierene to noizividh ae " 


i¥ J 
913 bozese SAAN hol — Tan00 iti yu “qua o} boliso od oj. pe ab 
“91 2109 ob eng s3 48 eang ei} moqu. gcido sr bas. bso b: wos: 


alii 4 j 


io eeybo Sei sort bollor bad sige as” Boot | “ ida 
ea | 4 tle bia 


a . 
Sas 


’ 


| rd 
2 
& 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


plain to the forest. The Federals fought not less firmly encouraged 
by their chiefs Hooker and Kearny. Kearny in,especial who lost an 
arm in Mexico, fought with the French at the Mouzaia, and at 
Solferino and Magenta, displayed the finest courage! 

“Kearny immediately with Berry’s Brigade led his men to the as- 
sault and soon the enemy was checked and a counter-offensive against 
the abatis and the entrenchments was ordered forward. 

“Two of Kearny’s aides had fallen around him and left alone he 
had electrified his men by his intrepidity”’ ! 

By dusk, Kearny’s troops were in possession of the field. -The 
enemy was soon in retreat; and Kearny slept on the field convinced 
that on the morrow Johnston was to be followed and destroyed. 
He would have followed through that night had not Hancock’s 
skirmish on the right at 4:30 o’clock deceived both him and Hooker! 

During all this ttme—Ripley !—the part of the Army massed on the 
road to the right remained passive! A single Division only had come 
up and the generals in command could not resolve to throw it into 
the engagement without seeing its supports! 

Yet the sound of Hooker’s—then Kearny’s—musketry, the roar 
of their guns, were in their ears! Hooker’s guns had been heard 
first in front; then on the side; and they were receding still! The 
balls and the shells began to whistle and shatter the trees. It was 
now about noon and after five hours of battle Sumner resolved to 
act. On the extreme right a brigade under General Hancock passed 
over an old rickety bridge over a creek which the enemy had not 
secured and came within the range of the troops on the left of Fort 
Magruder, and in a position to debouch upon the Confederate flank 
at the Williamsburg works. These troops on the right, ready for a 
flank movement, were in position about I2 o’clock, but made no 
attempt upon the enemy’s flank except desultory shooting until 
nearly 5 o’clock in the afternoon. By this time Kearny had already 
occupied the enemy’s entrenchments, driven them towards Williams- 
burg, and a retreat had been ordered by the Confederate commanders. 

But after remaining in their position for so long a time Han- 
cock’s batteries were felt by the Confederate Left under General 
Early ; and General Early sought and received permission from Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill to advance through a wood to silence them! Reach- 
ing its farther side his forces passed over a fence and heroically 
advanced to the guns of Hancock’s little force over a wide open 
field. 

General Early was soon wounded and the command fell upon the 
gallant Col. McCrae. 

The rebel fighting in the attempt to seize Hancock’s battery and 
drive off the Federal forces was desperate and carried forward 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


by Virginia and South Carolina regiments with a fury and success 
which “elicited the applause of the newspaper correspondents who 
accompanied the Federai troops of General Hancock’s brigade.” 

Success nearly crowned the Southern effort; but Kearny’s assault 
on the works against which Hooker had been striving through the 
long day of eight hours, had convinced Longstreet and Johnston 
that it was high time to withdraw from the contest originally in- 
tended only as a rear guard action to protect the wagon train. This 
retrograde movement was being delayed by the “unnecessary aggres- 
siveness of General Early”, and Colonel M{cCrae “‘received per- 
emptory orders to retire towards Fort Magruder and to pass with 
the rest of the army to Williamsburg”; and so an opportunity to 
destroy Hancock’s unsupported effort was lost. 

At this moment Hancock’s Brigade opened a deadly fire upon the 
rebel troops bravely retreating over the unprotected field extending 
one-half mile to the woods from which they had sprung to the attack; 
“and the fatalities in retiring over this open space were frightful.” 

But the Federals—38 regiments of leaderless troops eager to follow 
and kill—‘“‘made no attempt to charge”; and soon Colonel McCrae’s 
forces reached the wood and their original position to the left of 
Fort Magruder. Kearny bewails bitterly in a letter that Hancock 
failed to follow up the retreating rebels. His letters show that 
Hancock’s failure to do so falsified the military record! Gave Hooker 
and Kearny a false idea of Hancock’s movements. Both felt that 
it would have been far better for Hancock to have withdrawn than 
to have made ‘a defensive battle”. 

At the moment when the battle was nearly over; certainly when 
the enemy had been driven from the field on the left; McClellan 
arrived from Yorktown! The apparent success of Hancock as 
viewed by him,—who had not the slightest idea that McCrae had 
been ordered to retire,—had been decisive. It was dusk; the night 
was coming on and the rain falling in torrents; and the firing con- 
tinued for a time after McCliellan’s arrival. He had been all day 
at Yorktown,—despite the repeated cries for help from General 


_ Hooker,—embarking General Franklin’s Division up the York River 


towards West Point to intercept the enemy’s retreat. He saw only 
Hancock’s “victory” and congratulated him upon his success; “and,” 
writes General de Trobriand, then on the field, ‘‘without taking into 
consideration the long unsupported fight of Hooker and Kearny with 
two Divisions against 25,000 men,—Kearny entering the battle with 
only 1,900,—McClellan telegraphed from the field to Mr. Lincoln 
that Hancock had by ‘a real bayonet charge’ saved the day’’! 

Such the general account of the Battle of Williamsburg and a 
skeleton of Kearny’s part in it. But from McClellan’s Headquarters, 
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—from another member of his staff, comes a military critic’s view 
of the battle—also an eye witness—the Comte de Paris: “The situa- 
tion was becoming serious! But the critical moment was selected 
by fortune for a sudden change! Stimulated less by Sumner’s press- 
ing orders than by the sound of cannon which called him to the 
field, Kearny comes at last to Hooker’s assistance. Pushing his 
Division along the road which is encumbered by wagons he has 
turned to the left and after making his men, fatigued by a long 
march, throw off their knapsacks he deployed them with as much 
precision as if on a drill ground! Of a character difficult to manage, 
of a sharp and satirical turn of mind, this admirable soldier became 
a different man as soon as he found himself in the presence of the 
enemy! His calmness, his piercing glance, his clear voice, his 
orders always precise,—toujours précis’,—inspired the confidence 
of all those who served under him. Deploying two brigades in line 
of battle and holding the third in reserve he allows Hooker’s soldiers 
to pass between intervals of his battalion and takes up the battle 
in the wood in their place. He arrives in time to rescue one of the 
two batteries abandoned a moment before, which the enemy was 
about to seize. The latter, after a stubborn resistance, is driven 
back by Kearny as far as the abatis; but the enemy maintains him- 
self a long time on that difficult ground, being supported by the fire 
from his own works at Fort Magruder. A final effort on the part 
of Kearny’s Division wrests at last a portion of the abatis from the 
Confederates at the very time that the darkness of the evening is 
beginning to spread over the long contested _ battlefield.” 

Such the first great battle of the Civil War in the East upon which 
the eyes of the nation were fastened. In the West Grant & Co.,—ever 
the recipients of the highest praise from General Kearny,—were 
building their fame upon solid achievement; but the national gaze 
was unwilling to travel across the continent to the Mississippi; and 
the eyes of the East were focused through the reading glasses of the 
Herald, Tribune, World and Post upon the battlefield at Williams- 
burg. 

Immediately after the battle at 10 o’clock in the evening of the 
5th, McClellan wired Lincoln his famous,—Kearny thought his in- 
famous,—dispatch: “Headquarters of the Army, Williamsburg, May 
5th, 10 p.wt. Hancock has taken two redoubts; repulsed Early’s bri- 
gade by a real bayonet charge; I fear Hooker has lost considerably’! 

Then on the 6th after Kearny had fully informed Colonel Sweitzer 
of McCiellan’s Staff,—who awakened Kearny at 2 a.m. sleeping on 
the field of battle to receive that oral report,—McClellan still ignores 
Hooker’s and Kearny’s Divisions!’ What motives inspired McClellan 
to continue his practices of suppression from Manassas through 
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Yorktown, through Williamsburg? This was Kearny’s—the Na- 
tion’s—question? The man McClellan is becoming suspect! Hooker 
too is suffering; he is scarcely mentioned: though fighting with a 
Division of 9,000 men against 25,000 Confederates and McClellan’s 
whole army looking on whistling “Home Sweet Home” within 
twenty minutes’ brisk walk of Hooker’s position! Then Kearny 
fighting 20,000 men with 1,900, checking the Hound of War,—bit- 
ing the heels of Hooker’s fleeing forces,—driving them back to 
their entrenchments; out of their entrenchments and off for Rich- 
mond through Williamsburg without stopping and probably saving 
Hancock from disaster. Then the American army entering Wil- 
liamsburg in the person of General Jameson of Kearny’s Division 
on the early morning of the 6th after the same Division in the 
person of identically the same officer had first at midnight occupied 
Fort Magruder. No wonder Kearny begins to speculate as to Mc- 
Clellan’s motives; and how he does it! Until finally when McClellan 
two months later lands up at Harrison’s Landing after being beaten 
back by an inferior force from Kearny’s position,—the nearest ever 
achieved to Richmond, three miles and a half,—Kearny has reached 
his decision and it is not “military imbecility”’,—it is in the alterna- 
tive expressed to McClellan’s face on two occasions: “‘Cowardice 
or treason!” But by that time Lincoln’s entire cabinet had reached 
the same conclusion! 

To Johnnies-on-the-spot McClellan’s allocation of sole credit of 
victory to Hancock was neither just nor unjust; it was just a de- 
liberate falsehood,—a much stronger word was used by many cor- 
respondents in the newspapers writing from the field of battle. It 
was not even caricature; caricature requiring a nucleus of truth in 
the picture to lend it reality. And the Army knew as Colonel 
Sweitzer of McClellan’s staff told Kearny and repeated to many of 
his friends and as McClellan confidentially told others,—see Phil.’s 
letters,—that “Kearny had saved the Army.” 

Kearny rails bitterly—and justly against McClellan’s repeated 
suppression of the Truth!—In Roman Jurisprudence suppressio Vert, 
was one form of lying under oath and was punished accordingly !— 
Not railing against McClellan per se,—in itself—but as sure to tend 
to the demoralization of his Division—a result proved true as Kearny 
wrote at Seven Pines. Then as to “Self”, to quote Phil.: Robbing 
him of his “most precious right” as Professional Soldier,’ “to mili- 
tary renown”! Phil.’s flaming sword had been unsheathed victori- 
ously from what Lee called when he picked up Kearny’s scabbard 
from his dead body at Chantilly, a scabbard designed for a “disabled 


8 This was President Taft’s expression when Kearny’s body was reinterred in 
the National Cemetery. 
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man”, while McClellan, Commander-in-Chief, and four Corps and 
ten Division Commanders kept sheathed their, sabres and listened 
complacently to Hooker’s and Kearny’s battle while the whole army 
and the cause of the Union was in danger! No hypothesis short of 
malicious suppression for a purpose as at Manassas explains McClel- 
lan’s action,—read Kearny’s letters. 

Kearny in writing scientific military data under privilege to Cort- 
landt Parker,—Patriot——and in pouring out his burning soul to 
Agnes, felt that he, Philip Kearny, everywhere lauded as arch type 
of the Volunteer—of the citizen—Soldier as well as a Soldier of the 
Old Army on the Frontier and in Mexico, was both championing the 
Union, the North and the Army, Justice, Truth and His and Hook- 
er’s Divisions; and a careful study of the now available documents 
tends to the judgment that suspicion—soon grown Opinion, then 
Conviction—was “natural” and logical; and that the “secret to all 
this” as Phil. wrote to Parker,—after trying the key to many locks,— 
fit McClellan’s disloyal heart and mind; and at length,—but let’s read 
Phil.’s letters on the subject; they were by no means love letters! 

But was Kearny right in his assumption, if so be, of his Paramount 
Role on this Theatre of War? The Southern Press knew the truth 
and said so in the Richmond Enquirer,—its weekly edition, Vol. 
LVIX for May 2oth, 1862.4 “The eyes of the North are opening to 
the real character of McClellan’s ‘magnificent victory at Williams- 
burg’ and the facts are gradually coming to light. Some of the 
newspapers have very wrongly attributed the Union victory at Wil- 
liamsburg to Hancock’s troops. This is a great mistake. Hancock’s 
conduct was as General McClellan observes in his dispatches, bril- 
liant and ‘superb’; but compared to the bulk of the hard fighting of 
the day, it was a mere dash of a few moments! The hard fighting 
was done by the Divisions of General Philip Kearny and General 
Hooker. They began to fight at 7 o’clock in the morning. Their loss 
as shown by the official reports is over 2,000 killed and wounded; to 
be exact, 2,073. General Kearny’s Division was first to enter Wil- 
liamsburg. His Division alone lost 472 men killed and wounded. 
In Hancock’s whole Division there were not over 30 men killed and 
wounded and most of them were only wounded. Here is a confes- 
sion among the troops named of a loss of 2,103 men killed and 
wounded.” 

The Tribune’s account of the battle published May roth, dated 
Williamsburg May 7th, illustrates not only General Kearny’s con- 


4 The entire research of the southern papers is due to a little letter addressed 
to General Kearny’s most lovely great-granddaughter, Richmond, Virginia, ask- 
ing for a little fragment of information. 
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trolling part but vividly portrays the scene,—makes the battle a living 
reality. 

But the Tribune, too, introduces a theme running through Philip’s 
letters—McClellan’s Political tactics: Defeat would have “driven a 
political party out of power”! 


KEARNY AT WILLIAMSBURG 


The second line of rebel defenses above Yorktown consisted in 
thirteen formidable Earth forts within sure artillery touch with each 
other. One of them Fort Magruder was of great strength. Most 
of these forts were in front of the Divisions of Kearny and Hooker 
which formed the extreme left. There was no infantry whatever 
beyond this corps. Full two-thirds of the Southern army engaged 
in this important battle was therefore massed against Heintzelman’s 
Corps composed of Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions. 

Soon the fight became serious. The great preponderance of the 
Rebels with their carefully cultivated contempt for the courage of 
the Northern men impelled themselves upon our regiments with au- 
dacity and the characteristic rage of their civilization. The steadiness 
and pluck of the Northerners was what was expected of disciplined 
American troops. Our musketry was terribly destructive. 

It however began to exhaust the cartridge boxes! Soon the equi- 
librium of the fight was lost; and the result to General Heintzelman’s 
experienced eye when he arrived on the field at 1:45 wore a doubtful 
look. 

He instantly sent to Kearny for reinforcements; then hurried an 
orderly to General Sumner to represent to him the instant necessity 
for his reinforcing him with more troops or by a diversion to be 
made by an attack on his part of the enemy’s lines. 

To Kearny in his rear full eight miles off he sent staff officer 
after staff officer to hurry him to extraordinary efforts to come up! 

It was now that Death passed fastest through our ranks; and men 
fell to earth in heaps! A Massachusetts regiment, in order to set 
the example of resistance to the retreating regiments fleeing from 
the field fixed bayonets on their empty musket barrels and standing 
still awaited the coming avalanche. Ten minutes more and we wou!d 
have been ruined,—8,000 men against 25,000! Ten minutes more 
would have saved the Rebellion; and caused the recognition of the 
revolted states. Ten minutes more would have crushed military 
reputations; and driven a political party out of power. 

And just at this moment Brigadier General Berry of Kearny’s 
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Division, directed by General Kearny to reinforce Hooker at any 
cost, wading through the mud and rain at syich speed that the 
brigade actually overtook and passed three other brigades, came in 
sight. General Heintzelman shouted aloud the name of Kearny from 
sheer gratitude; ran to the nearest band and ordered it to meet 
Kearny’s regiments with “Yankee Doodle’, and to give them march- 
ing time into the field of fire with the “Star Spangled Banner”. A 
wild “hurrah” went up from the Army! With a yell that was electric 
the three regiments of Kearny’s Division, Berry’s Brigade, went to 
the front; formed a line nearly half a mile long; and commenced 
firing such a volley that no troops on earth could have stood before 
them ! 

At the double quick Kearny’s troops dashed with the bayonet at 
the Rebel array; and sent them flying from the field into their earth- 
works and drove them out behind, and then invited the Rebels to 
retake them which was attempted four times unsuccessfully. 

The equilibrium of the battle was now restored and it was 4 
o’clock and Generals Jameson and Birney of Kearny’s Division ex- 
horted by Kearny came up with their brigades covered with mud and 
steaming with the rain. They went to the front and soon the tide 
of the fight turned backwards. The timely arrival of Kearny’s com- 
mand saved the day! 

We were ready for the renewal of the fight early the next morn- 
ing. But in the mists of the rainy night the Confederates stole 
out of their entrenchments and retreated towards and through Wil- 
liamsburg. 

Between 6 and 7 o’clock the next morning General Jameson of 
Kearny’s Division was in possession of Williamsburg; only half an 
hour before the rear guard of the Confederates had passed out of 
the town.® Such the picture in the Tribune which formed the popu- 
lar conception of that bloody field! 

General Sumner had failed to respond to Heintzelman’s appeal. 
None others had volunteered their assistance to Kearny and Hooker 
although within sound of the guns and a short little walk! Yet 
Sumner, under McClellan in chief command, had the nerve to report: 
“General Hooker became engaged; he had some fighting; and I 
ordered Kearny to support him and he participated in the fight’. 
Sumner hides the bushel under the light. 

General Early, who was fighting Hancock, wrote his reminiscences 
of the battle and he recalled, writing out cf his contemporaneous 
report, that when the order to retreat to Williamsburg was received 


5 If the bulk of the 38 idle regiments had pursued Johnston at this hour into 
Williamsburg following Kearny’s Division, Johnston never could have escaped. 
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the regiments had advanced to a point of comparative shelter; but 
when they retired they suffered severely from the enemy’s guns for 
they had to retire over a bare field. .. . “Had one of the brigades 
which had come up from the position from which mine had advanced 
been ordered up in support, Hancock’s whole force would have been 
captured as the route for retreat was over a narrow mill dam”, 
General Early also refers to McClellan’s despatch in which McClellan 
said that: “Feigning to retreat slowly Hancock awaited their onset 
and then turned upon them with the bayonet routing and dispersing 
the whole force.” Of this report Early recalls that it was “entirely 
devoid of truth. My regiments were not repulsed but retired under 
orders and there was no charge by the enemy with or without bayo- 
nets”. General Longstreet, Phil.’s antagonist, tells the same story: 
“The conduct of General Hancock was given heroic proportions by 
his Chief who characterized him as ‘Superb’ to relieve by his pic- 
turesque figure of speech the disaster on his left’. Of course that is 
the real truth; Kearny plainly shows it in his letters. 

On the day of the battle the Prince de Joinville, while on his way 
to urge McClellan to leave Yorktown, met his nephew, also on 
McClellan’s staff, the Duke de Chartres. “Everything”, said the 
Duke, “is going to the Devil! There is nobody capable of com- 
manding; and as you know McClellan is at Yorktown and several 
aides have not been able to induce him to come.” De Trobbriand 
concludes the chapter:® “When McClellan finally decided to leave 
Yorktown at the urgent solicitation of Governor Sprague and the 
Prince de Joinville, he reached the battlefield when everything was 
over. One need not be very much surprised that knowing nothing 
himself of what had happened, but in a great hurry to give an account 
of the battle, he had sent a despatch at 10 o’clock in the evening the 
errors of which bordered on the ridiculous”. He then quotes McClel- 
lan’s despatch; and advances, laughingly, toward Hancock’s redoubts: 
“ “He repulsed Early’s Brigade by a real bayonet charge.’ ‘He took 
a colonel and 180 prisoners; killing at least 200 and as many lieu- 
tenant colonels and many soldiers.’ As to Hooker, he hardly men- 
tions him, all he says is ‘I do not know exactly what our loss is; 
but I fear Hooker has lost considerable on our left’. That is all. 
Not a word about Kearny. And yet Hooker’s Division had fought 


6 Since the issue is now joined between Kearny and McClellan,—later between 
Lincoln in the White House, represented by Kearny holding identic military and 
political opinions on the field;—at least Mr. Lloyd Lewis, who has written one 
of the great books on the Civil War has so written this author,—foreign observ- 
ers and two of these on McClellan’s Staff and all actually on the field are selected 
to interpret the issues now and later; and to furnish a view of Kearny as soldier. 
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for six hours with a desperation shown by a loss of about 1,700 men; 
Kearny’s Division 300. Was the General-in-Chief ignorant of this? 
Or were those accessories invisible to him on account of the bril- 
lant achievement of the capture of two unoccupied redoubts and of 
a real charge with the bayonet?” 

It is plain that Hooker and Kearny fought the battle in the 
presence of 30,000 idle troops;? that Kearny saved Hooker; and 
so the army; and Kearny makes no bones about two things: The 
outrage of a commander, whether Heintzelman who claimed supreme 
command on the field, or Sumner who e-rercised it, or McClellan 
fighting from the Rear seat at Yorktown, allowing the great Hooker 
with 9,000 men to fight the whole Confederate army; and next makes 
no bones about telling his Lawyer,—and so Lincoln as we shall see,— 
and his beloved Agnes the exact truth. 

But perhaps these are mere experts who are talking,—professional 
soldiers. Did the unknown soldier see the affair in the same way 
through his stupid eyes? 

Two Chaplains, Gerrish and Hutchinson, one in the Northern, one 
in the Southern army, wrote one of the fascinating books on the 
war, “The Blue and the Gray” and of Kearny’s part at Williams- 
burg ; this Synthetic Person writes: “Hooker’s troops exhausted their 
ammunition and would undoubtedly have been driven from the 
field. But at 4 o’clock in the afternoon® the Division of General 
Kearny came up on the double quick; relieved Hooker’s men; re- 
established the battle and held their position’. Doctor Cudworth, 
chaplain of the First Massachusetts, chronicles that Kearny came up 
on the double quick, puffing and reeking with moisture and spat- 
tered all over with mud as were his brigadiers, Generals Berry and 
Birney. “They were welcomed with tears of joy which ran down 
over more than one anxious and battle-stained cheek as they 
splashed eagerly along.” They went upon the field as a strong man 
rejoiceth to run a race! With irresistible impetus they advanced; 
pouring volley after volley; throwing away knapsacks, overcoats, and 
blankets, crowding up into the very faces of the rebels who now 
stubbornly contested the ground inch by inch. 

“Faster and faster flew the deadly missiles as the rebels withered 
and melted away under the scorching volleys of General Kearny’s 
Division. At last they broke up and fell back towards Williamsburg, 


7 Hooker’s famous paragraph “that History would not believe” that this was a 
fact is quoted in Horace Greeley’s History of the War,—which History doesn’t 
believe as popularly interpreted! It is “unbelievable” ! 

8 Kearny and Berry’s Brigade arrived at 2:45. The balance of Kearny’s 
troops at intervals before 4 P.m. 
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leaving their dead and wounded in our hands and the hard fought 
field in our possession.” ® 

Then McClellan offers his “Apologia” a week after the battle. 
The New Jersey papers had complained bitterly. Apparently ‘‘the 
goods,” it drew forth from Phil. who knew news when he saw it, 
the word “imposter”; for as Phil. details in question and answer 
form in his letters to Parker the full text of his oral report—2 a.M., 
May 6th—of the battle to Colonel Sweitzer, McClellan’s aide, Kearny 
now knows,—and no one but Colonel Sweitzer and McClellan could 
know that Kearny knows,—that McClellan told simply an untruth 
when he wrote of his ignorance of Kearny’s and Hooker’s battle 
in his telegram to Stanton on the 6th of M ay from Williamsburg 
following his telegram at 10 o’clock of the night before. Besides 
Kearny viewed the retraction as futile, now as then “Old news was 
No news,” at least that’s the way Phil. saw it. McClellan’s Apologia 
reads like this: 

“Without waiting further for official reports which have not yet 
reached me, I wish to bear testimony to the splendid conduct of 
Hooker’s and Kearny’s Divisions under command of General Heint- 
zelman in the battle of Williamsburg. Their bearing was worthy of 
veterans. Hooker’s Division for hours gallantly withstood the at- 
tack of greatly superior numbers with very heavy loss. 

“Kearny arrived in time to restore the fortunes of the day; and 
came most gallantly into action. 

“If I had the full information I now have in regard to the troops 
above named when I first telegraphed they would have been specially 
mentioned and commended. I spoke only of what I knew at the 
time and shall rejoice to do full justice to all engaged. Geo. B. 
McClellan, Major General Commanding.” 

Besides on the night of the battle at 9:30 Heintzelman writes 
Sumner from Swinner’s headquarters where McClellan one-half hour 
later wrote his despatch: “We have been hard pressed all day and 
nothing but the opportune arrival of General Kearny’s Division 
saved us from defeat.” Then Heintzelman reports fully to General 
McClellan on May 7th, enclosing all the Divisional and Brigade re- 
ports. Yet McClellan writes four days later about awaiting “fuller 
reports” !—something wrong with this picture, General McClellan !— 
but see Kearny’s letters. They are not only good sometimes classic 


® Campaigns of a Non-combatant: “Hancock’s charge was a myth. McClel- 
lan reported it as he reported everything. His system of laudation was nothing 
more than a part and parcel of his system of self-deception. General Han- 
cock’s first laurels were gained at Williamsburg; his celebrated ‘charge’ was 
altogether fictitious; the musket, not the bayonet, gave us the victory.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


literature; they are what is infinitely more important: History and 
interesting “soliloquies”; so thought Cortlandt Parker. 

But how did Phil.’s light shine in the eyes of his enemies: across 
the field of battle. Did it blind them to his courage? 

Fortunately Colonel Estvan of the Prussian Army was now serving 
in the Confederate Army and saw Phil. play his flaming act. No 
wonder the delightful Miss Ewell—,“Becky” Ewell,—the sister of 
Phil.’s old friend of the Mexican charge at whose house near Wil- 
liamsburg Phil. stayed while at Williamsburg, told Phil. that “his 
old friends had told her all about him’! Colonel Estvan looks across 
the field and sees that Hooker’s position became every minute more 
critical and desperate; felt Hooker’s daring had imprudently led him 
into an engagement which he might have avoided but that he was 
too high spirited and too much excited; and when he found out the 
mistake he had made, that he had to deal not only with Howell Cobb’s 
Brigade but with a whole corps d’ Armée, that he “sent to General 
McClellan for support”! Then Estvan sees something ahead in the 
distance which alike delights and concerns him! He looks furtively 
over his shoulder towards Williamsburg and the road leading to the 
Chickahominy! The Prussian sees a soldier in the offing whose 
reputation on foreign fields was known to him! “General McClellan 
acceded to Hooker’s urgent appeal and immediately ordered up Gen- 
eral Philip Kearny to Hooker’s aid. He could not have sent a better 
man! Kearny was of that chivalrous character so often to be met 
with in the French Army. He had lost an arm in the Mexican War 
and he afterwards joined the French Army as volunteer aide-de- 
camp in the Italian Campaign, greatly distinguishing himself at both 
Solferino and Magenta. He brought up his men at the double quick 
to support Hooker although the execrable state of the roads retarded 
him; but he eventually reached the hard pressed Division of General 
Hooker. It was a fine sight to see Kearny lead on his troops eager 
for the fight as they were! He seemed to be ubiquitous, now leading 
on his troops, now ordering up a battery; in another moment charg- 
ing at the head of his men. His striking manly form was present 
where the fighting was thickest, setting a noble example to his soldiers. 
The opposing troops were soon intermingled in a regular melée, and 
both sides fought desperately. The struggle which had commenced 
at the verge of a wood was gradually drawn into the forest itself 
and here under the cracking branches of venerable trees, amidst the 
roar of artillery, many desperate hand-to-hand encounters took place 
such as have seldom been witnessed in other wars. There was some- 
thing so wild and terrible in the aspect of that day’s strife, ail those. 
who have survived it must look back upon it with a shudder.” 

The French military historian, General Grasset, writes doubtless 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


from the reports he had gathered from those who had personally 
seen Kearny in the fray. But he wrote history,—military history for 
the education of the youths of the French Army; Truth was his 
motto as Teacher. “Le feu est terrible. Hooker who marches at 
the head is brought back with great losses: les soldats de Kearny 
tiennent de longues heures... . Night falls! There is the red flare 
from the cannon fire producing images in outline of men on the 
field. On this background stands out in sharp relief the white horse 
of General Kearny, pacing in front of the troops. The proud sil- 
houette of General Kearny appears like the genius of wars—La fiere 
silhouette de General apparait comme le geme de la guerre!’ One 
asks one’s self how existence can be carried on in this living hell hole! 
. . . This splendid soldier’s hour has not yet come! The brilliant 
Kearny, the volunteer in Africa and of Italy; the rich officer who 
has paid his debt to our country, is destined to fall one day in 
trying to repair the faults of his general.” 

Heintzelman now “views” the scene; Kearny is emphatic in his 
letters that Heintzelman was not “with me at the front”! 

“I cannot find words to express my admiration of the gallantry of 
Kearny and Hooker. General Jameson of Kearny’s Division was 
the first officer at W iuliamsburg. I cannot close my report. without 
commending anew Generals Kearny and Hooker for their unreserved 
exertions and conspicuous gallantry ; General Kearny lost two mem- 
bers of his staff killed’. 

And so on the faith of Heintzelman’s report we must add to 
“First” in Mexico and First at Alexandria, Manassas and Yorktown ; 
and Fort Magruder: “First at Williamsburg”. 

In Kearny’s Division fought the ancestor of a well known New 
Yorker; Governor Roosevelt’s counsel in “Jimmie” Walker’s removal 
proceedings from the mayoralty; and in Kearny’s report his gallant 
conduct is mentioned: “The colonel of the 37th New York reports 
the conduct of all his officers worthy of mention and as worthy of 
special notice Sargeant Martin Conboy of Company B, 37th New 
York.” : 

Professor Michie in his Biography of McClellan,—we have already 
had a little talk from this West Point professor at Yorktown,—speaks 
as learned military man of Kearny’s part at Williamsburg : 

“Kearny’s regiment began to gain ground and ultimately forced 
the enemy from their advanced position in the captured batteries. 
The vigorous resistance offered by the troops of Generals Hooker’s 
and Kearny’s Divisions that were actually engaged is best illustrated 
by their losses. In Kearny’s Division the aggregate loss of 416 was 
distributed among five regiments, 219 in Berry’s and 117 in Birney’s. 
Official reports of the Confederate losses against Kearny and 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Hooker were 1,050 which shows the desperate character of the con- 
test on this part of the field against the shght skirmishing of Han- 
cock in the late afternoon.!° The attention of the Confederates was 
wholly occupied in the battle going on on their right. 

The London Times on May 24th wrote a true story: It is not 
the flattery of compliment to say that Kearny saved the army! It 
is the truth which the soldiers and officers on the left surely know. 

Throughout Phil.’s letters, soon to be read, and for the editing of 
which,—the understanding of them,—the salient features of the sub- 
jects of their narrative are now being thrown on the screen, the 
refrain is constant that there is a clique running this war on the 
Peninsula. It is useless to bring forward a cloud of witnesses— 
after the fatal field of the Plains of Manassas, General Schurz and 
General Gibbon, ideal Volunteer and West Pointer, will hold the 
Stage on this interesting subject. But now at this very time the 
pressure upon Lincoln’s ear is so strong that it loosens his tongue 
and he writes McClellan a confidential letter which shows how 
strongly scandalous the conduct of the clique has grown: 


LINCOLN ON McCLELLAN’S CLIQUE 


White House, May 9, 1862. My dear Sir. I wish to say a word 
or two to you quietly. I ordered the Army Corps organization on 
the unanimous opinions of every military man. Your struggle 
against it is resented in quarters which cannot be entirely ignored. 
It is looked upon as merely an effort to pamper one or two pets; 
and to persecute and disgrace their supposed rivals. I am told con- 
stantly you have no communications with the three highest officers 
with you; that you consult with nobody but Generals Porter and 
Franklin. 

Do the commanders of corps disobey your orders in anything ? 
When you relieved General Hamilton of his command the other day, 
you thereby lost the confidence of at least one of your best friends 
in the Senate. And let me say that both Senators and Representatives 
speak of me in their places as they please without question and that 
officers of the Army must cease addressing insulting letters to them 
for taking no greater liberties with them. 

But to return: Are you strong enough,—are you strong enough 
even with my help,—to set your foot upon the necks of Sumner, 
Heintzelman and Keyes? Yours truly, A. Lincoln. 


10 This language is literally, unknown to Professor Michie, a sentence from 
one of Kearny’s letters! ; 


11 Kearny succeeded Hamilton. 
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When McClellan was fighting in Mexico his two diary entries 
were read into the record for use just as this moment; one about 
his amibitions, one about “the cursed volunteers’! Throughout this 
period the newspapers published unsigned letters which told of the 
attitude of the Commander-in-Chief and of the West Pointers gen- 
erally to the volunteer. In the New York Times of August 8th the 
Editor wrote that the West Pointers are a class apart; to mix with 
them is about as hard for the American common soldier as for the 
private of the regular army to rise beyond a sargeant. Of course, 
Phil. was a part of the Old Army, commanded entirely in Mexico in 
its chief posts by non-West Pointers,—and the Army of the Potomac 
was called a “West Point Army.” At that time—in Mexico—no such 
antagonism was felt. Never was between the general officers fighting 
in the Peninsula who belonged to that Old Army as most all of them 
did. But the fact as stated by Lincoln and the Tunes was a half 
truth that around McClellan had gathered a clique,—accidentally West 
Pointers,—who to the world falsely represented that institution—and 
hurt it.?? 

Kearny’s military dogma practiced in action in Mexico, at 
Manassas, Yorktown and Williamsburg, counseled “Following 
Through” with overwhelming numbers engaging in battle and de- 
stroying Johnston’s army. But McClellan, professed Tactician and 
Strategist, remains for days at Williamsburg and follows leisurely 
up the Peninsula to White House Landing. Franklin, whose em- 
barkation to destroy General Johnston by a flank movement, was Mc- 
Clellan’s justification for remaining out of a fight, has a love skirmish - 
with a portion of Johnston’s army at West Point; and Johnston 
escapes ! #5 

12 Little data critical of West Point appeared in the American press; but 
abroad the practical defects of its educational system,—no one breathed a word 
against its superb engineering education,—were analyzed for self-instruction. 
Le Moniteur, November 22nd, 1862, found that the CRESS was taught an _ 
implacable discipline; eiquette was carried “au outrance”’; the aristocratic, not *: 
the democratic, spirit was inculcated; ail of which, capable. of being taught grad- 
ually over several years to chosen characters in their early teens, was wholly 
unsuited for the instruction of 700,000 older raw citizen recruits and volunteers, 
instinct with the spirit of democracy. And when the captain became Major 
General and the Cadet a Colonel “with the vast disproportion between his edu- 
cation and his experience’ due to the necessity of obtaining officers, not for an 
army of 200,000 men but for millions, “the West Point education practically 
became a source of weakness.” The South, it was pointed out, being “aristo- 
cratic,” more easily accepted the “Martinetcy”; yet this comment in the Dispatch 
May oth points to a like feeling: “West Point is an admirable school; but 
human nature and the management of volunteers 1s not taught there.” 

18In this engagement, Kearny’s old brigade made the principal attack,—the 
Division and the Brigade in the first and second battles on the Peninsula. See 
infra. 
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Gurowski says McClellan and his clique professed to be great 
tacticians and strategists and despised the Battle Soldier symbolized 
—to him—supremely in Phil. Kearny,—who incidentally was symbol 
of neither’; but of Soldier; that is, alike fighter and strategist, and able 
to “fight his strategy” as few men ever did, which of course McClel- 
lan was incapable of. Let’s watch the battle of Williamsburg and the 
campaign in the light of the evolution of an idea: McClellan, Symbol 
of Tactician against Phil. Kearny, Symbol of “Soldier” ; and first for 
a Confederate opinion: of “Following Through” at Williamsburg, and 
beating Johnston and capturing Richmond. 

“I can make this one criticism of General McClellan that he did not 
have a flying column mobilized and ready to advance promptly and 
overtake Johnston’s retreating army.” He might easily have added 
that had Kearny not been called to come from the rear but had 
embarked instead of Franklin on the White House expedition 
Johnston’s army might well have been thrown into the Chickahominy. 

The Comte de Paris after commenting on the opportunity to throw 
the Divisions left at Yorktown, two of which McClellan upon leaving 
for the front had not embarked, to attack the enemy in retreat from 
Williamsburg tells us: “Notwithstanding the presence of General Mc- 
Clellan this opportunity was lost, in consequence of delays not yet 
accounted for. Now as at Annandale three months later Franklin 
though embarked was still at Yorktown on the evening of the battle 
and had heard the low thunder of Hooker’s guns in that conflict,” 
and Major General John Watts de Peyster writes in Phil.’s biography 
that victory if followed up would have given us the rebel Capital. 
“Richmond was thrown into confusion.” Later we shall read the 
History of Richmond’s psychology from present consternation to 
supreme confidence. 

The Confederate Commander-in-Chief in defending himself on 
May 109th against the charge that he was beaten shows McClellan’s 
opportunity: Had the enemy beaten us on the 5th as he claims, we 
should have pursued from Williamsburg on the following morn- 
ing. Our troops engaged leaving Williamsburg on the following 
morning marched but twelve miles; and the army in its march to the 
cross-roads averaged less than ten miles a day. Our flank would have 
been turned at West Point tf pursued. 

But all this tactical business, this fighting business and everything 
else was subordinated in Kearny’s “Strategy” to the primary object, 
the Nation and the Union. It was also to Phil. Kearny a disastrous 
sacrifice of human life to exercise his great military skill and then 
have McClellan fill the great hospitals at Williamsburg College with 
wrecked human sacrifices. To end the war now and to crush the 
Rebellion would have made away with the scenes that pierced the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


bottoms of his being and which found him in the hospitals not putting 
his hand on dying men’s foreheads, but in practically aiding the 
wounded from his own pocketbook’ and he was boundlessly liberal in 
this direction. But what he saw was not pleasant and he cursed the 
day that McClellan’s inaction prophesied many repetitions of the 
scene. “I cannot forget,” declared a spectator, “my first observations 
of the hospitals! Such sights I never before witnessed and pray I 
may never do so again!” Hurried from the battlefield and thrown 
together in the most reckless manner the sufferers were just as they 
had fallen. Neither washed nor dressed with the blood of their 
ghastly wounds drying upon them; without refreshments or consola- 
tion they presented a picture of woe rarely equalled. Here were the 
stiff bodies of those who had died in the night. “In one room I 
counted half a dozen such.” The floors and cots were red with blood. 
Many of the sufferers were speechless. “Some of the wounded were 
exactly the same as I had seen them on the battlefield.” One poor 
fellow whose skull was crushed had slipped from his cot out on the 
floor and was dying in dreadful agony. The clothes of all were wet 
from the drenching storm of Monday and their plight was entirely 
beyond relation. Not to have followed and destroyed Johnston when 
it was plainly in McClellan’s power,—well Phil. thought it was just 
murder. 

Tales of atrocious treachery and cruelty fanning the flame of hatred 
——some said it was a military device to train the soldiers to take or 
give no quarter, that reports of treachery were spread through the 
soldiers,—appeared not infrequently in private letter and diary ; some- 
times stories of uncertain origin appeared in the papers; very rarely 
in Official Reports. Yet Heintzelman at Williamsburg reports “two 
authentic instances” of what he called “dastardly conduct”; against 
which Phil.’s friend, General Pickett, counterclaimed at the Battle of 
Seven Pines,—in both cases the treacherous use of the White Flag. 

But the real warfare was as Colonel Estvan described it, stand-up 
combat between men fighting for a Cause and the best illustration of 
this conduct was given in Colonel Poe’s report to Philip Kearny; it 
was magnificent; it certainly caught the heroic Poe’s imagination; 
it must have been a fight between representative soldiers, North and 
South: “I ought perhaps to speak of Private Allen, a new recruit, 
never having had a musket until the day before. He was found 
dead beside a dead foe, each transfixed by the other’s bayonet” ! 

Miscellaneous episodes,—some very interesting,—found their way 
into the written records. Major Elderkin—of Fort Gibson—saw 
Kerney while Elderkin was taking the wounded off the field ride to the 
Zouaves whose colonel was taken prisoner and saying, “Where is your 
colonel, boys?”—‘“We don’t know”, was the answer.—Then Phil. 
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said: “Follow me” and “he led them on to a gallant charge’’; and the 
Major adds, “Constantly Kerney exposed himself in this way.” 

Years later when General de Peyster was writing his Biography 
of Philip Kearny, he wrote to General Hooker who turned up at de 
Peyster’s splendid place at Tivoli on the Hudson. Hooker told de 
Peyster one thing he shouldn’t Jet it get out of Mis biography, ‘“The 
remarkable fact which you ought not to forget in your narrative of 
that fight. Kearny’s Division was the last to leave Yorktown and 
was the first to come to my assistance and to arrive at the field.” 

In the confidence of his privileged letters to Agnes Phil. tells her 
lots of “tales” !—again to quote Parker “Soliloquies’”—which must be 
interpreted accordingly. Among other things he tells her of his 
exposing himself in battle—with a purpose—and of the enemy de- 
liberately firing at him. Later on at Seven Pines the wounded in the 
hospital, prisoners of war, tell the same story. On the field of 
Williamsburg it was said by an onlooker that the rebel soldiers 
watched Phil. with intense interest and were directed by their officers 
to take a bead on that ‘‘one-armed devil’, as they dubbed him; but 
failing to get him, a whole regiment, the Fifth Carolina, deliberately 
aimed at him; but his “life was apparently charmed” and his work 
went on uninterruptedly.** 

On May 30th, 1862, “E. W. L.” wrote from near the battlefield, 
“Do you know that some rebels taken prisoners said they and others 
were ordered to fire and in every way try to kill that general with one 
arm doing so much mischief” ! 7 

Phil. was naturally very anxious,—so was Hooker,—to see what 
possible psychology moved around in Sumner’s brain in his extraor- 
dinary conduct during the battle. So Kearny characteristically rides 
over to Sumner’s Headquarters, and doubtless after passing a few 
words with his old friend about his first assignment at Fort Leaven- 
worth as escort for Pottawattomie Indians has a talk with “Old 
Sumner”, and then comes back to Hooker’s Headquarters with one 
of the most extraordinary stories ever told. Kearny told Hooker 
that he had just seen Sumner and that to his astonishment,—needless 
to say to Hooker’s astonishment plus!—that the Battle of Williams- 
burg was not understood; that McClellan had understood it as an 
affair of the heads of columns while Hooker claimed that the attack 
was made upon General Hooker! 

“It was on the contrary”, said Sumner, “‘a real pitched battle in 
which I was in command. The attack on Hooker was a mere feint. 
The intention was to break through our center; but I frustrated the 
design and had my men drawn up in five lines. Seeing the disposi- 
tions I had made they did not dare attack!” And so Sumner lost a 

14 Incidents of the Civil War by Frazer Kirklin. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


couple of hundred men and Hooker and Kearny lost 2300! Such 
the feint upon General Hooker! Hooker on this occasion actually 
said: “Why, that makes me feel faint!” 

One episode occurred just as Kearny went into the fray,—and in 
view of the fact that Hooker had been beaten and Heintzelman for 
six hours was lost in the shuffle, certainly for two hours and a half, 
the scene is amusing.’ 

When Phil. came up, General Heintzelman approached him, 
“Hadn’t you better let. Hooker go in and help you? You are a 
stranger to your command?” Kearny laughed outright in his face! 
And the event proved the laugh! “General Heintzelman, on every 
occasion I can make men follow me to hell’! And right after the 
battle Phil. wrote Agnes that he knew that his men now realized 
that he knew “his business.” They had no doubt of his courage. 

Of all the despatches McClellan wrote during the campaign ;— 
of all the letters and documents—these following four of Williams- 
burg origin which will be repeated in other forms throughout the cam- 
paign are the most singular: “I count on a life and death struggle. 
If I am not reinforced will have to fight double my number strongly 
entrenched.” Again: “I find no fighting men left on the Peninsula; 
all such are in the ranks of the opposing foe. The whole body of the 
Confederate officers have no Union feeling.” How was this known! 
We will read this again after Col. Key’s talk with Howell Cobb. At 
the very moment when the enemy was abandoning his positions at 
Williamsburg on the night of the sth and just at the very time that 
Kearny’s Division in the person of General Jamison was entering Fort 
Magruder and Williamsburg, McClellan wrote: “I have Joe Johnston 
in front of me with a large force much greater than mine and very 
strongly entrenched. I will at least try to hold them in check here. 
The total of my force is without any doubt inferior to that of the 
rebels who still fight well. But I will do all that I can with the 
troops at my disposal.” One Hundred Twelve Thousand three hun- 
dred and ninety-three men against fifty-three thousand. And then: 
“Are you satisfied with my bloodless victory? When I came up I was 
satisfied I could save the Army!’ 16 

Can you blame Kearny for the wildest kind of imaginations about 

15 Heintzelman was at Sumner’s Headquarters for four hours after the begin- 
ning of the battle, leaving there at eleven o’clock, when he left for Hooker’s 
position a mile and a half distant. He did not arrive till one-thirty. No man 
knows what he was doing in the interim. A look at his letters in the Congres- 
sional Library throws no light on the subject. 

16 The vicious circle of news falsely founded, found its way into Congressional 
action. Congress thanked McClellan profoundly “for important results with little 
loss of human life.” And hence the bunk which becomes history founded on 
apparently authoritative documentation. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


such a tactician, such a strategist, such a soldier? And Kearny’s 
imagination quickened by the Celt and the Gaul that was in him 
checked and double-checked by the shrewd planning, cautious judg- 
ment of his Scotch and English forebears reached a conciusion,—-but 
see his letters! : 

The Battle is now behind us. Kearny is at a loss to thank his 
Division. His Maine and Michigan troops both were equally willing 
to serve but the Maine boys had been withheld by their corps com- 
mander. So he makes a point of rectifying any false inferences on 
the part of the homefolks. Kearny’s theory which he fought for in 
the New Jersey Legislature through Parker was—as we know— 
against melding New Jersey troops in the mass of troops from other. 
states; state pride, state patriotism, in some sense “states right,” 
was his formula.17 He immediately gets off this letter to Governor 
Washburn: As Commanding General of this Division of which two 
of the generals commanding brigades, Generals Jameson and Berry, as 
well as two regiments, the Third Maine, Colonel Staples, and the 
Fourth, Colonel Walker, form a part, I take this opportunity of 
calling to your notice their meritorious conduct in the late fight and to 
display the fact that although these regiments were not sufferers in 
the late engagement having been detached by General Heintzelman 
to guard the left flank, by their steady and imposing attitude, they con- 
tributed to the success of those more immediately engaged. “And I 
assure you, Sir, that with such material commanded by such sterling 
officers nothing but success can crown our efforts when the occasion 
arises,”’—a prophecy perfectly proven! 

After Williamsburg McClellan strolls up the Peninsula; reaches 
White House—Mrs. Lee’s home—where he establishes Headquarters 
and a base of operations against the capital of the Confederacy. So 
slow had been his stroll at the rate of two miles a day for twenty- 
two days that the wits in the Army, dubbed him the “Virginia 
Creeper”! At Williamsburg Phil. stopped for two days at the lovely 
residence of Miss Ewell as her guest which he speaks of in his 
letters. This charming “little old lady” referred to was undoubtedly 
Ewell’s sister Rebecca. “Lizzie” was his niece, then in her early 
twenties. By a process of exclusion everyone may be eliminated 
except Miss Rebecca, an older sister. Dick Ewell,—the General, 
“old Baldy”—was 451° at the time, and his sister, Rebecca, was 54. 
Colonel Benjamin Ewell, his older brother, was President of William 


17 When finally Lincoln’s Cabinet were convinced of the danger of McClellan’s 
employing the army for a coup d’état as he actually planned,—see infra—the 
object of “his clique” in opposing Kearny’s decentralization of State Troops 
became plain. 

18 Ewell’s troops, familiarly, and always affectionately, so called him. 
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and Mary College. He had two residences, one in Williamsburg, the 
official residence of the President pf the College, which he rarely 
occupied, and the other was three miles out of the town, and this 
is undoubtedly the place where General Kearny stayed.1® Glad he 
did, for the Ewell house in the country was charming,—all Ewell! 

After the battle Johnston without stopping passes through Wil- 
liamsburg; skirmishes with Franklin at West Point and when Mc- 
Clellan reaches White House, is safely beyond Fair Oaks Station, a 
point beyond which McClellan’s Army never reaches. He reaches it 
on August 25th, by its occupation by Generals Hooker and Kearny 
after the battle of Oak Ridge.?° 

South of McClellan’s position at “White House’,—the old Custis 
place, where General Washington had spent his early married life, 
occupied by Mrs. General Lee who remained within the Federal lines 
for a month—lay the Chickahominy River. By May 30th McClellan 
had thrown Keyes’ and Heintzelman’s Corps across the river, to its 
southern bank, facing the main body of the rebel army; thus inviting 
attack and defeat of his left wing by the combined rebel Force, 
should the Chickahominy, swollen by the terrible ‘rains, prevent his 
right wing from joining his left. 

It needed none of Kearny’s letters,—it was a matter of common 
sense,—that the two corps on the south side were in imminent danger. 
The Voice of military Historians is so loud against this “strategy”, 
—soon to be so nearly fatal at Seven Pines,—that a voluntary officer 
of distinction, but with no pretense to being “Military Rabbi,” will 
express it. General Martin Curtis of New York and St. Lawrence 
County: “That this situation violated an important military maxim 
as well as the plainest principles of common sense was well known 
to McClellan’. 

As the 1st of June approached—the army in this perilous position 
—reports from the front, one particularly on May 2ist, in the “un- 
censored” foreign papers “felt the feel” of an approaching battle; 
“Tt is easy to see by the despatches that a great battle before Richmond 
is at hand. People ask themselves if the Confederates will defend 
Richmond,”—so the Washington correspondent of the Journal des 
Débats told its readers on June 8th: and on the 29th of May the same 
question is asked in the same paper: ‘‘Will the Confederates defend 

19 A private letter by Dr. Percy Hamlin to this author. His wife is a niece in 
her generation of General Ewell. 

20The Herald ascribed to Phil.’s brigade the principal part, and describes its 
first battle—at West Point: “The New Jersey Regiment received orders to 
charge the battery and at it they went with loud cheers that made the very forest 
ring! Before the Jersey boys got through the woods the rebels turned tail and 
ran.” Brick House Point, not West Point across the stream, is the right name 
of the battlefield. Richmond Dispatch May 14th; Herald May 7th. 
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Richmond against an attack which seems imminent ;” so strong was 
this foreign opinion which went forward without censorship that on 
May 27th it was reported in that paper that Richmond had been taken; 
“But the rumor has not yet been confirmed!” Grant will confirm it 
in three years! 

Then suddenly about noon of the 31st of May firing heavier and 
more sustained than that which the troops on the north bank of the 
Chickahominy had been so long accustomed to hear, ‘“Rouses us all. 
General Kearny who had just stopped to make a call on General 
Sedgwick remounted his horse and galloped off in great haste to his 
own command” ;—so wrote General Sedgwick’s son, John, to a friend. 

But before getting mixed up in this awful battle where Phil. again 
rescues others whom Johnston was sure he could drive into the 
Chickahominy, let’s read some of Phil’s flaming letters about the scenes 
through which he had passed from Yorktown to Seven Pines; for at 
those Seven Pines near Fair Oaks Station the battle is to be waged. 
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CHAPTER XI 
KEARNY’S LETTERS AND THEIR LITERATURE 


Kearny’s letters now published for the first time,—at one time 
their publication violently demanded in the newspapers throughout 
America,—were written by him to his wife, Agnes Maxwell Kearny, 
as “Dearest Love” and to Cortlandt Parker as “Dear Parker’; and 
became the subject of a vast newspaper literature during the Fall 
of 1862, for two of these letters were published after his death and 
became successful levers alike to pry McClellan out of his job as 
Generalissimo, and as campaign documents at the time of the call 
for McClellan’s nomination as Presidential candidate by the Pro- 
Southerners headed by the “Tammany” Chieftain, Fernando Wood. 
In short, Phil. had prophesied rightly, ‘“a game of Politics not war,” 
as Phil. dubbed McClellan’s Military campaign. 

An unreal picture—even a distorted one—oi Phil.’s thinking, of his 
psychology, may be drawn without keeping steadily in mind that 
these letters were highly privileged, being addressed to his eminently- 
to-be-trusted counselor—facile princeps Leader of the New Jersey, 
perhaps of the American Bar; a great Personal and Traditional 
Family Friend of the Kearnys through five generations and connected 
by marriage; and were addressed not so much to Parker personally 
or to Parker “Attorney and Counsellor-at-Law” but to Parker, Patriot 
and Statesman, a power in Republican politics and whose pure spirit 
was spending itself in making available for the Nation,—for the Pres- 
ervation of Webster’s Union,—all of New Jersey’s men and material 
best suited as a means to that high end; and who was convinced that 
the military data and the military judgments on the commanding 
officers in the Peninsula, and on the campaign and its conduct, derived 
from a soldier whom he considered par excellence the most expe- 
rienced, and ablest soldier available to the Nation, Philip Kearny, 
would guide infallibly his judgment. And so he solicited from that 
competent soldier his expressions of opinion under a triple seal of 
privilege,—friendship, fellow patriotism and finally one sanctioned 
and guaranteed by law, Attorney and Client. And these letters to 
Parker,—these letters to Agnes, his wife,—must ever be read in the 
light of the Selfless Spirit of Phil.’s military reports;——as in Mexico 
he was “attending”’ his battles! 

At the time of the Civil War Cortlandt was a leading, perhaps un- 
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officially the leading Republican of New Jersey; a founder of the 
Party in that state. He was also a staunch supporter of Abraham 
Lincoln, to Parker symbol of the Union, not of Freedom or Slavery. 
Parker—like Kearny illustrated in the Hutchinson episode—was for 
the Union First, Foremost and in all things! Parker too was very 
active-—and now he crosses Phil.’s military path—in the organiza- 
tion of the New Jersey Militia; determined to place in command the 
ablest officers and to “equip the men most perfectly.” Characteristi- 
cally in this as in all things, Personal, Social, Family and Professional, 
Parker Achieved,—he always “Followed Through.” 

Many times Parker as patriot, probably oftentimes as Phil.’s legal 
advocate,—the facts are not known,—saw the President and was very 
instrumental in bringing to the President’s attention the very best 
views, the facts, on the subjects so close to the heart of these three 
great Patriots,—and above all the facts concerning the Army of the 
Potomac and its soldiers. It was during the third of these interviews 
that Mr. Lincoln’s reputed difficulty in remembering some faces got 
the better of him. Mr. Parker great in height and distinguished in 
person and of commanding countenance, remonstrated with the Presi- 
dent for failing to remember him, adding, ‘““You must remember me 
next time”! “I guess,” said Mr. Lincoln, with a smile and a hand 
on Cortlandt’s shoulder, “I can do that for you, Mr. Parker. You 
favor Mr. Charles A. Dana of the Tribune; only your head 1s a little 
more naked”! In 1884 Mr. Parker became President of the Amer- 
ican Bar Association. 

Such was the man to whom Kearny—Patriot—turned to state 
the military case for the salvation of the Union; to cast out of the 
Temple of the Union, the Money-Changer, the Incompetent, the 
Traitor, the Suspect and the Coward. To put men in Military Being; 
apt instruments to fulfill Lincoln’s and Parker’s lofty purpose. 

The letters delighted Parker and since they were not strictly Pro- 
fessional, he showed them to mutual friends. All agreed they were 
great letters! Their charm was, they thought aloud! “Soliloquies,” 
Cortlandt called them. And then “Pet” Halstead, Phil.’s neighbor at 
Bellegrove, who had on a number of occasions seen President Lincoln 
urging Kearny’s fitness to command the New Jersey Brigade, later 
to the highest command in the Army, to whom Phil. had written, 
as he “knew” privileged letters on the military situation in the 
Peninsula, drawing vivid pictures of McClellan’s unfitness to com- 
mand, at length showed his Kearny letters around with the result 
that the news spread that the outstanding soldier on the Peninsula 
had denounced General McClellan as incompetent and,—all kinds of 
things! Finally the news reached Washington and a copy of one,— 
so Gideon Welles recorded in his Journal,—was handed around to 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Lincoln and members of Lincoln’s Cabinet. Charges of Abolitionist 
propaganda, of forgery, were made. Even the usually reticent Com- 
modore Lawrence Kearny was appealéd to successfully and was drawn 
into the correspondents’ columns of the papers. It was at this point 
that the following editorial appeared in the New York Herald, 
copied throughout the country: 


HERALD, SEPTEMBER 18, 1862. 
GENERAL McCLELLAN AND GENERAL KEARNY 


A statement is going the rounds of the papers alleging that General 
Kearny just before his death wrote a letter to “Pet” Halstead of 
Newark in which he denounced General McClellan. This statement 
was Forged by the Radical Abolitionists under the impression that 
because Kearny was dead it could not be contradicted! We have 
however the authority of Commodore Kearny, a cousin of General 
Kearny, for stating that no such letter was ever written! This 1s 
not the first time that the radical Abolitionists have attempted to give 
their cowardly lies currency by foisting them upon honorable men, etc. 


Then came the Commodore’s letter to the Herald: One of the New 
York newspapers states that a letter written by General Kearny to 
N. V. Halstead had been made public. Ili there be such a letter it 
is due to McClellan and Kearny that it be produced; and in part due 
to myself after having said what I did in your paper of the 12th. 
Mr. Halstead admitted to a friend of mine that what I said was 
correct; begging at the same time I would write no more about 
it. I demand the original letter! 

For the next three weeks the letter—or its ghost—reappeared in 
editorial and news column. At length it was published; and outside 
of the comments on the other soldiers in the Peninsula, its special ref- 
erence to McClellan as it appeared in the Boston Transcript on 
October 12th reads like this, ““As for McClellan, he is burnt out. 
Never once on the battle-field, you have nothing to hope from him as 
leader of a column! How do they expect Pope to beat, with a very 
inferior force, the veterans of Ewell and Jackson? But these are 
episodes. We deceive ourselves! There was a people of old!—It 
was the warrior Spartan, with his Helot of the fields. The South 
have realized it. There was an ambitious people of recent time, and 
a conscription pandered to her invasion! At this moment the South 
exemplifies them both. ‘Peace, peace, but there is no peace’. No, 
no, not even with a disrupted Union. Let the North cast away that 
delusion. . . . General McClellan has introduced into the Army an 
insane and unnecessary despotism. McClellan is dangerous, from the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


want of digesting his plans. He positively has no talents. Get me 
with my ‘fighting division’ with Pope.” * 

Then the World went fanatic! If we believe Clarence Stedman, 
formerly of its staff, then in Mr. Bates’, the Attorney General’s 
Office, the World had sold its Northern birthright for a pot of South- 
ern gold or the like; and besides was advocating McClellan for the 
Presidency. At least was drifting in that direction; and so it 
editorialized : 


GENERAL KEARNY’S LETTER 


Mr. Halstead of Newark and the Editor of the Spirit of the Times, 
both professed friends of the late gallant General “Phil.” Kearny, 
have conspired together to injure his memory, as no enemy could have 
done,—with safety! A living martyr once uttered the prayer—‘Save 
me from my friends.” A dead hero might have besought from the 
men who are unworthy of him a like charity. Last August General 
Kearny on some day, perhaps when depressed in spirits, and per- 
chance when unduly inflamed with an ardent and generous ambition, 
wrote a free, dashing letter scattering wholesale and broadcast criti- 
cismy and abuse of his fellow generals, as he might easily do in a 
splenetic mood, as any man might easily do—but none except in the 
intimacy of a confidential friendship, and never with the expectation 
that the random slashings of his pen would see light and sometimes 
filling the interspaces with such self-praise and appreciation as a man 
may sometimes permit himself to be emptied of in a letter to a female 
friend and pet. When a man writes for all eyes to see and makes 
common to the public his opinion of men or affairs, he guards his pen, 
is scrupulous to be just and above all is most careful of fairness 
to his rivals and compeers. A letter so written under General 
Kearny’s undoubted signature would have had its just and appro- 
priate weight as the opinion of “Philip sober”. These false friends 
of the brave dead general have belied his memory by parading, as if 
they were his well-weighed judgment, the loose careless utterances of 
“Philip drunk” with ambition or pressed with labors and care. 

The sole purpose in the publication of this letter was to damage 
General McClellan! There are attacks that disdain no tools; even 
dead men’s bones are sometimes used to batter the skull of a living 
enemy. But there is hardly another of all our foremost generals 
who led our armies in the battles of the Peninsula who is not visited 
with an equal loose-tongue detraction. Even “fighting Joe Hooker” 
gets a sneer and all the praise is Pope’s. 

1McClellan’s Peninsula failure resulted in his being directed to join Pope in 
August, then falling back from central Virginia towards Washington. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Is anybody fool enough to suppose that in a calm moment such 
were Phil Kearny’s opinion? It is a shame that such a letter was 
ever permitted to leave the possession of the person to whom it was 
sent, and a sad pity that Kearny did not know into what a willow 
basket of leakiness he was pouring the lees of his fine spirit. For the 
unthinking multitude will judge the brave and accomplished Kearny 
to have been eaten up with a morbid jealousy of his brother officers, 
whom in truth for all the days of the year save this one he honored, 
praised and loved and who will be the first to forgive and the last 
to misunderstand his moment’s passion and spleen. . The careless 
reader will be too prone to imagine that this scrawl to a superservice- 
able friend indicates an ambition which was wholly personal, whereas 
none better than they knew how at all other times and in every other 
form of expression Kearny’s ambition was for his country’s service 
and his country’s good, and had but the slightest shade of that other 
sort which is the last deformity of a noble mind.? 

Then on the 20th the World feels more hopeful about the thing; 
and again an editorial with the same caption. 


WORLD EDITORIAL 


The fact announced in a telegraphic dispatch from Washington 
yesterday that letters are in existence from General Kearny written 
subsequent to his famous communication to “Pet”? Halstead eulogizing 
the very officers whom he caricatured and abused in that most un- 


_ accountable epistle does not at all astonish us. That letter bears all 


the evidences of having been written 1n a splenetic and irritated mood 
and would never have been written had it not been for the radicals 
in Congress. 

In the meantime all the papers had taken up the thing throughout 
the country. The Herald had this on the 25th of October in an 
editorial, showing the direction in which Kearny’s epistolary gun was 


2Mr. Louis Bamburger, public-spirited citizen of Newark, New Jersey, deeply 
interested in its history,—also great merchant,—bought many of Kearny’s letters 
now included in this volume and presented them to the New Jersey Historical 
Society. The author was told that it was intended to publish them, but that 
upon reading them, some of their expressions appeared to be so strong,—or what 
not,—that it was decided not to. Interpreting the word “strong” as itself need- 
ing interpretation, and meaning in the judgment of the author that Kearny might 
have used phrases commonly called in the vulgate of our day “hot air’ the author 
interested himself in searching the letters and became convinced that History had 
completely vindicated Kearny’s judgment. An exhaustive study through several 
years brought together the documents now supporting this book. The author 
must acknowledge most sincere thanks to the New Jersey Historical Society 
for allowing him to use some of these letters. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


pointed in the hands of aliens to Kearny’s purpose. Its fire was 
taking effect; McClellan was soon to find his job gone! 

Mr. Halstead of Newark must indeed be animated with feeling 
of dire hatred to General McClellan else he would scarcely have pub- 
lished the letter which General Kearny—‘Brave Phil.” as his com- 
rades called him—indited to the above named individual some hot 
day at Harrison’s landing after retreat from an advanced position 
near Richmond and after hard and murderous fighting. 

Kearny chafing at this disaster, sore in mind and body, in a splenetic 
moment, wrote an amazing reviewal of the campaign and his fellow 
commanders to “Pet” Halstead. And the said “Pet”, now that Gen- 
eral Kearny is in his grave and that the nation at large has testified 
to its grief for the loss of a Hero, comes out with Kearny’s letter 
for the sole purpose of injuring McClellan .. . a gross breach of 
confidence. We note omissions are made. Let these be rectified; let 
the whole of the letter be published. 


Then a second letter was published from “General Kearny” ; and 
while the whole of the Pro-Northern press—particularly the Tribune, 
—felt exactly as Kearny did in his letters and waged editorial battles 
with the Pro-Southern press, some of the papers shifted their point 
of attack which was illustrated by an editorial in the Public Ledger 
of Philadelphia for October 22d, 1862. 

McClellan is now removed from command of the Army of the 
Potomac; his purpose is unmasked. “Pet” Halstead’s purpose is 
achieved; Cortlandt Parker’s wish also! The Tribune reprints 
Kearny’s letter with a “halo”! In the headlines of November 11th 
we read that Fernando Wood, McClellan’s old friend, who had inter- 
viewed him on the Peninsula about his political ambitions advocates 
McClellan for the Presidency. And just before McClellan’s removal 
Kearny’s name appears in blatant headlines in the Herald, in the 
Prince de Joinville’s History of the Peninsula Campaign, published 
in most of the American papers, giving volume to Kearny’s silenced 
voice: “KEARNY’S INTREPIDITY AT WILLIAMSBURG”! 
In the meantime the Herald had this editorial on November 17th: 
“Pet” Halstead in his determined hostility to General McClellan has 
seen fit to publish another letter of General Kearny’s reflecting in a 
bitter and satirical mood upon the former commanders of the Army 
of the Potomac. We were inclined to let the matter drop. It really 
seems that the odium of this publication of Kearny’s letters does not 
rest alone with Halstead. We are informed that the gentlemen who 
were the legal advisers of General Kearny are about to publish an 
explanatory letter which will clear the General of these unseemly 
publications and cast the disgrace upon the proper parties. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Then in another editorial it was said that the editor had been in- 
formed by gentlemen who had been allowed to peruse them that 
“Mr. A. O. Keasby, United States’ District Attorney of New Jersey, 
and his partner, Cortlandt Parker,” have in their possession a large 
number of letters of the late lamented Kearny which criticize the 
blunders of the Peninsula campaign with a severity equal to any that 
have hitherto been published, and that Mr. Parker and Mr. Keasby 
have made no secret of these letters, and so “it is presumed that in 
due time they will be given to the light.” 

Cortlandt Parker—thus challenged—writes to the Herald on No- 
vember 18th. This letter of Parker’s in its last paragraph uses the 
expressions which now sanction the publication of these famous let- 
ters; “Should the government desire to know General Kearny’s senti- 
ments as expressed in these letters to me, his family would doubtless 
consent to its perusing them. Everything yields to public necessity. 
But to give them to the public press would be in my judgment for 
many years to come utterly inadmissible. I am, Sir, Cortlandt 
Parker.” 

The last paragraph is obviously a reference to the current rumor— 
a fact—that General Kearny had charged McClellan with Treason. 
Two of McClellan’s aides had just been arrested for causes about 
which the Press was demanding explanation. 

Three-quarters of a century have passed. The persons and events, 
to quote Parker substantially, then stirring public excitement, have 
passed into History. The government, in the person of the then 
Attorney General, Mr. Bates, alone has examined them. None have 
been published and the Kearny Family then rightly withholding con- 
sent, now yields to the call of History, upon whose pages the fas- 
cinating “Soliloquies”, written under the flare of the cannon, very 
congenial to Kearny’s “intellectual senses’’—clarifying his judg- 
ments; making his Judgment not Passion but Reality,—do shed light. 
But outside of all this “Light Business” they are good literature! 
They exhibit a Man and not an Engmeer at work nor an Automaton. 
But before reading them, Parker’s great “brief” in which he throws 
the high lights and low on the scenes portrayed in Kearny’s pictures, 
must be read. It is also a masterful delineation of Phil.’s character 
and habits of mind: 


A GREAT LAWYER’S BRIEF FOR PHILIP KEARNY 


It is true that I, not my partner, Mr. Keasby, have in my possession 
a large number of letters from General Kearny. But I beg leave to 
say that it is not “to be presumed” that I will at any time give them 
to the public. Nobody who knows me will ever so presume! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Newspaper publicity was a thing from which no man shrank so 
sensitively as General Kearny. He would not even abide that his 
written sentiments upon abstract subjects should be coupled with his 
name. I abstracted from his letters and suffered to be published 
some views of his which I thought very admirable upon the employ- 
ment of Negroes in aid of our armies. He immediately but most 
courteously intimated his disapproval. “‘Do you know’”’, in his lan- 
guage, “that I was quite startled, quiet citizen soldier as I am, to find 
that I, Kearny, had been writing a letter! Still I know you are the 
best judge; and my only thought in this war is success of our Union.” 

What horror would be his at a friend uttering an inaudible solilo- 
quy about his fellow officers. 


Mr. Parker goes on to say he had published a letter urging Kearny’s 
promotion to high command and comparing him with McClellan, 
and then: It fell under Kearny’s eye. Kearny wrote, “Is it not in- 
judicious for any of my New Jersey friends to allow their partiality 
to bring my name before the public by comparison with any other, 
especially with one who has occupied before the country such a lofty 
position?” This letter bears date August 16, 1862; and of it Parker 
says: It must have been written about the same time with the letter 
just published and shows what violence has been done General 
Kearny’s character by publishing his “Soliloquy” respecting brother 
officers and especially General McClellan. 

These letters show one phase of Kearny’s character, doubtless. 
They exhibit his confidingness, his impulsiveness ; his warm impetuous 
temperament when aroused by a sense of injury or smarting under 
the pain of defeat. As I have already said, these letters are solilo- 
quies. Were he called upon to give expression to his calm views 
respecting the officers of whom he spoke, he would have used no such 
language or would have added much to qualify it. Although I will not 
deny that his letter is impregnated with his cooler opinions in some 
particulars. 

General Kearny was the most generous of men! His impetuosity 
led him sometimes to do injustice; of this he was profoundly con- 
scious; and grandly did he always make amend. 

In cool moments he was nobly just and full of eulogies upon his 
professional rivals. Nor was he unduly conceited. He knew him- 
self a great soldier! He chafed sometimes under the sense that his 
reputation was too much that of being only intrepid. 

Victor in every conflict ; with the fruits of each victory destroyed or 
unreaped by the failure of others, he was sometimes perhaps too 
indignant that people should acknowledge his skill, and that men less 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


experienced and less successful in strategy and tactics than himself 
should be recognized. 

Was he to blame for soliloquizing carelessly and failing in such 
a letter to speak so as to do justice to the merits of others? 

Then Parker concludes his brief with the paragraph drawn from 
it as a preface to its introduction. 

The New York Times after a two months’ period of skirmishing 
again enters the battle. Very interested in politics, it is very happy 
at Parker’s explanation and editorialized on “The Kearny letter”: 
“Cortland Parker states the impropriety of publishing the letter” and 
then an editorial in the Philadelphia Enquirer is appended: 


PUBLICATION OF KEARNY’S LETTER 


This letter of Cortlandt Parker’s disavowing all responsibility for 
the posthumous publication of General Kearny’s letter is interesting. 

We have no doubt that the gentleman, Mr. Halstead, believed that 
a popular belief in General McClellan’s military infallibility seemed 
to be betraying the country into serious and fatal disaster, and that 
it was his duty to bring the declaration of one who had so fully 
established his own military reputation as had General Kearny, to 
bear against and correct that widespread public error. . . . The let- 
ters could only be uttered to the most confidential friends; and even 
then only under the excitement of the events to which they owed 
their birth. . 


An editorial in the World along similar lines was reprinted in 
Chicago, Cincinnati and St. Louis! 

McClellan has now been removed from command; is assigned to 
duty at Trenton; is put forward immediately as Presidential candi- 
date. Called before his hotel in Trenton he makes a nice little speech, 
“Your,—New Jersey’s,—gallant soldiers, of these I have to speak 
and also I have to speak of the ever-faithful and ever-true Taylor, 
Commanding officer of Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade, and of the 
dashing intrepid Kearny, men who have given their lives for the 
maintenance of their government.” Splendid politics! McClellan 
is to be New Jersey’s Governor! A year away and he will be openly 
a Presidential candidate; and so the WVorld rejoices on November 
14th in an editorial : 


GENERAL McCLELLAN’S SPEECH 


General McClellan’s speech, brief as it was, shows the brave sol- 
dier; while the persistency with which Halstead and his accomplices 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


pelt the living commander, not with the mud of their own imaginings, 
but with the bones of the dead soldier, throws no tinge of anger or 
injustice upon McClellan’s manly soul. He rentembers, with New 
Jersey, all that was noble and lasting in that history. He forgets 
with New Jersey and with the Nation all that was transient and 
petulant in the passions of the “intrepid and dashing Kearny.” 


McClellan was never restored to command. He resigned his office 
as Major General the day after his disastrous defeat at the polls 
carrying only three states running against his present and then Com- 
mander-in-Chief in 1864 on a platform demanding peace and de- 
nouncing the war as failure. 

Some of these letters which are now published deal with subjects 
which run through the campaign; but as we go on into other battles, 
other scenes, we can recur to them to see their relevancy. 

But before reading these letters, let Professor William Starr Myers 
of Princeton University edit them summarily on two of their sub- 
jects, Politics and Loyalty, in his great Biography of McClellan re- 
cently published. 

After stating that McClellan now—on and after June 27th—made 
a “series of fatal mistakes”, Dr. Myers had this to say of two letters 
written by McClellan on the Peninsula; one to Lincoln; one to Fer- 
nando Wood, Democratic Political boss of New York, the then 
Charles F. Murphy, or “Dick” Croker, who was advocating the 
secession of New York City from State and Nation. 

Of the Lincoln letter outlining a political program, we are told, 
“It was looked upon by the enemies of McClellan as a platform for 
the Presidential Nomination”. And of the letter to Fernando Wood: 
“McClellan read it to his friend, W. F. Smith, telling Smith that 
Wood had urged him to come out as Presidential Candidate while at 
Harrison’s Landing. McClellan told Smith that he had decided to 
accept the suggestion and had written the letter.” 

Then Myers continues: “Smith told McClellan that the letter 
looked like Treason and would be the ruin of all of us”. McCleéllan 
destroyed the letter. 

Finally an illuminating statement, as editorial comment, from a 
future Chief Justice—Chase,—of the United States, then Secretary 
of the Treasury, recorded in the diary of Gideon Welles, Secretary 
of the Navy, September Ist, 1862, the day of Phil.’s death, ‘“‘Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Chase called on me with a document signed by 
himself in which he pronounced McClellan a ‘Traitor’; and said 
Stanton, Secretary of War, would sign it. ... Chase said he 
thought, his deliberate judgment, that McClellan ought to be shot.” ® 


§ This day Phil. was selected to command McClellan’s and Pope’s Armies! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


And with these distinguished editors for Kearny and Kearny’s 
letters,—for such they turn out to be,—let’s read them: ¢ 
? 


May 1, 1862 
Dearest Love, 

There are some delightful officers in my command. There is a 
charming Col. Poe, and a Colonel Terry, and a Col. D , and still 
another, a fine old direct dog, the counterpart of Philip, a Col. Hays; 
all seem fine fellows. I worked like a dog to leave my Brigade in 
fine order. 

A kind kiss and love to the children; and ever remembering my 
lost dear cherished boy. 





Before Yorktown, May 3, 1862 
My dear Parker, : 

You see by the above heading that I am in the “Trenches” before 
Yorktown having been assigned, by order of General McClellan 
to replace General Hamilton who has committed himself in some 
shape or other. | 

I could hardly with propriety, have refused the command, to enter 
“under fire’. Personally too, I found that I was gradually being 
smothered under the improvident increase of ‘“‘titular’” (engineers 
etc.) generals; most inexperienced men, daily jumped to make Briga- 


_diers. For myself, the 13th on the List of 222 Brigadiers Generals, 


I had by restraining myself to a Brigade, forfeited almost entirely 
my due military weight. The moment I emerged from the precincts 
of the Brigade, I became one of the highest Division Commanders 
in the Army. 

I regretted exceedingly leaving my N. J. Brigade. As a general 
of Division I would have more consideration, did New Jersey choose 
to unite her two brigades, than I could wield in my previous place. 
To effect this depends alone on the governor and Delegation. I have 
failed them in this, that while the only General in the army to have 
preached and sustained a State esprit-de-corps, as the moral lever of 
the volunteers system, and its only arcs to prevent them from be- 
coming tools in the hands of some successful future leader, to sub- 
vert the civil authority;° yet this is a course that caused me to be 
hated by the regular officers, with selfish views, who regard the sol- 
diers as the mere machines of their profession; and unpopular with 
Washington authorities who desire centralization and patronage. I 
was the impartial commander who did his duty in a straightforward 


4A chapter is devoted later to the judgments of Lincoln’s Cabinet,—each one 
of them,—concurring with added emphasis in each one of Phil.’s judgments. 
® A prophecy as we have remarked fulfilled September, 1862. See infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


way, neither exempting the influential or the politicians, and so failing 
those who look to such quarters for success. 


The beginning of the following letter is mutilated. Plainly Phil. is 
approaching the field of battle: 


Hooker’s Division that had commenced the fight would have been 
panic-stricken as at Manassas. Never did I see groveling fear more 
depicted than on the faces of the entire masses that skulking in the 
woods had ceased to fight on all the pleas that cowardice can suggest ! 
A cold drizzling rain had benumbed us all day, as toilfully we 
plodded through masses of baggage and other obstructions in the 
deep single narrow defile of the Yorktown and Williamsburg road: 
The action for us commenced at three I believe; and the sudden 
darkness of a stormy night came on just as by hard effort, and head- 
ing charge after charge, I drove the last enemy out of some fearful 
abatis, and rifle pits. The next day our advancing pickets found 
the enemy had abandoned the forts, and well they did; for we 
would have driven them out, in short order. As an accident of war 
our men remained supperless, breakfastless, and dinnerless and with 
neither cloak nor blanket, and the blazing fire the only protection 
from the discomforts of their wet clothes. I was no better off. I 
had taken off an ample India rubber cape which had kept me dry 
during the day just as the first balls rattled over our heads, that I 
might be readily distinguished, as a commanding officer, and general. 

Our loss was severe, but nothing unusual. It was the fourth day 
I had commanded. You cannot imagine, dearest Love, what a de- 
lightful change this has been from my over-high army rank and my 
commanding a Brigade! I had by hard efforts disciplined a most 
sluggish meaningless set of officers and men. The men responded 
by becoming elegant staunch soldiers; the small officers appreciated 
it; but it was ever an uphill work with the higher field officers! The 
men have become devoted to me; for in the last fight they must have 
found out that I know my business; and trust the reckless officer of 
Mexico, they have ever tried to make me out, to keep me in the 
background. 


Williamsburg 
May &th, 1862 


This is the third day in this lovely old town. I have been, strange 
to say, staying with an old lady, a Miss Ewell, a sister of General 
Ewell, my old comrade in the army, now a secessionist officer. A 
field chaplain of the rebel army is also here under a flag, and had 
interesting news from my friends. ! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


How malignantly McClellan follows me. Oh, now that it is over, 
I must tell you about this: 

With only five regiments,—only ‘half arrived,—after a long march 
over impassable roads I had to stem the enemy’s victorious two Divi- 
sions that had beaten Hooker’s Division and taken most all his 
artillery and completely demoralized them. Not a single one of my 
small regiments but lost more than all Hancock’s stronger regiments, 
much larger than my force, lost altogether. Yet McClellan perfectly 
and entirely ignored all this good battle, and gives all credit to Han- 
cock’s little rush of half an hour during our long fight, a bit over 
an hour after I came into action. It was quite damaging, for it 
seemed like a repulse, and as abandoning us. McClellan was not 
there; all the staff blundered. Instead of sending troops within four 
miles, and clear of the defile to help Hooker, they sent for me 
entirely in the rear, to trickle through to my place too hampered up 
with wagons to allow more than a single man to pass. Still it all 
counts well for my first fight; for I went into the worst fire; con- 
stantly exposed; a clear mark for the enemy; exposed as being the 
only one mounted; and I was in the advance to hundreds of marks- 
men who coolly fired in my face. 

Sumner sent me orders to come up from the rear; stupidly for 
he had more troops. NHeintzelman took away three brigades and 
merely told me to act down the road! But enough of such army shop. 
It is. nothing in my thoughts which are all of you. 


Camp—near Bottom’s Bridge, 
May 9, 1862. 
Dear Parker, 

I have been delayed by want of a courier from sending you my 
letter, so I add a line in the same strain of bitter indignation for 
one’s dearest right: his military fame so purposely trampled on. 

You speak of publication of my Report. As to the army it would 
be encouraging to them; as a proof of how unflinchingly, we paid 
the price for re-asserting Victory, when a “Sister Division” was 
lost. As to them a victory over 20,000 by five Regiments, was ac- 
tually a discouragement! The better for our future success, the 
more published. 

My report is in itself modest or moderate. I scarcely allude to 
myself; and yet no General. in the War has ever so put himself in 
the front. Constantly leading my men, as each Regiment or Detach- 
ment was needed for the difficult assault on the abatis, I was almost 
continuously within pistol shot of the enemy’s sharp-shooters, the 
sole mounted officer, exposed, marked and uncovered. So much for 
the man; Self. It was magnanimous in the highest degree toward 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


all other troops, and commanders. It does not mention, as was the 
fact, that Hooker’s entire Division, paralyzed and craven, were hope- 
lessly herded like frightened sheep perfectly discouraged along the 
road; and so I knew that nothing short of personal influence at the 
head of my column could have led them on free of catching that 
panic which is so apt to spread.® 

As to my Brigadier Generals, and so to Generals Berry and Birney, 
I have been generous in the extreme. I have two aides still living to 
bear me out in all I assert. As to Heintzelman, worthy as stupid, 
when applied to by my aide Captain Moore (living) for special in- 
structions as to how to act more particularly toward the enemy,:,(1 
sent Moore to him as I was coming close into fire) he replied that 
the enemy was here, there and everywhere; yet he was on foot quite 
in the rear! As to his music, I heard nothing but our bands, as we 
marched into fire. Indeed Hooker’s men were too panic stricken to 
play a note; the bearing of my own was brilliant.7 As to Hooker; 
his face begrimed with mud, most unheroic in appearance, I was 
very careful as I passed him to say,—to which, I have witnesses :— 
“General Hooker whilst I reserve my command, as your Senior, I 
should be happy to know the state of your affairs, and where you 
want most instant relief”. 

I then put Berry’s first troop into line, and gave him his direc- 
tions; and we all opened a violent fire, for no time was to be lost ; 
and owing to Hooker’s people occupying the ground, and in trembling 
packs, I had to come in by a flank movement, very hazardous, instead 
of by “Front into Line”. I then most rapidly arranged Poe’s Regi- 
ment principally as a support column to companies, deployed two 
forward, and took two to support the remnant of Hooker’s,—silent 
seven,—guns. These I had to charge with in person over the dead 
on the road, driving back, before they realized how few we were, 
the principal body of the enemy forcing them to give up the pieces. 

These things are successful because they are bluffs. The enemy 
presume you to be the advance of heavy columns: and you yourself 
in fact come in contact with only the foremost pursuers. But no 
one will succeed in it unless he has disproportionate rank, full faith 
in what he means, and know that he will do it, and does not count 
chances for his own sacred person. It was not useless recklessness : 
it saved the day. 

But read the recital of my interview with McClellan’s most con- 
fidential service—aide-de-camp Col. Sweitzer sent to me expressly 


§ At Bull Run the rout was due not to the undoubted prowess of the rebels, but 
to the terror of a leaderless, abandoned army. 

*™The only band on the field was “Major” Elderkin’s of Fort Gibson whom 
Kearny told to “hurry on”. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


for particulars between one and two o’clock that night of the battle: 
“Sweitzer,” I said, “we are soldiers;swhat I say to you is for the 
practical enlightenment of General McClellan. These haphazard at- 
tacks must not be gotten into; Hooker has been beaten because he 
did not know his mind; I have full evidence by the field over which 
he fought; that he wanted to take the enemy’s works but did not 
even think that he could do it. As to Heintzelman he is an old fool; 
and caution General McClellan, that he commands a corps, yet never 
to trust him without minute written instructions. But this is not the 
point of attack. We have possession of the field; but if the works 
are to be taken by force, this is not the place for it. I believe it to be 
in the flank and I guarantee to hold this place with any two of my 
Regiments against the whole Southern army”. Col. Sweitzer then 
told me that I had saved Hooker and thus saved the army. This has 
since been repeated by him to others and that Hancock had a hand- 
some affair. So now you have minute military history. 

Yet in face of all this is the oificial Telegram; a Liz, even in its 
own particulars! For Hancock tought for a moment when being 
driven back, turned, and poured in a destructive fire, still he had to 
abandon over one hundred men, so much for the Victory. General 
McClellan covers over his want of pluck and courage in not pur- 
suing the panic-stricken enemy; beating him; and getting to Rich- 
mond rapidly and safely; it would have saved blood. I always 
in Fall and Winter maintained that even to take Manassas would 
not cost the blood we are sure to spill at Yorktown. 

As for myself, I do not recognize in myself the same individual 
as formerly. With the first shot fired over us, my nature may pre- 
vail; but at present I feel discouraged, determined to resign at the 
first opportunity ; and my soldiers I know must feel the same. It 
is overheard—-; it is the subject of their bitter railing! Their by- 
word in camp is “Hancock”; “Hancock this” and “Hancock that”; 
and my men look sulky. Believe me McClellan is a dirty, sneaking 
traitor. Many of his acts look like complicity with the enemy. He has 
now allowed them to escape once at Manassas and now again at Wil- 
liamsburg! They could not have crossed the Chickahominy if pur- 
sued. It has always occurred to me that he was in secret negotiations 
with the South, for their votes as President; or to adopt some new 
Constitution for the Country. Because McClellan’s mathematical 
talents have never fitted him to comprehend nor appreciate things 
nor men; he is the very one to commit a terrible blunder. He was 
a fair young soldier, of no great mark, in Mexico. His friend G. W. 


8 The Assistant Secretary of War, Mr. Watson, was convinced of this very 
thing. See chapter Politics Not War. Colonel Key of McClellan’s Staff con- 
firms it. See infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Smith got him employment in New York;® and he was Superin- 
tendent of a railroad in Chicago. This war breaks out. He was a 
Pennsylvanian, General Scott was kind to him. His twopenny little 
successes, almost bloodless, with enormous preponderance of means, 
coming about the time of Bull’s Run, got him to Washington. He 
set in motion intrigues against General Scott, a real man of military 
genius; and gifts of handling men. 

The country yielded to his unconstitutional powers. He has 
wielded the same in a small way; then the President who was weak 
and distracted, unduly stood by him, and when by degrees he is’ at 
length understood at Washington, the politicians keep him in com- 
mand ; knowing that even with this war closed successfully that there 
is already enough to damn him with the Country; which would not 


_ be the case with any other military successor. Is it not fearful, that 


in this great crisis, all is done, with such small men of small motives? 


Kearny, failing in his effort at “State rights for State troops,” 
wrote to the Governors of the several States to stir up State pa- 
triotism : 


Headquarters, Third Division, 
Third Corps, Army of the Potomac 
May 10, 1862 

To Austin Blair 

Dear Governor Blair :—Michigan :-— 

It gives me great pleasure to address you to bring to your imme- 
diate notice the noble and brave manner with which the troops of 
your State conducted themselves in the Battle of Williamsburg on 
the 5th instant. The Second under Colonel Poe and the Fifth under 
Colonel Terry behaved in the most handsome manner. I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the report of the colonels of those regi- 
ments together with that of their general, General Berry. I also 
send you a list of the killed and wounded. 

Colonel Poe served more immediately under my command and the 
gallantry and soldierly qualities he displayed rendered him particu- 
larly conspicuous. Colonel Terry’s regiment took a rifle pit of much 
strength after a severe contest and held possession until after the 
close of the action. 

Truly yours, 
Philip Kearny i 
(This is one of the few 
letters in which General 
Kearny spells out the 
word Philip) 


® Smith Commanded-in-Chief the Rebels at Seven Pines. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


THIS LETTER 1S A FRAGMENT 


, 
. ever constantly far in advance in the plain in the midst of the 
heavy abatis. 

Yet General McClellan vaunts the one, and assumes to ignore the 
other! An engagement where a similar loss in the army of the 
Allies, constituted the great battle of the Alma; where very few 
(5) weak regiments suffered more (some 400 killed and wounded), 
than the 12000 men of a French Division, and won for its general 
in 1859 world-wide fame as the victor of Montebello.?° 

But when General McClellan passes over, as if in ignorance, an 
engagement of such great proportions, it proves, beyond the black- 
ness of this deed, which breaks down by its injustice, the spirit of the 
entire soldiery, that it has been the result of the malignant design 
of covering up from the scrutiny of the American public, a weakness 
of his own, a flaw in his generalship, which he well knows, and if 
once made patent to our people would bring him down from his 
accidental superiority lower than he would ever have dreamt of 
when exercising retribution towards McDowell for the disaster at 
Bull’s Run. 


(Kearny to Parker) 


! May 15, 1862 
Dear Sir: 

I am sorry to find that very far from our military chiefs being so 
immaculate as well as their subordinates and that one could rely on 
their straightforward conduct and truthfulness; and that one might 
disregard political influence as extraneous and unnecessary, I have 
been so grossly outraged (and I say so representing my Division) by 
the intrigue of the General commanding this Army that I now apply 
to you and my friends for protection against imposture. 

General McClellan is the first commander in history who has de- 
nied access to, or has been so unprincipled, as to ignore those under 
him, who not only had fought a good fight but even saved his Army, 
himself, and his reputation. Here primarily is the point. From a 
want of frankness, and a reliance on his natural superiority, he fails 
to admit the service of my Division, lest he duly condemn himself 
for a want of generalship which gave rise to this dangerous crisis. 
So it is that a great and successful battle, where the unprecedented 
number of 2000 men have fallen, is passed over by him in silence; 
while the day after this fearful fight, he forestalls the glory of the 
victors by vamping up, in a deceitful official Telegram, a mere flurry 


10 Kearny fought in that campaign. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of a skirmish, where General Hancock (a charming officer and gentle- 
man), with preponderating numbers, drives, and for an instant only, 
a petty few of the enemy; and with a pittance of a loss, which be- 
speaks the littleness of the transaction. 

This move of Hancock’s was based on information that the enemy 
had abandoned their minor defenses opposed to our right, to con- 
centrate their forces on our left, a skirmish which was gotten up at 
4:30 P.M., expressly to relieve from pressure the severe fight of the 
3rd Corps waged by Hooker’s Division from 7 A.M., until my Divi- 
sion, at near 3 P.M., entered under fire, and took the place of his 
exhausted remnants, demoralized by fatigue, abandonment and want 
of cartridges. The fight (Hancock’s) that lasted from about 4:30 
o'clock for some twenty minutes and which then ceased was most 
distinctly without results ; it was not followed up by an advance; and 
left me, used to the fields of battle in Europe, as in Mexico, with the 
full belief that an attempted succor had been given up! And that 
I must alone look to myself for my own means of succor. For I 
well knew that besides the repeated messengers that had been dis- 
patched to the right by General Hooker and Heintzelman that all 
there must be aware of our severe fight as well as from our 
cannon and musketry which still rolled with the full tide of battle! 
This fight of Hancock’s, from about 4:30 P. M., was the only one 
that took place within three miles of our position after my arrival 
at 2:45 P. M. 

There is a secret in this matter; and although patriotism on the 
eve of an expected battle may prevent me from publishing to the 
world the weakness of the man to whom is confided our Union des- 
tinies, it does not preclude me from vindicating, for myself and my 
Division, a recognition of a service, and exposure in battle,—and 
no officer yet has ever exposed himself as I did, for the occasion 
demanded it,—and unburden myself to my friends. 

As Stone *! has been militarily killed, under a false pretence; so the 
secret of McClellan’s sending an official Bulletin, after entering Wil- 
liamsburg, in which he ignores all but Hancock and is perfectly silent 
as to me and to a battle of serious war; (although McClellan was 
perfectly instructed by Col. Sweitzer, his A. D. C. whom he had 
sent on the night of the 5th to me for information), is this: that 
he might obtain for Hancock, an unimportant character in the crisis 
of the sth, that first prestige of his capability of fighting—-whom in- 
variable disaster, and long inaction, had induced many to mistrust,— 


11 Kearny wrote: “Stone is the ablest man in the army” and charged that 
McClellan only was responsible for McClellan’s subordinates’ failure at Balls 
Bluff; and that he had to hide his own incapacity and so “ruined” Stone; made 
him the goat! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


in view of the eagerness of the whole North, being ready to greet 
the first victor in this army of the Potomac. And thus to kill the 
military success before the country of the real persons so entitled 
from the fact of the public being satisfied by the first news ; and so 
taking from those who merited the high sentiment of first prestige! 
Moreover particularly diverting the minds of the country from the 
culpable facts that he, McClellan had allowed Hooker’s single Divi- 


- sion to fight unsupported from the morning until near 3 P.M.; and 


from the fact that his “Communications” on the direct and nearest 
road from Williamsburg were thus put in jeopardy. And that had 
a panic, even a defeat resulted here, that all his army, confusedly 
huddled together, with an unpassable obstructed single defile in the 
rear, where trains and artillery passed, were helplessly jammed to- 
gether and stalled, must have been victims worse than at Bull’s Run, 
and the case would have been irretrievable ! 12 

Such is the secret of the incomprehensible mystery; and it is 
within the comprehension of the first citizen’s mind who will spread 
before him the map of Virginia. But if one point in this malignity, 
with a monopolized telegraph and trammeled press '* has created with 
me more indignation than another, it sadly is; that my two most 
gallant aides-de-camp, and my dear friends, Captain Wilson and Lt. 
Barnard have been purposely kept from honor due to their gallantry ! 
The same as was the case when my skirmish at Sangster’s Station 
produced the enemy’s hurried retreat from Manassas, I was debarred 
by every underhand influence from having published to the world, as 
well as the heroic end of that most noble martyr of the first Cavalry 
success of the army, Lt. Hidden! Yes; this is a repetition of those 
times: for then as now I was the first general officer whose reports 
had been excluded from the press. General McClellan from the 
earliest moment of my career had singled me out, the 13th on the 
List of Brigadiers, the Senior Division Brigadier on the List, to be 
the marked victim of his indirect injustice. 

However in this matter, I am not acting, however outraged, from 
personal motives ; but to unveil to the country when opportunity shall 
present, the weakness and instability of the general in command.*! 

I enclose my report of the battle of the 5th. 


May 1862 
Dearest Love, 


McClellan is an imposter! In the greatest fight almost on record 


12“Tn ten minutes, a political party would have been swept out of power and 
the Confederacy recognized.” 

18 See Chapter “Seven Pines”. : 

14 How little Kearny imagined that his voice from the Grave was to effect his 


purpose. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


(First Part of Letter Mutilated) 


for severity ; and where if I had not ventured info the midst of the 
enemy's countless sharpshooters, and particularly marked by my bay 
colt who at times was fractious under the whistling of the balls, 
I never could have inspired my men and gained the confidence of 
my men and gained their affection and so won the day; and now 
McClellan accuses me of rashness! 

I could not help remembering how despicably at the end of the 
Mexican War I was abandoned by the late Colonel, then General 
Kearny my connection. For mean reasons of his own,—and opposed 
out of jealousy by all others,—they cut me out of one of my brevets 
on the plea of rashness. Dear old General Scott, alone, ever stood 
by me! 

Poor Barnard, had a horse killed under him; it was the pretty 
gray which I had given him; you remember the horse that looked 
sO vicious at the homestead, when I tried to ride him? 


Phil. 


Headquarters 3rd Division, 
May 15, 1862. 
Dearest Love, 

I do trust my letter got to you; but who can tell with the censor- 
ship. Today we have had a rise in the River. Our camp is on a rise 
of ground near an open wood; with my pretty horses fastened all 
around. I rode my bay colt in the battle. I little expected when 
I started in the morning to be engaged before night, or I would have 
not ventured him. However he behaved grandly; at times very frac- 
tious ; but still I could get him to face the enemy; although he did not 
like the sound of the balls! For he was admirable diving into the 
deep mud-holes ; and leaping over the huge logs of the abatis. 

It is true, as you read, that I was fearfully exposed, at times, from 
what my Brigade would be sheltered by the logs. I was the only 
officer mounted and quite alone; the only object aimed at by the 
enemy; hardly fifty feet from me. But I could not do otherwise; 
I had very desperate work before us; and very few to do it. It 
was a fearfully stormy night; and my India rubber cloak, having been 
taken off as I went into action and lost by my orderly, I was wet and 
cold, would have suffered, but for borrowing a dragoon overcoat 
from my guard. Still I slept soundly and got a little to eat and drink. 
I stayed at Williamsburg with Miss Ewell: she was very friendly. 
She knew well all about me; said that her brother, the general, my 
old comrade in the fight, spoke of me; that in the secession, they all 
said that I was bound to be a good officer. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


It is strange the scoundrelous conduct of this McClellan in sup- 
pressing my reports! He has been fool enough to falsify, and say 
that he did not know we had an engagement; when ample proof 
exists that he did know; and that he quarrelled with Sumner for 
sending for me to come up to support Hooker, instead of using his 
own troops! It will fearfully react on him ; for the loss of Hooker’s 
and my two small commands, was larger than the whole of the entire 
two allied armies at the Battle of Alma! I did not know this fact 
until the Prince de Joinville told me of it. De Joinville, Chartres and 
Paris seem particularly kind to me, and soberly friendly. I like the 
French, the more I see of them. 

You have little idea how charmingly I am situated. Regiments that 
seemed to have known of me beforehand; seem to be thankful to 
me for having gone so freely with them into fire, which is too rarely 
done by the higher officers. The generals are charming gentlemen. 
Some are my old friends, then a Colonel who served with me in 
Mexico. All seem glad to see me. The fact is that I was ordered 
to a Division under fire, which is an excuse for leaving my Brigade, 
and taking this Division. And the day I did so I at once arose to 
my high position of being the very, very highest general officer on the 
List of the army; the 13th out of 212. Dearest Love, Moscow,?® you 
remember the pretty grey, I gave to Lieutenant Bernard, the animal 
who seemed so cross at Newark, was killed under him early in the 
day. Bernard later took Wilson’s horse, which was also killed; and 
then Bernard was killed! Oh, how I miss his fine noble countenance! 
He is buried in a sweet spot in a little old church yard, at Williams- 
burg. It was truly a fearful fight. My men were fagged up with a 
long day’s march; and for three and one-half miles came running at 
double quick into action, and did not stop until deployed to commence 
attacking the enemy at one time. I had to take fifty men and charge 
100 of the enemy to prevent them seizing our artillery. Kiss the 
babies. Yours with a thousand kisses, 


May 23, 1862 
Dearest Love, 

.I saved General Hooker and the entire army, who were on the 
eve of being cut off. I had a more fearful loss than ever before 
occurred in America! I did this with but five weak regiments about 
1900 men, the rest from the forced march were not up or had been 


‘detached although useless. I lost many men. I was alone successful 


by riding full into the sharpshooters with but 60 or 70 men when 
I was coming up as they were about seizing seven abandoned artillery 
pieces of Hooker’s Division. 


18 For a full description of Phil.’s horses: see Seven Pines. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Dearest Love, even in battle-my whole thought is turned to you and 
Bellegrove. Watts de Peyster was sent to me in the face of all my 
utter refusal to take any connection of mine on my staff. 

How lovely Bellegrove must look. Do tell me all about it in every 
letter. Ever let us bear in mind our lost angel for whom, even amidst 
war, my heart beats ever afresh. My hope and my joy were all 
centered in him. With a thousand kisses, 


May 26, 1862 

Dear Parker, 
We are on the eve of a great battle. The battle will be on Wednes- 
day. Unless a Bull Run it will be a full success; if a Bull Run I 
expect that my Division will be the only one to escape. I have my men 
completely in hand; they become very enthusiastic for me; but I have 
seen so much mismanagement that nothing will take me unawares.1° 


May 28, 1862 
Dear: 

Our present affairs move on tolerably; but without vitality and 
with hourly signs of a want of talent and administration. McClel- 
lan is most unfortunate in putting up every three or four miles, or 
less, successive lines of rifle pits, miles in length; 27 thus too openly 
imparting to the soldiers his own personal distrust of them. McClel- 
lan has been too slow. He should have annihilated the enemy at 
Williamsburg before they could have reached the Chickahominy. 


16 Actually this battle prophesied to a day almost, was—till Kearny’s arrival— 
a Bull Run! Then saving the Army he “escaped” by a forest road, recon- 
noitered the day of, and before the battle. See infra. 

1 Ridiculing McClellan’s strategy, Senator Chandler in the U. S. Senate, said: 
“We lost more men by sickness than by bullets. We lost 10,000 men digging 
trenches and lost the trenches without firing a gun.” Richmond Dispatch, July 
22nd. 
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CHAPTER XII 
“KEARNY AT SEVEN PINES”! 
DELAY, DELAY, DELAY,—NO ACTION,—SUPINENESS! 


LINncoLn felt it, the epitome of Northern opinion ; and his patience 
exhausted wires McClellan: “Attack Richmond, or give up the job; 
and come to the defense of Washington!” | 

Go to the Defense of Washington! But McClellan can’t get away! 
Johnston is after him! So Johnston thought, wrote and acted ; 
“Briefly, it may be said that McClellan had at Seven Pines committed 
a blunder. By May 3ist, he had rashly placed two of the best Corps 
of his Army on the south side of the Chickahominy; and the River 
flooding its banks cut them off from the rest of the Army ; and John- 
ston at once hurled the bulk of his forces against the isolated enemy.” 
So writes the Confederate Historian, speaking for General Johnston. 

On the beautiful morning of May 31st Phil.—as we know—rode 
over to Sedgwick’s Headquarters on the North bank of the Chicka- 
hominy; he was to lunch with him. He “and a fine guide” had 
already been reconnoitering with what effect we shall See. | Scaewick 
told him that the storm of -the night before was the “worst he had 
even seen”. Phil. believed him. But the storm itself was nothing ; 
Phil. liked it. But as for his Division he thoroughly knew,—and 
he had already so written to Cortlandt Parker—that such a storm 
might wreck the Army,—30,000 men on the South of the River 
against 50,000 Confederates, now cut off by the swollen Chicka- 
hominy. And to make matters worse General Keyes,—as Kearny 
viewed it—had blundered. Instead of placing veteran soldiers—in 
this critical position of the Army—in the far advanced picket line 
and a veteran Division in support, General Casey’s Division, composed 
principally of raw undrilled young recruits, had been stationed in ad- 
vance of the main body of the Army. 

In up-state New York, the country from which many of General 
Casey’s splendid green youths were recruited, Phil. had, as we know, 
spent the happiest summers of his life, on horseback of course ; and 
was even then a joint owner of innumerable farms belonging to the 
parents of many of the young recruits whose habitat was in Clinton 
and St. Lawrence Counties. And Phil. had only to glance at the 

1 Stedman’s Stanzas. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


silver plate in his “Fourgon” 2 to know that “Semper Fidelis”—‘“al]- 
ways faithful”—from of old in the Old Country was the inspiring 
legend of the Kearnys! And Phil. writes that now and again 
“Casey’s boys” accosted him with tales of his Family, and of his own 
Self even, which were traditional in Gouverneur and Depeyster and 
around Plattsburg on Lake Champlain. 

Such the posture of affairs and the position of Casey’s Division: 
when suddenly, at 12 o’clock noon, General D. H. Hill gave the 
order to assault Casey’s position and the rebels advanced with “say- 
age fury to put an end to half of McClellan’s Army!” 

First, General Casey’s youthful pickets, who were scattered all over 
the place and disorganized, fled in panic back upon his main body ; 
and after a really fine struggle of two hours, panic was communicated 
to his whole Division; which could have been checked only by old 
Casey’s—unimaginable—“reckless exposure” of his own Person! 
Casey’s Division, driven headlong from the field in panic-flight, was 
followed furiously by the Rebels, Meanwhile an assault of intense 
violence had been launched against General Couch’s Division of 
Keyes’ Corps which fell back in disorder before the onset. Couch’s 
lines were cut in two; and two regiments under his immediate com- 
mand were cut off from the main body of the Army. 

“It was at this critica] moment in the battle’, writes McClellan, 
with his army—south of the river—cut in two, “that General Kearny 
with General Berry’s and Jameson’s Brigades arrived at Seven 
Pines” ! , 

General Berry was ordered to take possession of a wood on the left 
of the battle field which commanded the Confederate flank. Then 
McClellan states in his Report,—from which in part we are writing, 
—actually penned over a year after the battle and so after Kearny’s 
death at Chantilly; “this movement was eminently successful, Gen- 
eral Berry of Kearny’s Division pushing his Regiment forward 
through the woods until their rifles commanded the left of the Camp 
and works occupied by General Casey’s Division in the morning 
and now by the Rebels. Their fire upon the pursuing enemy was very 
destructive ; and assisted materially in checking the pursuit in that part 
of the field. Kearny’s Division, General Berry, held this position in 

the woods against several attacks by superior numbers; and after 
dark, being cut off from the main body, fell back towards White Oak 
Swamp and by a circuit Kearny brought his Brigade into our lines 
in good order.” This time Phil. is getting his money’s worth! Al- 
though actually at the moment McClellan is viewing the Battle from 
his bed on the other side of the Chickahominy. This day the Engi- 
neer is really very sick,—from diarrhoea and dizziness! 


* His “victualing carriage” in charge of a French chef and colored butler. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY _ 


General Jameson meanwhile, with two Regiments,—the other two 
of his Brigade having been detached by Heintzelman to General Peck 
and one to General Birney of Kearn’y’s Division,—moved rapidiy to 
the front on the left of the Williamsburg Road, along which the 
enemy were advancing in great force; and succeeded for a time in 
keeping the abatis clear of the Rebels. But hordes of these “repro- 
bates” pressing past the undefended right of his line from which the 
Federals had retreated he was forced to return through the woods 
towards White Oak Swamp and McClellan reported “in that way 
gained camp under cover of night”. 

Thus McClellan writes unwittingly the final aban in a story of 
Kearny’s despised habit of reconnaissance. For Phil.’s customary 
horseback ride—this time “with a fine guide’”,—that very morning, 
had revealed—as Phil. wrote—‘‘the hidden path unknown to the na- 
tives in that locked up secret country’? which enabled him, when the 
troops around him gave way, to fight and win his way back to his en- 
trenched camp from which he told Heintzelman he “‘never should have 
been ordered” before he went into battle! 

The night of the battle McClellan wires the President of Casey’s 
troops “shamefully” giving way; and, as at Williamsburg, later finds 
out the truth, and corrects his Report. No word about his own 
blunder in misplacing his whole army. AicClellan adds that the action 
of these troops caused a panic which was unchecked “until Heintzel- 
man and Kearny’s Division brought up their troops which checked the 
enemy.” General Keyes, Casey’s Corps Commander completes the 
story: “A portion of Kearny’s Division checked the advance of 
the enemy and finally repulsed it; and this was the beginning of the 
Victory which the following day was so gloriously completed.” 

Meanwhile McClellan, late, too late,—the battle had been raging six 
hours,—Williamsburg repeated,—had ordered General Sumner and 
suggested to two other Corps Commanders,—Porter and Franklin,— 
to come from the North side of the Chickahominy. Sumner only 
obeyed and near dusk arrived with the advance of his Corps and enter- 
ing the battle toward the position where General Couch was cut 
off from the main body, the Confederates made several charges 
against him but were repulsed. Then General Sumner took the of- 
fensive and ordered an advance and while the rebels “were falling 
back darkness ended the battle in that part of the field.” 

And now with bold and sweeping movements, let’s fill in this 
skeleton of the battle with its ghosts from formal reports gibbering 
instead of living men, with the real action in technicolor,—with Depth, 
—thrown on the screeen by the Confederate Colonel Estvan—of 
the Prussian Army—looking toward Kearny’s Division; in short 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


let's go to war with a veteran who had fought with the historic 
Soldiers of Europe: 


“KEARNY AT SEVEN PINES” 
By A Prussian Dragoon 


As Colonel Estvan reached Casey’s Division he found them seized 
with an indescribable panic and they gave way in disorder! For 
a moment after Casey’s rout it was supposed that the defeat of 
McClellan was complete. Two of the enemy’s generals had alréady 
been abandoned 3 by their men and a firm conviction was entertained 
that the whole of McClellan’s Army was lost. Each man was anxious 
to take part in the battle in the hope of the capture of McClellan and 
his army cut off from their lines of retreat. The fine Divisions of 
Hill and Longstreet came up to give the coup-de-grace to the flying 
enemy ; it seemed as if no human power could stop the enemy in their 
disorderly flight. 


At this critical moment, General Kearny brought up his Division 


The troops kept their ground and succeeded in covering the flight of 
their comrades. Some Michigan troops performed prodigious feats 
of valor on this occasion, and most of their officers were killed and 
their ranks were fearfully cut up but nothing could prevail against the 
stern resoluteness of their charge !—To interrupt the German a 
moment; What a tribute this is to the first, second, third and fifth 
Michigan! No wonder they were with the 63rd Pennsylvanians, 
the troops, next to Phil.’s Brigade, of his predilection '— “Death stared 
them in the face wherever they looked; but their courage never 
flagged.” It was a sad episode of the bloody fight when these brave 
German soldiers from the Far West were seen to fall man by man! 

But they steadily opposed every fierce onset of our elated troops 
and stood like a wall between these and their own defeated force that 

3 No word could illustrate more luminously than “abandon” the service Phil. 
rendered in his practiced military philosophy of exposing himself in battle. 
“What men dare, I dare.” “Lead and I follow”. Men don’t “abandon” inspir- 
ing leadership! “I, who taught the Army of the Potomac to fight)? ».)., 

*The Richmond Dispatch reports that there was captured in Casey’s Camp 
the following document which seems to contradict Genera] Casey’s practice: 
“Casey’s Headquarters, March 31st, 1862—Dear Mr. Secretary” The’ few 
notes I handed you with regard to the defenses of the city after the rebellion 
has been mastered, I would now enlarge on. It is certain that no argument is 
worth a straw with the southern rulers but that of the bayonet; and we would 
be recreant to the cause of liberty on this earth if we did not use it!” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


their fugitives might be enabled to reform their ranks; then in turn 
try to assist those who had come to the rescue. ... In this way 
a line of battle was once more formed and the struggle was again 
maintained with desperation.® General Anderson, seeing that it was 
hopeless to make an impression on these new formed columns, now 
ordered forward Pickett’s Brigade to cut off the enemy’s retreat. 
Before this could be executed, however, the troops were met by a 
Brigade of the enemy commanded by General Sumner who fell on 
them with the bayonet while a battery which he had ordered up 
played upon them at the same time. Pickett’s Brigade now turned and 
retired and this led to a retreat of the Divisions of Anderson and 
Hill. The victorious enemy pushed on with loud cheers. The enemy 
drove our troops back to Fair Oaks until night put an end to the 
slaughter. 


Now comes a picture of the battle drawn principally in black and 
white by a Michigan private who fought in the very scene thrown on 
Colonel Estvan’s screen of many colors: 


A COLOR SERGEANT AT SEVEN PINES 


When General Couch’s Division had fallen back on Saturday Gen- 
eral Berry’s Brigade, Kearny’s Division, was brought forward con- 
sisting of the 2nd, 3rd and 5th Michigan and 37th New York 
Volunteers. The 3rd was thrown into line in advance; and about half 
an hour before the others arrived, General Kearny ordered them to 
attack the enemy on the left side of Bottom’s Bridge Road. Concealed 
among the fallen timber, the rebels opened fire on the right wing of 
my regiment at a distance of 10 rods. 

The line was rapidly formed in double quick while advancing to- 
wards the enemy’s position. The center and left wing extended into 
a thick growth of pine, Seven Pines among them. By the time the 
left wing had formed, the Regiment was within 30 feet of the 
Slashes. The enemy immediately opened a terrible fire; it was most 
murderous and here occurred our principal loss. The men received 
the fire without wavering; and before the enemy had time to re-load 
our right charged upon them with the bayonet, reserving their fire 
until the concealed foes were started from their cover; and as soon 
as they were within sight we delivered an effective and destructive fire. 

. The enemy broke and ran like sheep leaving the Slashes filled 
with their dead, dying and wounded,—an awful sight. 

Our right meanwhile continued to load and fire and the rebels made 


5 Kearny told Heintzelman as he entered the battle to reform such a line, 
instead of the strategy adopted. See his letters. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


several attempts to reform their scattered ranks but at the delivery 
of our volleys he broke and ran. Driven out of the Slashes they 
were driven back still further and held in their position until the 
balance of the Brigade came up; and although re-inforced they stili 
continued the retreat until the ground lost by General Couch on that 
side of the road had been recovered. 


It would almost seem as if Phil.’s “Fighting Division” had saved 
Casey and so again the Army! A second edition of Williamsburg 
with Sumner the “Bystander” playing Hancock’s “superb réle” on an 
enlarged scale and with Hancock and sixty thousand troops playing 
Sumner’s role on the north side of the Chickahominy, while two- 
fifths of the army on the south bank were in imminent danger of 
annihilation ! 

On the opening of firing the next day, General Hooker pushed for- 
ward, followed by the famous General Sickles’ Brigade, the Excel- 
siors. On coming near the wood now held by the enemy in force, 
Hooker found Kearny’s Division, Birney’s Brigade, in line of battle, 
exactly where Kearny, against Heintzelman’s protest, for dis- 
obedience to which Heintzelman arrested General Birney,—had placed 
them. He at once made the attack with two regiments calling up Bir- 
ney’s Brigade to support him. This was well done and the enemy was 
pushed through the woods for more than an hour of hard fighting and 
after a bayonet charge the enemy fied in confusion, “throwing down 
arms and even clothing in their flight.’ In the meanwhile, over by 
Sumner, the enemy made several aitempts to break his line; but upon 
the whole line advancing the enemy was thrown back and a bayonet 
charge, in which two regiments of Kearny’s Division participated, 
turned a retreat into precipitate flight. “Our troops pushed forward 
as far as the line held by them on the 31st.” General Couch con- 
cluded the story : “At night General Kearny’s troops with others of my 
exhausted Division, formed the first line facing the enemy.” 

Now is the great opportunity to execute Kearny’s military dogma: 
Follow Through. But McClellan revealed “his military Imbecility” 
alike as Strategist and Fighter. Phil—and the whole Army—eager to 
pursue, and fight the Army’s way, no siege guns necessary, into the 
still “unfortified Richmond”,—the sole reason for McClellan’s mili- 
tary existence,—with some or all of McClellan’s 105,000 men, against 
the relatively small army of General Johnston, approximately 60,000 
men, reads some little Napoleonic nonsense! Nonsense indeed to a 
Soldier who had just 27 days earlier traveled his own little army 
of 12,000 men, nine miles over the N o-Man’s Land of the Civil War, 
and beaten these very soldiers under the same Commanders with only 
Ig00 men and driven them out of their entrenched camp at the end 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of his military journey—and captured their Colonial Capital! Yet 
McClellan tells Stanton: “The state of the roads rendered impossible 
further pursuit’! : 

Ghosts of Scott with Phil. sword in hand, on the Mexican Rampart, 
now 15 years ago, plus 7 weeks, waving both his arms to Pacifist 
“Nick” Trist and to a whole army to come along! Manassas, the 
Evacuated,—not Medeah and Solferino and Magenta; oh, no! there 
were soldiers and strategians and engineers and tacticians !—and now 
Yorktown, Williamsburg and Seven Pines! 

“And oh!—the useless losses !”’—see Phil.’s letters!—A total loss 
of five thousand, seven hundred thirty-seven youths sacrificed to 
McClellan’s incompetency,—or “cowardice or treason” ?—against all 
known, and universally known, rules of strategy—and tactics,—de- 
liberately offering Heintzelman’s and Keyes’ Corps to McClellan’s 
Gods of the Confederacy by separating Kearny and Hooker, and 
Keyes’ corps, by an impassable river from his main army! 

Then too Kearny spending in vain his military reputation in merely 
again saving the army, and McClellan’s thankless face irom McClel- 
lan’s own blunders; and risking his life by a bravery so sublime as 
to startle from the woods, which Phil. stormed, the classic Nightin- 
gale of American Battle-Literature, singing its immortal song of 
“Kearny at Seven Pines’, with all Kearny’s Brigadiers joined in the 
chorus! 

Then the rout! And Kearny with a fragment of his Division 
as at Williamsburg, checking it; and now he and Joe Hooker actually 
constituting an offensive battle and driving the enemy, now themselves 
in panic, before their Divisions! And then, unbelievable! Like the 
pacifist at San Antonio, McClellan sounds the Recall! But read 
Phil.’s letters—it is more interesting—of what he thought of wasting 
his own and Uncle Sam’s and the taxpayers’ money in hiring this City 
Manager of a Military Municipality of one hundred thirty thousand 
denizens,—even with a White House for the occupancy of its Chief 
Executive,—mostly all foreigners given jobs by Uncle Sam! 

The public debt for the fiscal year ending on the very day Phil. 
beat the last battle, June 30th, 1862, save one, of the Peninsula Cam- 
paign, for war purposes, showed $543,595,000 for the Civil War; 
of which McClellan’s disbursements for operating his malarial 
summer camps in the Swamps of Virginia was $325,000,000! 

Kearny excluded from McClellan’s clique,—therefore McClellan 
without Phil.’s experienced counsel,—resolved that if this thing hap- 
pened again to do something about it. And he does :—twenty-six 
days away on the day of the bloody useless murder of Gaines’ Mill. 
Meanwhile he writes Parker the data for Parker’s use, Patriot and 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Republican, close to Lincoln who believed in Parker without recourse, 
and to Governor Olden of New Jersey. 

And now let’s tune in on the Nightingale’s Voice, flushed from 
the fields in Kearny’s assault on the woods. The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic on the Peninsula,—the great Clarence Stedman’s classic 
stanzas written after Kearny’s death at Chantilly. 


KEARNY AT SEVEN PINES 


I 


So that soldierly legend ts still on its journey, 

That story of Kearny who knew not to yield. 

’Twas the day when with Jameson, fierce Berry and Birney, 

Against 20,000 he rallied the field! 

Where the red volleys poured, where the clamor rose highest, 

Where the dead lay in clumps, through the dark oak and pine; 
Where the aim from the thicket was surest and nighest; 

No charge like Phil. Kearny’s along the whole line! 


II 


When the battle went til and the bravest was solemn; 

Near the dark Seven Pines where we still held our ground, 
He rode down the length of the withering column 

And his heart at our war cry leapt up with a bound, 

He snuffed like his charger the wind of the powder. 

His sword waved us on and we answered the sign. 

Loud our cheer as we rushed; but his laugh rang the louder! 
“There’s the devil’s own fun, boys, along the whole line!” 


III 


How he strode his brown steed; how we saw his blade brighten! 
In the one hand still left; and the reins in his teeth! 

He laughed like a boy, when the holidays heighten; 

But a soldier’s glance shot from his visor beneath. 

Up came the Reserves to the mélée infernal 

Asking where to go in through the clearing or pine? 

“Oh, anywhere! Forward! ’Tis all the same, Colonel, 

Yow'll find lovely fighting along the whole line’. 


r¥ 


Oh, veil the black shroud of night at Chantilly, 

That hid him from sight of his brave nen and tried. 
Foul, foul sped the bullet that clipped the white lily 

The flower of our knighthood, the whole army’s pride! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Yet we dream that he still in that shadowy region, 

Where the dead form their ranks at the wan drummer’s sign, 
Rides on as of old down the length of his legion, 

And the word still is “Forward !’—along the whole line. 


But now the Nightingale is flown into the morning light and gives 
way to the “military bad man,”. Chaplain Marks, who had that day 
plied his merciful trade with Religious Headquarters on a rock in the 
forefront with Kearny’s Division. Kearny passed and paused long 
enough to “Halloo” above the roar of battle, a few words of greeting; 
and of salvation,—in the physical order! 

The good Doctor’s vision of Phil. at Fair Oaks is well worth 
reading. The Doctor’s quill steeped in love of the heroic and the 
sublime tends—now and later—to detour the Student from the path 
of Kearny’s rounded military character while lolling across the poppy 
fields of personal fascination, drowsing the intellectual senses: Gen- 
eral Kearny showed himself equal to every emergency; dared every 
danger and risked his life in the most hazardous positions! His 
men seemed capable of performing anything under his eye; for their 
confidence in his courage and military sagacity was unbounded. I 
have often heard men speak at the camp fires of his unruffled cool- 
ness during both of the days of May 31st and June ist, 1862. I 
had taken a position in one of the advanced redoubts when Kearny 
passed. He glanced towards me as he approached and remarked: 
“What are you doing way out here; you might get killed and there’s 
no use in that; you had better go back to the rear’; and as I did 
so—this time obedience was a better part of valor !—he galloped away 
to the thick of the fray. 

Phil.’s old friend of Paris days—the Count of that city—whose 


horse, an “iron gray,” given him by Kearny out of his “Peninsula 


Stable,”—Kearny’s “Fashion Course,” they also dubbed it! recalling 
Long Island’s then Belmont Park—had true to its Old Rider sprung 
across the swollen Chickahominy to the sound of the guns; and so 
the rider saw “Philippe” “re-establish” the battle and Paris confirms 
an incident which we will read about in Phil.’s letters: At half past 
three o’clock, Kearny who, from the moment that he heard the sound 
of cannon, knew no obstacles, arrived at Seven Pines with two Bri- 
gades ; and as at Williamsburg arrives in good time to re-establish the 
fight and retrieve the fortunes of the day! Berry’s Brigade of 
Kearny’s Division composed of Michigan Regiments and an Irish 
Battalion advanced as a wall into the midst of the disordered mass 
which wanders over the battle field; and does more by example than 


_ the most powerful reinforcement. Couch with a few Regiments was 


driven back and isolated from the remainder of his Division which was 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


no longer able to defend Seven Pines and forced back on the Wil- 
liamsburg road. Kearny’s Brigade which had resolutely defended 
their position on the extreme left on finding themselves separated 
from the rest of the Army were obliged to make a large detour across 
the wood to rejoin their comrades. 

Then good old General Heintzelman, writing now as always from 
the scene brought near him by powerful field glasses,—but witnessing 
more truthfully than McClellan’s on the other side of the Chicka- 
hominy,—devotes this space to Phil.’s scene: The heavy loss in 
General Kearny’s Division will attest how much his Division felt the 
enemy! After General Kearny’s Division arrived on the field our 
forces did not fall back a third of a mile; and with less than 11,000 
men after a struggle of three and a half hours, checked the enemy’s 
masses completely. 

To Phil., Seven Pines was a Birthday battle. The night after 
at “Fletcher’s Farm House,” he gave a Birthday party and dis- 
tributed—as on the boat to Alexandria later—some “golden dollars” 
through Chaplain Marks “to the boys over there’’—at the hospital— 
who “needed it most’, in honor of the affair! Forty-seven years since 
the begetting at the Homestead in Newark, opposite his “Kearny 
Castle” as the people now call it! To him always “Bellegrove’! In 
a later day “Belgrove” which gives its name to the Avenue formerly 
the main approach to the ‘‘Mansion”. 

The occasion was celebrated with a sub-title in honor of the “Army 
of the South,”—of course of the Chickahominy! Sedgwick and 
Sumner, however, who had come across the river, broke Phil.’s bread. 
And to his immense disgust Samuel Wilkeson of the Tribune, about 
whom the Herald Tribune today “knows nothing’—the same of their 
very great correspondent in Pope’s campaign at Chantilly !—Too, 
Too Bad! Once these men wrote stories the nation read from coast 
to coast; formed the nation’s vision of what happened in the Civil 
War,—and now Oblivion! | 

“Sam” greatly irked Phil. by his tricky methods,—“offensive” Phil. 
called them,—of getting the news; which, however, he always got. 
And in fact by trick played on Kearny he attended Phil.’s dinner at 
which sat down twenty of the distinguished soldiers on the Penin- 
sula. Wilkeson came as General Heintzelman’s ‘‘voluntary aide” !— 
Indeed he had served as Heintzelman’s aide on the 31st. That’s the 
way he got the best news for the Tribune of any paper in America. 
But had Phil. read his story—doubtful—he would have made Sam 
his guest of honor for it was a corker: ® 


6 It was almost “impossible” to get the anti-McClellan Tribune on the Pen- 
insula immediately after the battles. The Herald, World and Times flooded the 
camp. Yet the Tribune had a special office at White House. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The New York Tribune, Monday, June 2nd, 1862, contained in 
screaming headlines the following news: 

: 4 

GREAT BATTLE OF THE CHICKAHOMINY. 

OUR ADVANCE ATTACKED BY THE REBELS. 

THEY COME ON IN OVERWHELMING FORCE. 
GENERAL HEINTZELMAN AND KEARNY TO THE 
RESCUE AT SEVEN PINES! i 

THE ENEMY REPULSED EVERYWHERE! 


It was certainly very nice of Sam to pay in this way his obligations 
to Heintzelman! So far as Heintzelman was concerned his “Division” 
on the 31st was only a portion of Kearny’s. As at Williamsburg 
Heintzelman’s “Strategy” had held a part which he commanded in 
repose! Hooker’s Division was not engaged. Sam went on to say: 

Two days of the Battle of Richmond have been fought. The 
battle was opened by the enemy making an attack on General 
Casey’s encampment near the Seven Pines. . . . General Casey’s 
troops gave way leaving all their camp equipage and 12 batteries 
on the field. General Heintzelman advanced a portion of General 
Kearny’s Division to regain the day. General Kearny’s men charged 
with the bayonet, driving the rebels before them like sheep and 
regaining all the lost ground save about one-half mile. People 
here in Washington are not displeased that it was the soldiers of 
General Kearny that fought at Williamsburg who won fresh laurels 
on the Chickahominy, etc., etc. 


New Jersey, in its Sentinel of Freedom, had it that Kearny deter- 
mined in person to lead the 3rd Michigan Regiment into action and 
ordering it forward dashed up to the enemy completely checking his 
Progress. His bold and successful movement had the effect of 
arresting the disgraceful flight of the beaten and dismayed fugitives 
from Casey’s command. “During the entire action, General Kearny 
exhibited the utmost daring and contempt for life pressing forward 
into the most exposed positions followed by his Staff and inspiring 
confidence by his dashing energy and unexampled gallantry. He 
had a horse shot under him as also had several of his aides.” 

The French Press always following Kearny’s battles, “rooting” 
for victory of “Her Soldier of the Chasseurs” Is represented in an 
article in the Journal des Débats dated \V ashington June Ist: “Till 
the arrival of General Kearny, the Federals were thrown out of their 
redoubts and their batteries turned against them. Le General Lee 


et le President Davis etaient sur le champs de bataille.” Then the 


same Journal on Sunday, June 22nd carried this item: “We have had 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


a desperate battle. The Division Casey which was found in the first 
line gave ground in a manner which is hard to explain and fled which 
caused a confusion, but: General Kearny with the greatest courage 
arrived with his division ‘qui tirent l’ennemie en echée’”. 

As at Manassas and Williamsburg, Kearny groans aloud at Mc- 
Clellan’s failure to Follow Through. Had McClellan fought Lee, 
even now on the Ist of June in Chief Command,’ instead of 24 days 
later, victory and the capture of Richmond would have followed as 
Kearny saw it. Jackson’s approach was now unthought of, which 
became McClellan’s bugaboo on the 25th and paralyzed McClellan’s 
resolution to continue an advance on that very day successfully com- 
menced by General Kearny. History supports Kearny’s judgment; . 
and the Confederates too knew its soundness. Years later in the 
“Military History of the Confederacy” the judgment was pronounced 
that the inaction of half the Army had prevented McClellan from 
turning the battle of Fair Oaks into a great victory. Sumner’s suc- 
cess was a sufficient proof of this. By leaving one Division to guard 
the large park of artillery and the depots, McClellan could have 
crossed the river and fallen upon the flank of the Confederates. 
Such an attack would have made the Confederates pay dearly for their 


first success. Upon the representations of his Corps Commanders 
_ that the conditions of the terrain would not allow passage of the 
artillery, he consented to defer the movement to cross the Chicka- 


hominy. . . . This was a great misfortune for he had lost the oppor- 
tunity not repeated in the whole course of the campaign.® 
And now mark this from the Comte de Paris for identification two 


months later at Bull Run: On the dawn of the first, Hooker, not 
_ Johnston, took the initiative. But Franklin and Porter remained 
_ across the Chickahominy not following the brave Sumner’s example 
of the 31st; and this despite the fact that McClellan had strongly 
- urged Franklin to cross. Their vacillation saved the Confederates 
_ from imminent disaster. Indeed it has been asserted by eye witnesses 
that the Confederate retreat was not made without disorder and that 


if the Federals had pressed with a sufficient force, even without 
artillery, “they might probably have been able to enter Richmond.” 
But a cursory reading of Phil.’s letters will easily show that his 


_ Judgment as Soldier was, precisely as Lee’s judgment, based upon 
_ the psychology of his enemies—of McClellan, Engineer, primarily,— 
_ but way beyond that, the psychology of a Nation; the psychology of 


ENE RE cue EUS OF TL 


7 Three rebel commanding generals commanded at this battle! 
®But at the investigation by Congress, several General Officers,—Keyes, 
Sumner and Heintzelman declared strongly that an advance on Richmond 
would have yielded the Capital. 
[ 263 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the South and particularly the psychology of the Confederate Capital. 
Longer delay meant reinforcements for the Confederates; meant 
little in that line to the Army of the Potomac, as Lincoln was soon 
to tell McClellan, in a famous dispatch which will be read. And re- 
inforcements meant the strengthening of the mental attitude of the 
citizens in the Confederate Capital which Phil. “knew” at Sangster’s 
Station, Yorktown and at Williamsburg amounted to consternation. 
It is very fortunate that an exact account of Richmond’s psychology 
was being written contemporaneously by a Clerk in the War Office 
of Mr. Randolph who wrote a too little known journal tracing its 
history. Clerk R. B. Jones—really a secretary—opened Mr. Ran- 
dolph’s mail, made digests of it, and then in turn received from Ran- 
dolph and wrote out skeleton answers of Randolph’s replies. 
Psychologically, Sangster’s Station, Yorktown, Williamsburg and 
Seven Pines, was the time to win the day. To win Richmond; and so 
to win the war. 

When the rebels evacuated Manassas, Jones conjectured that the 
enemy “certainly would fall upon us from some other direction”. 
Then when McClellan was actually on the Peninsula Jones records 
that “all believe we are near a crisis involving the capture of the 
Capital. . . . An awful day awaits us; we hear rumors of an impor- 
tant cabinet meeting when it was resolved to advise General Johnston 
to evacuate Yorktown and retire towards Richmond”! 


A REBEL WAR CLERK REPORTS RANDOLPH’S SECRETS 


May oth. My Family except my son Custis, started today for 
Raleigh, N. C. But isn’t it in reality another flight? For no one 
seriously supposes that Richmond will be defended. 

May loth. The President’s Family has departed for Raleigh; 
and the families of most of the Cabinet to their respective homes or 
other places of refuge. The President has been baptised at home; 


- and privately confirmed in St. Paul’s church.® 


May igth. Every preparation has been made to abandon the city. 
The archives have been sent to Columbia, S. C. The tracks over the 
bridges have been covered with planks to facilitate the passage of 
artillery. Mr. Randolph, Secretary of War, under whom I am work- 
ing, has told his page and cousin “you must go with my wife into the 
country, for tomorrow the enemy will be here”. The Secretary of the 
Treasury had a special locomotive and cars constantly with steam up 
in readiness to fly with treasure. 


®“What further need have we of witnesses!” 
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‘GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


May 27th. More troops came in last night and were marched to 
the Army so that the Yankees would know nothing of it.1° 

May 30th. Our scouts report the left wing of the enemy on this 
side of the Chickahominy. | 

June 2nd. General Johnston is wounded. . 

June 11th. General Smith, the New York Street Commissioner 
has been urged as Commander in Chief. 

June 13th. General Lee is satisfied with the present position. Mc- 
Clellan has no idea of attacking us now! 

June 23rd. Jackson came to Lee’s Headquarters, red with the-mud 
and dust of three Virginia Counties and met Lee, Longstreet and 
f2P.. Hill} 

Then comes the fatal—or glorious !—news: 

June 28th. The President publishes a despatch from General Lee 
announcing a victory. Today the streets are crammed with hundreds 
of blue coats, Yankee prisoners. So much for Jones’ psychologic 
story! 

At Williamsburg, with Psychology in his favor and a “tiny army” 
opposed to him,—McClellan excluding Kearny from his counsels— 
as at Seven Pines, failed to Follow Through. On the 28th with a 
vast army against him as well as a powerful psychology, the hour of 
McClellan’s destiny had struck. He had sowed the wind with his in- 
competence or disloyalty or cowardice; he was now to reap the whirl- 
wind of disaster. But it was at least to prove to him the validity of 
Kearny’s dictum that he could make the trip of 23% miles with his 
entire army over terrain which he said was “impassable” when pressed 
by Lee’s military genius in just about three days! 

During the battle, Kearny had played a part in a number of side 
shows; and again in several important pieces of military business 
away from the main current of the Chickahominy and its Battle. 

While Robert Anderson, Patriot and Soldier, who named the battles 
around Mexico the “Battle of Mexico” celebrating Phil.’s exploit, was 
at Fort Sumter, his cousin, Colonel R. H. Anderson, later Lieutenant 
General of the Confederacy, was stationed at Fort Kearny, Nebraska, 
Stephen Kearny’s bailiwick. Now General Anderson was fighting 
Phil. at Seven Pines and he records among the salient episodes which 
challenged his interest, a little history which illustrates splendidly 
a characteristic often ascribed to Kearny, his generosity to a fallen 
foe: } 

It is a pleasure to record one of the thousands of incidents of 
gracious liberality and true christian spirit which actuated many of 
those who were so bitterly contesting on the Peninsula; and it is 


70 May 24th. The Richmond Dispatch editorialized: “To surrender would 
entail consequences so disastrous we fear to look at it.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


an additional gratification since this one was extended by General 
Philip Kearny to our own brave Colonel Bratton. The Colonel had 
been wounded and had fallen inté the enemy’s hands; while thus 
situated he received the following letter from Philip Kearny: 


Dear Sir: 

The fortunes of this unnatural war have made you a prisoner, and 
it was in the harids of one of my Regiments, the 4th Maine, Colonel 
Walker, that you fell. I take the liberty, in courtesy and good feel- 
ing, of putting myself and friends at the North at your disposal. 

_ I forward by special messenger your sword, belt and watch, to- 
gether with a letter from the Surgeon, Doctor Gesner, who attended 
you who is an acquaintance of your family in the South. 

If, Sir, you will permit me, I also place at your call a credit with 
my bankers, Riggs & Company, Washington, for $200.00, which may 
serve you until your own arrangements are made. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant. 

P. Kearny, Brig. General 
Commanding, 3rd Division 3rd Corps. 


Nor was this act of generosity to the foe an isolated one; at least 
in three instances, letters from thankful parents in the South, reveal 
similar acts of generosity, not to the great but to the little unknown 
soldiers, Changarnier’s “Soldat inconnu”, 

McClellan’s despatch-habit at Seven Pines, as at Williamsburg, 
drew this comment from a member of McClellan’s staff: McClellan 
followed his precedent at Williamsburg and lavished eulogies upon 
General Sumner. Kearny and Hooker alone undefeated and ever 
pressing onward to the onset in each day’s combat, were scarcely men- 
tioned. But it soon became known that by the ardor which Kearny 
infused into Jameson’s and Berry’s Brigades our army had been saved 
—and by a tardy arrival of a part of McClellan’s force under Sumner 
from the other bank of the Chickahominy.™4 

After the battle of Seven Pines, on June 5th, at “Camp near 
Richmond” came general order No. 1 5. Phil.’s Pen flamed at Seven 
Pines even as his Sword; His Sword dipped in the blood of battle 
penned martial hymns: Kearny’s “Kearny at Seven Pines”.—A prac- 
tical illustration of Phil.’s college oration, “The Influence of Litera- 
ture on the Character of Nations.” 

Brave Regiments of the Division! You have won for us a high 
reputation. The country is satisfied; your friends at home are proud 
of you. 

11 Yet McClellan wired Washington: “Sumner, Heintzelman and Kearny 


have been engaged.” 
[ 266 ] 


lsroneD yd bobnotxe es omo, eins ovale | 
bet fenoloD ofT .nonarll lonolo) pin Ne 
zuslt slictw ;ebnsd e'yeasne of? bint molist bs 


BT] 


~ 
- 
at 
ry 
: 
>» fj 
a 
< 
: 
is 
ISsvs 
‘ec 
3 
Le Ete | 


rigid 


hiro 7q 


yo1ssa bas. mamdbospnish game": notgeidae boat ae 


& .Tomeeig & NOY SDBM Sv uf taw lstmtanny 2idt to ronutrot | 
nolo) enisMé ctp sft etesaigel ya Jo.ono to abnad dt nk ew we 


lseog2ib nov tn dire od? Js ebnsizt bas Neeym gnussug te 3 ot ai 
intaw bas. tied Btowe wor twegnsecsm yA ky. qd brswio0t I... 


1: noirlw ,00.008¢ 163 motguisies W...\ aides % eggil en Ve 
Io) bre ne! : id b rie apes marino 


’ 
g t - ys 7 Fe aq y , as ~~ ; ral + | band 
| 2s :ano betelog? as sot ocd? of yeotonsg 10 305 en 2ow oh 


aaing old oclt of sud deere oft of Jor .yitzotensg to etos 2Blimta 


3.1 lo serfabpiint of f™ sIAIAIO 8 suellog 2°. fh id io nove vianlli {soit 














































VURASH SLU 


: yir1a921 qifidd emor toate! gniwollot oft bovi 30% 


Lo 


2 bus yeotod ni vis adil otf? sols a tsi voy ted? Sage 


So 


te ory .79R29x9 TOISOT, .ro: acre ° a mort 2 ited & dir tsdiog: 
2 oi nt ylimnst a Ts : asiniaypos oe et ody ) a mn 


- 


be1a s fine soy 48 evsiq ozls I om = iameg lliw noy..tie 21. A 


ginem agi sT1s mwo woy lism HOY svi 
tnevis2 Insibsdo woy ,¢llutiosqest aa 


y 


le19 fr" } ited ir nob A | _ 


= 


1 


2 oft oth eteegteq Inidetsdt mow etttel sonatent sould. 5% 
. “nerroasti sbloe. ewimesyast 2riblog). 
nsiliW ic 2p @onil mevec is nden-slot teqesb e'nalisfoM =. 
TA : Rete 2 aalislloW ? ie & mon SAIENENOS esclt ward 
sige! larval bes gwderreilli¥/ ts. ijasbes07g, 200 bool a : 
no bemgelebew onole t400H bas yaised same lemme oe 
3 svaw dedesoo 2‘ysb dose ai toeno 9) of bigwao Biizes1q ne 
1 dois tobe ort yd tect woud omeaoed so02 tt ofl ..benoitias 
bed vei | 270 e‘v1i9G. bas oid oiat boew hat: , 
baw oat eral nen .yiag 8 io. isvitia vbiat 5 vd. bas—.\ 
eli ft to desad pus silt mort, or. 
sD” 35 wiz saul ao .2onid asved to. slited orld To A. os tae 
hatha 259 efi 27 .o% aebto Istonsg stnso, “bromnloadl . it 
, boold edi ui beqgib brow2 ei ; browé eid es. neve, cont 
“wort s6veo@ ts gains” 2'ynngez : encod isthe booq » 


enol to 19!08 16H) ori) 06 900. 
¢ ey to? ow suedino¥ Dacieivid sds to, einamigat ovevh 
ole arid Is ebangitt wor , boiizilse 2i ywauoo sfT .cotat 

1 


te, 


y 









ae 
. ray 

Fah 

Vv “ 4 Pn Alt ‘ 


ae 1 










4 
roy, 
a ee i, 





hi 
- 






POR AMER METRO Ce RST SS WNL Wie 


POA A NN CE ONE NN FIT 8 LIN REI NOT SNF 


Cte ee ee ee eT 


TY | RE lg I AN 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


After two battles and victories purchased with much blood, you may 
be counted Veterans! 

I appeal to your experience, to your personal observation, to your 
high intelligence, to put in practice on the battle field the discipline 
you have acquired in camp. It will enable you to conquer with more 
certainty and less loss. 

Shoulder Straps and Chevrons! You are marked men: you must 
be ever in the front! 

Colonels and Field Officers! When it comes to the bayonet lead the 
charge. At other times, circulate among your men and supervise 
and keep officers and men at their constituted command. Stimulate 
the laggard; brand the coward; direct the brave; prevent companies 
huddling up or mixing. 

Marksmen! Never in the fight cheapen your rifles! When you 
fire make sure and hit. In wood and abatis one man in three is to 
fire. The others reserve their loads to repel an onset or to head a 
rush. It is with short rushes and this extra fire from time to time 
that much ground is gained. Each man up in first line, none delaying! 
Share danger alike; then the peril and loss will be small. 

Men! You brave individuals in the ranks where worth and daring 
unknown perhaps to your superiors but recognized by your com- 
rades influence more than others. J know that you exist! I have 
watched you in the Fire! Your merit is sure to have its recompense; 
your comrades at the bivouac will repeat your deeds; and it will 
gladden your families; and in the end will be brought before the 
country. 

Color-bearers of the Regiments! Bear them proudly in the fight, 
erect and defiantly in the first line! It will cast terror into the op- 
ponents to see it sustained and carried forward. Let it be the beacon- 
light of each regiment! The noblest inscription on your banners are 
the traces of the balls! 

Again Noble Division! I wish you success and new victories; until 
the cause of our Sacred Union being triumphant, you return honored 
to your homes.—Such Kearny’s exhortation to his Division! 

For the first time in our military history the Corps and Division 
badges, represented in their original,—the Kearny Patch,—were worn 
in battle at Seven Pines. The “Red Badge of Courage” of Stephen 
Crane’s famous story.!? 

Phil., just before the battle, directed his officers to wear a red patch 
or diamond,—they called it henceforth—till 1865—the Diamond Di- 


12Crane born in Newark, while resident in Asbury Park and later before 
he became famous visited “Kearny Castle’. When his fame was achieved he 
again visited General Kearny and told the General the symbolic meaning hidden 
under the title of his famous book. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


vision ; always so in Michigan,—as a distinguishing mark. As there 
were no red goods on hand for the purpose, Kearny gave up his own 
red blanket as material for the patches. Soon after the men of their 
own accord cut pieces out of the red lining of their overcoats which 
Kearny had supplied to make similar distinguishing marks for them- 
selves.?® 

Simultaneously with the idea of the Patch for the officers, Kearny 
adopted a plain red flag to indicate Division Headquarters; and soon 
after Hooker assumed a similar blue flag for his Division. 

Later when Hooker reorganized the army just before Chancellors- 
ville, he expanded Kearny’s idea of the Red Patch and applied it to 
every Corps in the army. Of the Red Badge of Courage interesting 
incidents were told, even to the Confederates, it meant what it meant 
to Stephen Crane; and it is related of Colonel McKnight of the rosth 
Pennsylvania Volunteers who was killed at Chancellorsville on May 3, 
1863, and whose body fell into the hands of the enemy that when it 
was seen that he wore Phil.’s Badge, by order of the Regimental 
Officer, he was buried with military honors. 

One of the Surgeons at the Hospital through which Kearny had 
just passed tells of an Irish youth who had bantered with Kearny 
about Kearny’s arm,—his own having just been amputated: “Be 


a 


gorra’’, said the kid, “I’ve heard a great many officers say that they — 


would rather fight than eat; but the only one I ever saw at his ase 
there was that one armed devil of a Philip Kearny!’ 

Here again as at Williamsburg, here again as on the ramparts at 
Mexico, Phil. surveyed the field,—walked through the hospitals, — 
and moaned aloud at McClellan’s futility at not ending the war then 
and there, following Hooker’s and Kearny’s Divisions and Sumner’s 
Corps through to Richmond. 

What Phil. saw in those hospitals, what he saw on the field, young 
Gorman, a talented musician of the 4th North Carolina, gives a 
glimpse. “How calm and still is everything since the great battle 
of Seven Pines! Nature smiles sweetly and the birds sing as en- 
chantingly as though no deeds of blood and carnage had been per- 
petrated. Yet near this now peaceful spot, I was in the hospital till 
late at night. What sights I witnessed! Piled in heaps lay ampu- 
tated arms and legs,—an awful scene; while from the bloody masses 
of flesh around the surgeon went up such piercing cries that the 
blood almost chilled around the fountain of life. Though chloroform 


13 A similar idea was adopted at the same time by the Confederate General 
D. H. Hill, who directed his men to wear a white band around their hats. 
And on May 27th, the Richmond Dispatch states that General Beauregard had 
adopted “a badge of honor for all who may distinguish themselves on the field 
of battle.” See Kearny’s Medals: Infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


was administered it had no effect; and such a sight when the sur- 
geon’s task was done,—arms and legs piled up like cord wood!” 

Then a splendid act of Lieutenant Rice’s. He was very sick in 
the hospital where there were a number of other troops of Kearny’s 
Division. When the fight grew warmer, and the wounded came 
pouring in with their cries of agony, he sprang from his bed,—as 
Pierce Butler in Mexico,*—and exclaimed: “Boys, every one of you 
that can hold up his head, follow me’; and more than 20 actually 
followed. He shouldered a musket and all joined the regiment; 
they fought most gallantly and then we read,——we don’t like to- but 
we have to,—‘‘Rice was severely wounded in the thigh and was car- 
ried from the field.” 15 

It was no idle talk this thing of Johnston’s army directing their 
fire at a one armed soldier. As a Federal Colonel who was wounded 
was relating in the hospital how the rebels “broke like sheep leaving 
the slashes filled with their dead and wounded,” a wounded rebel of 
the 11th Mississippi who lay on an adjoining mattress called out: 
“That is true. I got this wound running out of those pines. I was 
told that if I shot the one armed General Kearny I would be pro- 
moted ; and seeing him in the field the other side of the Williamsburg 
road, I left the ranks ; entered the wood just as our men were leaving 
and turning to run back I was shot in the thigh !” 

The young Confederate, his leg frightfully shattered,—no hope to 
save it !—sank back exhausted on the bed. Then after a few minutes: 
“Do you think the bone is broken, doctor 2’ —"Ves,”—T replied,” — 
the surgeon talking,—“‘I was obliged to tell him the truth. He bore 
the operation well, with great fortitude, and on being dressed and 
returned to his bed, minus the left leg, he cheerfully said: ‘Phil. 
Kearny is better off now with his one arm than I am with one leg.’ ” 

A famous contemporary expression arose out of Seven Pines, 
“Come Casey’—to be caught unawares. It is supposed to have 
originated with Private Crotty of Kearny’s Division who used it in 
telling of one of Kearny’s “innumerable skirmishes” which Phil. 
speaks of in his letters and of which of course nobody knew anything 
about. Another skirmish—ten killed—that’s all! 


KEARNY’S SKIRMISHES ON THE PENINSULA 


Every man is now in his own works for we do not want them to 
“come Casey” on us for we are always ready to give them a warm 


14The very distinguished Justice of the Supreme Court writes the Author 
that though hearing the same name they are not related. 
15 This episode taken from a Michigan source is “secretly” let into Agnes’ 
ear in one of Phil.’s letters. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


reception. About the middle of June the enemy came down in force 
on our picket lines and drove them in. We are all in our works for 
we expect it is going to be a general attack. They come in plain 
Sight; stop; and establish their picket line. Now our one armed 
General, Phil. Kearny, does not like to see them every day so close 
to our line. So he makes a detail from every Regiment of about 50 
men to drive back the rebels and retake our ground. The detail 
starts over the works; and soon drives the rebel pickets out; but they 
are met by their heavy reserves and try to stand their ground. 

A beautiful fight here takes place. Our gallant Kearny rides up 
and tells us to give it to them, while the little army charges and 
drives the rebels from our lost ground. We re-establish our line in 
its former place and return in triumph to our breast-works amidst 
the cheers of our comrades in camp. 


It was after the Battle of Seven Pines that Kearny wrote his well- 
known appraisement of the relative bravery of the troops under his 
command : 3 

The Irish, Phil. said, were brave as any, but the highest phase of 
their bravery was a reckless, rollicking bravery without judgment— 
a perfect practical illustration of the Faugh-a-ballagh, “Bludgeon 
fighting,” as Wellington called it on more than one occasion. Ameri- 
can bravery is equal to the Irish so far as a proper contempt or dis- 
regard of danger is concerned; but was rendered more telling by a 
common instinct which teaches our people where exposure is need- 
less, how to take care of themselves, without shirking their work. 
Order an Irish regiment to charge and it would make the attack 
brilliantly, but do it in such a manner as to suffer all that could be 
suffered! Order a regiment of Americans to perform the same 
work and they will do it just as thoroughly ; but they will do it in 
such a manner “as to inflict all the loss possible upon the enemy and 
suffer as little as possible themselves.” 

In Washington, Count Gurowski looked through the eyes of an 
informed select opinion and wrote in his journal for May and June, 
1862: McClellan literally has not stood by when a cartridge was 
burned and yet they sing huzzahs for him! . . . The battle of Fair 
Oaks is another evidence of General McClellan’s veracity! .. . 
Kearny and Hooker would move quickly ; would fight with bravery! 
We would be in Richmond any day with any other than a General 
like Mc Napoleon! 

But the battle is fought out; Richmond beckons. Will McClellan 
with his vast army take the offensive! McClellan persists in leaving 
his army in the position from which Kearny had saved it. The 
President recognizes the continued danger ; recognizes that only by 
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sheer military miracle the two Corps on the south side of the Chicka- 
hominy are still alive and kicking. Lincoln wires McClellan: 

With the continued rains I am anxious about the Chickahominy—so 
close in your rear and crossing your line of communications. Please 
look to it. A. Lincoln. 

On the same day, June 3rd, he hears from McClellan—read again 
on June 26th!—: Your despatch just received. As the Chickahominy 
has been almost the only obstacle in my way for several days your 
Excellency may rest assured that it has not been overlooked. I have 
taken every possible step to insure the security of the Corps on the 
right bank but I cannot reinforce them until my bridges are all safe. 
On account of the effect I hope you will regard this information as 
confidential for a few days. On the sth McClellan writes: The rain 
keeps me in status quo. On June roth Stanton is told: I am com- 
pletely drenched by weather; the roads and fields are literally im- 
passable for artillery! 

It is the irony of fate, it is McClellan’s military imbecility, it is one 
of the two alternatives which Kearny ultimately tells McClellan to 
his face is the matter with him; that no sooner had he fixed up his 
bridges and pulls his artillery over perfectly passable ground and 
puts Porter in the same position in which he left Kearny at Seven 
Pines that Lee does at Gaines’ Mill on the North side of the Chicka- 
hominy exactly what Johnston did at Seven Pines on the South! 
But this time was Journey’s End for McClellan in the Peninsula ; 
really for McClellan as Soldier! And when his journey was ending 
towards Richmond he deliberately refused to let Kearny help him; 
but that is another story. 

Such the setting—such the editorial comment,—in which to place 
some of Phil.’s garnets of Military Literature. 


Six & one-half miles—Richmond 
= June Ist, 1862 
Dearest Love, Hf 

Another haphazard battle where I was sent for to redeem the 
blundering and short-comings of others. This time it was an old 
acquaintance of mine, and good old overrated fool, General Casey 
who early in the Fall was given a Division to my injury whose men 
Save way most shamefully, filled the roads from the battlefield to our 
camp three and one-half miles, and ran away worse than at Bull’s 
Run. 

I am used to many strange sights! But when I saw, before the 
arrival of the fugitives, a whole line of wagons coming full tilt, I felt 
that many a bold man might well have had his senses turned! Then 
came a stream of fugitives; and finally they pushed on in masses. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


My superior Heintzelman commanding the Corps, a weak old fool 
but no particular coward, mismanaged me as usual. He had pre- 
viously ordered me to leave a brigade in the rear. He then directed 
me to send away one brigade by the railroad quite away from my 
control; and then a brigade to the battlefield. I pushed on at a 
fearful pace; got under fire and as usual was sent to charge, while 
thousands of those I came to help were left quietly to be passed by 
me crouched in rifle pits and fortifications! We pushed right on; 
and I drove back the enemy. But McClellan’s injustice had changed 
my men. They followed me after a fashion; but were colder and 
slow. I won everywhere. When the enemy got in behind us and 
the troops in the rear ran like sheep I flew to them; hurrahed at them 
and raised my cap, and turned them and led them into the fight again. 
I had hardly done this when another large party of the enemy stole 
in behind my brigade. I was cut off nearly from my own men, but 
rushed to some men near by and made a stand. However I looked 
back on my recent borrowed followers and found them and all the 
others and some seven or eight thousand running like good fellows 
and masses of the enemy regularly but rapidly and sternly pursuing 
them ; and occupying the only reputed roads of retreat. 

Think I to myself: I am cut off, me and mine; but fortunately I 
had that day examined with a fine guide, all that secret locked up 
country of forests and swamps. I saw they hoped to cut me off from 
the retreat by getting between me and White Oak Swamp. _ 

By this time a regiment of mine attracted by the fire in the rear 
came along in the woods. I charged the enemy in the rear and 
would have gained the day but for lack of reenforcements. But I 
fought them long enough to enable my intercepted regiments to retire 
by a secret road through the swamp; got back to my position, a very 
strong one from which I should have never been taken before my 
arrival there. Again I found myself the sole barrier when all the 
others were in turmoil and confusion. Still this was not a victory. 
It was the first time that I had not slept on the battlefield: and but 
for mismanagement and false and treacherous conduct of McClellan, 
as at Williamsburg, I would have been victor here too. Still it is 
not inspiring to be sent to restore a fight; and see hordes of others 
panic-stricken, craven and cowardly, 


Dearest Love, although treated disgracefully by General McClel- 
lan’s ignoring my victory at Williamsburg, I acted about the same as 
ever on this occasion. I was indeed not so long, but at times more 
exposed, in a perfect current of cannon and rifle balls; and alone in 
the face of too many scamps who seemed to pick me out. It was at 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


this time that my bay colt received his first wound; an hour later he 
was killed under me. I of course lost saddle and bridle. 

McClellan was over here today; never asked for me at all; and yet 
I have twice saved him from irretrievable disgrace! 


Dearest Love; some friends telegraphed me that you understood 
I was wounded. [ at once telegraphed you. It grieves me peculiarly 
that General McClellan for private purposes, not public advantage, 
stops all letters and telegrams after a battle until he can previously 
influence the Press; and start his own version. Thus he mentions 
me luke-warmly who again saved the honor of his army. He has 
directed his agents of the Herald, paid by him out of the great secret 
service money, to dwell upon me lightly; and they have with full 
knowledge of the facts which I know to have been forwarded to 
them, introduced into their article the names of some officers not 
marked “present” and others by no means notable; and left me and 
my Division out entirely. The Herald purposely omitted my taking 
command of the Division which confused the public. 

I often think of our happy abode and the friends we left in France. 
Magruder and all my particular friends were against me the other 
day. It is too absurd to think of him and Col. Wheat, even so 
lately with us in Paris. I lost my baby bay colt under me. 

: Phil. 


Kearny’s letters—like this one—particularly in reference to the 
Herald’s omission to place in its news columns his elevation to the 
command of a Division, as well as to its studied silence of his part 
in the battle of Williamsburg and at Seven Pines, speak of the influ- 
ence which McClellan wielded over the news. 

This influence was illustrated by Charles A. Dana in his Recollec- 
tions of the Civil War: 

When Mr. Stanton went into the War Department there was great 
dissatisfaction in the Tribune office with McClellan. He had been 
placed in command of the Army of the Potomac in the preceding 
August and since November 1st had been in command of all the 
armies of the United States, and had “proved that he was no general 
at all.” 

On February 21st the Associated Press agent at Washington in 
reporting a railroad convention, said “Secretary Stanton in the course 
of his address paid a high compliment to McClellan in whom he said 
he had the utmost confidence, and the results of whose military 
schemes, gigantic and well-matured, were now exhibited to a rejoic- 
ing country.” I did not believe Stanton had done any such thing, so 
I sent an inquiry to him calling for the facts. The Secretary replied 
February 23d, 1862, “The paragraph to which you called my attention 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


was a ridiculous and impudently impertinent effort to puff the general 
by a false publication of words I never uttered. The fact is that the 
agent of the Associated Press and a gang around the Federal Capitol 
appear to be organized for the purpose of magnifying their idol!” 

The method by which the commanders construed the news in their 
favor is illustrated by Henry Villard. General Rosecrans on the 
Western frontier received Villard with profuse cordiality on slight 
acquaintance ; invited him to his mess and offered to supply sleeping 
quarters, horses and servants. He even offered to Villard to read his 
reports in advance of their transmission to Washington, and to copy 
them for publication. Villard declined the proffered privileges, and 
“refused to be Rosecrans’ mouthpiece.” On the other hand “W. B. 
Bickhain of the Cincinnati Commercial showed no such scruples, and 
served as his general publicity agent.” 

General Sherman felt like General Kearny and was extreme in his 
public denunciation of : “this class of men who will not fight but follow 
the army to pick up news for sale and who bolster up idle and 
worthless officers and give no notice to the hard-working and meri- 
torious. The puffing of some officers and pulling down others plays 
into the hands of the enemy’; and particularly in reference to the 
Army of the Potomac, “What has paralyzed the Army of the 
Potomac? Mutual jealousies kept alive by the press.” Sherman 
called the newspaper correspondents “the world’s gossips” and found 
them gradually drifting to the headquarters of some general who 
“finds it easier to make reputation at home than with his own corps.” 


Finally Gurowski fires at Herald and Times: The reporters of 
the newspapers are instructed to see events through the perverted 
spectacles of their respective bosses. The partisans of McClellan, 
the traitor, and the military imbecile are at work to confuse the 
judgment of the public. The New York Herald and Times and 
other staunch McClellan supporters again and again say that the 
rebels fear McClellan, the ablest general opposed to them: the rebels 
are smart and so is their ally, the New York Herald. 


Camp near Seven Pines, 
June 1, 1862 
Dearest Love, 
A battle came off yesterday, quite unexpectedly, I hasten to send 
you a line to say that the great risks incident to it,—for it was again 
Saving runaway people,—has not resulted in even a slight wound. 


Dearest Love, I have lost my beautiful bay colt; he was shot under 
me. I mourned him as if he were my own brother. I send you all 
my love and a thousand kisses. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


PHIL. KEARNY’S MILITARY STABLE 


Writing of Kearny’s horses Captain Miller in his fascinating Pic- 
torial History of the Civil War states that Kearny during the Civil 
War had many excellent animals, but his most celebrated steed was 
“Moscow”, a high-spirited white horse. On the battlefield Moscow 
was conspicuous because of his white coat but Kearny was heedless 
of the protests of his staff against his needless exposure. 

Another horse belonging to Kearny was Decatur, a light bay, 
which was shot through the neck in the Battle of Seven Pines. 
“Bayard”, a brown horse, was ridden by Kearny at this battle and 
his fame will ever stand in history through the poem of Stedman, 
“Kearny at Seven Pines’. At the Battle of Chantilly Kearny and 
Bayard were advancing alone near the close of the struggle when 
they met with a regiment of Confederate infantry. Bayard instantly 
wheeled and dashed from danger with Kearny lying flat on his 
horse’s back. They seemed about to escape when a fatal bullet struck 
the General.7® 


Just after Fair Oaks 
My dear Parker, 

As one of my God-fathers in Mars, I wrote you of another fight 
in which my whole Division was engaged with fearful loss for our 
reduced forces; my loss was near 1300, 1270 killed and wounded. 

As before it was to succour other people; and as before I was 
hurried into action before I could fairly get my men in hand; passing 
from our camp up for 3 miles through a dense stream of demoralized, 
—yet unblushingly so,—fugitives past whom we were hurrying to do 
their fighting. I objected to it. I told Heintzelman “it is far better 
to establish a new line, and to let the enemy break up against it than 
to do this unsystematic, haphazard thing; it were better to let me 
stop the enemy here, than to send me in piece-meal, like throwing 
good money after bad.” But no! The result was what I foresaw. 
We could not be everywhere. We carried everything before us; but 
in the meanwhile, after two hours’ hard fighting for us, the other 
people,—the center of the line——caved in; and the enemy sweeping 
by, cut us off from our line of retreat, half a mile in the rear of my 
advance line. I was at once thrown on the desperate alternative of 
facing to the rear and engaging the second line of their Right Rear 
which they met with coolness and by bringing into action their im- 
mense reserve. This fight with a fearful loss to the N. Y. 37th under 


16Kearny’s Death Colt was black. “Winfield” named for General Scott 
which Lee returned to Mrs. Kearny after following the Confederate Army for 
six weeks. “Monmouth of Mexico” followed his body from Kearny Castle to 
Trinity Church Yard, Wall St. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Colonel Bayman enabled me to extricate my Division and regain my 
communications by certain blind woods in the forest or swamp which 
the enemy tried to cut us from but failed. It was at the last minute 
of the fight that I had my horse shot under me. My stable boy told 
me he had probably been shot in the flank. I also lost some very bril- 
liant field officers, and our numbers were fearfully reduced. Surely 
severe battles rarely come so near together in Europe and never as 
have been ours without meaning or results. 


June 13th 

Dear Parker: McClellan is incapacity personified. Remember my 
prophecy to you only recently that from the blunder of other people 
I expected to witness a disaster, to be cut off, but to effect my escape! 
It seems fearful to me that in War, it was so in Italy, that I should 
have such wonderful intuitions; for I scarcely can trace my manner 
of analysis amidst the ramifications of circumstances that constitute 
the military whole.” 

And now, fearfully, we are punished for our past cowardice of 
the Fall and Winter and Spring! Half of our loss, as now, would 
at any time have forced Manassas ;—-a rapid, vigorous and electric 
pursuit would with little comparative loss have seen the Virginian 
army overtaken and destroyed! A mere rapidity of march after the 
battle of Williamsburg would have captured the enemy before he 
crossed the Chickahominy. Even the other day by bringing Porter’s 
and Franklin’s** Corps and my brigades into the fight would have 
left us Masters of Richmond. As it is, although requested by Gen- 
eral Sumner whom you remember McClellan tried to cast odium upon 
him at Williamsburg by sending him back “without command” to 
Yorktown, our General-in-Chief refuses to come to this side, and ap- 
points Sumner who is celebrated from being wrong-headed, as Com- 
mander of the three Corps,—his own and Keyes and Heintzelman’s 
on this side of the river, about 30,000 men for battle while he remains 
with Porter and Franklin, the 27th Reserve Batteries, and all the 


Regulars and nearly all the Cavalry of the Army on the other side. 


A rise in the river had taken place. One bridge carried away; and he 
exposed the Army to being cut off which is as unpardonable as a 
military fault, as it is culpable as treason. I am struck with the con- 
viction that this must be political or decided black-hearted treason. 
Really, it admits of no other solution; he must be as bereft of com- 
mon judgment as wanting in military adaptability. His surrounding 
himself with “creatures” and keeping on distant stations, the brilliant 
men of the Army proves something more than mere egotism of 


17 Newman’s “IIlative Sense”. 
18 These two men are now suspect. Trail them both to Second Bull Run. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


shiningly keeping away other lights.19 McClellan is time-serving and 
unsafe; a talented politician, but no General. 

Kearny—in this letter as one of many—deflores the trail of 
Politics in military appointments. Halleck soon after his appoint- 
ment found the Political-Military racketeer so entrenched in the Army 
that when Colonel Poe, a West Pointer—proved able and heroically 
courageous soldier—tried to obtain an appointment commensurate 
with his ability, Halleck told him that his letters from General Kearny 
and others ‘‘were the strongest he had ever seen and proved his 
claims fully.” But “to be frank with you, Colonel Poe, with only 
such letters showing military evidence of fitness, your chances for 
promotion are about equal to those of a stump tailed bull in fly 
time”! In other words, merit without political influence was no 
argument for promotion. 


Fair Oaks, 
June 6th, 1862 
Dearest Love, 

How strange it must seem that after my great battles we stand 
still: Williamsburg and now Seven Pines. 

Do you know this is a beautiful region. The bluffs on the Chicka- 
hominy are perfectly beautiful building sites for mansions; generally 
some rising knoll, with fields sloping inland; jutting out and over 
looking very wide bottom lands; beyond green meadows, extending 
to the river, which with vistas would look like a lovely clear Lake; 
and bold blue hills on the horizon beyond. I usually take a ride 
every morning along the river; and fancy that after the war I would 
like to build a mansion and help to restore to prosperity the first 
great State of our Union, and this land of Washington. The places 
are about six miles from Richmond, quite near the railroad, and 
within a few hours of Washington. 

I only wish my men were as comfortable as I am; I hate to enjoy 
the comparative comforts inherent in my position but my health 
demands it. J have a fine large tent, a French camp bed-stead, a 
beautiful velvet carpet, a set of swinging shelves for my toilet set, 
my little French hampers ready to offer nice things to a friend. I 
have a new groom, an English coachman; and a very nice colored 
servant, besides my guards and orderlies ever ready to do my bidding. 

My Division has been twice as much engaged as any other; yet 
the war drags on tediously. 

I often dwell in fancy with you and the children at Bellegrove. If 
that lost angel were only there. Dearest Love, try not be soured; 
be easy and sufficiently beyond the visitations of intimates. Never 


19 Read again Lincoln’s letter after Williamsburg. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


speak of me, or as little as possible; seem ignorant of this little con- 
tribution of serving our country under,small men. 

Surely with one arm lost in Mexico I might easily have kept out of 
this war without any want of zeal being laid to my charge; but as 
a hightoned gentleman I felt called on to act, and not to be idle; and 
I firmly believe in the Union of the North and the South. 

Draw me a sketch of the new flowerbeds. Do keep up the terrace 
and sod the naked places on the lawn. 


Headquarters 
June 15, 1862 
Dearest Love, _ 

I am sure that Mrs. Street,?° if she only would study less to en- 
thrall you by her wiles, would ever be welcome to our place. Poor 
Susan has been soured so much that she has changed her nature. 
I look forward more and more to purchasing some princely estate, 
and living in Virginia after this war. There is a princely estab- 
lishment on the other side of the Chickahominy belonging to Dr. 
Gaines.?+ : 

How ridiculously McClellan has behaved with Mrs. General Lee. 
It amused me extremely. I know her most intimately. She is a 
witty, “crazy,” spoilt lovely woman; a born heiress,—and how she 
could ridicule McClellan and his whole staff as being a pack of 
Parvenus! It was so very vulgar and wanting in gentility; McClellan 
is just that kind of a man. 

I have just now had a most agreeable visit from the French 
Princes. They are greatly liked; all are noble and true-hearted 
friends. I often am moved to regret, dear, why I ever came home. 


20 Susan Street, often mentioned in Phil.’s letters, was the companion of the 
Kearny children at Bellegrove. She had a distinguished social position in New 
York. Her mother was a daughter of Robert Watts Kearny, Phil.’s uncle in 
his generation. Her daughter in turn became the wife of Governor of New 
York and Vice President Levi P. Morton, whose daughters married into dis- 
tinguished families, one now well known in Washington society Mrs. William 
Eustis. Another, now dead, adopted two children and when General John Watts 
Kearny, who greatly admired Susan Street’s brilliant personality, heard that 
Susan’s cousin and his granddaughter was bent on using her remarkable gifts 
with children in education and had taken the mother’s place with the adopted 
children of Miss Morton, Susan’s granddaughter, he dryly remarked: “Why, 
that’s tit for tat!”. 

21 Mr, Linsley in his “War Recollections” tells us that while his mother, 
then in this beautiful home of Dr. Gaines, which Phil. calls “princely” in his 
letters and now the scene of frightful carnage and the self chosen burial place of 
Phil.’s and Agnes’ most loyal friend, Major Wheat, Phil. rode up “and asked 
mother if she would sell him some of the roses? Mother told him ‘No.’ She 
wouldn’t sell them; but that he should go into the garden and ‘cut as many as 
he wanted’. He said he wanted them to send his wife.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


How funny that the lady‘in Paris should try to kill my little fame 
by denouncing my rashness and daring peculiar to the French: and 
without which the men of this army would never have learned 
how to fight. That it is appreciated by them is proven by every 
regiment in the army hailing me as I pass after my battle! I despise 
the coward who imputes rashness to me! My nature is reckless, 
perhaps; and I scorn danger. 


McClellan allowed Mrs. Lee—mentioned in this letter—to remain 
within the lines at or near her home, his base of operations, called 
“White House” for a month and then escorted her, as the papers 
ridiculed, “with the pomp and ceremony of a Queen of some foreign 
Potentate,” to her husband’s camp; and two days afterwards, the 
gallant Jeb. Stuart made his famous raid around McClellan’s whole 
army. Many northern papers dubbed this most loyal lady a “spy”, 
which if she were, stoutly disputed by Kearny, she was wholly 
justified. Yet with her “wit” and appreciation “of McClellan as 
Parvenu” her “spying” must have been into McClellan’s disloyal 
mind. Parvenus delight in high social contacts and use sympathy 
to effect them. Did McClellan implicitly, perhaps openly, tell her 
of his southern sympathies; of his determination to end the war, 
not in conflict but in conciliation, his ultimate position! And so 
“Guide Lee’s Mind’”’—soon to be “edited” by Dr, F reeman. 


~ 


The following letter illustrates an episode in the text: 


June 8, 1862. 
Dearest Love: 

Well, there has been effected what has never been done in Europe: 
at my urging them under fire the wounded men who could still stand, 
fought; and the slightly disabled refused to be carried off the field 
of Williamsburg; we had not a man to spare at the time! I appealed 
to the 9th Jersey, without cavalry ; they hussahed and replied: “Gen- 
eral, Jersey knows you; we follow where you lead”. 


Camp near Seven Pines, 
June 8th. 
My dear Parker, 

I am sorry that I cannot give you interesting news, we are again 
at a deadlock. Manassas over again! Both parties entrenched up 
to the eyes. Both waiting for something. Our last chance to take 
Richmond,—for Dame Fortune js resentful of slighted claims,— 
was thrown away, when our great battle of Fair Oaks was thrown 
away. We had tempted the enemy to attack us whilst divided by 
the Chickahominy.?? 


22 How this prophecy was fulfilled at Gaines’ Mill;—McClellan swept off 
the field. é 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


It only remained for General McClellan to put forth reserved force 
and his military might and Richmond would have been ours. But 
no; delay on delay, fortification met by counter-fortification on 
points previously neglected. Undue concentration of our troops on 
places already overarmed. Sickness in our camps; daring forays by 
the enemy. Indeed everything so betokens fear on the part of the 
General Commanding,—and the enemy this side the river so em- 
boldened,—that with the number I find crowding up around us, I am 
puzzled to divine the meaning in the Drama. It will be either 
another inexplainable evacuation or a suffocation of this army by the 
seizure of our communications when least expected.?* 

The reliance on further troops from the North is nonsense for it is 
more than met by reenforcements of two to one by the enemy’s 
calling troops from the South. But to drop the uninteresting mili- 
tary, and to give you some curious items. You know that I have 
already suggested to you that the stratagems of McClellan have 
become too systematic; that there must be hidden springs behind the 
scenes ; that there is either positive treason or at least McClellan or 
the few with him are devising a game of politics rather than war. 


June 13, 1862. 
My dearest Love, 

We only seem to take a nap after my battles which are not fol- 
lowed up. My friend Johnston is said to be very badly wounded. 
It is odd enough whenever any officers come in with a flag of truce 
they always inquire for me! Indeed I have twice saved the day. 
I certainly did so in the late battle. General McClellan unhand- 
somely directs the press which he controls by two large secret service 
funds and other means to dwell as little as possible on me. He 
hides the major achievements of his own officers that his favorites 
may seem to show up as the actual doers.?4 

Dearest Love, you must be careful not to discuss me. I am sure 
if I were at Bellegrove I would never care to leave that lovely 
spot ; but make the most of its secluded parks, the drive, its gardens, 
its lawns, its meadows, and its fruit. As for France, dearest love, 
as much as I like the French I do not care to return. I rather look 
to living in Virginia, near Richmond after this awful tiresome 
stupid war. When you write tell me all about little Susie; does 
she grow? Is she pretty? Does she fly about? Never let her 
leave you; she is your best safeguard and most graceful and natural 


28 Within a week, Stuart rode all around McClellan’s position; and in three 
weeks McClellan’s communications had been seized, and his position evacuated, 
— “wholly unexpectedly,” see infra. 

24 Hancock at Williamsburg. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


protector. And little Virginia; I do trust she will grow up mild 
and gentle.?* Dearest Love, my heart will never again be healed 
over my lost dear boy. It seems to me, even amidst danger and 
battle that one idea of bereavement reigns fearfully above all things 
on earth. The only child I ever was struck with: that ever I cling 
to; who seemed to bear for us all an angel love. My God! ease 
for us a fearful loss; the only emotion that has ever completely 


_ conquered me; since the sad loss of my loved sister. In a space 


of not many years I have lived a fearfully long life time; and you 
gentle girl of the Tuileries, how sadly checkered has been your fate 
and I know that you love me. 


Phil.’s letters, of which this is typical, are instinct with his love 
of his glorious country place in Kearny, New Jersey,—then Lodi; 2 
and a most attractive contemporary description, which seemed to 
make it a revelation of Phil.’s spirit, was given in the Evening Post 
of September 20th, 1862: 


“BELLEGROVE”: THE “CASTLE” OF PHIL.’S SPIRIT: 
“KEARNY CASTLE” | 


Moon-lit nights will be with us soon and it will be time to sail 
up the Passaic River. A mile or two above Newark can be seen 
the pointed tower which caps the splendid Family Mansion of the 
late General Kearny. The house with its great gables and carved 
ornaments, elegant terraces and balustraded balconies and perfumed 
flower beds stands some distance back from the Passaic River. 

It seems a singularly fit home for a man like “Phil.” Kearny ! 
The Mansion has a medieval look: and so Kearny always seemed 
to be! A man of the days of ancient chivalry! His tall command- 
ing figure; his long, finely cut features, his abundant mustache and 
his hair just frosted with gray, all seemed to belong to some Cavalier 
of the times of the Charleses. A more elegant man or a braver 
soldier never led on troops to battle! His picture now on exhibition 
at Brady’s Gallery in New York2? shows what a splendid looking 
man he was. There is something peculiarly sad in the fact that the 
last letter almost that he wrote from the field of battle was one 
in which he expressed a weary wish to be back again in his dear 
Jersey home and a yearning after the quiet of the Passaic Valley! 
A few days after that letter was written, a plumed hearse drawn 
by six white horses, caparisoned in black stood before the Kearny 


25 A true prophecy: a most lovely nature. 
26 Lodi was the domicile named in Phil.’s will. 
27 The picture in author’s possession. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Mansion to bear away to the old family vault in Trinity Church 
Yard, New York, the dead form of a gallant gentleman. 

When the Castle was sold by General Watts Kearny,—-having been 
unoccupied for 35 years by the family and in the care-keep of the 
beloved Mrs. Gilligan, the widow of “Isaac”, General Philip’s Keeper 
of the Lodge,—among many editorials which appeared, the follow- 
ing in the Newark Star-Eagle of June 25th, 1926, was typical : 


VANISHING LANDMARKS 


The disappearance of ancestral estates strikes a persistent minor 
note in the symphonies of American progress. The next landmark 
about Newark to fall before the march of improvement will be the 
Kearny Estate on the Hudson County side of the Passaic River, 
a part of which has just been sold. Fortunately, the “Castle” may 
stand and may be devoted to some worthy use. 

This is the second Kearny mansion hereabouts to meet the in- 
evitable fate of historic American homesteads. The first, a Newark 
landmark vanished altogether. It was much more attractive to the 
antiquarian than the more modern and costly structure which the 
General, a few years before the Civil W ar, built on the other side 
of the River, modeled on a French Chateau. The family estate was 
on both sides of the River. 

On the Newark side nothing except an historical tablet on the 
Normal school which was built when the Kearnys sold the site to 
vie state of New Jersey in rg1o tells the story of the distinguished 
amily. 


And finally for this period a letter to his Chaplain: 


Headquarters, Third Division, 
June 15, 1862. 
Dear Sir: bt a. 

From long experience in the field no one appreciates more sensibly 
the service you render to humanity and to our cause. I return to 
you my grateful acknowledgment of your noble and energetic con- 
duct in behalf of our poor sufferers of this Division. If there is 
one point more than another where I have hitherto laboriously and 
constantly and successfully fulfilled my duties as an officer it has 
been in my solicitude for the sick and disabled. 
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' CHAPTER XIII 
THE SEX (DAYS \BATTLES: -:elcge MCCLELLAN. “RUNS” 


But whatever dicta Kearny and the military wiseacres delivered 
about McClellan and his secret Council, McClellan did not budge; 
in fact, dug in deeper and deeper in the death-full swamp lands of 
the Peninsula; and Kearny’s letters groan aloud against this fu- 
tility,—110,000 boys in a malarial military summer camp in Virginia! 

Then suddenly, without any apparent developments, to quicken 
his footsteps, Kearny and Hooker are ordered to take the offensive 
towards the Capital!—and Phil.’s curses upon McClellan’s “barren 
victories’,—Manassas, Williamsburg, Seven Pines,—suddenly turned 
into blessings when his ears tingle with the music of McClellan’s 
mystical message of June 24th to Corps Commander Heintzelman 
that he should at early dawn “on the morrow” push forward Kearny’s 
and Hooker’s Divisions to the edge of the next clearing. “I am 
moving forward,’ wrote McClellan, “with heavy guns tomorrow and 
hope to take possession of Garnett’s Field; and by another day of 
the Old Tavern,” a commanding prominence on the road to Rich- 
mond. Then Kearny could scarcely believe his ears: “I cannot afford 
to be without Heintzelman, Kearny and Hooker in the last effort to 
secure the city”. McClellan had selected Kearny and Hooker to 


_ initiate the long delayed assault on the Capital of the Confederacy! 


Early the morning of the 25th, an historic Hour as Kearny read 
it, McClellan came across the Peninsula to command in Person.— 
The first and last battle in which he commanded in Person, perhaps 
commanded at all.2 Kearny had not only taught, as he had vaunted 
to Agnes’ privileged ear, “the Army of the Potomac to Fight’; he 
had made a Battle Soldier out of the ENGINEER! 

Now let’s read the history of the approaching Battles and Events,— 
and of McClellan’s vacillating Mind and Heart,—out of his own 
mouth in his own despatches, affecting the vital historic subjects 
of Kearny’s “Libelous Letters”; all the time remembering we are 


1 The claimed development was the completion of the bridges. But see below 
that McClellan wrote he was ready on June 11th when the second of McDowell’s 
Divisions arrived. 

? Porter attributed Lee’s success at Gaines’ Mill to his presence on the field 
of battle with his troops, inspiring in them a fighting courage. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


reading Kearny’s, not McClellan’s Biography, and “editing” Phil. and 
his letters. | 

On June 25th in the morning McClellan magnetic-telegraphed 
the Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton: “Everything is quiet today. I 
hope to open on the enemy’s batteries tomorrow morning, the 26th, 
and to gain important advantages within 48 hours,—not bringing me - 
into Richmond but somewhat nearer and improving my position.” 
At three P.M. McClellan telegraphed the Secretary, “They are mak- 
ing a desperate resistance to the advance of our pickets. Kearny’s 
and one-half of Hooker’s Divisions are just where I want them. 
I have reinforced Hooker. If we succeed it will be a great advan- 
tage gained;’ and at. five o’clock: “The affair is over and we have 
gained our objectives. The first step has been taken toward Rich- 
mond!” But alas, Kearny’s and Hooker’s step was not only the 
first but the last step toward Richmond taken by the Army of the 
Potomac in the Peninsula under “Tardy George”! 

Thus at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 25th,—the hour, un- 
known to McClellan, of his destiny,—McClellan’s cock was crowing 
Victory! Two hours later a paralysis, so Kearny viewed it,— 
whether from cowardice, treason or sheer military imbecility, he 
wasn't sure,—crept over George’s noble resolution; and at length 
emasculated it; and seven days later after six days of dreadful bat- 
tles of the most savagely ferocious fighting of the Civil War,—with 
stakes none other than the Recognition of the Confederacy,—with 
35,000 boys dead, wounded or unaccounted for, McClellan landed 
his splendid heroic army at Governor Benjamin Harrison’s Colonial 
Estate, “Berkeley” on the James, twenty-three and a half miles 
from the point fully gained in Kearny’s first stride towards Rich- 
mond at Oak Ridge, McClellan commanding in Person! 3 

Contemporaries were amazed and public opinion infuriated when 
a long, unexplained silence from June 28th to July Ist was at length 
broken by the tale of these disasters. But in the intervening three- 
quarters of a century, the penetrating eye of History—Truth is the 
daughter of Time—has learned the secret of McClellan’s military 

8’ The “Seven Days Battles” convey a false historic notion. Kearny’s suc- 
cessful advance on Richmond, unlike Mechanicsville and the battles on the six 
days succeeding Oak Ridge were battles of Lee’s Advance against McClellan 
who was in retreat. The Retreat or “Six Days Battles” is historically descrip- 
tive. The word “Seven” was McClellan’s newspaper propaganda to support 
his theory of “change of base of operations.” He had no idea, except so far 
as he and all commanders anticipating a possible defeat, of “changing his base” 
on the 25th. Only when disastrously beaten on the 27th did he flee crying 
“change of base”. The southern and foreign papers revealed this imposture. 
See Le Constitutionel July 20th, 22nd, and 27th which calls it “Six Days 


Battle”. For a brilliant analysis, see London Index, July 17th proving the 
word “Six” by McClellan’s telegrams. But the text sufficiently proves it. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


education; and the progressive stages in the paralysis of his plans! 
And across the stage stalks the “saintly” figure of the Principal 
Player in his Tragedy: “Stonewall” Jackson, Soldier par excellence 
of the Confederacy; appearing now in the Shenandoah Valley, now 
at Fredericksburg, now at Gordonsville, now at Ashland,—and at 
length,—Terrible!—as a solitary rider halting his dust-bitten horse 
before the State House in Richmond! This impassable Military 


Wraith magnified himself into 100,000 seasoned troops in McClel- 


lan’s yellowed imagination, inflamed with the fear of Jackson’s name, 
which conquered,—like Lancelot’s,—in this campaign without” his 
sword; which, for whatever reasons, good or bad, was sheathed 
during these dreadful battles or not fully drawn. 

At 7 o’clock at twilight on the 25th after Hooker’s and Kearny’s 
“victory,” McClellan telegraphed General Burnside the first intima- 
tion of his anxiety: “Reports from contrabands today make it prob- 
able that Jackson’s forces are coming to Richmond and that a party 
of Beauregard’s force has arrived in the Capital.” 

Three hours later, McClellan “couriers” General “Casey,” —not 
“Kearny,’—“of Seven Pines” that his information indicates that 
Lee has designs to attack his communications. “Send out cavalry 
reconnoitering parties and instruct them to give you immediate notice 
of any approach of the Rebels!” But Stonewall’s spectre will not 
be laid: “It is said Jackson is coming from Gordonsville; therefore 
be vigilant !’’ 

McClellan wrote a week later that he had not slept for 7 days! 
Tonight—the 26th/27th—he was up at 2:22 a.m.; for he then wires 
the Secretary of War, inebriated,—but only with fear,—and so see- 
ing double the number of the enemy, basing his figures on “Mr. 
Allen’s” Reports: “Jackson will soon attack right and rear.’ Then 
to Mr. Lincoln that the enemy’s force is “200,000”; and adds: “I 
need,”——where have we heard this before !—‘new regiments at once 
to reinforce my forces at the White House; another Division of old 
troops would be invaluable; also a couple of new regiments of 
Cavalry”! That’s all he wanted to fight 85,000 Confederates with 
his 105,000! 

The despatch to Lincoln was sent after Lee—but not Jackson— 
had attacked him—and now let’s see in some detail what had hap- 
pened on the 25th and 26th. Hooker on the 25th advanced beyond 
the position occupied by General Casey on the 31st of May at Seven 
Pines; but owing to an error in his orders withdrew to his former 
position. McClellan hurried to the field; orders Hooker and Kearny 
to advance; which they do; and occupy the positions designated by 
McClellan from which the battle derived its. name of Oak Ridge. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny was then 34 miles from Richmond, the closest achieved by 
the army! | 

But at this very moment terrible storms were gathering over 
McClellan’s smaller divided force——as at Seven Pines,—on the 
North Bank of the Chickahominy. On the 26th, wholly unexpectedly, 
to the amazement of McClellan, Lee—boldly; “rashly”—concen- 
trates all his army, except 25,000 men, on the north side of the 
river; forces back Porter’s separated troops at Mechanicsville on the 
26th and at Gaines’ Mill on the 27th; and McClellan begins his 
“retreat” from Richmond to Harrison’s Landing, falsely. called—by 
McClellan—a ‘‘change of base of operations!” 4 

But McClellan would bravely laugh off the attack on the 26th 
if only the President would let him have reinforcements: “If I had 
another good division I could laugh at Jackson; but nothing but 
overwhelming force can defeat us.” 

It was at this juncture when alternate hope and fear cut the lines 
of McCiellan’s continuity of thinking that McClellan sent forward 
his famous telegram to Mr. Lincoln which sought to shift to the 
burdened shoulders of the President the responsibility for defeat, “if 
it came,” for Lincoln’s failure to honor his repeated drafts for rein- 
forcements. Asa matter of fact, the respective forces were substan- 
tially evenly matched; favoring McClellan by about 18,000 after 
Jackson’s arrival. How possibly McClellan could “With reason”’,— 
Lincoln’s words,—have expected any “considerable body” of rein- 
forcements, Father Abraham’s kindly letter of July 1st in which he 
gently asked McClellan to “reason with him” exposes the barrenness 
of McClellan’s bluff. He—only recently commander-in-chief—must 
have known that reinforcements were not within Lincoln’s reach “this 
side of the Mountains.” 

At nine a.m. on the 26th McClellan had confided in Stanton his 
fears. A contraband had confirmed “in a remarkable manner” the 
story of Jackson’s being on our right flank and his intentions to 
attack our communications. “There is no doubt in my mind that 
Jackson is coming upon us; with such great odds against us, we 
shall have our hands full’! At 10:20 McClellan has good reason 


*The amazement of Congress at McClellan’s “change of base”, now known 
as flight, is illustrated in the following items in the Richmond Dispatch: An 
editorial entitled THE FOURTH OF JULY: “The Yankee Congress a week 
or two ago objected to adjournment because McClellan would probably be in 
Richmond by July 4th. They wanted to enact legislation to be in readiness for 
such an event”. July roth. “Senator Chandler’s resolution defeated in the 
Senate which read: ‘If the Army of the Potomac had been commanded by that 
archtraitor, Jefferson Davis, there would not have been a single step he would 
not have advised.’” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


to believe that Jackson’s apparition has appeared in the vicinity of 
Hanover Court House “to attack our communications.” 

But now the cycle of optimism has its turn. McClellan reverts 
to Heintzelman with Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions victorious in 
their advance on the Capital through the clearings: “This affair,” 
he wires Stanton, “was perfectly successful’; then adds, almost the 
identic phrase, which he had used just before the evacuation of 
Yorktown: “All things are very quiet on this bank of the Chicka- 
hominy; I would prefer more noise’! 

The Engineers’ prayer was answered fully at this moment in the 
horrid roar of the rebel artillery, and in the rattle of his musketry 
firing thenceforth for six days into McClellan’s sleepless ears. 

Stanton now tries to encourage McClellan: “We shall have con- 
fidence in your ability to drive Jackson back.” But to Stanton’s 
astonishment, McClellan’s telegram on the 27th, tells him “that a 
very heavy engagement is in progress just in front of my position. 
You must not expect my men to contest too long against too great 
odds. You can rely upon this Army doing all that men can do;” 
and McClellan added what must have seemed astonishing to Stanton, 
that he still kept communications with the White House; “but they 
may be cut at any moment; J cannot prevent tt.’’! 

Paralysis had crept close to the heart of McClellan’s Richmond 
resolution! In fact Kearny and Hooker, to Kearny’s amazement, 
were now under orders “not to advance.” Ye Gods! On the con- 
trary to “retire,—if their pickets were attacked,—to their entrench- 
ments and there await the expected attack of the rebels!” 

Kearny to retire! Before Magruder, whose military renown as 
notorious blufi—as military and “social fakir’—he well knows! 
Kearny with 60,000 men around him and his friend with only 25,000! 
What’s wrong with that picture! § 

On the 27th, Little Napoleon becomes craven Sergeant and further 
reveals his mental sickness. The Warrior-Wraith is now clothed in 
flesh and blood! Jackson’s forces are actuaii y fighting Porter in his 
front; and McClellan is retiring from the battle field: “The firing 
has nearly ceased. I have nearly everything on the way to the other 
side of the Chickahominy.” Jackson in very truth was 100,000 men! 
Again: “All wagons and necessary camp furniture were brought to 
the Richmond side of the Chickahominy,”’—the south side of the 
river, These words, strange to narrate, convinced the President and 
Stanton that McClellan—as great strategist—was to reach out 
Kearny’s shortened arm on the “Richmond” side, over the 314 miles 
which separated Phil.’s forces from John Marshall’s House, symbol 
of Union and Nation, and capture the Confederate Capital! 


5 For Magruder’s “bluff”, see infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


At three on the 27th, McClellan wires Stanton, the most astonish- 
ing words yet; that his change of position across the river “was just 
in time; for Jackson is attacking Porter; and an attack is also ex- 
pected” on the Richmond side of the stream,—the scene two days 
before of McClellan’s own personally conducted assault on the Capi- 
tal. O Iago, the pity of it! McClellan was now to realize that 
without Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions standing like two Gibral- 
tars against the assaults of Hill and Longstreet, guided by Lee’s 
military genius, his army would have been destroyed at Frayser’s 
Farm,—the battle of Glendale! or the New Market Road of Phil.’s 
letters ! 

Shortly after I p.m. on the 27th, McClellan apparently again con- 
vinced of victory wires Stanton: “We have no choice but to win. 
We are contending against superior numbers at several points,”’— 
with 60,000 men idle across the river, including Kearny ready to spring 
at Magruder’s precarious throat, strangle or drown him and take 
Lee’s base and Capital! “It is absolutely certain,’ continues McClel- 
lan, “that Jackson, Ewell and Whiting are here.” Then this extraor- 
dinary counsel of desperation: “This may be my last despatch I send 
you for some time.” What is the matter, Mc, are you scared! 

At three, four-thirty, five fifty-six, and eight o’clock on the 27th 
during the battle of Gaines’ Mill, while Kearny, boiling with rage, is 
calling McClellan to his face, coward or traitor—and how he feels 
it!—for not letting him attack Magruder across the River and enter 
the Capital, and so deflect some of Lee’s forces from the assault 
on Porter—and so save the campaign—McClellan wires Washington: 
“Tf compelled to fall back I shall do it upon the James River if 
possible’! Why, Mc., that is twenty miles away; do you mean it! 
And then to Porter this optimism: “I am sure nothing can resist 
your troops; I look upon today as decisive of the war. Try to drive 
the rascals and take some prisoners.’” And then Porter in the pres- 
ence of 60,000 idle troops is swept off the field! Why didn’t you 
“Follow Through” at Williamsburg and Seven Pines,—even at 
Manassas,—when the forces opposed to you were one-half or less 
of your numbers! However this is, the story unfolds relentlessly : 
‘Have had a horrible contest; the odds have been immense; have 
only lost the battle because my forces were too small; I may be 
forced to give up my position during the night.” The odds had 
been increased in McClellan’s favor! The losses at Mechanicsville— 
actually a disastrous defeat for Lee °—had been 2% to 1; perhaps as 
great in killed and wounded at Gaines’ Mill. 


6 At this moment had McClellan taken the offensive on the North; and 
carried on his intended movement of the 25th on the South; Lee never could 
have crossed the Chickahominy; Richmond must have fallen. See note infra. 
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McClellan now facing this contingency wired Lincoln his famous 
dispatch that if his Army is beaten the responsibility would lie with 
the Administration, ‘for failing to support the Army.’”—McClellan’s 
Presidential Campaign based—as it ultimately was—on a peace plank 
and the defeat of the Army due, not to him, but to Lincoln has 
begun. To this Lincoln replied, beautifully replied! “Your three 
_ despatches in relation to this affair, Kearny’s and Hooker’s advance, 
ending with the statement that you completely succeeded in making 
your point are most gratifying. The last in suggesting the probabil- 
ity of your being overwhelmed by 200,000 enemies; and of where 
the responsibility lies, pains me very much. A. Lincoln.” 

Then when Porter is beaten on the 27th, McClellan wires the 
Naval Commandant at Fortress Monroe—the first intimation of his 
“change of base’; actually his flight,—“‘We have had fearful bat- 
tles; J am obliged to fail back between the Chickahominy and the 
James.” 7 

Communications between Washington and McClellan are now cut 
to be resumed through Norfolk on July 1st. Then late on the 27th 
McClellan writes one of his most self-destructive public documents, 
the “Circular to his Corps Commanders.” Paralysis has crept over 
heart and mind! Kearny was right after all! “The Commander-in- 
Chief directs you immediately to cause your command to be pro- 
vided with three days’ rations in haversacks; ammunition to fill the 


McClellan has claimed that the reason he failed was due to Lincoln’s failure 

to send McDowell’s Corps in his support. But this is a “one-third truth”, not 
“half” Truth! McClellan received two-thirds of McDowell’s Corps, Franklin’s 
and McCall’s Divisions, 22,000 men, and expressly stated to Washington,— 
to Lincoln,—that this was enough! Thus, June 7th, “I only wait for River to 
fall to cross and make a general attack. I shail be in perfect readiness to 
move and take Richmond the moment McCall reaches here.... June rith: 
McCall’s troops have commenced arriving at White House”; and on June 12th, 
. “roads rapidly drying”. Yet, McClellan’s stated conditions, perfectly fulfilled, 
' --and no attack! Then with McCall and dry roads, what next, pray? June 
_ 18th: “A general engagement may take place any hour”. And two weeks after 
_ the roads are dried; McCall present and 200 hours after the Huur, the old bunk 
of over-whelming numbers reappears! June 25th: “Rebel forces stated at 
200,000.” Then follows the ridiculous nonsense, really such,—pulled in the text. 
The claim that McClellan’s fatal placement of Porter’s corps on the north bank 
was to touch McDowell’s expected arrival is not tenable. For, on the 25th, 
McClellan wrote that he did not expect McDowell: and on the 27th at 10 a.m., 
-—2 hours before the battle—McCleilan is so confident of the validity of his 
Strategic position that he wires Washington that his whole army “is so con- 
stituted it can take advantage of the first mistake of the enemy’! Then when 
McCall, roads, bridges, strategic position are perfected and McClellan is beaten 
to a frazzle on the north against Kearny’s protest which if effected certainly 
would have saved the army, McClellan shifts the blame to Lincoln for not 
sending reinforcements! His military life is over; his political career marches 


- onward. 


[ 289 ] 


» a ie ) aa ry = 


USNS AAI SARE 


evomal ei gloom. betiw yonsgnitaas sit, wor £ 
daw sil bluew yiilidienogest odt-metesd ai yA et ioe 
2 sibblloli—yernA ont nogque of gailigh: x08" nai 
dnsiq soneq ¢ ro-—2aw yisismisly Ji es—beasd o 1 
ead nlooi.l of iwi uid of ton wb yamA ont ik 
soul? woY” | beiigst- ylluiimesd beilges ghomi] aidt ¢ 
oonsvbs 2‘ial0oH bas e'yerse7l atefts eirlt of notsle ae 
goidten ai hsbeasove ylotsiqmos voy tarlt trometaie orld 
-lidedotq oft gaieogeue ai jesl oT cgniyiiterg jeom sum 
srattw to ae y esimuons Goo.cos yd bomisdwisvo 
“.pioonil .A ee VIsv. ort esq 2oil yuilidt 0 
sit eoxiw sslicidol4 .lece st mo nsteed et sohod a uf 
aid to ochtacniiu tern ols ~eormokl eesti1o'l is jasba : 
-ted iutsaet. bari svad oW'-—srgif aid yllenton : “Sead 10 
on? bas ymimodsdois o3 meowted sabsd list os boyildo a 





























42 a 


wo wom.91s aslipldoM bus sotgniden asewied es . 
Hse og mo sigi nail tex Yul ao dloiet dgnoudd b Nery 
etasmmeob siduq svitowiecb-liss teom eid Yo sno vesinw s 
Tove g9929 and eieyloicl “.e1sbnsmeoD eqroD aid.ot malas 
~serbrgmne of” !is tothe sign eew yore tt 
-o1g od of bretemw wh; -ceuso of Yelsibememi vot 
ony HA at‘coitimimms ;ahezveved ni enoiter ‘eyob somld a 


suite Mnloorid of sub ey Sole ” moans? oc? get bomisls ead ail 
jon “Wiad brifiesne” s ei aid? 9G teoqqne eid-ni eqnoD Wiese 

etising Sz aro D e'iswotloh: sleelits-oties bevisoe caflslDoM fell 
017025 47 of bednla vieewioxs bak ent 000.48 anuerid ells 
Of Nevin Tor Nsw yige T’ sy eeu) sodT Jigeons asw eid) 3 


ai 


Of: 22onithes7 399% * od ste 1 whose Istensg @ lem ba / 
‘cHiy will’ ....o%7] esdoee Pele M teetmote sot bhosdisidl had ver 
fies onul co bos ;“s2voHl ottiW ie eniethtie boomsnnios svad i a" 
bolfilat yooh acjlibmeo betas evalis eM .6Y “nied Wii 
wy, Suse tron iste ebstv web baw Nesht-dpive asdt Iobete-o 


wotls evan oawitms .- qworl vas sole ode yom snemegents 
Aned hip adit co22) ost tits e1darl 003 bab tasadig NsDoM :baiah 
S. Boisie soot ixish dics stl ftemsqgas: sedan sn 
Pordgeci boliog— cite: -isdy .eesdiion dpolasibix orl? ewallod § 
Hasd, Han sii 27709 ese T to tnomeodle letel e‘nailelOoM pone . 
UPR aH} oo viol -sidage: jouw et Javier betaegxa efowotishl f tc 
tee OF tc Ahts oii no bos . + eoCedt deez Som bib od todd sioner 
“id to . v sti io sngbitea o2 at welislOali—obliad srif pees 
“niga Oe #8" Name larly elt. sett notanicdesW geiiw od Yael? code 
gociey mai (“vinone ont. to odgteim cel aMe to can ae 
raiod. ei fetta bre 'stosiagy) ota ered 


ehuitehass hoteshs: W-sinlitw deototg evaws on a i a 
jor Fel alert o)\smald, 33 oem ars 
endoasm reSu69 levisilog aid, j wo Ai 


{ 8s j 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


cartridge boxes. It is a matter of vital importance that wagons be 
employed exclusively for ammunition and subsistence. All tents and 
all articles not indispensable for safety must be abandoned; all un- 
necessary officers’ baggage will be left behind. The sick and 
wounded not able to walk must necessarily be left behind. It is 
enjoined upon Commanders to lose no time in loading the wagons!” 

But now General Porter is across the river on Kearny’s side. Lee 
uncertain as to the line of McClellan’s retreat, Yorktown or the 
James, makes the fatal blunder, undoubtedly losing him the campaign, 
of delaying till the 29th at one o’clock in the morning- 

Kearny, two hours later starts withdrawing his Division from 
Seven Pines towards Frayser’s Farm and Malvern Hill forming the 
rear guard to save the army. Lee is now convinced that McClellan 
is retreating, not towards Yorktown, but to the James. To do this, 
McClellan’s Army must cross the Peninsula, principally across White 
Oak Swamp, north to south. Five Roads running west to east from 
Richmond debouch upon McClellan’s single north to south road, or 
its tributary,—called the Quaker Road,—of retreat. Lee determines, 
and he is “certain” he can do it !—to cut McClellan’s Army in two by 
advancing down these Five Roads and attacking him in flank and 
rear,—Jackson crossing the Chickahominy also in McClellan’s rear. 
The pursuit is on; the forces clash in a preliminary battle of indif- 
ferent import near Savage Station and then in THE decisive conflict 
at Frayser’s Farm on the Charles City and New Market Road, 
Kearny and Hooker break down Lee’s, Longstreet’s and Hill’s as- 
sault. Then Malvern Hill where the Union Army beats decisively 
the demoralized rebels. Follows the incredible! McClellan flees to 
the—yard-arm of the navy, instead of advancing on Richmond,— 
proceeding to Harrison’s Landing from an impregnable position 
where he arrives on the morning of the 2nd of July. Kearny writes 
“Amen” on Parker’s Letters! 

On June 3oth while Kearny is fighting his battle at Frayser’s Farm, 
McClellan—nowhere near the fightinep—wires this panic stricken mes- 
sage: “Another day of desperate fighting. We are hard pressed by 
superior numbers. I fear I shall be forced to abandon my material 
to save my men. You must send us very large reinforcements. If 
none of us escape, we shall at least have done honor to the country.’ 
If this isn’t Kearny’s “terror”, cowardice, if you please, make the 

8 McClellan was amazed—and so wired Lincoln—at the losses during “Seven 
Days”; exactly as Napoleon’s horror at Solferino caused him to break his word, 
~——so Cavour railed,—aiter a magnificent victory and seek privately an armistice, 
then a Peace; but on that one day Napoleon’s losses were 47,500 men! Kearny 
therefore knew war was horrible in its means; sublime in its end ; but 


McClelian’s ends and Kearny’s and Lincoln’s were diametrically different. 
McCleilan’s objects could not support disaster. 
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most of Kearny’s “recklessness”, and call it cowardice! Then on 
July Ist, at 2.45 in the morning, while Kearny is still perhaps hoping 


that he can find some rebels to fight at Frayser’s’ Farm, McClellan 


wires: “I need 50,000 more men and with them I will retrieve our 
fortunes. . . . I must apologize for the probable incoherency of this 
letter. I am exhausted by want of sleep and constant anxiety for 
seven days.” He had not commanded or fought in a single battle! ° 

Then on July 2nd Lincoln knows the truth and sends his famous 
telegram on the reinforcements: ‘Allow me to reason with you a 


'moment. I have not outside your Army 75,000 men east of the 


_ Mountains. Thus the idea of sending you 50,000 or any other con- 


siderable force is absurd. Save ed Army if you are not strong 


enough to take Richmond. A. Lincoln.” 


Again Lincoln wires McClellan on July 2nd, “If you are not strong 


_ enough to take Richmond just now, I do not ask you to try just 


39 


now.” Both “just nows” are in the Lincoln original; but the second 
is edited out by Lieutenant Colonel Scott in the Government Official 
_ Records of the Rebellion published under authority of the Congress. 


Of course to edit this out, ruins Lincoln’s meaning! In using both 


“just nows”, not the future, but the present alone is intended and is 


- significant in view of Lincoln’ s telegram of the 7th: “If at any time you 
_ feel able to take the offensive you are not restrained from so doing. e 


Such a sketch of the last step towards Richmond and of the sudden 


_ Great Retreat and of Kearny’s place in it and of the fascinating his- 
| tory of McClellan’s military and mental operations, read out of his 
- own mouth, not from Kearny’s letters; but it would almost seem as if 
| Kearny “inspired” McClellan’s pen, so probative are McClellan’s let- 
_ ters of Kearny’s judgment,—certainly as respects the controlling 


i 
} 
} 
i 


{ 


influence of Fear. The Fighter, wholly at war mentally with the 
_ Engineer, knew his own! McClellan was not one of them; “I know 


_ mine and mine know me” was not spoken in vain! 


But now for a close up, of the personally conducted last “On-to- 
| Richmond” battle of the 25th; and of Gaines’ Mill and Frayser’s 
| Farm. Let’s see Phil. enact his flaming part in the Tragedy of the 
_ Great Retreat; it was as thrilling a drama as any audience, lay or 


| clerical, would want. 


Reel et he NT RY Sy emer sit tm tn 


The Tribune draws the picture impressed on the imagination of 


_ the man on the sidewalks of New York. This battle of Oak Ridge 


®In view of Gideon Welles’ diary entry that McClellan, Kearny’s “Parvenu”, 


| gloried in having “John Jacob Castor”, as the London Times dubbed him, and 
the three French Princes on his staff, one of the most amusing editcrials of 


the war appeared in the pro-southern Washington Republic: “It is a matter of 
sincere congratulation that not a single member of McClellan’s Staff was killed 
or wounded in the slightest degree in the recent battles around Richmond!” 
The glorious Wheat dead on the field! 
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has two great sitgularities,—the only affirmative attack—the only 
offensive—McClellan made on the Peninsula and the only one at 
which he personally commanded. The Tribune’s story tells us that on 
the 25th “McClellan reported that our bridges and entrenchments 
being at last completed, an advance of our picket line on the left was 
ordered, preparatory to a general forward movement to Richmond.” 
“At noon on the 25th McClellan rode up to the field amid the cheers of 
the soldiers! The fight in the morning was entirely of infantry! In 
the afternoon when two other Divisions had come up the fighting 
was altogether of artillery except in the night attack upon Kearny’s 
left which was repulsed. Without exception the men behaved spien- 
didly as if they intend to make short work of capturing Richmond. 
McClellan’s whole army was inspired; toward twilight the enemy 
made an attack in force on Kearny’s Division and Kearny counter- 
attacking, masterfully repulsed the foe with heavy losses.” An inci- 
dent in the battle related to the iron-clad undervest worn by an officer 
of the 12th Massachusetts. A ball struck his breast, whirled him 
around and did not hurt him.?° Other accounts in other papers were 
similar including the report in the Richmond Whig of June 6th. 

An incident illustrative of Kearny’s and Hooker’s twin spirits oc- 
curred during the 25th. McClellan rode up to the lines, addressed 
something to Heintzelman and then both approaching Hooker and 
Kearny, Heintzelman addressed Hooker: “What do you say, General 
Hooker ; General McClellan has asked: ‘Can you hold your position? 
Hooker said: ‘I can hold my position against 100,000’; and then, 
“Well, Kearny, what say you?’ ‘Well,’ rejoined Kearny, ‘if the rebels 
think they can take my position, let them come and try it’.” 1 

And now Lee, with much lingering doubt as to the safety of his 
25,000 men before McClellan’s 60,000 on the South of the River, has 
attacked McClellan at Mechanicsville, and although worsted, losing in 
proportion to McClellan 10 to 7,—Lee, the Engineer, had yet to win 
a Civil War battle!—again attacks General Porter on the 27th at 
Gaines’ Mill. Jackson had now formed a junction with Lee. Por- 
ter’s situation is desperate,—an exact replica—on the North of the 
River—of General Casey’s plight at Seven Pines,—warned against 
by Lincoln!--from which Kearny had rescued McClellan. Kearny 
realized it; aad of course, he is eager to save Porter, McClellan and 
their companions in their first real battle on the Peninsula,—Kearny 
had already fought three! But now it is different, very different. 

10Jn the State Library at Richmond, similar contraptions are preserved cap- 
tured from the Federals. 

11 Read this on the 27th with the propaganda that on the 27th the Com- 
‘manders south of the river were afraid of an assault. Kearny’s Brigade of 


Slocum’s division actually left and fought heroically across the stream, although 
as Kearny wrote abandoned by Franklin, losing 1,000 men. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


He is convinced something is “up”! 60,000 men idle against Ma- 
gruder’s 25,000 between Kearny and Richmond while Porter’s 35,000 
are fighting 60,000 rebels. This is exactly What Phil. and Joe de- 
plored in Sumner’s conduct with 30,000 troops at Williamsburg, 
when Phil. had come through from the rear with his 1900 men and 
saved the campaign in its inception. And the stakes in this instance 
nothing less than the Union,? the Army, the crumbling of the cam- 
paign and the vain pagan human sacrifice of Kearny’s brigade at 
Sangster’s Station, and of Kearny’s Division at Williamsburg and 
Seven Pines, and at McClellan’s personal battle at Oak Ridge! 
Kearny’s heart’s blood boils, like oil ina caldron, in its cavity! Some- 
thing must be done about it. He is convinced of McClellan’s cow- 
ardice; perhaps it is treason! 

On that day, a private soldier in his Michigan command, Color 
Sergeant Crotty, notices Kearny’s demeanor and records it in his 
journal : | 


June 27th. A battle is Taging away to our right and rear! 
Our men fall back during the night from Mechanicsville. Now 
General Porter is fighting the battle at 9 am. Our division still 
keeps at work and General Kearny is spoiling for a fight! 


Yes, that cat looking at that Irish King was right! Kearny was 
spoiling for a fight! And to get in on one for these stakes, his arm 
still convulsive under Dr. De Leon’s amputating table at the Arch- 
bishop’s palace, became a joke,—relatively. Kearny was determined 
to again attempt to save the Army with his Division;—and the cam- 
paign! For if Porter is defeated, Lee’s chances to destroy the Army, 
—as both Kearny and Lee knew, and Kearny expressed it,—in its 
retreat to Harrison’s Landing, are 10 to 1. 

And to Kearny, Porter’s defeat with the odds so great against 
him, was inevitable; unless Lee could be diverted by an attack by 
Kearny’s Division against Magruder who was making, as Kearny 
easily saw,—how well he knew “Prince John” !—a series of “fake 
demonstrations as bluffs” 1° at different parts of Kearny’s and Hook- 

12 The London Herald May 3rd: “If the South is victorious on a great occa- 
sion, the North woula accept the issue as conclusive.” See Dispatch June 4th, 
1862; also July 17th. 

18 The most distinguished confederate Lieutenant General, D. H. Hill, wrote 
in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War his account of these battles in which 
he took a principal part,—the principal part at Malvern Hill with General 
Magruder: “during Lee’s absence Richmond was at the mercy of McClellan. 
But Magruder was there ‘to keep up a clatter,’ as Winton expressed it. No 
one ever lived who could carry the grand Seignor with the lordly air of ‘Prince 
John’, as the American Army dubbed him! Each Federal Corps Commander 
thought the whole army was upon him!”,—except of course Magruder’s intimate 
friend, Phil. Kearny, who took steps to call his bluff! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


er’s front, south of the River with the double purpose of preventing 
the sending of reinforcements to the hard pressed troops of Porter’s 
corps, and also to discourage any attempt to advance on Richmond, 
now clearly exposed by the heavy concentration of troops of the main 
body of the Confederate Army at Gaines’ Mill. 

But now let Major H. L. Thayer, Provost Marshal of General 
Berry’s staff, of Kearny’s Division, tell the story: ** 


KEARNY AND HOOKER ATTEMPT TO SAVE THE 
CAMPAIGN, 


By THAYER 


We were on the extreme left and facing towards Richmond, whose 
church spires could be seen from our picket line, and only 3% to four 
miles away. \Vhen the plans of the Commanding General for the 
retreat from the Peninsula became known, these plans were earnestly 
discussed and so strongly opposed that Generals Kearny and Hooker 
accompanied by Heintzelman, together with General Berry and some 
other Brigade commanders rode to General McClellan’s Headquar- 
ters, where General Kearny, as principal speaker, insisted that he 
should be granted permission to march our Division—Kearny’s—at 
once to Richmond to liberate 14,000 of our men known to be held 
there in Libby as prisoners; and if not deemed best to hold posses- 
sion of the city, to return. That as there was only a small force of 
the enemy between us and the city, the main part of General Lee’s 
army being opposite our extreme right where the fight was then 
going on at Gaines’ Mill, nearly 14 miles away, Kearny believed this 
could be done successfully. It would also tend to divert the enemy 
and possibly make our retreat unnecessary. 

General Hooker also heartily approved the plan saying that in 
his opinion, one Division could alone do all that Kearny had proposed ; 
but for safety suggested that one Division should advance to the city 
while the other Division should remain ir, reserve, guarding the flank. 
General Heintzelman also commended this. But all their insistent 
argument had no effect in changing McClellan’s plans. General 
Kearny denounced McClellan in language so strong that all who 
heard it expected he would be placed under arrest until a General 
Court-Martial could be held; or at least would be relieved of his 
command. On their return in the afternoon General Berry with a 
heavy heart, detailed the exciting incidents of that conference. None 

14 No history of the Civil War, no Biography, except General Berry’s little 
known—in few libraries—and very able Biography by the scholarly State His- 
torian of Maine, has published this episode. Not only is it found in his text; 


but the documents upon which it is based were derived from Mr. Snow, 
General Berry’s grandson, custodian of his papers. 
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. GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of the occurrences of that event were allowed at that time to be 
generally known in the Army of the Potomac; but the two Divisions 
were never afterwards as entirely for “Little Mc” as we had been up 
to the time of this incident.15 

In Days and Events, General Livermore, a Colonel of the 18th 
New Hampshire Volunteers of General Hooker’s Division, tells of 
his historic effort to save the campaign, and win the war: “I have 
been informed that Hooker wanted to move forward. But McClellan 
ordered a retreat, declining to let him assault and capture Richmond, 
while the Rebels were fighting across the Chickahominy.” i 

And now arises, again and once again, the old question which 
arose at the Garita at San Antonio: What of Kearny’s question to 
McClellan? Did it reveal him as a Military Jackass, clothed in the 
skin of a Lion? Or as ideal soldier; master of military science yet 
unlike McClellan’s crowd ever ready, willing and able to execute his 
science—his strategy—in a way no other Union soldier—except another 
Philip—approached him in the Civil War,—1861 to 1865, inclusive ? 

Count Gurowski is now writing in his Journal that Kearny is 
tactician, strategian and battle soldier, all wrapped in the same martial 
package. McClellan and his crowd, this military authority records, 
are professing themselves West Point strategists, bellowing down the 
wind against Kearny the “peerless fighter”, but no strategist, no 
tactician. Here is the sharp issue; and Kearny’s contemporaneous 
answer in a great crisis on the spot where alone a practical answer 
could be given, was ringingly “Forward March!” 

What answer has History given on Kearny’s “then-and-there” 
judgment? Would the war have ended then ?,—one of the great 
“IFS” of history! 2° 

Many writers have been cross-examined. Few—if any,—dissent; 
all agree; and representative opinion is revealed in the Confederate 
General, Magruder, Kearny’s vis-a-vis Commander; in General Sir 
Frederick Maurice; in General Heintzelman; and in Berry, Birney 
and Robinson, Kearny’s Brigadiers and in General Hooker; and in 
Robert E. Lee, speaking through Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman’s 
authoritative voice: Lee’s spiritual voice speaking in 1935! Finally by 
Marshal Foch, Soldier of France, of Kearny’s military kindred! 

Thus speaketh Magruder: “From Friday to Sunday morning, I con- 
sidered the situation of the Army extremely perilous; large portions 
were on the other side of the River; all bridges destroyed except the 
reconstructed New Bridge commanded fully by the Federal guns; 
and only 25,000 men between the Federals and Richmond. I re- 


18 Gen. Maurice states none of McClellan’s officers objected. 
16 This is Lloyd Lewis’ fascinating phrase applied to General Kearny’s career 
in the Civil War, one of the IFS of history. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ceived instructions enjoining the utmost vigilance. I passed 
the night without sleep. Had McClellan marched his whole column 
and advanced it against any part of our lines,—as was done at Auster- 
litz under similar circumstances by the greatest Captain of any Age, 
though the head of his column would have suffered greatly, its mo- 
mentum would have assured it success; and the occupation of our 
works about Richmond, and consequently of the city, might have been 
his reward. “His failure is the best evidence that our able commander, 
fully understood the character of his opponent.” ? | 

Now for General Maurice: If McClellan, while Lee was fighting 
Porter, boldly threw forward the great army he had on the south 
bank of the River, the rebel capital might have been his reward! 
Lee’s danger was apparent to all. But Lee resolved to risk it! And 
his audacity has not escaped criticism. The truth is, however, that 
neither Lee nor the Generals about him, who knew McClellan, were 
in the least apprehensive that their over cautious adversary would 
either see or realize the opportunity.?? 

Dr. Freeman,—Lee’s voice,—leaves no doubt in the mind of this 
biographer from a factual narrative that had Hooker and Kearny 
advanced as planned on the 24th, 25th and 26th and 27th, Lee would 
have moved no soldier across the Chickahominy bridges; or if he had 
done so, would have recrossed on the 27th,—if possible,—had Kearny 
attacked on that day. Dr. Freeman reconstructs Lee’s outlook on that 
memorable scene—the fate of the Confederacy—during those days 
much like this: 

When Lee met Davis, he laid his plan before him to attack north 
of the Chickahominy. The President was quick to ask Lee if he 
thought McClellan would permit him to take the initiative north of 
the river and not deliver a counterattack south of it against Lee’s 
weakened center and right. If, said Davis, the Federal Commander 
acted like an engineer,—how this would have delighted Kearny from 
the lips of one of his old Fighting First Dragoons! ?*—and consid- 
ered it his first duty to protect his line of communications, then 


17 Magruder’s Report to Lee. August 12, 1862. 

18 Lay criticism undoubtedly holds that unless Lee “knew” McClellan was 
traitor and was determined to “throw the campaign”, Lee’s strategy was “fatal 
blunder”,—however successful. Of course, Davis, and so Lee knew, through 
the notorious traitor Vallandighan: who was tried as such, and sent by military 
court to the South; and through lernando and Congressman Benjamin Wood, 
his brother, of McClellan’s letter or its contents to Fernando Wood on the 
Peninsula. Peace and Democratic success, “let the South go in peace”, was 
the notorious war cry of the Democrats. Mrs. Lee, too, with her penetrating 
brilliant mind, must have known, and so told Robert, of the parvenu’s southern 
sympathies—his treason? All the South suspected it. See imfra. 

19 The Second Dragoons let Kearny pass and take the lead against the Garita 
in Mexico; did not follow the “Fighting First”. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


he would not attack and Lee’s plan would work out successfully. 

On the 24th, Lee despatched his orders to attack McClellan, and 
distributed it the very same day, perhaps the very same hour that 
McClellan distributed his order to Kearny and Hooker to attack Lee! 

The morning of the 25th dawned. Amazingly the Federal Artillery 
opened on a wide front!—Did McClellan know of Lee’s order ?— 
Soon word reached Lee that the Federals were attacking the pickets 
along the Williamsburg road! That was Kearny’s attack and Brother 
Joe’s! Who else would be attacking in that whole crowd of fatal 
Corps Commanders unless themselves attacked, who stood idle with 
hands in pockets at Williamsburg and Seven Pines! ane 

The action raised a question: Should Lee execute his plan to at- 
tack on the north of the river next day; or should he await the de- 
velopment of the enemy’s movement? Lee concluded the Federal 
commander would certainly resume the offensive very shortly. He 
ordered General Huger to hold his lines at any cost the next morning 
and to advance if possible, and let the plan for the offensive stand! ?° 

Then Mechanicsville was fought on the 26th; Lee defeated with 
1350 to 351 Confederate-Federal losses. From the Confederate view- 
point, “as a battle” a “ghastly failure.” The Problem to Lee: How 
can McClellan be prevented from attacking on the south side of the 
River? Quickly Lee dictated an order to Huger, telling him to 
hold his entrenchment at point of the bayonet; received on the south 
side at 8:30 p.m. 

“The venture was desperate,” writes Dr. Freeman; but on the 
night of the 26th there was “no alternative.” The only hope was to 
try to turn the extreme right of the Federal line. “If Lee did other- 
wise, McClellan might attack on the south side.” 2° 

Such Lee’s mind,—reconstructed by a magic pen. Had Kearny 
attacked at any time before the 28th, the campaign would have been 
saved,—Richmond taken. 

Dr. Freeman now narrates his interesting talk with Marshal Foch: 
It is worth noting that the writer was once discussing this campaign 
on the ground with Marshal Foch. That distinguished Soldier’s idea 
was that McClellan of course should have attacked south of the 
Chickahominy. . . .?? 


ms Through Doctor Freeman’s kindness these quotations from his book are 
allowed. 

21D. H. Hill wrote in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War that “Mc- 
Clellan could have captured the city with little loss of life. The fortifications 
of Richmond were very slight; and want of supplies would have forced Lee 
to attack him’. But Hill knew McClellan would not attack! He remarked 
to the frightened Captain Garland who proposed this danger to his chief: “Don’t 
you think McClellan’s ‘ruse’ is a leetle expensive’? when Hill heard the fright- 
ful explosions through many hours and saw the smoke from burning supplies 
at McClellan’s base at the White House! 


[ 297 ] 


0M" teelt we Wad ah te assbosu ip asliiwh of store ae +h 


_ «sigett Sel brasil (aH now S“pviensqxs vlisol gh ‘oewn' er 


YUAAAR 49 | 


Vikghezsoove t1o thow blnow wll we ~seen 
bis allel _ dostis of etsbro Birk bei osacesb 
saris aca se y2ov oft eqariieq \rsbisnmes 
! om T slagrts of tsd00H bas wre of 1910 ait ‘betel 
vrsiiier A lgvabe sels vignise awh .boaweb dies ntats ! 
{13h 8'99.1 toe woml nollefDoM bil! inoti-sbin 
eiseiota ot enifostis oiew eletsbel srip-derlt sock ‘bsdont 














































rahova hme dosstes e'yninsA esw tefl bbsor on demas iv | 
Giat to byror> slow tole ni geidostis sd blvowecion 
dibw slbt booiz ortw .bosivats esvicamerd? eeslay etobaam 


: ‘} “~ ij 


lesetd aevee ban giudemeilir sed 8 2tsold t 
-ts ef isla etl stroex9 99.1 bivorde :noitessp s besier a 
-9b effi tiaws orl bivode2 to sb tncorr revie ors te anon 2 


“ - : ; : T ? "J 


istobs sit bobulonoo co] «6S anemevom- e'ymons ert 
[  rlttoda vrev ovier sficx orl stevest vinunis > bluow 


gitimmom tesa orit je02 yas is zsnif oid : blod of 19g0H Is . 
'bratie svienstte orlt 101 naiq off tol buns eldiesog.tt S IBY: 
diww betesled 991 : rads oft co trerrot eaw siivecinaios 


-wsiv Setobsino. sci more 23720 t isrobot- 9187 ee ‘ 
wokl :9s:8 a3 msidord oAT “owl t eltesdlg” “olsted se 
ast to oie ciivoe sls no epee ron bet arn od sit J: 
33 ov wariliss .senti of iwbt0 xs batetib sal ybloiss 
fivoz oi na. bs r }ISMOVEC Sf) lo intog 3 Inontrlos ie) 
1.90 


> 
’ 


ion 


: _~ 
art . m* 4 


$33 TTS 1 estinw “sistecesbh enw Sti sas 
scedl * r “.gyignirsiis mer an HW dem ros 


1 > oat 3 boD rls 3 
483 9 flo a 
it1lHe - 3 ; 2 F Vang i~-— 
asod sven bi: Tpisgits: adi b8e orl? sroted emityne 
ist boomdbiki— 
a 7 > I 


I jactteral. dipy slet enitearotot 2id esterren wor ue 

a4 4 - , . Al sad 

asso ei? eitteenozib sono esw tontw ork ter ganon yrris 
3 

, 


sobi et ye | te ; dood lederlé ditw Be tg 9 


: 7 ; f at . b.. Fe ownol mT; o 7 ; 
of ine HSH1I653 i6a Diuef2 sete 10 nallstoM i 
is , 
=“ * yt i: 


sya taod ei tno itezorm seed? eaenbaid e‘nannsvd wired a BO 

4 % i 

H 

enon: st stil | slitz wiiw vita sd’ beibiqes overt b 

tet best sved bloow esitagte tonw bme pidgtle viev stew 
bashed st! 6! sorts jon Dleow asl! (FM word {iH ied. tt 

» 

Poe; ivido eid oF at zist} boecoo7q odw bask nisiqs. . 


ool 


‘nate 


totiqque yairwed mori some td) wae bos ewod qunnt conten 


'oewoh 


[tes] 


‘4 ge ; . vie 






. i ¥ wat Lat a 
i a {* ‘ae de 





eas 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny, knowing the inevitable consequence,—plainly the cam- 
paign is over!—leaves McClellan’s Headquarters; and goes back to 
his beloved Division near the Seven Pines 2? which at least are still 
standing ; listens for two days to the vicarious roar of Porter’s beaten 
guns and of Kearny’s sacrificed Brigade; and then withdraws his 
Division,—the last to withdraw,?*—early on the morning of the 20th, 
two hours after Lee’s famous remark: “I think they may have 
escaped me!” *4 Kearny is to attend to that escape business at Fray- 
ser’s Farm! And on the 30th his Division is strongly posted on the 
Charles City Cross Road with easy access to the Confederates who 
may be pouring down the New Market Road, all around Riddle’s 
store near Frayser’s Farm House, where Lee?® as certain as ever 
man was of victory which he knew and said he ought to have won, 
spent his all in attempting in person, with Jeff Davis in the offing,— 
McClellan absent,—to beat principally Kearny and Hooker, defying 
Lee to cut the Army in two. 

Along with Kearny’s Division, against explicit orders from Mc- 
Clellan to abandon the wounded, Chaplain Marks, of the 63rd Penn- 
sylvania, ministers to the wounded, and to the dying, whom Kearny 
takes along with him in his train. These men had fought for Phil. ; 
had fought for him personally; not for McClellan or any other human 
being, not even for a Cause, but for Kearny! Abandon them? 
Never! And the Chaplain who knew, if any man did, how to tell a 
story, lets us see the events of the 29th and the 30th: 


DR. MARKS’ STORY OF THE GREAT RETREAT OF THE 
THIRD CORPS 


The march of our army was of necessity slow. With an enormous 
train of 5,000 wagons and but one narrow road. The woods on both 
sides were swarming with enemies. The army moved forward 
slowly till it disappeared from the cultivated fields and was buried in 
the wilderness. 

When the enemy discovered we had retired from our trenches and 
outposts, they sprang on the track of the army with all the fury of 
wild beasts seeking the prey; and their screams were calculated to 
strike terror to the stoutest heart. Our army halted and threw itself 
into line of battle. A battery of artillery was sent back by General 
Kearny with a detachment of Pennsylvania Cavalry, under General 

22,The Seven Pines were an isolated clump in an open space of which this 
author has seen a contemporaneous picture. 

23 At six in the morning the last regiment left Seven Pines. 

24 Kearny’s condemnation of Franklin for thus abandoning his chosen beloved 


Brigade was severe. See his letters. 
25 See also Life and Letters of Lee by Childe; Jeb Stuart by Thomasson. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Averill. The enemy advanced boldly to take the battery, not seeing 
the horsemen that Kearny had concealed in the forest. Suddenly 
General Averill charges; in a few minutes, agafnst the furious as- 
sault, the enemy’s entire force was in full retreat. They were driven 
back three miles and then our rear regiments were thus relieved from 
the galling fire of our pursuers. 

Before night, we had passed White Oak Swamp and placed this 
barrier between us and our pursuers. , 

General Kearny crossed the Swamp one mile higher up than the 
usual road at Brackett’s Ford and about sun-down had secured all his 
trains and artillery; and drew up his men in order of battle until 
after nightfall of the 29th; and after darkness sought to join the 
other Divisions of the army! 

I have often heard Kearny’s men speak of that night march in the 
gloomy forest. Nothing could be seen but the flash of the fire-fly ! 
Many have told me that they abandoned all hope of escape but de- 
termined to sell their lives as dearly as possible,—but Morning arose 
with no enemy in sight! . 

In less than an hour, Generals Longstreet and Hill could be seen 
on the hills to the north and west of the Swamp which they were 
preparing to cross in force. Here there was a brisk cannonading 
which lasted for several hours, till our artillery was withdrawn and 
concentrated on the roads from Richmond from which we had every 
reason to fear a flank movement. To guard against such a movement, 
strong bodies of troops were massed at important points of the New 
Market and Charles City Crossroads. 

On these roads from Richmond, the Divisions of Kearny and 
Hooker, McCall and Sedgwick, were placed. Our retreating army 
was to pass over the road north to south, called the Quaker Road,?¢ 
which cut at right angles the various roads running from Richmond 
towards Yorktown, and therefore was the Great Highway to the 
James River. Along this road all the artillery, troops and wagons of 
McClellan’s whole army, had to pass. The vitality of the position 
was manifest. It was the plan of the enemy as soon as they dis- 
covered the course we were taking, to cut our Army in two as we 
passed along this road, and to drive back and capture such portion 
of the Army as could be severed from the main body. 

Franklin held the road over the Chickahominy over which Jackson 
had to pass and at his portion of the line an artillery duel lasted the 
whole day,—practically no infantry acting. Slocum was on the left 
and Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions on the right. To the right also 
was McCall; Kearny being on the extreme right. 


26 The Willis Church Road paralleling for a short distance the Quaker Road 
was also taken. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Thus to break through our advancing troops, to capture part of 
our baggage and a portion of our army was the main, determined and 
certain purpose of General Lee. And this was prevented by the valor 
of the men to whom this great trust on this critical day was com- 
mitted. To these divisions of the Army thus massed on the road, no 
battles of the Peninsula,—nay of the whole Civil War were so severe 
and the loss so great, and stakes played for so enormous. 

Our line extended for three or four miles; each Division placing 
if possible an open field in front of them; thus compelling the enemy 
if he attacked to come out of his forest haunts. 

Suddenly an overwhelming force burst out of the forest in front of 
General McCall’s Division, which was thrown across the New Market 
road; two Brigades being on the right; and the others on the left, 
having open fields in front of them. 

A desperate conflict ensued in which McCall twice lost and re- 
gained his battery of 16 guns and around this last battery was en- 
acted one of the most terrible scenes, which once beheld stands out 
forever in the mind. 

Soon fresh reinforcements for the enemy caused McCall’s men to 
fall back in disastrous flight? through the other troops, and his 
vacated position created a gap dangerous to the flanks of the adjoin- 
ing Divisions. 

Looking up the New Market Road General Kearny prepared for 
the fight! I have heard many soldiers speak of the power that was 
imparted to them by the General’s look and words, as his old Brigade 
called by him to aid him in the unequal battle passed by him march- 
ing into the open field! He looked at each man and said: “Go in, 
my boys, go in gayly; go in gayly, my boys!” And during all the 
subsequent conflict, they heard the voice of their General: “Gayly, 
Gayly, Gayly, my boys.” 

The contest waged fiercely. We had no time to load. It was 
bayonet, clubbed musket and pistol; and as soon as the action ceased 
from the increasing darkness, our men lay down upon the field and 
slept after the exhaustion of the day. The conduct of General Kearny 
in this battle, called the battle of Glendale or Frayser’s Farm or on 
the New Market Road, held the admiration of all the Corps. He 
was everywhere, directing all the movements; imparting by his pres- 
ence and clear-sightedness, the most determined courage to his men; 
and the devotion of his old First New Jersey Brigade, when they 
came double-quick under fire, huzzahing, “Kearny”, was pathetic yet 
sublime. 

Wherever the danger was greatest, Kearny possessed and carried 


27 For a fine description, see Kearny’s letters. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


with him a personal power that was equal to a regiment. Not to 
respond to his appeal was treason! In a preeminent degree, he pos- 
sessed that military prescience or anticipation’ of what was coming, 
and the point of an enemy attack, which has characterized every 
great man who has risen to distinction in the art of war. 

General Heintelzman commanded the Third Corps, Kearny’s and 
Hooker’s Divisions; and without any of those brilliant and knightly 
qualities which made the name of Kearny synonymous of chivalry 
and daring; he was brave without rashness.—So speaketh the noble 
Chaplain in his history of the Great Retreat! : 

Thus ended in victory the most fiercely waged and “most fatal if 
lost” of all the battles of the Civil War. Night fell! Kearny re- 
mained on the field till the dawn and by morning the Army which he 
had saved from Lee’s purpose, was safely on the powerful Gibraltar 
of Malvern Hill.*° For the third time the Army had been saved. 

Representative soldiers of high rank,—three present on the field, 
follow Phil. through the day’s battle.2® “Longstreet of Gettysburg,” 
in his Reminiscences tells a fascinating tale of Kearny’s part,—he 
knew, he fought him: 


LONGSTREET’S ASSAULT ON KEARNY’S POSITION AT 
GLENDALE 


We renewed the attack on Kearny’s left and were again repulsed 
with heavy loss. The attack continued until sometime after night. 
Then Longstreet quotes Heintzelman’s Report: “Seeing that the 
enemy were giving way, I returned to the forks of the road where I 
received a call from General Kearny for aid. Knowing that all of 
General Sedgwick’s troops were unavailable I was glad to avail my- 
self of the kind offer of General Slocum to send Kearny’s New Jersey 
Brigade of Slocum’s Division to General Kearny.” And then com- 
pleting his story Longstreet quotes his great adversary: At 4 P.M., 
General Kearny wrote, the attack commenced on my line with a deter- 
mination and vigor in such masses as I had never witnessed ! Thomp- 
son’s Battery directed with great skill, literally swept the open spaces 
with the completest execution, mowing down the enemy by ranks! 
And then Longstreet quotes a portion of Phil.’s Report which deals 
particularly with Phil.’s Brigade and Phil.’s Division more easily read 
later in its right context of circumstances.°° 

28 Magruder taking Hill’s and Longstreet’s place reported the enemy on the 
field at dawn. 

29 Hundreds sitting in professional chairs have edited these battles; only those 
who were there know. Hence Maurice’s account is unimportant relative to the 


account of the eye witnesses, particularly the newspaper correspondents. 
80 Kearny’s letters. to be read later are even more flaming than this report. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The Frenchman, Paris, writes, in his history in French on the 
Peninsula Campaign that the whole of the Confederate Army was 
preparing to make a desperate effort to destroy the Federal Army 
before they could reach the James River. “The Prince of Joinville 
having called McClellan’s attention to the evident probability that at 
Glendale the brunt of the Confederate attack would be made, all dis- 
posable forces were ordered to defend that position. Here Slocum 
was on the right of the Charles City Road; Kearny, who had re- 
mained where he had bivouacked during the night, joined him. 
Kearny’s troops were a little above the New Market Road; McCall 
was on Kearny’s left; and in the rear Hooker; and behind Hooker 
was Sumner and a portion of Sedgwick’s Division” : 


KEARNY’S DIVISION AND KEARNY’S BRIGADE AT 
THE NEW DIARKET ROAD 


Eighteen to twenty thousand troops of Longstreet and A. P. Hill 
under Longstreet, debouched upon Glendale’s clearings by the New 
Market Road. McCall’s gunners are put to flight and the troops 
fall back precipitously upon Hooker’s position and through his troops 
Hooker allows McCall’s troops to flee. Kearny and Hooker receive 
the pursuing Confederate advance with a murderous fire and press 
Longstreet’s troops back upon some of McCall’s troops which still 
held their position. Kearny is supported by General Taylor with 
Kearny’s 1st. New Jersey Brigade, called by Kearny into the conflict. 
The sight of their old chief infuses additional ardor into the four 
New Jersey regiments comprising it, and the timely reinforcement 
enabled Kearny to hold his position. 

Then Paris witnesses to the vital character of the warfare: 

If Hill had been able to penetrate through Kearny and Hooker as 
far as Quaker Road, he would have cut the Federal Army in two 
and secured the destruction of one-half that army. 

While the Commander-in-Chief and the President of the Confed- 
eracy were present, McClellan remained in ignorance of the position 
of his forces. He had remained during the day on the gunboat of 
Commodore Rodgers. So much for the French. Now for an Eng- 
lishman, General Sir Frederick Maurice: General Huger at White 
Oak Swamp was opposed by Slocum’s Division; but was hardly en- 
gaged. Jackson and D. H. Hill were confronted by Franklin’s Divi- 
sion; but neither made any serious attempt to cross White Oak 
Swamp.*? The brunt of the battle was borne by Longstreet and 

81 History of the Civil War by Comte de Paris. 

82 A recent visit was made to the exact locations of Jordan’s and Fisher’s 
Fords, all of which Kearny knew, and used—using also Brackett’s Ford,— 
which enabled him to safely cross and bivouack at ten thirty June 29 at the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


A. P. Hill, who were opposed by the four Divisions of Kearny, Mc- 
Call, Hooker and Sedgwick.—Will someone tell us where in all these 
battles the other Divisions besides Kearny’s and Hooker’s really are; 
are they in hiding? 

Then there were some good newspaper accounts,—the best of the 
entire campaign,—a fine picture which formed the impression in the 
minds of individual men and women all over the Nation of what 
really happened on Mr. Frayser’s farm. This is the way The Iilus- 
trated News and The Evening Post compositely saw the scene: °° 

“The battles of Charles City Road or New Market Road or Frayser’s 
Farm was one of the most desperate situations our army occupied 
and nothing but the savage endurance of our troops saved these divi- 
sions from destruction and capture. Slocum’s heavy artillery fire 
and the stubborn front which Kearny presented against greatly 


“superior numbers, keeping the Rebels at bay and finally repulsing 


them with great slaughter, enabled the troops to retire upon the 
James River, before the exhausted Rebels had a thought of renew- 
ing the contest. Kearny’s Division supported by his old New Jersey 
Brigade detached to his use at his suggestion from Slocum’s division 
soon recovered the lost ground.” A really fine description appeared 
in the Times of the whole scene, emphasizing the fierce determination 
of Lee to destroy the Army; to win the war. 


KEARNY AND HOOKER: “THUNDERBOLTS OF 
FRAYSER’S FARM” 


It was a strife for mastery; it was the Confederate’s determination 
to win, no matter what the cost! They rushed on precipitously; 
charged our batteries; captured General Reynolds; took a large num- 
ber of prisoners. Here McCall was captured; scores of officers fell. 
The lines gave way. It was a critical moment! Now or never was 
brave work to be done! Now or never was the Army to be saved! 

Hooker and Kearny were there: Kearny with the life blood of 
New York and his beloved First New Jersey Brigade,—brave men all 
of them. They rallied for a desperate charge; the battle hung on 


very point,—the brunt of the battle of the succeeding day,—at Riddle’s Shop. 
This shows that Jackson made no serious attempt to cross and reach and help 
Lee at Frayser’s Farm; made no serious attack on Franklin at White Oak 
Swamp Road. Had Jackson crossed at either Jordan’s, Brackett’s or Fisher’s 
Fords,—the first and last undefended—Kearny might have been overwhelmed 
and McClellan’s army destroyed as Lee confidently thought would be the case 
when he attacked Kearny at Riddle’s Shop. See Kearny’s report. 

88 No picture of the war may be realized from the dead official reports. The 
newspapers are alone living history; and a history rarely used by the ‘“‘Pro- 
fessors” until very recent date. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


their action! The united units, firm and unyielding as the granite of 
the native mountains of Hooker’s New Hampshire boys, moved to 
the charge! They came upon the enemy like a thunderbolt; bore 
down upon the long masses in front as if they were automatons and 
sent them flying over the field, and captured 12 pieces of artillery, 
one brigade including three regulars, and Congressman Lamar of 
the First Georgia Regiment. 

It was the finale! The enemy were defeated at last. While the 
fight was going on, bands were ordered to play! For a month they 
had been silent under orders. They gave “Yankee Doodle’; the 
“Star-Spangled Banner” and “Hail Columbia.” It was like bread to 
a hungry man. The troops felt the soul-stirring strains; and forgot 
they were tired and hungry and exhausted and ready to faint! 

The significance of the battle and so the truth of Kearny’s letters: 
“The most fatal if lost”; and the consequent savageness of its con- 
duct; and Kearny’s cardinal position—all phases of the Field which 
if unknown leave Kearny’s achievement, leave his letters, in the air, 
-—are witnessed by the authoritative eyes of a hundred on-lookers 
through the intervening years; and find perhaps the most typical 
expression through the Confederate Chief of Artillery, Alexander; 
in the inspired Military History of the Confederacy; and in two 
foreign warriors fighting on the Field, one on the Confederate,— 
Colonel Estvan,—one on the Northern side, the Comte de Paris, al- 
ready out of the witness box, and by Dr. Freeman speaking for 
“Marse” Robert! 

The Artilleryman writes: No more desperate encounter took place 
in the War. The Confederates were taking the aggressive against 
Kearny, McCall and Hooker ; a Fourth Division,—Sedgwick,—was in 
reserve; and a fifth, Slocum, was near the right; each over 8,000 
strong. Almost the whole of 40,000 troops took part in the battle.* 
Then the Confederate Historian: “Longstreet supported by the Divi- 
sion of A. P. Hill attacked the position held by the Divisions of 
McCall and Kearny, reinforced by the Divisions of Sedgwick and 
Hooker, and by a Brigade from Slocum’s Division,’—of course 
Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade—‘This battle in which it had been 
hoped to deliver a crushing blow to McClellan was a great disappoint- 
ment to Lee. Eager for their prey, Longstreet’s men rushed forward; 
overcame all obstacles; and fell upon McCall’s left with such a blow 
that his men fled in panic backward through Hooker’s line of battle 

84 The Records of Longstreet’s Chief of Artillery, General E. P. Alexander, 
State that “Lee’s principal effort was against Riddle’s Shop covered by Kearny. 
Slocum’s was a noisy conflict with little loss. The Junction of Long Bridge 
Road, Charles City Road, the New Market and Quaker Road was covered by 
Kearny’s Division fighting at. Riddle’s Shop.” The Richmond Examiner, July 
8th, states: “At Frayser’s Farm the brilliant series of victories was broken.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


inthe rear. The rush against Kearny’s line was not successful”! And 
of the furiousness of the battle: “The ferocity with which the con- 
flict was waged was incredible; there was no compassion—no pity 
in the bloody work of bayonet and knife.” 


A REBEL PRUSSIAN DRAGOON AT THE 
NEW MARKET ROAD * 


In the midst of his blood-thirsty troops, the Prussian rebel—Colonel 
Estvan—looks around and before him: the spirit of our men excited 
by the recent fighting had been almost ungovernable! No sooner 
had they come upon the enemy than they fell upon him fiercely; 
whole files of our men were mowed down by showers of grape. The 
scene that ensued is almost indescribable! For nearly seven hours — 
the battle fiercely rages within a very small compass without either 
party gaining an advantage. All our reserves are engaged. Wilcox’s 
Brigade was almost cut to pieces; the men fell on all sides and cries 
for water to quench the thirst of the wounded painfully resounded in 
every quarter: 

General Hill brought up some regiments he had managed to 
collect and seizing the flag of the 4th North Carolina Regiment which 
he had at one time commanded, exclaimed: “If you will not follow 
me I shall seek death alone.” It was here that the son of Major 
Peyton, a lad 15 years of age, called to his father to help him as a 
bullet had smashed both his legs. “I will help you,” replied the 
Major, “when we have beaten the enemy! I have other sons to Jead 
in the path of glory.” Then shouting “Forward” he himself fell 
only a few yards further on, mortally wounded. Many a wounded 
man. lying helpless on the ground, strove to plunge his knife with a 
last effort into the breast of some fallen enemy near him! 

Lee’s Voice in the world of 1935, tells us that the burden of the 
fighting at Frayser’s Farm was borne on the Federal Right by 
Kearny’s Third Division of Heintzelman’s Corps, etc. It was one 
of the great lost opportunities of Confederate Military History. It 
was the bitterest disappointment Lee had ever sustained and one 
that he could not forget. A great opportunity was presented for a 
convergence of force in a simultaneous attack on a moving enemy 
encumbered with a great wagon train. On the decisive day, June 
3oth, thousands of soldiers expected McClellan’s Army to be de- 
stroyed ere nightfall. Then an interesting anecdote. By crossing 
White Oak Swamp Jackson would have beén in the rear of the 
Army of the Potomac. Jackson had a talk with Lee and, after 
drawing a design on the ground, remarked “We've got him,” and 


35 Col. Estvan. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


stamped it out and went on! But “Changarnier was there,” was a 
by-word of the French Conquest! 

But let’s hear Major Elderkin, already with Kearny at Fort Gibson 
and in Mexico and now a part of his Division with his magnificent 
Michigan troops. How those Michigan troops fought! 

“June 30th was clear and beautiful. K erneys and Hooker’s Divi- 
sions might possibly be sacrificed to give the rest of the Army time 
to get in position and fortify Malvern Hill. But smart Generals like 
Hooker and Kerney never give up while there is a ray of hope and 
this fierce battle lasted well into the night when both sides rested 
from sheer exhaustion. The dawn saw our little army well on its 
way to Malvern Hill.” 56 

The Flames of the Field lit up little scenes personal to Phil. of 
immense human interest. 

The Sixty-Third Pennsylvania, under General Alexander Hays, 
equally with the Beloved Michigan Troops, particularly the troops 
under Colonel Alonzo Poe, which might well be called, Kearny’s 
“Pennsylvania” and ‘‘Michigan” Brigades ; to which,—his Pennsyl- 
vanians,—Kearny in his Letters and in his Report accorded the place 
of honor in saving this sanguinary day, were close to Kearny’s heart, 
—““no finer bodies of troops in the Army!” And Pennsylvania,— 
even as New Jersey with Kearny’s Brigade,—singled out the Sixty- 
Third and published its History—350 pages,—sixty-six years after 
Kearny’s death, under the symbolic title, “Under the Red Patch,” 
which tells this tale of the Retreat: 

“Kearny’s Division, the Red Patch Division, his grand old fighting 
Division, led by that chivalrous and accomplished soldier, whose 
Presence on the battlefield was a talisman and a watchword amid 
the dangers of conflict, during the Seven Days’ Retreat, again cov- 
ered itself with glory! We opened at Oak Ridge on the 25th of 
June and drove the enemy nearer to Richmond than any point our 
forces occupied during the campaign”; and the Historian recalls an 
episode of this fight ;—Teally the last of the Advance toward 
Richmond: 

“For some unaccountable reason, General Robinson, who had 
succeeded General Jameson,?* had driven the enemy a considerable 
distance and halted. Kearny came up and said something to General 
Robinson and we again advanced and halted and faced about and 


86 These paragraphs should be interpreted, as is their object, into Kearny’s 
letters, when he writes of bearing the brunt of the battles, and of the fearful 
losses of his Division. 

37 This able soldier, First at Yorktown, First at Fort Magruder, First at 
Williamsburg, and joined with Kearny and Berry in their brave doings at 
Seven Pines in Stedman’s Poem, left the field of Seven Pines with barely enough 
Strength to go to his Maine home to die. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny returned: ‘General Robinson, what have you done? ‘We 
have been driving the enemy,’ said Robinson and Kearny said a 
sharp terse and characteristic thing: ‘Yes, General, but how far 
have you driven them? Have you driven them an inch? ” 

Captain Reid of the Sixty-Third chronicled: “I was ordered to 
provide 150 rounds of ammunition. Kearny came up and I in- 
quired “This must be a mistake General.’ ‘No, no, Captain Reid, 
every man must have 150 rounds.’ But I objected ‘Where will they 
carry so many cartridges?’ . . . ‘Anywhere, Captain. Fill the car- 
tridge boxes; put the rest in their pockets’; and the result proved 
Kearny was right;” which prefaces this entry in the Journal of 
Sergeant Bicknell of the 5th Maine: “General Kearny rides along 
about 1 o’clock in the morning as we pass the most dangerous point. 
“Move on steadily, boys,’ whispered the General as we passed his 
Division. “But if the hounds tread on your heels, kick.” ’ And the 
historian who records this entry tells us that the sth Maine was 
passing covertly off the field simply without ammunition! 

Then this rebel account of General McCall’s inglorious capture 
and the glorious death of the noble Biddle: 

The sound of horses’ hoofs was heard from the direction of the 
Federals. They turned out to be four horsemen who riding up on 
our left inquired who we were? I called out at the top of my voice, 
“Friends!” But someone on the left having unwittingly called “47th 
Virginia Regiment,” two of the party turned back and rode off 
at double quick. They were instantiy fired on, and one of them, 
who turned out afterwards to be Major Henry T. Biddle, Adjutant 
General to General McCall, was killed. McCall surrendered! 

In Kearny’s Biography, so in the Biography of his Brigade, 
Frayser’s Farm—June 30th—is ever memorable, Kearny’s Brigade 
and Kearny’s Division both fought under him, the Brigade’s second 
and last fight ; and yet it was always to the end of the War, “Kearny’s 
Brigade.” 

The History of the Brigade was published as we know by the 
State of New Jersey in 1910. Let’s hear its Historian: Lee, Long- 
street and Hill had violently assaulted the rear guard composed in 
part of McCall’s Pennsylvania Reserves which were driven back. 
When the Rebels drove forward to capture our guns, a terrific 
struggle ensued. At length General Kearny, whose Division now as 
always, stood the brunt of battle, sent a request for the first New 
Jersey Brigade, which was at once pressed forward. As the men 
advanced at the call of their old leader, they were met by him and 
inspired ; throwing off their knapsacks, they dashed at double quick 
towards the point of danger cheering as they went with the utmost 
enthusiasm, yelling ‘Phil. Kearny.’ But now the Rebels alarmed by 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


these cheers for their Commander by the Jersey men, fell back in 
haste towards the woods in the rear, and our forces were permitted 
to withdraw without further contest. Few events of the war illus- 
trated so well the character of our New Jersey troops and the attach- 
ment they felt for Phil. Kearny, as their eager response to his call for 
help,—a response which was eagerly given that he might once more 
win his day! 

Kearny himself never forgot that day! And to the men of the 
Ist New Jersey Brigade the memory of the greeting he gave them as 
they hurried at his call “will be ever present even as on the Battle’s 
glorious field.” 

Never forget that day! Why, Kearny’s Brigade was Kearny’s 
military life blood. Although his Division never forgot him and 
Kearny’s memory dwelt in its ranks to the end of the war as a living 
Presence, yet he had spent himself as Soldier in the honeymoon of 
his mature life in the American Army upon his Brigade. 

And Kearny, as Longstreet wrote in his Reminiscences, joined his 
Brigade and his Division, in this fragment of his Report of the 
battle quoted by Longstreet ! 

“It was at this conjuncture that I arrived from my right. I found 
McCall’s position abandoned although not occupied by the enemy. 
I placed in it the First New Jersey Brigade, General Taylor com- 
manding. In concluding my report of this battle, one of the most 
desperate of the war, and one of the most fatal if lost, I am proud to 
give thanks and to include in the glory of my own Division, the First 
New Jersey Brigade, General Taylor, who held McCaill’s ground ; 
not only entitling them to a share in the credit of our victory; but 
also in ever engendering full sympathy between the two Corps. 

P. Kearny, 

General Commanding, 
Third Division, 3 Corps 
Army of the Potomac.” 


Before we leave the battle ground to fight the following afternoon 
the battle of Malvern Hill and again beat these boys decisively, after 
all only following up Hooker’s and Kearny’s victory on the 30th, and 
preparing the way—a voice crying in the wilderness, as the event 
proved, of the Peninsula Swamps,—for a certain defeat of the Rebels 
and an advance upon Richmond, let’s read a little incident about Mrs. 
Lee at the White House: for as we know during this period Kearny 
gives a fascinating privileged character study of this charming lady 
in his letters; and her background on the Peninsula becomes im- 
portant,—some hold “decisively important”’—making possible Stuart’s 
raid around McClellan’s communications,—but not so Kearny. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Mrs. Lee, when the Federal Army occupied White House Landing, 
left her home, “White House” at least temporarily,—she was to 
remain in McClellan’s lines voluntarily, of course, until two days 
before Stuart’s raid around McClellan’s communication,—and tacked 
on the door of the Custis House, where General Washington and 
Mrs. Custis spent part of their early married life, was this nice little 
message of appeal to the Federals: “Northern Soldiers who profess 
to reverence Washington: Forbear to desecrate the home of his early 
married life, the property of his wife: (signed) a granddaughter of 
Mrs. Washington.” 

Leaving the battle field towards dawn,°8 the last to leave the field, 
Kearny soon arrived on the impregnable heights of Malvern Hill; 
convinced that his victory on that ever memorable day ought to land 
the army in Richmond on July 4th as the North certainly expected if 
Lee dare renew the attack. Only one fly in his thinking! McClellan, 
“Traitor, Coward or Patriot”? If Patriot: Richmond ! 3° 


88 Magruder, who substituted Longstreet during the night of the 30th, wrote: 
“Before sunrise the enemy was still in position. Colonel Goode Bryan found 
the Federals in position at 3.30.” Magruder also reports that the pitch dark- 
ness of the night prevented his placing his troops in position till the dawn. 

89 The claims made by the South were absurd. The Daily Dispatch, July 2nd., 
carried the news, certainly such: “It is reported that General Hooker was 
killed; General Kearny wounded; General Sumner taken prisoner.” Ac- 
tually, these were the only names of the northern commanders known on the 
Peninsula to their Southern opponents except the idle “superb” Hancock and 
that fine gentleman Fitzjohn Porter. For a fine sketch of Hancock, “Charming 
Man,” see Phil’s Letters. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
THE BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL—McCLELLAN QUITS 


On the morning of the first of July, the whole Army was con- 
centrated,—the first time on the Peninsula,—posted on an impregnable 
fortress, Malvern Hill, the seat of Lee’s grand-parents,? but of the 
terrain of which Lee knew little or nothing.” 

The last Battle of the Great Retreat was one of the terrific shocks 
of battle, in which, without Strategy,°-there was none on Lee’s part, 
——chosen Confederate Youths, were continuously hurled successively 
into the muzzles of as splendidly a served Artillery as was ever lim- 
bered on the field of battle. “Presumably,” says the Confederate 
Military Historian, “such battles are at times military necessities ;” 
yet in view of their destructiveness it is not surprising that a Con- 
federate General should have declared,—recalling the French Officer’s 
sarcastic comment on the English “charge of the Six Hundred,” at 
Balaklava,—‘Malvern Hill was magnificent; but it was not War, it 
was Murder”! The simple record of butchery wrought within one 
hour in the ranks of the Confederate soldiers, who in hordes, with 
dauntless bravery and unparallelled recklessness, went up hill against 
the Federal Artillery, simply sickens and appalls. 

Kearny wanted greatly to follow these noble, wretched youths, 
saving them from themselves and from their “Blind Leaders,” and 
beat them to a standstill, and so take Richmond and end the War; 
which could have been done as certainly as against the Mexicans at 
the San Antonio Gate; or at Manassas, W illiamsburg, Seven Pines 
or Gaines’ Mill. But it would not have been “W arfare’’: the destruc- 
tion would have been so complete, so brutal, so terrible! General 
Porter ordered to select a site for the Battle wrote: “The hill was 
flanked with ravines enfiladed by our guns. The ground in front 
was sloping, and over it our artillery and infantry, themselves 
protected by crests and ridges, had a clean sweep for their fire.” 

1 The wits of the period said Lee wanted to repossess himself of his grand- 
father’s property! 

2So ignorant of the terrain were the Chief Commanders that a serious con- 
troversy arose between Magruder and his enemies,—and Lee,—as to the identity 
of Quaker Road! See Magruder’s report and defense; Richmond, August 12th, 
1862. Yet no native could possibly have mistaken it. 

5 A private’s view of the battle tells us: “I did not see the field after the 


battle but I know it was a great and terrible mistake on the part of Lee to 
fight here.” “Famous Battles as a Confederate Private Saw Them.” Page 392. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


All day long on June 30th, while Kearny was kicking in the teeth 
his great friends Lee, Longstreet and Hill—to keep the Confederate 
Hound of War, certain of its prey, from devouring the fleeing victim, 
the Federal Divisions, as they arrived, were posted under Porter's 
personal direction to take full advantage of the crests and depressions. 
Artillery was placed in position in Nature’s own emplacements. As 
far as the eye could see battery after battery rose, tier upon tier, 
around the curvature of the hill, a “natural amphitheatre’? Kearny 
called it, the whole surmounted by McClellan’s great siege guns! The 
first line of Federal batteries could only be reached, and taken, by 
traversing an open space of three to four hundred yards, exposed to 
grape and canister from artillery and musketry; and if this line of 
batteries were carried another still more difficult remained in the rear. 

Nevertheless, Lee ordered—or allowed—assault after assault, as 
vain and fruitless as Pickett’s charge at Gettysburg which Lee—we 
know—confessed, “I was wrong” in ordering it. The fact is that 
Lee wasn’t “Right” that Day. “Yesterday” at Frayser’s Farm still 
haunted him! He must have known his Peninsula Cause was Lost! 
He must have known, too, as Master Soldier at 10 o’clock that night, 
when McClellan Sounded the Recall—as Scott at Mexico City—that 
his Army would have been destroyed if McClellan took the offensive ; 
Richmond captured ! 

The battle opened by General D. H. Hill’s advance against Kearny, 
Morrell and Couch. Hill’s first line was hurled back in disorder. 
They try again to pierce the line; again and again; and are repulsed. 
Then Couch’s position is threatened but he is immediately supported 
by reinforcements; Hill is given no support. Hill reorganizes the 
debris of his troops in some woods; Huill’s battle Day is Set! 

Just as the mighty Hill drew off his heroic shattered North Caro- 
lina* and Virginia Brigades, General Magruder,—only yesterday 
dining with Phil. and Agnes in “their noble apartment in Paris’ !— 
ordered his forces to the attack. And Armistead, Wright, Lawton, 
Kershaw, Semmes, Cabell all precious names in the Social and 
Military aristocracy of the Confederacy, threw themselves, not all 
at once but successively, against the impregnably posted Federals; 
and all, after frightful losses, were thrown back—shattered masses— 
across the slopes to the positions from which they had leaped into the 
jaws of death! , 

Phil. was amazed at the extraordinary heroism of his old friend, 
- “Prince John’? Magruder, and could well have described it in Long- 
street’s words,—words equaily applicable to Armistead, Wright, Ker- 


ee nee 


4The preponderant part played by North Carolina in the Civil War is too 
often neglected by Historians. They were first on many fields with the larger 
numbers. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


_ shaw and Co. : to all the glorious Southerners : “high-toned gentleman” : 

“I never saw anything more grandly heroic than the advance after 
sunset of the nine Brigades under Magruder!” 

A distinguished Federal Officer on the field wrote: 

As if moved forward by reckless disregard of life, equal to that 
displayed at Gaines’ Mill; with a determination to capture our army 
or destroy it by driving it into the river, regiment after regiment, 
rushed at our batteries! But the artillery mowed them down with 
shrapnel, grape and canister; while our Infantry, withholding their 
fire until they were in short range, scattered the remmants of their 
columns. The havoc made by the rapidly-bursting shells from our 
' guns, “arranged so as to sweep any position, far or near, was fearful 
to behold!” After Lee had laid every unit of his chosen Victims on 
the Altar of Disunion perhaps of his Ambition, his forces,—then 
said to be unwilling to obey another order to advance,—withdrew 
from the assault hopelessiv beaten; with the Lost Cause’s Legacy— 
Lee’s legacy—to McClellan !—McClellan’s Great Opportunity to take 
the offensive, also lost. 

A broken fragment of a Confederate Regiment “slept” near the 
field; and during the night heard the movement of troops; and to the 
amazement of the officers, the morning revealed that the Victorious 
Enemy was gone! McClellan, against the violent protest of the 
most Astute, the most Daring and the most Loyal of his Officers, 
in about two hours after the roar of battle had ceased, had given 
orders to retreat to Harrison’s Landing! ‘McClellan’, wrote a 
Confederate Historian, “seemed not to realize his advantage on that 
Day’s Field”. He realized it all right! 

Lee’s army was too much disorganized and cut to pieces to think 
of any effective pursuit. 

Kearny protested in words, now historic, against the “Treason or 
Cowardice” of a “Victorious Army” in retreat from an “impregnable 
position”, without a counter-assault toward the Confederate Capital, 
from this “New Base of Such Operations”. For if “BASE” why 
not now, at the Supreme Moment, the golden moment of McClellan’s, 
of all Military Men’s opportunity, redeem his “four” days of disaster 
and his whole Peninsula Purpose, and place his Army’s Foot on this 
Base for an Advance upon the Capital! : 

Kearny’s Division,—once again as the last troops,—left the Field 
of Battle at 2 in the morning, whence all—except the rear guard— 
had departed; and Lee, in the person of his Great Historian in 1935, 
singles out Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions, the Second and Third 
Divisions, Third Corps, of the Army of the Potomac, as two among 
all the rest which arrived at Harrison’s Landing as organized Wholes, 
“without the loss of a wagon”, amid a mass of unorganized Divisions, 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


straggling broken-hearted from the Field—“‘A Victorious Army in 
Retreat” from its chosen base of attack: to reach which 35,000 boys 
principally in their teens had been slaughtered or maimed !5 

On the 7th, 8th to oth Lee withdrew his Army and marched up the 
River toward Richmond! “Requiescat in Pace”, “Tardy George’! 
Your Base of Operations is myth. Kearny called it “Imposture !” 

The Nation’s point of outlook on the battle was from the news- 
papers and by long odds the best account, vivid and real, was the 
New York Evening Post’s. Let us see the picture on the public mind; 
and the images of Phil. and Joe, glow again on the canvas; ‘and 
marvellous to say “Admiral” McClellan,—on Commodore Rodgers’ 
Flagship,—directs the Naval guns to suspend their fire to allow these 
two poor land-lubbers to attack the foe! ® 


“KEARNY AND HOOKER AT MALVERN HILL: “THE 
CHARGE OF THE THIRD CORPS” 


The whole Corps of Heintzelman,—Hooker and Kearny,—confi- 
dent that a recovery of the fortunes of our withdrawal from before 
Richmond could be made, prepared to give another great effort to 
retrieve them for the Army and the Country. Signals were given 
to the “Galena,” Commodore Rodgers’ gunboat on the James to cease 
firing when Kearny’s and Hooker’s advance was decided upon. Gen- 
eral Heintzelman then made a little appeal to his officers telling 
them that in their dash about to be made their confidence and courage 
might not only save the army but avenge the loyal dead who had 
fallen in the Great Retreat in such awful numbers. 

The soldiers, poor heroic jaded fellows, responded with a spirit 
that must have come from hungry hearts; and soon the Grand Corps, 
of Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions, was in line. Then Heintzelman 
passed the word down to “Advance!” The Corps moved slowly, 
certainly forward, vigorously belching fire and ball at every step, 
never halting till they came so close to the rebels that they might have 
halloed the names of each, man to man, across the little interval that 
separated them. . 

The enemy came up bravely to the offered combat. But there was 
a destructiveness in our fire and a vehemence in our tread that they 
could not withstand. The Brigade of Hooker was ably led by that 
distinguished officer, and Phil, Kearny seemed ubiquitous as he 
screamed his orders here and there; but the whole Corps was a unit. 

Pushing steadily forward, defying all about to break or turn the 
line, the Corps had at last the satisfaction of seeing the enemy break 
and fly in confusion, totally dispirited and repulsed; and our object 

5 McClellan was amazed at the losses during “Seven Days”; see supra. 

® McClellan’s naval guns actually killed his own troops. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


had been gained in covering our advance to the James River. We 
did not attack again. 

McClellan driving his Juggernaut from the crow’s nest on Rodgers’ 
flagship, lets us view Phil. and Joe through the Commodore’s power- 
fully ranged field glasses :— 

At three P.M. a heavy fire of artillery opened on Kearny’s left and 
Couch’s Division. The attack of the enemy was repulsed; and an 
advance made of 700 to 800 yards; and rested upon a thick clump of 
trees giving us a stronger position and better fire. 

The Confederate General Hill’s representative and unvarnished 
candid story of the battle was told like this: The order to charge— 
against the third corps—was obeyed with promptness and alacrity. 
My 38th Virginia leading the assault, we attempted five different 
charges, each separate and distinct. When within 75 yards of the 
enemy we were compelled to fall back because not supported, and 
reinforcements came to the enemy. The men at the time displayed 
great coolness and gallantry. And the undaunted Major R. Cabell, 
of Hill’s 38th Virginia gives a segment of an historic scene,—and 
ever remember that this is Phil. Kearny’s and not Cabell’s Biography ; 
and the question to be answered: Should McClellan have advanced 
to Richmond against this broken army?’ Kearny thought so; but 
you will hear soon his ringing words: 

Our color sergeant, Cabell chronicles, Lieutenant P. H. Tarpley, 
to whom the colors were given upon the battle field of Seven Pines 
by Major General D. H. Hill, which he promised he would carry till 
he fell, did not falsify his word! He always kept the colors in 
advance. The last order given him being to move slower. The 
colors were taken successtully by Color Corporals Gilbert, mortally 
wounded, and Gregory, Burlington and Watkins, all severely 
wounded. Private Churchwell Parker then took them and was al- 
most instantly killed. Lieutenant Colonel Whittle then took the 
colors and gallantly bore them forward when he too, while consider- 
ably in advance of the Regiment, was severely wounded, having the 
large bone in one arm broken. Captain Daniel, a Volunteer for the 
fight, grasped the colors and coolly and calmly waving them appeared 
not to be moving a muscle, save the motion of his arm! He was 
calling on the company, which he so well commanded, to rally around 
his colors when he fell pierced by two balls. As he fell he drove the 
staff into the ground still holding on to it until taken from him by 
Colonel Edmonds, in whose hand the staff was soon after shot with 
grape and literally shivered into fragments. The colors were borne 
from the field by the only remaining color-Corporal William M. 
Bohannon upon a musket and upon examination were found to have 
been pierced in fifty places. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


“The Regimental Commander reports the Color Sergeants and 
Guard as ‘having won for themselves immortal honor’.” 

Now comes the climax—the high light—of Kearny’s relations with 
McClellan; and for the best account of the historic scene we are 
indebted to the noble Chaplain of the 63rd Pennsylvania, whose line 
of spiritual communications—of mental liaison—with all the Key- 
Captains on the Peninsula, electrified with understanding, carried to 
him the low-down on salient military questions which few, not privi- 
leged to listen in at his spiritual station, could command. The Doctor 
wrote prophetically—TIsaiah-like almost—of the fatal folly of not 
following up the disastrous defeat of the Rebels with an advance on 
the Capital against an enemy who had fought their hearts out at 
Frayser’s Farm and had been led as sheep to the slaughter at Malvern 
Hill; losing in proportion to the Federals 20 men to 12 in killed and 
wounded, in four days of major battles, and was so demoralized and 
spent as to be incapable of defense. ‘It was”, wrote Kearny, “against 
a maxim of Napoleon’s as to the capacity of human courage’”’! 


—— 


“COWARDICE OR TREASON”! PHIL’S CHARACTERIZA- 
TION OF THE RETREAT 


Unable to bear up against the impetuous attack of our men, the 
enemy endeavored to remove his broken columns from the field. 
As they fled they were pursued 34 of a mile and the entire rebel army 
was struck with panic. If at this moment we had brought up 10,000 
of our reserves into the field we might have marched back and retaken 
all we had lost, and without much difficulty reached Richmond. This 
stand will be amply confirmed in subsequent chapters,—and how 
convincingly Dr. Marks proves his thesis! | 

In the meantime thousands of Confederates fled in the wildest 
disorder from the scene and hid themselves in swamps and hollows. 
Soldiers without guns, horsemen without caps and swords, came 
to the hospitals on the battle field of Frayser’s Farm and reported 
their regiments and brigades were swept away and that they alone 
escaped to tell the tale! It is one of the strangest things in this week 
of disaster that General McClellan ordered a retreat to Harrison’s 
Landing after he had gained so decided a victory!* 


7 General Trimble in his report said: “I found the whole army in the utmost 
disorder. Thousands of straggling men asking every passer-by for their regi- 


> ments; ambulances, wagons and artillery obstructing every road and all huddled 


SEO oP TY OR RAOUL NR ARNON BW Rao 


together in a drenching rain presented a scene of the most horrible and dis- 
heartening confusion.” McClellan wrote after his panic had subsided and Lee 
had retired: “So completely was the enemy crushed; so great his losses, that he 
has not since ventured to attack me.” ! Yet McClellan wrote “abandon wounded 
and spike guns.”! Contemptible! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


When the order was received by the impatient and eager army, 
consternation and indignation overwhelmed our patriotic and ardent 
host. Some refused to obey the command. General Martindale shed 
tears of shame. 

“The brave and chivalrous Kearny said in the presence of many 
officers: ‘I, Philip Kearny, an old soldier, enter my solemn protest 
against this order for retreat. We ought instead of retreating to 
follow up the enemy and take Richmond! And in full view of all 
the responsibility of such a declaration, I say to you all, such an 
order can only be prompted by cowardice or treason!’ - ic 

“In silence and gloom our victorious army commenced retreating 
from an enemy utterly broken, scattered and panic-stricken.” 

Kearny’s rage—for it was none other—was as justly passionate as 
his sorrow at “Archie’s” death. According to an officer of high 
rank in the Regular Army who was present at the time and who heard 
Kearny use the language attributed to him by Doctor Marks, 
described the scene in these words: When the order to retreat was 
brought to Phil. Kearny, he went on like a wild man at the idea of a 
victorious army abandoning the field to a flying foe! In spite of 
every effort to restrain him, he gave vent to his indignation in sen- 
tences of which the one quoted was the most severe. 

That rebel conditions were ripe for disaster is witnessed from all 
the testimony.® 

Captain Tomlin, of the 53rd Virginia Infantry reveals typically 
the conditions generally in the Confederate Army before the unen- 
gaged rebel forces reached Malvern Hill: On June 20th our regiment 
reduced in strength by sickness and death to a very small number 
marched from our camps in pursuit of the retreating enemy. 

General Howell Cobb—Confederate, whom we shall meet later 
after Kearny’s death,—tells the same story: We continued our march 
the following morning, June 29th, with 2700 men; but fatigue and 
exhaustion had so reduced my ranks that less than 1 500 men were 
carried into the battle of Malvern Hill. Of that mumber nearly 500 
are in the list of killed and wounded! 

The Comte de Paris—leaving his Chief on the river—looking over 
the slopes toward Lee’s Army, saw that Magruder’s Corps was prac- 
tically destroyed; Hill’s and Huger’s had suffered cruelly; and “the 


®QOn the sth, Davis wrote Lee that since the enemy commanded the James 
up to his batteries, this necessitated a retrograde movement; and on July 6th, 
Lee wrote Davis of “retiring his army” to Richmond, “to be prepared for an 
attack there which must occur soon.” He sought reinforcements as “an absolute 
necessity.” On July 8th Jackson was ordered to Richmond as well as D. H. 
Hill and McLaws. Desertions, Lee wrote were so scandalous, that he ordered 
guards around the camp and strict penalties enforced. Could further evidence 
be needed of the validity of a “strategy of attack” by McClellan? 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


attacks, desperate and courageous, had convinced the Confederate 
forces that even had Lee decided to lead his army to a new assault, 
his men would not have followed.” ‘Kearny’s “Capacity of human 
courage” ! 

Dr. Freeman, viewing the field through Lee’s spiritual eyes 
in 1935, seems to caricature the scene: D. H. Hill had sent all his 
guns to the rear as his ammunition was entirely exhausted. The 
preparatory bombardment was little more than a bloody farce, a futile 
sacrifice of some of the finest youths of Virginia. The Artillery was 
paralyzed in one of the most critical hours of need the Army had 
ever known. ... Confusion and uncertainty prevailed. ... As 
General Early tried to carry his Brigade towards General D. H. Hill’s 
Regiment, he encountered so many skulkers and disorganized troops — 
that he lost touch with his own men.® 1 heres 

Of the 85,000 Confederates, 19,000 had been in six days killed 
or wounded; and half of the wounded “were doomed to die or to 
be permanently incapacitated for field duty. In other words, 11,000 
men of the ‘First Line’ of the South had been lost to the Confederacy 
for all time.” The Federal loss was 4,300 less; but since the Federal 
missing was 3,000—the Confederate missing negligible—the Federals 
killed and wounded was only 12,841 to the Confederate 19,000 ! 
McClellan! Why did you let these young boys sacrifice their lives 
in vain!?® Yet you are to do it again—at Bull Run—in 60 days! 
What really was your motive? Was Kearny right? Certainly way 
back there in 1861 his mind was wide open to your Capacity without a 
thought of disputing your Veracity,—impugning your Bravery or 
your Loyalty. 

Then Lee’s Voice: “The leading men, the trained, the intelligent, 
and the martial-minded had been chosen to command in 1861. Reck- 
lessly charging at the head of their soldiers, during the Seven Days 
Fight, the slaughter of Officers read like a roster of the South’s 
Aristocracy”,—Kearny’s: “But they were Southern Gentlemen’! 2 

As for the physical equipment and conditions of the rebels to op- 
pose the finest equipped, the finest supplied, the finest commissaried, 

® Lee and his adjutant General, Walter Taylor, severely criticised Magruder. 
But a careful scrutiny of the records shows Magruder was right both as to the 
roads taken by him, and his obedience to Lee’s orders in the attack. It is 
equally certain he was not drunk. Men “drank” in those days! And Magruder 
whose hospitality was notoriously “princely” knew how! Of course he slept 
soundly after the battle! 

10 This represents Kearny’s “cry” in his letters. 

11 The strongest evidence of the character and numbers of the aristocratic 
youth in the southern army was the fact that at the University of Virginia in 
1861 in the Fall term, there were 604 matriculates. In 1862 there were only 


46! See infra for Yale, Harvard and Columbia,—the enrolment actually in- 
creased at Harvard. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the finest quartermastered army that had fought on any field the 
world over, a rebel Chaplain represents truly the almost hopeless 
condition of the Confederates. 

In the “Blue and the Gray” the rebel Chaplain tells us shortly 
afterwards that there was never a time when the troops were in such a 
wretched condition. Lee bears witness that thousands of the troops 
were destitute of shoes. General Jones who commanded Jackson’s 
Division,—this was six weeks later,—declared that never had there 
been so dirty, ragged and ill-provided a force as on the march to 
Manassas. A letter from a High Private in the ‘Southern Historical 
Papers,’ volume 10, page 504, chronicles a “‘Private’s Own Story:” 
Little did we know that on the 2oth of August when we left to open 
the campaigns against Pope, that two months would elapse to a day 
before we beheld our scanty clothes again and for 8 weeks we were 
without a single change of underclothing. Our attire would shame 
the famous Seven Beggars of Coventry and cause a decent scare- 
crow to look like a well dressed gentleman beside us. On the Rap- 
pahannock, August 2oth, our rations gave out and how to live with- 
out eating became our problem. 

Kearny always generous to a fallen foe!—and now began the 
Decline and Fall of the McClellanites—gives the alternative, ‘“cow- 
ardice or treason.’”’ Later the best judgments in the North,—it will 
be a pleasure to read them; they will edit Kearny and Kearny’s 
letters,—“Ebullitions of temper’! Fiddlesticks!—and will lift 
the veil upon the sordid drama. Now witness to the alternative of 
cowardice only will be borne. Through Lee’s eyes Dr. Freeman sees 
that McClellan was “not far from panic” during the seven days’ re- 
treat. “It helped Lee in a degree past all reckoning? McClellan 
contemplated issuing an order on the 27th to destroy all baggage,’— 
in point of fact the order was issued. Kearny sent a copy of it to 
Cortlandt Parker—now among Kearny’s papers. “On the eve of 
Frayser’s Farm, McClellan wires Washington: ‘If none of us escape, 
we shall die like heroes.’” Imagine what would have happened to 
Kearny, what would have happened to McClellan, and the Federal 
Union—two entirely different things!—had Kearny fought to save 

12 Of course no measure of Lee’s competence as Strategist and Soldier may be 
rightly taken if McClellan was what Dr. Freeman says McClellan seemed to 
be, panic-stricken. Up against Kearny in Chief Command or any competent 
Captain, Lee who as Freeman says, was helped immeasurably by his knowledge 
of McClellan’s psychology, would not have dared to undertake his dauntless 
act—“reckless”—of attacking at Mechanicsville, and Gaines’ Mill. Had Lee. 
attacked Kearny, or any competent Chief Commander, disaster was certain. 
Richmond would have fallen. Was Lee. Gambler, taking a chance; or Master 
Soldier? Or, after Mrs. Lee’s return to her spouse and Howell Cobbs’ talk 
with McClellan—infra—unwittingly, political Democratic ally of General 
McClellan on a platform: “Let them go in peace: The War is a Failure.” ? 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


McClellan’s face and McClellan’s dauntless unbeaten army with such 
a chicken in his heart from the roost at Frayser’s Farm! 

The condition of McClellan’s mind is found by Lee in his retreat 
order from Malvern Hill to Genera] Porter: 

In case you should find it impossible to move our heavy artillery, 
you are to spike the guns and destroy the carriages. Stimulate your 
men by informing them that “reinforcements have arrived at our new 
Base.” Kearny used the word “Impostor”; use your own! 

The French Princes left the battle field of Frayser’s Farm return- 
ing to France with de Joinville’s remark to General Franklin: Tell 
McClellan to concentrate and attack at that point and “you will be 
in Richmond tomorrow”. 

The principal reasons for an assault on Richmond witnessed on the 
27th now apply. These reasons were made by several military ex- 
perts to apply on the 28th. Otto Heusinger, German critic, has 
written in his Amerikanische Kregsbilder: By 6 A.M. on the 28th 
the whole army was on the south side of the Chickahominy. So far 
from this concentration being a disadvantage to McClellan, if he had 
that day or the ensuing one, the 29th, struck a blow at Richmond the 


city must have fallen in five hours. 


The last syllable written by Kearny is written. As far as human 
Judgment goes,—not Passion, “not Philip drunk” but “Philip sober,” 
not eagerness to support a Theory, not Jealousy, not Prejudice, North 
or South,—McClellan is coward or traitor! N o amount of stupidity; 
no injection into the veins of his Personality of “military imbecility” 
will fit the facts. But of course contemporary judgment alone really 
edits Kearny’s letters; so wait just a minute until we have fought on 
paper a couple of more battles; and then read McClellan’s “Dis- 
owned Story” written by Halleck, Chase, Stanton, Bates and Gideon 
Welles and the great Lincoln, commenting on these events and the 
events soon to transpire. Kearny had judged just judgment “not by 
appearances”! The psychology and insight of a great leader of men 
informed his letters. 

At Harrison’s Landing, McClellan continues to write singular docu- 
ments,—as at Williamsburg; one to Lincoln is singular among the 
singular. Thirty-five thousand men hors de combat tell McClellan 
War is actually a Fact! And we learn now something of what Phil. 
wrote of as the real use of McClellan’s Secret Service. Obviously 
not computing the size of armies! But “sizing up” Lincoln and the 
Politics of War! 

McClellan writes the President—this was part of his “political plat- 
form”; supra,—The Rebellion has assumed the character of a war. 
As such it should be regarded. It should not be a war looking to the 
subjection of any state; neither confiscation of property, political 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


executions, territorial organization of states, nor forcible abolition 
of slaves.‘* And on June 22nd: By an arrival from Washington 
today,—Allen Pinkerton—I learned that Stanton and Chase had 
fallen out; that McDowell has deserted his friend Chase and taken 
to Stanton. Honest Abe has again fallen into the hands of my 
enemies and is no longer a cordial friend of mine. I must not run 
the slightest risk of disaster for if anything happens to the Army 
our Cause will be lost. Whose Cause was “Ours” might well be 
asked! Read again McClellan’s acceptance of Fernando Wood’s 
nomination for the Presidency. 

But most singularly from Abe to Zebulon,—Cabinet Member 
through newspaper man; to Man on the Street,—Everywhere, a 
master stroke of strategy was in process;—a tax now upon our 
credulity, this national conviction confirms Phil’s judgment that to 
assault Richmond on the 27th and at Malvern Hill was the only com- 
mon sense alternative. 

On June 29th at 6 P.M. Lincoln writes Secretary Seward: Fulton 
of Baltimore, Maryland, is now with us. He left White House 
Landing at 11 A.M. Yesterday. He says Porter retired in perfect 
order, under orders, and not necessity. On the whole, I think we 
have had the better of it. A despatch from Colonel Ingalls shows 
that he thinks McClellan is fighting with the enemy at Richmond 
today and will be there tomorrow. A. Lincoln. 

To which Stanton adds: The despatch of Colonel Ingalls 24 im- 
presses me with the conviction that the movement was made by Gen- 
eral McClellan to concentrate on Richmond and was successful to 
the latest point. From this and other facts stated by the President, 
my inference is that McClellan will probably be in Richmond within 
two days. 3 

On June 30th the day Kearny was fighting for the life of the 
Army at Frayser’s Farm, fifteen miles from the White House, Lin- 
coln tells Seward: 

The enemy cannot come below White House; certainly is not 
there now and probably has abandoned the whole line. A. Lincoln. 
On the same day Stanton wires Seward who is stopping at the 
Astor House in New York: 

General McClellan’s line is established at Turkey Island on the 
James. Everything is moving briskly and favorably. And Stanton 


again: McClellan’s position is favorable; looks more like heii 


Richmond than at any time before. 
But the Newspapers were no less certain that Richmond was to 
be taken. 


18 Plainly peace not war! 
14 Phil.’s companion in Oregon Indian warfare. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The Post on the night of Friday, the 27th,—when Lee had won 
the first of his four victories in the Civil War—reports: that the 
entire right wing of our Army has passed over the river in perfect 
order, etc. etc. etc. The City will fall into our possession with a 
slight struggle. Although “hope may be father to the thought” I 
would wager a big apple that McClellan is in possession of Richmond 
by Sunday next.—Apple rotten! 

Then Horace Greely captures Richmond,—on Tribune Paper. The 
Tribune, June 30th, has these blatant headlines: 

IMPORTANT FROM RICHMOND—GREAT AND GLORI- 
OUS NEWS—THE CITY DOOMED. This in extra black type. 
Then follows this despatch dated June 29th: We have had the 
grandest military triumph over the enemy and Richmond must fall. 
C. C. Fulton, proprietor, American and Associated Press. Yet 
Fulton had left White House for the White House on the 28th and 
had personally reported to Lincoln. 

On July 1st when McClellan has abandoned his Gibraltar, The 
Post editorializes : | 

The fall of the Capital is inevitable; and the loyal troops will cele- 
brate the 4th of July on the steps of the building where the Arch- 
Traitor Davis has “fulminated all his decrees ;” and so throughout 
newspaper America! 

Then the horrible truth. The Post editorializes, July 3rd, about 
this self-same July 4th: 

Tomorrow we shall once more meet together to celebrate Inde- 
pendence Day. 

Our affairs do not look so prosperous. Our Army on the Penin- 
sula has been saved from destruction in an effort to get it out of an 
untenable position; we are further from Richmond than we were 
two weeks or two months ago. McClellan has lost his siege-guns 
on which he laid so great stress and what is more important to the 
nation, some 30,000 men besides. All this shows that we stand in 
the most grave and serious crisis of our history. 

At this time Le Constitutionel, the French quasi-Official mouth- 
piece declared, after long hostility, for recognition of the Confed- 
eracy, and joint European intervention, and the English Press were 
mainly hostile and agreeing with the Paris papers.“ The Post 
continues : | | | 

The long delay, the extraordinary care in the operations of General 

18 Undoubtedly the French determined to break with the English and Spanish 
in the joint debt-collecting expedition against Mexico and to establish an Em- 
pire under Maximilian heartened by McClellan’s proven incapacity as known 
to the foreign correspondents 1861-2. During the Spring of 1862, England and 


Spain withdrew their 9,000 troops from Vera Cruz; and France, under Kearny’s 
friend of Solferino, Marshal F orey, conquered Mexico. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


McClellan were justified to the world only by the assertion that he 
meant to make sure of victory; Now it has slipped from him as at 
Manassas and Yorktown, and so he loges the poor excuse he had in 
the light of the results of last week. That which was before laid 
to the account of wholesome prudence will now be charged, and we 
believe with justice, to blundering and obstinate incompetence.—On 
the same day the Tribune evacuates Richmond! 

But the London Times, uncensored, supports Kearny’s dictum and 
ridicules McClellan’s professions,—July 11th: The strategic motives 
which have led a General to retire from a position he had occupied, 
to make an assault on the enemy, upon his Capital, are purely unin- 
telligible. Today a great British authority, Professor Henderson, 
writes the truth: The discomfited General sought to cover his failure 
by a lavish display of strategic phrases. Kearny did not write this, 
but see his letters! 

Punch, too, ridiculed with “guffaws” McClellan’s change of base, 
and ridiculed it successfully for it was founded on truth: 

Punch’s Office 
No. 85 Fleet Street, July 26, 1862 
LATEST AMERICAN DISPATCH. 
By HORSEMARINE TELEGRAPH. : 

Camp Chickabiddy Chokee. Monday afternoon. The Federal 
Troops have won another splendid victory! Seeing that the rebels 
were approaching in great force at six a.m., I issued my directions 
for a general advance; an order which our brave fellows were 
prompt to carry out. The advance was made in the identical direc- 
tion as that in which the rebel army was proceeding and was achieved, 
I need not say, with the most complete success. Astonishing to say 
the whole of our first line escaped without a hurt, and with the ex-. 
ception of a few slight wounds and bruises in the rear, I really have 
no casualties to report. A good deal of our baggage and some few 
hundred stacks of arms were left upon the field for a strategic pur- 
pose; and we likewise abandoned a few field pieces which were 
found to impede our progress. My next Dispatch will probably be 
dated from Richmond which I intend to sack at half past five o’clock, 
precisely, on Saturday morning next. Signed, BUNKUM, General 
Commanding. To Secretary of War. 

So with the French. Le Moniteur, July 27th, had this to say: 
One wonders why McClellan for so long a time built trenches and 
raised redoubts when the moment the enemy appeared he did not 
defend them; and for a year has not attacked the enemy. Again on 
July 22nd, Why has McClellan decided so late that the place of at- 
tack is now from the James, when he has advanced to and retreated 
from Richmond with such loss of treasures and men? June 2oth: 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


L’Armée de McClellan has suffered a terrible defeat. Voila donc le 
resultat de cette fameuse strategique du Fabian American. His 
prudence gave the Confederates time to assemble troops from all 
States, while McClellan threw up entrenchments. 

Episodes personal to Phil. off the beaten track of the Five Roads 
found their way into Diary, Letter, Personal Anecdote and News- 
paper Article; of which several tell us of Phil.’s “Self”, Man and 
soldier. One of the finest portraits to which Philip sat was brushed 
at Harrison’s Landing. It appeared appended to an _ editorial 
“PHILIP KEARNY” in the Newark Sentinel of Freedom: 


PORTRAIT OF A “GENERAL OF OLDEN TIMES”! 


The people's General in the Army just now is General Philip 
Kearny—our “one armed man,” as he is familiarly called. There is 
no denying the feeling entertained for him by the rank and file of 
the army. Nota little of the popular éclat incited by General Kearny 
is elicited by his personal appearance. I have seen nearly all the 
prominent Generals of the Army from McClellan down, but none 
of them looks the Soldier like Kearny! Above medium height, spare 
_ but erect in figure, hair of an iron gray, he looks like some General 
of olden times. I was standing at the Headquarters of General 
Heintzelman during a Court-Martial of which General Kearny was 
a member. 

A large staff of Generals were present. There was Porter with 
his long and flaming beard; there was Heintzelman, Keyes, Sedgwick 
and Stevens. There was poor old Casey, decrepit and with silver 
hair. Sumner, Sickles, courteous and polite, and a host of other 
lesser lights—men whose names are destined to fill no unimportant 
place in our country’s history. And then there was Kearny! And 
turning to some of my friends standing by I inquired: “Which of 
these looks like the General?’ With one consent came the answer; 
“The One-Armed Devil’. 

He is a splendid rider—sits on hie horse as if he were born there! 
He discards the use of covered stirrup, but with his toe joints placed 
in a simple brass stirrup, he rides as gracefully as any man I ever 
saw, though he has but one arm to guide his horse. 

_ Heis a fighter too; none enjoys it more! I saw him as he rode on 
the bloody field of Williamsburg. Long and continuously had the 
decimated Brigade of Sickles waited for reinforcements. They 
waited long! Help came at last—splashing through the mud nearer 
and nearer they came and at last they hove in sight and riding at 
the head was the one-armed Kearny! Cheer me cheer rent the 
air! And taking off his hat with his one hand he bowed to the gallant 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


fellows; and then dashed forward with his men to perfect the 
victory. 

I have seen him many times since, though I do not know him, be- 
longing to a rival command—at Fair Oaks, at Old Tavern on the 
25th, at Glendale, at Malvern Hill, and the oftener I share the 
general feeling that he is a noble soldier; and I do not wonder that 
wherever he goes the rudest and most uncouth soldier touches his hat 


in respectful deference. Nor is it strange to know that “the one- 


armed devil” is the hero of numerous marvelous tales told over many 
a camp fire, and to be told some day to many a gaping crowd who 
failed to take part in the great struggle for freedom. 

The fact is Kearny is Soldier, par excellence. He looks it; he 
acts it; you feel it when you see him. Jerseymen may well feel 
proud of him. He is a peer to any ‘star’, aye, or ‘double star’, our 
Army boasts. 


The following anecdote illustrating General Kearny’s peculiar in- 
difference to death, are the words of an officer belonging to the 
staff of the First Division, Fifth Army Corps: About noon during 
the battle of Malvern Hill while our troops were lying on the ground 
for concealment, and for protection from the enemy’s artillery and 
sharpshooters, General Kearny appeared riding slowly along our 
line, mounted on his light gray almost white horse. He stopped on 
the highest point of ground in front of the house used during the en- 
gagement as Division Headquarters, and gazed quietly on the scene. 
At length he saw me sitting with the other officers of the Staff on the 
lawn and calling me he remarked that all was quiet on his end of 
the line, and he had come to see how things were managed in the 
Fifth Corps. He then proceeded to ask some gossiping questions 
about affairs in New York, oblivious to all appearances that he had 
become a target for Rebel Sharpshooters posted in the trees and 


*~ among the holly bushes on our front. 


I stood perfectly sheltered, the General’s horse being between me 
and the enemy, curious to see how long he would stand the fire with- 
out flinching. He chatted on, giving no sign by look or manner, that 
he was aware of the danger, until remembering a valuable life was 
imperiled, I remarked,—presuming on an old acquaintance,—that 
were J his superior officer I should order him back to his command! 
The General laughed and rode away; not taking a sheltered road 
to the rear running parallel with the front, but the one he came 
along on the crest of the hill between the line of battle and the 
skirmish line. Such reckless exposure, continued the relator, would 
have been regarded in most men as foolhardy, but no thought of 
applause or reputation probably for a moment entered General 


[ 324 ] 


a 


ath wes “4 ba VEw* ee nha 
ante is 















































; | - YARASH WIA 


vs 
ot toaiteq Of tom 2id aitw bis _— i tt | 
ae ie . 
~od .crthif won jor ob l rigibdt sorte esanit idl anid eo | ad 
oft mo moval bi) tn 2 rind te-—beemmos Javiy 6 of 
os ovate 1 warstio sty bee Jih or ts .sisbasix) 2a if 
i) 29bnow datt ob I bas t1iblee sidon a et sd gett yuilest inrae 
\ ust eadlowot verb! moo Fe bos jesbut ort os oi 19% 9 
ert wit word of | | at tov .sonmoteteb lutssoqasrn 
> verse wve bio? eo! romun to ord spel “lived Boa 
bwo1 >I Tf 3 bio? sd of bas sata * : 1m | 
 piae ; . ) seve off or tisq sole? of. 
efool si pero tind, 1 WSUMOG Bt rao ai font of Sil 7 
7 Veil monrrs ” oY meriw ni iset HOY 5 st 2.) ae 
pa 2idiioh’ tw ove , tse yar 1399 s2i oH mid to DOT: 
esesod yornA. 
Cun 
eoon a'yntseyl leretto: iotizulis stobosas gniwellot aT 
1.) sth 3978 FG TO how oft oe tisgab. of S288 oft 
neh dom 1dA. req HA .noietviG. texf4. oct to ‘a 
mo wrt! ord tw Wi exeviaMé to alten r 
rt) peren ‘osteo ro? bra oom [n50n09 | 
cle vinrole. 2 bau nies isons 21sloodagy 
| tifeil 2iel no beiniom 
nog 1 to tttiog eochyinl of 
hesti m0 itl “7 JnsMme seg 
th 27 j uptiizi2 om wee oe drgsts 
iy henwt of oro geilles bas are, 
1 STA 29 . > bar sd bas sail 
PFT 2 yy rary HW a ' * 44 NN, 
: ; “oY wevl ob eiete tgoga sy 
A Wi FG ign & ala 
; “WS lori ont & 3000s b 
wsowted gnisd o27or loria pnp beose , 
with ots te od | yore. veeere: edt 
Bb soanam 2 adel v4 re wo beiisds oH " gaidsai 9 
USS <i 1o STSYR ow 
ts Ley ) | bottom 1 beled 
' bosemenop at.ot clans! anid robto bie , WwIhe renee aid Ls 
heot byistishe « ue 508 ; boa Das bax rss.al leigoad. 96 
staso; DH pfie edt Jad ano adi ddjryw Igh Aix RA? 182 Py 
of? bor mito id. oe ed moowisd Wid sty do 9% od. my 
binow ,romnlaa ed) bo ao omens eobinsy wtape co 
to tHywolld ‘om: ad pass ot. ¢6 nom jeden on debe 
lsvsnve) Deasds aster s 10t ye baits notsuge 


4 wie sa 
f cae | Pi 
L #E | Pint or 


sal ¢ 


i* 


; i 
we Pd 
L @ 





GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny’s head. “He seemed to have learned one of the great lessons 
on life—to dread the grave as little as the bed!” 

Throughout the Campaign, tiny bits of poetry, tucked away in 
little read corners of the newspapers, emphasized Kearny’s dash and 
brilliancy ; and a representative poem of this order appeared in the 
Georgetown Courier—quoted in the Boston Transcript,—after the 
Peninsula Campaign: 


MALVERN HILL 


The morning kissed each sleeping flower, 
And wooed each sparkling rill. 

And rose the sun in haughty power 

On fated Malvern Hill. 


II 


Here dashing Kearny leads the van, 
His eagle eye on fire! 
Alone his noble bearing can 

_ His weary ranks inspire. 


Kearny’s social life—Kearny’s life—on the Peninsula was inter- 
esting. He gave many dinners. At Harrison’s Landing on one 
occasion, his letters will tell us, 25 Generals sat at table dining at six, 
leaving table at midnight; Sickles among the guests,—beautifully 
drawn to Kearny, so apparently like, so really unlike Phil.! Sickles 
told many a Kearny story, alike to Phil.’s grandson and to Charles 
F. Hopkins,—Congressional Medal of Honor,—embodiment of 
Kearny’s Spirit and of Kearny’s Brigade. Sickles wrote how he re- 
ciprocated Kearny’s entertainment,—except for Kearny to have 
“State Dinners” seemed to Sickles a joke! 

During a broiling hot day General Sickles invited Heintzelman, 
Kearny and Hooker and others to dine with him at his camp. ‘None 
of your jokes,” said Heintzelman, “you know you have nothing but 
sugar and crackers.” “Let’s see”,—General Sickles talking: ‘“Al- 
though hesitating and in much doubt, a number of Generals fol- 
lowed my lead, 20 in all, all Staff Officers, including the French 
Princes whom I had met on the road. My camp was in a small 
grove and as we approached the turf on which my tent was pitched 
my hungry visitors beheld a white tablecloth spread out on the lawn 
with porcelain plates and dishes, white napkins, bright new knives 
and forks and all the appointments of a luxurious dining table. ‘He 
has robbed a Hotel’, cried Hooker,—‘he has plundered a plantation’, 
cried Kearny.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


As soon as the party was seated Sickles’ servants appeared with 
two large pails, one of purple and the other of amber liquid, both 
garnished with loads of ice: fresh strawberries, sliced oranges, pine- 
apples and lemons. Phil. Kearny seized one pail and Hooker the 
other, dropping on their knees as if in adoration. Kearny grasped a 
piece of ice and pressed it to his lips “as if it had been a diamond.” 
The snowy tablecloths were covered with dishes of roast chicken, 
baked ham, roast beef, fresh vegetables and fruits and everything else 
that you can think of. “Where did all this come from,” demanded 
Heintzelman ?—“I had looked for brown sugar and hardtack!” said 
Kearny.—“All my guests were puzzled,—all had fared poorly enough 
for days at McClellan’s Headquarters. I was silent as my dis- 
tinguished guests looked at my gorgeous fare.’ Then the ex- 
planation : 

A steam boat laden with every luxury had arrived for the Sani- 
tation Commission for the sick and wounded. But the Commission 
was without transportation! A compromise was made for transpor- 
tation on condition that Gen. Sickles got whatever might be needed 
to supply “hungry Generals who had fought for seven days without 
eating!” 

A singular Synthesis, this Philip Kearny,—from Strength unto 
Sweetness was Angelo’s legend! Kearny and Abd-el-Kadir were 
military kindred; fierce Soldier Gentle-Men! Kearny living in 
battle days in morgues; and afterwards hours every day in lazar 
houses! Just take a look at the French Historian’s description of 
Kearny in the hospital right after the Battle of Seven Pines.1* Then 
alongside of this the “smartest” Staff, the most “chic” Division in 
the Army! And Kearny in his own personal habits—personal mode 
of living—revealed to his Officers, the Division’s rule of life! Alike 
in Mexico and on the Peninsula, Phil kept a light wagon—a Provision 
Cart; French “Fourgon” which followed his movements,—‘‘for the 
occasion!” On the march its seat was usually filled by a sick or 
wounded soldier. 

On the Peninsula Phil.’s Fourgon was always up in place on time; 
and could furnish an appetizing meal when improvident officers were 
almost staggering. His letters tell on one occasion of supplying 
McClellan and his whole staff and others, a crowd of 100—without 
meals—with a delicious breakfast. To the French Princes the Four- 
gon was no new thing,—a habit of the French Officers on Campaign. 
But it was only gradually that Kearny’s Fourgon like his Red Patch 
and Headquarters Flag, spread—to a degree—through the army. 

Kearny’s appearance, Man and Horse, uniform, gestures, tone, all, 
—were in keeping. He liked to see—always did see—his Staff and 


16 Grasset: “His face black with powder and his uniform torn in strips.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


orderlies “dashing” or as he: expressed it “elegant”; today “smart: 
chic.” He never wore heavy boots coming up to his knees as he is 
usually represented; “but laced boots which were more manageable 
with his one arm.” 

Boots and leather of his Military Family had to be well blacked! 
Brass and steel “shined like gold and silver’. The night before tri- 
umphantly entering Vera Cruz,—now gone fifteen years, 100 grays 
“polished like bottles”,—but turn back to that chapter—that was the 
Genesis, now in two weeks the Apocalypse! The Apotheosis ! 27 

And Kearny’s habit of living,—“elegant,’—and his handsome way 
of “doing things” were finely illustrated, in the “Oakley letter’— 
generously supplied by Mr. Atwater, of Elizabeth, N. J., Dr. Oakley’s 
grandson. Dr. Oakley was arrested we know by Kearny in the 
Hutchinson affair,—and like Col. Walker—liked it! Kearny rarely 
drank whiskey,—occasionally brandy; drank wines only, “French 
wines.” Perhaps that’s the reason of his generosity to Dr. Oakley! 


Headquarters New Jersey Brigade, July 13th, 1862 
Dear Doctor: 

Let me divide with you a small quantity of whiskey arriving from 
my home cellars. In ’49 it was the finest that could be procured and 
was selected for a special purpose, to present its counterpart barrel to 
the Second Regiment, United States Infantry, the first troops that 
went to. California. It was then extraordinarily old. Since then, 
until a few years since, it was kept in wood—but unfortunately, the 
first cask having become old, it was put in new wood and I find 
has gained a taste of the new barrel. This, however, disappears in 
being bottled off and opened to the air. It is amazingly strong for 
having been kept so long in wood.—Drink it with a “good health to 
you”. With great regard, truly yours, P. Kearny, Major General. 
Dr. Oakley, 2nd New Jersey Volunteers,—also an episode in the 
conquest of California! 


17 An editorial in the Richmond Dispatch, August 26th, 1862, entitled “Mc- 
Clellan Departs” furnishes an opinion by Kearny that McClellan ought to have 
attacked,—from the lips of a southerner; and an appreciation of Kearny and 
Porter: 

Dr. Minge who had been at “Westover” ever since McClellan’s. Army arrived 
there, arrived in the city yesterday. With the exception of restricting his lib- 
erty, Dr. Minge was well treated by the General Officers with whom he came in 
contact. Nearly all of them, particularly General Kearny and Fitzjohn Porter, 
behaved like gentlemen. General Kearny remarked one day that the Confederates 
had one advantage over the Federals and that was that if one of their Generals 
was killed, they had 100 good men to fill his place, which was not the case with 
their enemies. He also remarked when he arrived at “Westover” after the severe 
fighting that by all the rules of war there would be a battle there in six hours, 
and offered to send Dr. Minge’s wife away from there to safety. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The History of the Sixty-Third Pennsylvania helps us realize 
the truth of General de Peyster’s “incredible” dictum, which we will 
see embodied in a Proclamation placed among Phil.’s letters, that “an 
order had to be issued for the sake of discipline” to prevent Phil.’s 
troops cheering whenever he appeared: “On Wednesday, July oth, 
the President reviewed the entire army of the Potomac. We could 
trace his progress by the cheers and by the firing of salutes. We 
were ordered into line about five o’clock in the evening. Kearny’s 
whole Division was in line. Soon the President, accompanied by his 
bodyguard, and a number of generals, came upon our line. As he 
passed we were struck by his careworn expression, and the men 
cheered him. But their cheers had not the clear, haunting ring they 
used to have! But when the idol of his men came, Phil. Kearny, 
whom the rebels called, ‘The One Armed Devil’, the entire army let 
loose with cheers that woke the echoes of the dark pine woods! We 
knew Kearny and he knew us and each knew they could depend on 
the other.” Read this into the record, as a vital living witness— 
intensely practical—when we find Lincoln considering appointing 
Phil. to the command of the Army of the Potomac, succeeding 
McClellan. - 

Phil. had a bugle boy, mounted on a pony. After Kearny’s death 
Dan Sickles took him; at whose Headquarters a purse was made up 
and a beautiful uniform purchased for “Kearny’s Little Bugler”. 
He was “Tad” Lincoln’s companion when the President reviewed 
Hooker’s Army in 1863. On that occasion “Tad” rode Kearny’s 
Bugle Boy’s pony and afterwards took “Kearny’s little Bugler” back 
with him to the White House. 

At Harrison’s Landing, Corporal Brown, a Clerk at General 
Kearny’s Headquarters, came to the boy and told him that Kearny 
__had ordered him to get a boy to serve as orderly for one day as 
General McClellan was going to review the army next day. The lad, 
Gustave C. Schurmann, a young German reported himself the next 
morning early and Kearny “gave him his gray horse he had brought 
all the way from Mexico.” During the review General Kearny had 
occasion to jump a very large ditch. The boy jumped it with him 
but a great many of his officers had to pass further up. Gustave 
thought that “my jumping this ditch brought me favorably to General 
Kearny’s notice. Accordingly when I reported myself in the eve- 
ning after the review so as to return to my Regiment he said ‘No; 
but go and bring your baggage to my Headquarters and consider 
yourself my orderly in the future.’ From that day until his death 
I was always with him.” We will see this little boy’s trembling hand 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


holding Kearny’s letter sheets while Phil. pens his letters the day 
before his death. 

But even McClellan’s Lotus-Eating and drinking; even his mar- 
tial Tea Parties—can’t last forever! Manassas, 8 months; Yorktown, 
1 month plus! The “Siege of Seven Pines” 26 days! The “Siege” 
of Richmond 25 days! The Siege of Malvern Hill, as the event 
will prove, 1 month and 14 days! And that day, almost on the 
Calendar, and Kearny writes “I am again under orders’. Kearny 
apparently thought orders to get out of the Peninsula! For he had 
written, and of this he was infallibly certain, that the “change of 
base of operations” was in reality a Retreat of a Beaten General— 
“a beaten ‘Clique’—carrying along with them a Victorious Army!” 
Not the Army but McClellan and his “Puppy Set Crowd” ,?8—Lin- 
coln’s Crowd of Lincoln’s confidential letter to McClellan after Wil- 
liamsburg—were beaten! 

But now for some letters,—Phil.’s best,—interpreting this stirring 
Period. 

This letter takes us back to Garnett’s Farm, only twenty and a 
half miles away, over terrain now impassable till Grant took com- 
mand two years later! Only a month ago easily passable! Within 
ten days actually passed over by the entire Union and Confederate 
Armies, in four days! Had Phil.’s Strategy—any competent soldier’s 
—been followed, Richmond would have been McClellan’s and his 
name enrolled among our Great National Heroes instead of “McClel- 
lan’s Lost Cause’’,—but read Kearny’s letters. 


June 26, 1862 
Camp 3% miles from Richmond.?® 
Dearest Love: 

As you see in the affair of yesterday, I was not in action until the 
afternoon and during the night when the Brigade I held in reserve 
was called into the fire. Still I was very little exposed. 

I missed my bay colt extremely; he was a very brilliant looking 
animal. 


The Merciers alluded to in the following letter are the French 
Ambassador and his Lady who spent several days with Mrs. Kearny 
at Bellegrove. When Mercier was at Norfolk, Phil. visited him; 
they were old friends of Parisian days. Wheat, also alluded to, was 
a veteran of Foreign Wars; had fought with the Turks in the 
Crimean War; and had organized the “Wharf Rats” of his native 
city into one of the finest bodies of troops on the Peninsula, known 


18 See infra. 
49 A disputed distance point now stated by Kearny. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


as “‘Wheat’s Tigers.” He fell at Gaines’ Mill and, at his request, 
buried on the field! July 





Dearest Love: 

During the battles I had not had but an hour’s sleep or relaxation 
from marching, fighting, reconnoitering and giving orders for three 
days. My Division has been twice as much engaged as any other; 
and generally against fearful odds; though it is fortunate in my 
nature to feel that with my regiments, particularly whilst 1 am at 
the front, all enemies must yield before us. 

I am annoyed at being the puppet of McClellan! 

Would you believe it that in a List of promotions of Major Generals 
I have been left out??® Williamsburg alone in the French service 
would have brought me a highest promotion; * and yet 1 have been 
in three other battles of first import, and skirmishes without number ; 
and as all know, not a general who has so personally led his troops. 
I do this in the defiance of my enemies, and because I cannot bear 
to expose my troops to dangers that I do not share. But thus I take 
everybody’s dangers on my own shoulders; for it is first one body 
of men and then another, that I gallop up to head. 

And yet the results are pleasing. Thus at Charles City Cross 
Roads, where I guarded the New Market Road, and McCall’s Brigade 
alongside of me ran from nearly their shadows, immediately I save 
the battle with the 63rd Pennsylvanians against ten times their num- 
bers which did not mind our six pieces of artillery. 

It is quite interesting about the Merciers. Ask them if you like: 
He is a charming person. You can tell him that the French Princes 
were very conspicuous ; the Comte de Paris and Duc de Chartres were 
very active; rendered more hard service than any others on the staff. 
And the Prince de Joinville undoubtedly saved General McClellan on 
several occasions by his superior military capacity. I believe that if 
Joinville had been a General he would have been very distinguished. 

I am glad you are sending the shirts; mine are in rags. Send 
me some cotton socks; and four pair of drawers; and a nice pair 
of boots. 

Dearest Love, I am in very fine health, such as I have not enjoyed 
in many years. 

I am bored to death with this wretched delay. a inaction has 
been very unwise. 

. There is the difference between the North and fae South. In the 


20 Kearny’s name was omitted in McClellan’s announcement as at Yorktown. 
But Lincoln had appointed him Major General. Doubtless this accounts for the 
statement in Lee by Freeman. 

21 MacMahon in Italy. Also Forey in Mexico and Italy. 
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Camp near Seven Pines. June 13, 1862. Dearest Love: How lovely Bellegrove 
must look! If I were there I would never care to leave that lovely spot Bellegrove; 
but make the most of its secluded parks, its gardens, lawns and meadows. Phil. to 
his wife—At Belgrove Kearny never opened, but always jumped his horse, across 
the gates... . Whenever he visited Kearny Homestead, Phil. jumped his horse into, 


and swam him across, the Passaic River. Mr. Kenny in Kearny Observer.—Photo- 


graph of “Kearny Castle” through the courtesy of the Newark Evening News. Castle 
built in 1852-3. 





In reply to a request for a photograph of the Ke 


arny Homestead, Newark, 
appearing in the Sunday Call, its Newark Centennial—1936—number, Mr. William 
Southworth Tlunt, editor, graciously sent this photograph: “I am sending you with 
my compliments, a photograph of a photograph of the Kearny Hlomestead, taken 
about 1900, the best I have ever seen.” In the Centennial Edition js the caption 
“The home of General Stephen and General Philip Kearny,” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


South every gentleman is out; and they discipline their men highly. 
The former Army officers are in the very highest positions. They 
despise Northern shirkers as bitterly as 1 do. How often do I regret 
having come back to this Army! And had the South kept to the 
Constitution and not resorted to revolution, I know the Northerners 
to be so contemptible that I would nearly have joined them.” 

You saw that noble fellow Wheat was recently killed. It is truly 
sad. I so well remember our parting on the stairway of our noble 
apartments in Paris. 

Dearest Love how very happy we were there then. I am so 
thankful to you for writing to all those friends. For myself I cannot; 
it is too painful to me. But their letters give me joy. | 

Dearest Love; I will be quite sorry if you give up, and don’t look 
nice and dressy and young. ; 

What you say about the children is too true; still I do trust with 
God’s continued protection to be back with you. 

Is it not contemptible that over half of the General Officers are 
off on Leaves, and the greater number on McClellan’s Staff are away 
amusing themselves or picking new favors at Washington. 

How lovely the beautiful grounds must be. If the Merciers come 
treat them with all care. They are very elegant, that kind of people; 
very charming ones. Say that you live quietly, and see nobody ; and 
that we both are dearly attached to all in France; and that I have my 
best American friends and many connections in the South. But that 
I am proud of my soldiers who are very brave; why? Because they 
see that I never leave them in danger. I may be reckless but it is not 
rashness; I scorn to have a simple follower more exposed than I am. 

Send me a black silk neck kerchief and some black ribbon for 
the neck. 

With all devotion. 


“= | Harrison’s Landing, 
July sth, 1862 
Dearest Love: ; 

I have had some funny experiences in my recent battles. We were 
in the battle of the 30th of June. I got by accident in among the 
enemy’s skirmishes, for General McCall’s men having lost their posi- 
tion near me; and was mistaken in the night by a rebel Captain for 
one of his own generals. He looked stupid; and said to me, “What 
shall I do next Sir?” to which I replied as if he had been one of my 
own worthless crew. “Do? Damn you; why do what you have 
always been told to do”; so off he went! 


22 What a splendid “brief”—-Apologia—ior Lee’s, Beauregard’s, Cabell’s, Ker- 
shaw’s and company’s association with the cause of Disunion. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


July sth, 1862. 
Dearest Love: 

I am quite well in a: lovely encampment, and with my horses 
around me; my Bands playing; and the men, always victorious, in 
good spirits. 

I despise this dirty crowd, who impute rashness to me; and I scorn 
danger when in it; or rather those who are not at the front. There 
is not another officer in the Army who instinctively by talents, and 
by extraordinary chances of observation, comes to know his pro- 
fession or to handle his men as I do. 

O, how terribly sick I am of these Soldiers. Nothing but mis- 
management. Troops mismanaged ; my whole Command, except some 
worthless new regiments,?* all used up by these battles. We have 
lost thus far nearly 24 of our men; and sickness has done the rest. 

Hence the moment we get to Richmond I will immediately leave. 
I will not serve the venal ungrateful North any longer. 


Harrison’s Landing 
July 10, 1862. 
Dear Parker: 

How curious all this verification of prognostication I correctly 
read! As I told you I feared to prophesy so infallible had proved 
my instinct in this war as in previous wars.2* In Italy and Africa 
it was the same thing; and made my betters stare in wonderment. 

Our coming here has been a most cowardly and unwise alterna- 
tive. The battles on the left Bank of the Chickahominy were 
mismanaged. I had been over there several days before and 
observed all the ground; and how we would be strategically and 
tactically whipped, attacked from an inland point not provided 
against ; and be thrown down hill; and then have to work up again, 
and be there crippled and destroyed. It occurred so precisely. 

Instead of instantly reducing his line of defense to a certain 
entrenched téte du pont on the right Bank, thereby covering Bottom’s 
Bridge and the R. R. bridge beyond which he never should have made 
a serious advance short of adopting an attack and getting into Rich- 
mond by the side,—a téte du pont fully fortfied, and strong—and 
then crossing the night of the first or second battle all his troops 
except the 10,000 requisite for the téte du pont to the Left Bank of 
the River there to deploy and give a general battle where the ground 
was very admirable for us, and then: 

In case of victory, recrossing and rushing into Richmond; and in 


23 Soon Kearny’s judgment changed as we shall see. 
24 Almost a quotation from an editorial in New York Times on Kearny’s 
death. See infra. 


[ 332 ] 


. F 012i é Lae 7 ELarrt Oret bee -: sig z2brnun fl onto a 


nu 













































Nene 1h) ae er 
 sieraraaien aan a's 
YURASA TINT JARS He Lee ane 
ae gis ay wit pe 
2081 dig Gol ‘UN . gh bi mh Sh fu vee 
ye 


iu & ~ “ 
ots 


ven dtiw bos Serge es 6 iY 


‘Bhiie ba 90 
wn Of 2estifeny stwgrnt ow .bwow yhib vit sacs EE 
| ony fs tom 398 orlw seodlt. rordtat ad 73k i nadw : 

st vd vievitonBent orlw yvarnA of? of teome tedious fost 1 
oO ,.sottaviwedo to esonetio \tertib rosie 
» I es mor: aid alban oF to motes 
1 ted gririio bic S890; mus i dole ridin worn ee 
a is 3 Ss hw een nonnenteimegoot 1, MSHI 
Yo eatriod sped? vd qu beep te ™ 2tnotnrgen wort #25 
ad? onpof | : bo wo io S yltseq tei 8 nan 
ol yistaiberim: Tiiw I bret 41 of t99 ow toteertons sl} sons 
edol ving diioY. lwtotiervgne laasv ads syne Jom l ¥ 


;* 


a ad ie EE } 5 ry 
STDs é (etl tsr tas ,] 
> A. 

~ ro a 
e A a if WJ } A at) if 


todtsT we) 
1709 1 mypieoreorson: nav zidt fe euo' haypcgl woH _ vs 
3 shins oe . yso} I soy. blob: 2A {besa 
ne yiafi el ™ 2s ieiysiq of ae Taw eMie peti a 
20~w  Stimte gets wie ; grills oraee odd ew ( 


w bus vii ) | asd sted grinos wD ne 
feiout) sent tec io @ sittied elT . Md 

nied aval Terhvs } Jd bei 1 J spensame A) 
liso} | Dine bavorg sdf He bavised@ ya 
rc t tatoo | Tey 967) ; a pichay (lleoss ws 


Pe eee ee i ewob nwo od be vtenias 
teu} 12] hearing 3) a sort od bas A 
teh ko sail - linstest to basta. > es 
t 3 wb 913! berlonstins iz “fl 
aie t | ahivd : Gs ria | te ogbinthrs _ 
wreeda ney, | to Soda sam cvhae wots: wif 
seit ¥ INOg » 593 bie oct yd seems 
one Pek i ry A 4c! ?o 1 wit 9 mizeong, i 
eH 4961 911) OF dn0@) wb: 917 orlt voi sticier | 000,01 oclt dom: ai 
sty sone oiiisd lxwiren es ovr brs * b of grorll revi a 
‘not bos 07 “ dtdsrisbs Ligh 
ott gnidetin bas gnie¢o10s1 wots to emo 
wal ify 
she magix sue 2a boynado inourgbot & 


Go 


La =f 


bine ; brrorglousl 


ay 







ntaedl no wintD aheY wer ¢ i tates ibs ms soit noietaup vt 
tee) 





GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


case of defeat returning, as other beaten armies do, back along his 
line of communication to his base of operation: be it the White House, 
be it Williamsburg or be it Yorktown,—thus always firm, always 
secure, always covering his own supplies; always embarrassing his 
enemies by drawing them on, when they had no transportation to 
follow; when they dare not leave Richmond too far: 

Well instead of this McClellan loses his head; throws himself 
back on the gunboats! And gulls the silly public with a hard name 
viz: that he has changed his base of operations! This is false and by 
this time he knows it. We have no base upon which to act! 

As to ascending the James River, when after the successful fight 
at Malvern Hill, he yielded the strongest battle field that we have 
yet had, he gave to the enemy a fearfully strong position which de- 
bars our future advance. 

Again as to the engagement at the New Market Road. The Rebels 
faced full batteries on open ground, our guns hurling grape shot at 
them; and yet they come up to the muzzles of our guns! This was 
the case on the 30th at the New Market Road, where nothing but 
my so-called “personal rashness” in leading on troops to the charge 
saved my pieces. 

To me the most cruel thing of the war is the unhandsome attempt 
to crush my military mastery of my profession as none have it in 
this army, under the decrying epithet of rashness. My best results 
would often fail but for the inspiration of my leadership. 

As to Heintzelman, a very commonplace individual, no brains, or 
his apportionment ossified in the small duties of a military garrison, 
he has never once been in the front of a single battle field; never 
made his appearance near me in the front line; nor has he ever given 
me an order nor a direction nor advice. So much for him whom 
they have dared to elevate while they pass me over: I who gave the 
initiative of courage to the lifeless army of the Potomac: I who 
have fought nearly two battles to any other general’s one; and ever 
successfully ! 75 

The good President paid us a visit the other day. It seemed a 
noble thing and was appreciated by the troops. We looked in pretty 
good order; the men sustained themselves better than the officers. 
As for the officers they are worse than wet eyes! Pretend sickness; 
loll about or run off; even the general officers themselves seemed to 
let matters slide. But the men are trying. Poor fellows! Few 
remain of my old Division. I have lost two-thirds of my men, killed 
and wounded, since leaving Yorktown.?* They have given me new 

25 Two battles to Kearny’s six before Kearny’s death. One battle to Hooker’s 
and Kearny’s five at Bull Run. Type of all except Sumner’s and Hooker’s 
divisions; see analysis, infra. 

26See next chapter. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Regiments ; but, excepting the Indianians, they are worthless; and it 
seems as if they had picked out the worst for my allotment. 

The President looked very sober; and yet I thought he seemed 
pleased when he saw how fine and military an array I presented. I 
have had great disadvantages in recruiting them. It was Heintzel- 
man’s old Division; and had the name of being the most slovenly 
and worthless on the Potomac. But think how gloriously they follow 
me, believe me, and fight desperately: so much for my personal 
rashness for which I am debarred advancement ! 


Harrison’s Landing 
July 12th, 1862 
Dearest Love: | 

I fear McClellan’s treason and mismanagement has thrown us in 
a great many fearful battles of much severity which he could have 
spared us. But all of which he invited by his own bad arrangement. 
My soldiers conscious of their success under me keep up their cour- 
age. Indeed I never have been in better health. 

Is it not curious, in letters to Mr. Parker and others, I have from 
the very first moment of arriving before Richmond foretold almost 
to the day every battle, every defeat, every retreat, that have oc- 
curred.?*7_ Among the rest I foretold that my command, amidst all 
disasters, would be as true as steel, and that owing to them much 
would be saved. It has happened so. But I am fearfully disgusted 
with the mismanagement and incapacity of these men. 

As for my own Division it has been made to unjustly bear the 
brunt of every battle; and is always assigned the worst places to 
guard, and with fewest men.?8 


July 24, 1862. 
Dear Parker: 

I have such devoted friends of old times in the Southern Army, 
Lee, Jackson, Longstreet, Beauregard, etc. and yet I have been very 
Union and very just in all my military commands. 

General Lee released specially all my sick and wounded prisoners 
captured by McClellan’s cowardly abandonment of his communica- 
tions.?° 

In Europe McClellan would be shot for treason and cowardice or 
unpardonable incapacity. His best friends are now coming out 
against him. 


27 See Chapter “Death in Battle.” 

28 See résumé in Battle of “Bull Run” and notes on “Six Days’ Battles.” 

2° Kearny’s wounded captured at the hospitals at White House and Savage 
Station; his wounded at Seven Pines he took along with him. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


As for myself: there never was in the history of Napoleon’s 
brightest campaigns such frequent, such desperate and such successful 
fighting as by my third Division; and very much “owing to what the 
blackguards condemn me for my “personal rashness.” Still another 
word is used to define it in the French service where the Lieutenant 
Generals all display the same kind of “rashness.” At all events it 
makes all troops fight irresistibly. As for Heintzelman: he has never 
yet been near the first line; being instructed as to what passed on 
under severe fire. : 

I am sickened by the falseness of the times; and the gratuitous 
sacrifice of my New Jersey Brigade is enough to make me so. 
McClellan should be dismissed; he is a political fool; and a military 
traitor ; weak at both. , 


Harrison’s Landing 

July 28th, 1862. 

12 at Night 
Dearest Love: 

I am very sick of these Northern brutes. Yet I cannot leave them 
in the lurch! As to their not appreciating me, be sure that they do 
most fully! Rather too fully! It causes them always to select me 
and my Division for anything that is dangerous and likely to go 
wrong. I am too truly disinterested to make a Civil War a source of 
éclat. I am far too fond of the Southerners, whose course I disavow, 
yet love as old associates, to care to aggrandize myself in their misery 
and hopeless struggle. All whom I have been brought up with in 
childhood, have cultivated in manhood, must be swept away and their 
families impoverished and life to begin over again. 

It is too horrible to see this Army saddled with imbeciles. As for 
myself I know that I must win. 

Don’t worry about my comfort. You ought to look once inside 
my tent; and see my French camp bedstead, my rich furs; my 
braided cloak and shining velvet carpets: and a nice bottle of port 
at my side which my friend and former aide and a charming fellow, 
son of the wretch who ran the railroad down our River, gave me 
before leaving. 

It is too funny to see the letters I receive from Ireland,—some from 
high and some from lowly people,—all asking me if I am of such 
and such a family. The oddest is from one creature who said he was 
glad to find that I had risen; but if I returned I would be proud to 
see that “old father” had “got forward” in the world, and that he 
had been made under-bailiff and was quite noble; hinting that it was 
not me alone had got ahead! And in the midst of all these, comes 
an extract from the Irish paper with my military life in full. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


My Division is beginning to show my discipline and looks very 
elegant and showy. 

In battles so fearful as the last nét a man failed to respond! I 
have in battle such instinctive scorn of the enemy that I was often 
“the observed of all observers”. 

Unless Pope has an Army of 150,000 men in 1 5 days or three 
weeks our cause is lost ! *° 

I have lost nearly all of my best officers. 


3rd Division, 3rd Corps. 
Harrison’s Landing, 
July 31, 1862. 

My dear. Parker: 

I cannot understand how a General like Franklin should not have 
taken care of the welfare of his soldiers, the noblest troops on earth, 
those of my old Brigade.*? . 

At Williamsburg I engaged the enemy with but five Regiments ; 
at Fair Oaks, with but one Brigade; *? and yet most dastardly in my 
case, this is set down to rashness of my own person. , 

Your truthful tribute to General Winfield Scott in your patriotic 
address a year ago is vividly remembered; he, the only one who 
would have impressed with the certainty of victory the masses of his 
countrymen; who had he been left in Chief control, would have 
mesmerized this timid successor with his own unrivalled convictions 
of success. And where are we now? What has become of the 
dignity of the finest Army ever raised in this hemisphere; if I may 
not even say in the world,—all disappeared as if wilted by the touch 
of some evil Genius’ wand; an army victorious even in retreat: 
brilliant in the advance; more lavish in blood than aught that history 
presents of record, and yet timorously placed in a “cul-de-sac” of 
which the enemy holds the strings! Almost meaningless in its positive 
influence ; negative as to any protection of the North, a secondary 
army on its own chosen theatre of war! 

Why we hesitate, I cannot imagine! McClellan has now been 
idle at Harrison’s Landing since July 2nd; it is fearful, infatuous, 
to wait.®? 

Why the enemy leave us alone embarrasses me. It bodes no good. 


30 Kearny “boasts” of his prophetic sense; of all prophecies he made, this 
proved truest. 

81 The loss of this Brigade—practically the only troops except the gallant 
Meagher’s to leave the South for the North bank of the Chickahominy at 
Gaines’ Mill was appalling; one thousand men approximately. 

82 No other alternative,—sixty thousand idle troops kept away from the battle. 
Either that or let the army be destroyed, realizing Colonel Estvan’s imagination 
of what was sure to happen. 

38 It cost Pope his campaign; Phil. his life. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Aq ot that their tremendous unparallelled daring in facing our artillery 
ylas been attended by unparallelled losses; and though successful on 
+he Chickahominy against. Porter; they were unsuccessful against me 
on the New Market Road due to the spirited advance of the 63rd_ 
Pennsylvania Regiment and half of the 37th New York, where I had 
\p against me ten times our own number. Unchecked by the cease- 
Ness discharge of six pieces firing grape, canister and spherical, they 
yaearly reached the muzzles as soon as ourselves. Again unsuccessful 
at Malvern Heights, for its amphitheatre shape, permitted a con- 
centration of all our numerous artillery,—the only battle where it 
ad all come into play. The result of all of which was for the 
moment, that they could not force their men immediately to a repeti- 


tion; and I myself think they can never repeat it. For it is unusual 


In war; it is against a maxim of Napoleon’s as to the capacity of 
human courage. 

There is no more Southern man, at heart, than myself. I am so 
from education, associations, and from being a purely unprejudiced 
lover of the Union: but there is now no longer time for hesitation. 

As far as the Blacks are concerned, I would not arm them, but 
would use them to spare the Whites, needed with their colours for 
drill, which is the first source of discipline and the first utility in 
battle, and the point in which the Southerner outranks us completely.** 

I would seek French Officers for the negroes for their peculiar 
gifts over “natives”. In their own service they easily beat the Arabs. 
They officer the natives, who then surpass their own troops in des- 
perate valor. As for the Black women, employ them in hospitals and 
in making cartridges. 

I know the Southern character intimately. It is not truly brave. 
It is at times desperate ; invincible if successful; but most dispirited 
if the reverse; intimidated by a distant idea which they would en- 
‘counter bravely if suddenly brought to them face to face. 

This idea of Black adjuncts to the military arm awakens nothing 
inhuman. It but permits the slave runaway, abandoned to us, from 
becoming a moneyed pressure upon us; it would eventually prepare 
them for freedom. 


Harrison’s Landing 
ie July roth, 1862. 
My dearest Love: 
We have had fearfully renewed combats! My friend Longstreet 
among the Rebels. I have had 8000 men killed out of 14,000. It 


34 While the South condemned violently the North for its threat to arm the 
negro; yet the great Ewell was actually urging the South to arm the negro to 
_ fight the mass of aliens in the Northern Armies; see the Making of a Soldier 
_ by Hamlin, 1935. 


[ 337 ] 














































visilivee qwo sited ni goriab | balls 
10 Imieesoane cheno bas : esezol b Stat: 
oct. aan es lusteesoosamns 19W ar ren of x 
bIE0 91) 7 songvbs baini un oc? of sub ‘baod + a 
hos lotedw shoY wel! der edt Yo Marl Srp 26 

so on vel bodoedonl sodtemcr two two ents 
otis Lsorreriqe bns rdeir BD Osta pith 2993ig xia 


intzeossuens nispA .esvisaiwo as nooe es eslesiute a 


“1109 & Lrositer wg ie odgiiqana zi wt 2ingis’ 

i Sit9nw sittcd ylno srh—, par vols Wo: Ne 2 a 
“i 10% asw doittw to Ils to tlyeot sfT° yalg ott oa 

; : : ~~ * 


G91 6.07 vieigipemun: com tisrls syiot jon blivoo vod 
neve 2 tt 0 ti jnogon teveNn ass Yori Wedd Te 
ro Yfisaqss #19 oc es 2 noslogsh to miso Ba 
oc MG i. sey osc? jised ts .asm module 510m 9 
booby terane: ‘ied s united mor? bre 2notsbbosces rok 
novaiized 10% seit adycol om won ei Sst dod’? nou tee. 
ud ree ore for blac v1 esi ‘On Oo Sis eXosit : os ae 

1 ewtolos tidrit ditw bobsen zssitlW sdf Ssqe of nia 43 
mt villiier teTh ors 1 i foci 1 lo somoe tea od 
‘stlotslemes a: 2 a ae rir tri 
L3G ?98i 101 es0Tg0n sf? 10} xO aaaet 9 

aan oft tad viens ° SDIVI92 HO pos ni * 
“235 nF eqoouw mwo tis} eencive mori onlw esviten ort 1: 
. abe ic aosl uss yoigms .smmow Aoal sft 40} eA, 10] av 
eagbi 
rend vhuer } ' 11 vistertinal roysrisdo ‘misdine® 
bstiriqaih tom i : Ite 2 it ofdtonivni simoqeab 
-2> bipow vad! : sebi jusizib vd betsbicritat oetev ; 

of ss} mar? of tenor’ ehitabbie Ye ser 

Binion ensdew silica oct oF etonpibe # sei ae 
o1t es of benobusds .vewerdt ovale oft a3 tert 9Q 2 ti a tt Bf 
MODS 2 JOT 


Mab 


'$ 


a 
— 
— 
. 
4 
a 
xr 
bine 
_ 
~- 
— 


ad 
s 


* ae ors 
>. Md _ i 


nani 


ae 
we 


ai - 


soibas.t a'nozi ; 
8 Wi fic : lis l 


jpoviegaot bnein) vi betedmos bewsiret lttwss) t 
ff =x<x0,pT Fo wo bifid asm ooe8 bed avant I al 


Y ai 
aps Of teers 29: tot dro of} perro banmeobnos sitio? - 


Lot 9A) MIG 0° Pate od! onige viknetom aw Lowa fase oe 
Tate SW Gc ‘sit ocx sostioeh mario oly peters ir oe 


ts - SCS 


[ ee) 







GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


is the same shabby game of Over-exposing the generals whose per- 
sonal dash makes a sure reliance on their men. It is perfectly 
absurd, but at a fearful battle of the 30th I held the New Market 
Road on the Right; General McCall on the left, General McCall’s 
troops ran toa man! I headed my 63rd Pennsylvanians, and bore back 
a mass of the enemy who no more minded our battery and its eight 
pieces, deluging them with grape, than if it were sugar plum!*5 And 
yet as rapidly as each piece fired, I could see 8 to 10 men fall. . Se 
much for my rashness as these dirty vile intriguers are pleased to de- 
nominate my inspiring my men to fight. Because they know when 
matters are difficult that I count on being followed! 

Indeed, Dearest Love, I should hate to make you military and 
masculine, or hate to have you undervalue my danger from which 
God has preserved me. But still I cannot help it in my indignation. 
It was the same imputation that at the end of the Mexican War 
General Harney, and others of that clique, used to keep me out of 
my brevet of Lt. Colonelship because with my only one troop in my 
regiment I had been in battle and out of it: the envy of them all, 
but not all the cavalry commanded by Harney who belonged to the 
Second Dragoons. And just then it was that a most fearful sober 
humbug, my Uncle General Kearny, who had mismanaged a two- 
penny skirmish of 80 men in California, put on great airs but never 
saw me righted, and in those days I was far too grand to right my- 
self, or to notice any small intrigues or small neglects except with 
silent, careless scorn. Now it sours me. And I would leave in an 
instant if I could do so with propriety. Indeed J will do so when we 
enter Richmond; but McClellan’s treason or intrigues have gotten 
us into a place where we are completely boxed up like sardines; and 
out of which nothing short of most bold and dashing moves can ex- 
tricate us to be of any service. 

I get along very well. I am ensconced by myself in a lovely nook 
in the woods; a sweet little promontory of clearing, as large as a small 
garden, which recedes from the open plain. 

My offices are quite conspicuous; with its flagstaff and adjoining 
tents; and Bands playing and orderlies riding about; and guards 
parading. Whilst my own tent is just inside the skirt of timber 
amidst evergreens and bushes and with my pretty horses nearby. 

And as for my comforts I have a stove; and then Brandy and 
Whiskey and Claret, and a bucket of Champagne, and dozens of Ale 
and several boxes of Congress Water: besides lemons; and a very 
nice colored man who can do anything for me. 

Night before last our President came along. I am sure my men 
looked elegantly. But the President wore a long face and would 


35 See Longstreet’s report at Frayser’s Farm quoting Kearny’s report. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


not be comforted. Perhaps he ‘felt sneakish, knowing as he must do, 
that I would see a list of promotions, and my name, the first one 
who taught the Army to fight, the one who saved all at Williamsburg, 
omitted. It only wounds me to think that I who have come into this 
war from Patriotic motives can permit myself to be suffered by it. 

I toiled day and night with my old first New Jersey Brigade to 
have it complete and elegant and the theme of all the Army men. 
Poor Brigade; it was mismanaged by General Franklin; was cut to 
pieces without any result. ’ 

All say I look better than for years; and yet at one time I had 
never slept one hour in three days; been mounted giving orders and 
fighting battles. It seems to have broken down the regiments es- 
pecially the officers; two or three Brigadier Generals were sick and 
are even now worthless. As for me I have no patience with them; 
possibly because I feel so well; and excepting my separation from 
you, quite enjoying myself from the general botheration. A kind 
kiss to you and the babies. 


July 
My dear Parker: 

The North is not steadfast. Look at our list of absentees! 
Tolerated at home instead of being hissed at! I have hardly eight 
officers to a Regiment; scarcely a field officer ; and only two Generals. 
Look elsewhere and it is worse. This is what I call demoralization: 
to be sick in such numbers, nor is it our wounded; but sick from these 
swamps in McClellan’s chosen field of operation. 


Harrison’s Landing 
| August 1, 1862. 

My dear Parker: 
_ Weare again on the move. This is the third day of being “under 
orders”. The Heavy Artillery has gone by steamers; many field 
_ batteries and even much infantry. 
[had quite a large dinner last night, some 25 generals, colonels of 
my Brigade, and one or two aides, besides my own. They came 
from the extreme right and the extreme left, viz: Fitz-John Porter, 
Franklin, Ord, French, Augur, Sedgwick, Newton, Martindale, But- 
_terfield, etc. We dined at six o’clock and broke up at twelve. 


i July 

| My dear Parker: 

_ I told you that I was about resigning; but for one fact, that the 
' army is in a very hazardous “false position”, I would have done so 
_ long since. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


In patriotism I have come into this war. In doing so I have sacri- 
ficed the comforts of home and brought much worry and distress 
on my wife. I have given up a high social position to become one of 
hundreds of worthless, nameless, incapable Brigadier Generals. That 
proud position obtained for me by your kind exertion, has been cheap- 
ened; and even worthless foreigners like Sigel have been preferred 
before me, who am 12th on the List of Brigadiers ; and yet no achieve- 
ment in the West or East has equalled my success at Williamsburg; 
the first large fight of the Army of the Potomac; in which I saved 
all from perdition. 


Louis Fitzgerald,—later General, and one of New York City’s 
most distinguished citizens,—suffering from intense agony from 
wounds received at Seven Pines, received a letter from Kearny tell- 
ing him he had proposed Fitzgerald’s name for a captaincy and 
intended to make him his aide; and told him to join him as soon as 
he could. In this letter Phil. says: “There will be plenty of office 
work to do before you can mount your horse. While I study in my 
staff for the ornamental I unite with it immense exertion such as I 
already have found in you.” 

And while Fitzgerald was still suffering from typhoid fever after 
his wound had nearly healed, Kearny wrote from his Headquarters 
on the Peninsula on July 17, 1862, “Knowing your ardent military 
spirit I must caution you not to retard your cure by over-anxiety; 
and yet I trust that you shortly will be installed as one of my staff. 
We are resting here most lazily and ignobly. McClellan aways has 
a hibernation, a winter sleep, after my fights. He has engineering 
talent, perhaps ; military, none, nor nerve. 

The following letter is a fragment: 


Of McClellan, my previous sentiments as to him have nearly 
brought me to the same conclusion; he does not deserve to have me 
Share his failures and his total wreck. Still the same feeling that 
makes me expose myself in battle in a species of characteristic temper- 
ament makes me continue with this Army. 

The only alternative I can see is the hope that my Division will be 
ordered to join Pope. 

So I again say that with all regret; and notwithstanding my desire, 
my dear Parker, to be guided by your advice do not be astonished 
to find me returning to my farm; and be persuaded that I do it from 
high convictions. 


But before we go away from the Pensinula and as an epitome of 
Philip’s position with his troops,—supplementing the editor of 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


“Under the Red Patch’’—let’s read the Proclamation he was forced 
to issue to prevent his troops from huzzahing him,—it was impair- 
ing discipline, according to de Peyster. 


Camp near Harrison’s Landing 

General Order No. 27. July 7, 1862 
_ Brave Comrades: As one of your generals who shared in your 
perils, so I sympathize in your cheers for victory when I pass. The 
name of this Division is marked! Southern Records are full of you. 
In attack you have driven them; when assailed you have repulsed 
_them. Be it so to the end! New regiments we give you a name; 
engraft on it fresh laurels! 

Comrades in battle: Let our greeting be a cry of defiance to our 
foes! After the fight our greeting of victory for ourselves. My 
Division! remember that like yourselves I have duties of labor in 
_ which I must move unobserved as a true brother in hand and heart 
_ of this Our Warrior Division. Farewell, Success attend you! 
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CHAPTER XV 


SECOND BULL RUN: VICTORY IN KEARNY’S HAND, 
LINCOLN 


THE GREAT BETRAYAL 


Tue Peninsula Campaign is drawing to its close! General Pope 
in central Virginia has been falling back gradually toward Wash- 
ington after several severe successful engagements; and McClellan 
is soon ordered to join him, and to remove his Army to Alexandria. 

On August ist, Kearny as we know, wrote Agnes that he is “again 
under orders,” for what objects his letter is silent; save that the 
shipment of war material points to a withdrawal from the Peninsula, 
—fulfilling Phil.’s prophecy: “No change of base of operations.” 2 

But on the 4th, McClellan receives a “dreadful” telegram from 
General Halleck, now Commander in Chief of the Armies, McClel- 
Jan’s Superior, which McClellan reveals in his “Own Story” written 
years after the event: “On the 4th I received Halleck’s order of the 
3rd directing me to withdraw my Army to Aquia!” 

Nevertheless, McClellan adopts a suggestion by Hooker,—plainly 
an advance on Richmond and equally plainly an “act of mutiny” and 
disobedience to Halleck’s orders. And so on the night of August 4th 
at 5 p.m. Hooker’s Division marched toward Malvern Hill, whence 
~—now too late—Kearny would have advanced to Richmond a month 
and four days ago. At this point Hooker’s troops were subjected 
to a heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery; soon a line of the enemy’s 
videttes were seen; and rebel skirmishers sent to observe.? 

The enemy’s fire soon ceased and the enemy retreated. Hooker’s 
line was now advanced to a House formerly occupied as Kearny’s 
Division Hospital, where a little after dark Captain Hibbard reports: 
“I was ordered to be ready to move at a moment’s notice. My Sec- 
ond Regiment was told to hold its position at all hazards.” Then: 
“In a few hours under orders from General Hooker the second Regi- 


1 Halleck “suggested” a movement to check a rumor that Richmond had been 
evacuated. McClellan determined, as Punch had it, “to sack” the empty town, 
against Halleck’s orders to leave and join Pope. 

2 On this day, McClellan, back at his old tricks, tells Halleck he can take Rich- 
mond with 10,000 more men! Halleck, same hour, tells McClellan: “Order will 
not be rescinded. Execute it without delay.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ment was called in and put in march to our Camp where we arrived 
gt 11 pm. * 

But this large movement involving Kearny’s, Sedgwick’s and 
Hooker’s Divisions, 15,000 men, perhaps 18,000, with some then 
unrevealed ultimate object,—‘“unrevealed” publicly, and so blatantly 
revealed under a heap of words!—is reported to Halleck, only as a 
reconnoissance ; a reconnoissance in overwhelming force for the first 
time in McClellan’s career! For McClellan telegraphs Halleck on 
August 4th: “Arrangements for reconnoissance complete ; troops mov- 
ing during the night.” Plainly, apparently, Halleck must think, in 
execution of—and incident to—Halleck’s directions to move his 
whole Army to Yorktown and Alexandria. 

But Hooker who received the orders from McClellan, and upon 
whom the execution of the movement and its responsibility rested, 
knew the movement, like the movement at Oak Ridge, to be a planned 
advance upon Richmond; and incidentally tributary to McClellan’s 
plans to adopt his very charming Lady’s delicious counsel: “Don’t 
you think if Pope is put over you you should consider it your duty 
to resign? I could not endure the idea of your being under that 
Puppy”; * and to let that puppy—Pope—as McClellan later wrote 
“get out of his scrape”—at the approaching battle at Bull Run—as 
best he could! For Hooker while at the Hospitai at Georgetown 
recovering from a foot wound received at the Battle of Antietam 
months later, was visited by the Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Chase 
and “Kitty” Chase his famous Hostess-Daughter—Chase proposed 
some of “Dr. Foster’s Foot Balm” to alleviate Hooker’s excruciating 
pain!—and Hooker’s words as Chase reports them in his Diary are 
clear as crystal: 


Chase’s Diary: September 23rd, 1862: Saw Hooker at the Hos- 
pital today who said that when the order came to withdraw the Army 
he advised McClellan to disobey and proposed a plan for an advance 
on Richmond. McClellan gave orders to advance but before the 
time for movement came, he recalled it; and again gave the order 
for evacuation. 


In fine Hooker’s movement, interpreted by the events soon to hap- 
pen, was the first written chapter in McClellan’s own story of his 


3 General Kearny’s granddaughter, Elizabeth Kearny, married a grandson of 
this Captain Hibbard, Headquarters at Harrison’s Landing; and the Harrison 
place Berkeley,—the military residence of both General and Captain,—was the 
home of her great-great-grandfather, Benjamin Harrison. 

* Major General Fremont convicted of mutiny for disobedience to Kearny in 
California actually did adopt the spirit of this counsel. When Pope was put over 
him he did resign the army. McClellan, “less honorable,” did not resign. Kept 
a job but did not serve! Both became Presidential candidates, Fremont propos- 
ing a coalition with McClellan. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


determination to disobey Lincoln’s repeated directions and to advance 
on Richmond and not to support Pope! And another step upward 
upon the Democratic National platform with its plank denouncing 
the war as failure and proposing accommodations with his “enemies.” 
In short the plank built into McClellan’s Fernando Wood Letter of 
Acceptance, Peninsula Campaign of Virginia, 1862, interpreting thor- 
oughly McClellan’s conduct, Sangster’s Station to Malvern Hill— 
and to Chantilly—but see Kearny’s Letters! 

On the 8th of August, McClellan again stiffens his will from its 
day dream to attempt the movement proposed by Hooker, to be exe- 
cuted by a “Clique Officer,” General Porter, under his Peninsula pur- 
pose. He must have known that the moment he ordered the evacua- 
tion from Harrison’s Landing, the World will brand him Military 
Failure—‘“No change of base but a disaster’—unless the Public is 
“sulled” into the belief that the responsibility rests with Mr. Lincoln, 
as he had wired Lincoln on June 27th/28th. On the 8th he wired 
Halleck: “Porter’s reconnoissance yielded nothing but light pickets ; 
seemed to be no heavy force south of Appomattox. Hooker was 
pressed by a strong force at Malvern Hill.” Again Hooker’s and 
Porter’s movements are reconnoissances—for Halleck’s eye. But in 
“His Own Story” Porter’s action without shadow of question is a 
movement towards Richmond and frankly an abandonment of Gen- 
eral Pope. : 

On August 10th—all the time Pope rightly expecting him— 
McClellan records: “I hope to be ready tomorrow after the move- 
ment forward in the direction of Richmond. I will try to calm or 
threaten Longstreet. Then if chance offers, follow him to Richmond, 
while they are laimming away at Pope. It is in some respects a des- 
perate step but it is the best that I can do for the Nation now. i 
fear they will relieve me before I have the chance.” Later the same 
day near midnight: “I received a very harsh and urgent telegram 
from Halleck this morning. I feel compelled to give up the idea of 
my intended attack on Richmond and must retrace my steps.” On 
August roth McClellan speaks of “the absurdity of Halleck’s course” 
in ordering the Army away from here, in that it cannot possibly 
“reach Washington in time to do any good. . . . I think the result 
will be that Pope will be badly thrashed within ten days and that they 
will be very glad to turn over redemption of the affairs to me. How 
the event proved McClellan’s prophecy! How he helped to let 
the event prove it! 

A week has now been consumed in McClellan’s Personal Lost 
Cause! Pope had begged Lincoln—see infra—when he assumed 
command in Central Virginia to relieve McClellan because Pope could 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


not rely upon his support;® and at this very time Kearny as we 
know was writing Parker that unless Pope is reinforced within a 
short time his Army will be crushed. | 

Thus Kearny and Pope and Halleck & Co.,—of course “Every- 
man,”—knew the intense need of leaving the Peninsula immediately 
—August 3rd—if Pope is to be saved. Is it possible that “George B” 
—by his own acknowledgment brainier man than “Phil.”—did not 
know exactly the same thing! Not bravery, primarily, General 
McClellan, but Love of the Union is what you lack! Isn’t it a cer- 
tainty you are planning to let Pope get crushed! And your Diary 
scene of your redeeming the Army be enacted? 


A JOURNAL OF LITTLE NAPOLEON’S MENTAL 
MOVEMENTS TOWARD POPE’S BETRAYAL 


Then four precious days elapse before McClellan must Tell the 
World, while Halleck bombards him with peremptory orders to come 
to the support of Pope. On the 14th of August McClellan writes: 
Porter’s Corps leaves this evening; Franklin’s in the morning. It is 
a terrible blow to me but I have done all in my power to prevent it 
so I must submit and carry it out. 

August 17th I hear all troops in Virginia are to be placed under 
my command. August 18th it will take a long time to embark this 
Army and have it ready for action on the Potomac. General Kearny 
—Division and Brigade—take notice, will be on the field of battle of 
Bull Run in four days’ time! “They will place me on the shelf 1 
think. They may go to the Devil in their own way.” And how 
they went! Let’s hope Phil. went to Heaven! 

August 21st 8 P.M. Just received a telegram from Halleck saying 
Pope was hard pressed and urging me to press forward reinforce- 
ments and to come myself as soon as I possibly can—Eighteen days 
since the order to leave to support Pope was received! But this is 
nothing compared with the events now plainly casting their shadow. 

Let’s read the next entry, in terms of the Greek Wisdom viewed 
daily for two years by Phil.’s grandson on the chapel window at that 
great Public School at Andover: Gnothe Seauton,—Know Thyself! 
“August 21st. Now that they are in trouble they seem to want the 
‘Quaker’, the ‘Procrastinator’, ‘the Coward’, and the ‘Traitor’! But 
I must go.” Was McClellan quoting Kearny? 

August 22nd 10 A.M.—Phil. and his “Fighting Division” now on 
the battlefield: I think they are pretty well scared in Washington. 
I am confident the disposition they make of me will depend entirely 


& Chase’s Diary. See infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


on the state of the néws in Washington. If they are at all reassured 
you will see that they will soon get rid of me. 

August 23rd. 9:30 P.M. On Board steamer. “I am off on the 
way to Aquia. We will reach Aquia sometime after midnight.” 

It is obvious that if Pope is beaten McClellan “knows” he will be 
asked to save the Army! And keep his job! He “knows” too Pope 
will be crushed without him! We will now leave McClellan. Plainly 
Phil.’s prophecy is fulfilling! McClellan will not be at Manassas 
where Phil.’s New Jersey Brigade and Phil.’s Diamond Division fight 
the first, second and third battles! 

At length Kearny’s Division is again under orders; and at 4 A.M. 
August 15th left Harrison’s Landing leaving Birney’s Brigade to 
cover McClellan’s retreat; marched during five days and arrived at 
Yorktown Tuesday evening August 19th; and on Wednesday the 
20th embarked on a transport “whose accommodations were wretched 
in the extreme”; the men having little light or ventilation “in the 
crowded quarters below deck”. The result: that “disembarking at 
Alexandria August 22nd the men were in a reduced and exhausted 
state”. 

Nevertheless, Phil. and part of his Division that same day,—the 
rest of his Division bivouacking that “terrible” night of the 22nd a 
little beyond Alexandria—“boarded the cars of the Orange and Alex- 
andria Railroad riding as far as Burke’s Station.” Then marching 
five miles beyond, “took post at the front of the advance of his 
Division,” where Phil. receives Pope’s greetings by courier: “You 
will oblige me by sending forward a strong force to guard the bridge 
across the Licking Springs. Yours truly, John Pope, Major General 
Commanding.” Thus exactly one week after leaving Harrison’s 
Landing Phil. is under Pope’s orders, as the first—nearly “the last” — 
of the Army of the Potomac.® 

The conditions on the transport being so horrible Phil. played his 
characteristic part. His fortune in need was not his, but the Nation’s! 

Major Birney tells us, and so does his father General Birney, that 
Kearny went through the large boat—a floating lazar house,—with 
a kind word, a “grasp of his single hand” and some inspiring remark. 
Wherever he thought money was needed he did not wait till 1t was 
asked. I saw him put a $20. gold piece into the hands of more than 
one man. J think he must have bestowed several hundred dollars 
on that occasion. 

On August 22 Halleck wired General Burnside citing Kearny’s 
arrival and his advance without subsistence as an example to Porter: 
“Direct him and all other Commanders to subsist as far as possible 


6 Meade’s fine Pennsylvania Reserves probably were also on the field syn- 
chronously with Kearny’s troops. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


on the country. Kearny’s Division is already moving up the rail- 
road.” | 

But Kearny is not satisfied with the preparations for the safety of 
his men. He had observed the trick turned in Italy where at the 
Battle of Montebello troop-railroad transportation in battle had first 
been used; and Colonel Haupt in charge of transportation, gladly 
acquiesces in Kearny’s suggestion—when Kearny learned that a train 
had been fired on by the rebels—of sending a Pilot engine in advance 
of Kearny’s troop trains. Colonel Haupt, one of the fine men re- 
vealed by the war, years later exults in the fact that, “Volunteers in 
his Corps have always been ready for any service; and performed 
their service without hesitation”, and cites Phil.’s Pilot Engine, 
manned by Haupt’s volunteers. 

But what is Pope driving toward, while Kearny is moving a por- 


tion of his Division “in the cars with his Pilot to the field of battle.” 


On August 24th Pope complacently wires Halleck ;—Pope begins 


with a Dream from which he awakes on August 29th when Lee’s 


whole Army is before him at Bull Run: I presume the enemy is not 
ready to force the passage of the Rappahannock for any forward 


movement. He is likely engaged in rebuilding railroad bridges be- 


tween the Rappahannock and the Rapidan so as to get up his supplies. 


_ The fact? Jackson with 22,000 men without any transportation or 


supplies—an example to Franklin and Sumner—is moving towards 
the field of battle, and will soon seize Pope’s base and all his supplies! 

But now the tragedy is developing along lines Pope is not suspecting 
and from Warrenton on August 24th Pope wires Kearny: The enemy 
has crossed in considerable force at Sulphur Springs. I am advancing 


_ to assault his position!—Brave words! But where is all the army 


of the Potomac who were to help in this assault? Is there actually 
a “Puppy Clique” ?—Pope adds: I want you to move forward imme- 
diately with all your force to Warrenton leaving a pretty strong force 
at Licking Springs, and strong guards for trains at Catlett’s Station. 
Bring forward 100,000 rations of bread, coffee, salt, and sugar by 
rail if possible. I shall advance at once to try to drive back the force 
that has crossed the Rappahannock. 

But let’s go back for a moment to McClellan... McClellan is now 
on his way—so it is conjectured, not by Phil., but certainly by the 
Outsiders—to join Pope. Pope has campaigned well; has fallen back 
upon the Rappahannock to effect a junction with McClellan. Pope 
feels confident he can stave off a rebel battle until he is reinforced; 
and then attack Lee in overwhelming force by the Lincoln-Kearny 
old overland route! So does the Tribune and every military expert. 
In fact all know that Kearny, as symbol,—is already on the field! 
And the Tribune in announcing the ‘Evacuation of Harrison’s Land- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ing” comments confidently in an editorial on August 19th: The army 
is all over the Chickahominy; and on the 21st: General McClellan’s 
army has retired from Harrison's Landfng and can at any time join 
Pope’s army; and “Pope can’t be made to fight until he wants to.” 
Oh! My prophetic soul! 

Kearny now looks around him. Who are his Military Peers? 
Pope and Reno he knows; but the others,—like Sigel and Schurz 
are to Kearny “unknown” ,—Sigel unfavorably known. And what 
of the condition of Pope’s army; what of Pope’s plans* Pope tells 
us while Kearny, August 25th, is at Warrenton,—Pope wiring Stan- 
ton: McDowell is the only responsible Corps Commander I have. 
Sigel is perfectly unreliable; and I suggest that some officer of 
superior rank be sent to command his corps. His conduct today has 
caused me great difficulty. Both Corps are very weak. Then Pope 
places his finger on his Fate and reveals Kearny’s Military Manhood 
now for four days on the field of battle,—while for two long days 
25,000 troops under McClellan are idle at or near Alexandria: 
“Kearny’s Division is the only one that has reached me from Alex- 
andria. I shall push McDowell’s Corps and Kearny’s Division upon . 
Longstreet’s rear if I find my suspicions confirmed in the morning. 
Sigel’s Corps is composed of some of the best fighting material; but 
they will never do much under that officer”. Kearny’s judgment on 
the competency of the Generals is proving itself! Jealousy! Ebulli- 
tions of temper! Nonsense! Sound military judgment of a man 
whose theory of military science placed knowledge of men—intuitive 
judgment of men—above all the tools of war. 

Then Pope believes,—how innocent he is!—on August 25th that 
General Sumner was “detained by a gale; Sumner’s troops cannot be 
with me till tomorrow.” That tomorrow will never come, General 
Pope! Remember Sumner at Williamsburg with his thirty thousand 
supine troops; and the whole army except Sumner at Seven Pines 
within sound of Kearny’s guns twiddling or nosing their thumbs 
across the Chickahominy ! , 

But where, pray, is Brother Hooker! No one has been able to 
find the Handsome “winning” soldier, now made more desirable if 
possible with an illustrious military reputation, since Hooker’s arrival 
from the hard fighting on the Peninsula. Phil. knows Joe well so- 
cially—‘‘always a distinguished gentleman”—and often “played with 
him, a charming companion on many occasions.” And now missing 
his Military and Social Twin, he conjectures that—but let somebody 
else tell the story. Mr. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War, wires 
Kearny on the 25th that: Hooker was at Alexandria last night ; “will 
send to Willard’s Hotel to see if he is there!’ And Watson adds: 
“I do not know of any other place he frequents’ ! Phil. did; and 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


gave Watson a few hints! None the less Watson despairs and wires: 
“that if Hooker 1s not heard from within the next hour direct your 
orders to the next officer under him that they may have their men 
ready.” Then Hooker—hearing the guns, but not Watson !—turns 
up on the field of battle; fights now as always successfully on the 
27th—with Kearny’s Division—the second battle on the Plains of 
Manassas, with the same old boys at the same old stand: again the 
old-Army-of-the-Potomac-game! Hooker found himself! No other 
part of the Army of the Potomac was ever found except the brave 
Reynolds and “Puppy Set” Porter who was cashiered the Army; 
and fought only in one battle against Hooker’s and Kearny’s five. 
“Fatal Generals” indeed! Politics not War was Phil.’s syllabus of 
their conduct. 

On January 27th, 1863, Pope reported that on the 25th of August 
the only forces that had joined him were in the neighborhood of 2,500 
men of the Pennsylvania Reserves under Brigadier General Reynolds, 
and the Division of General Kearny, 4,500 strong, which had reached 
Warrenton on June 23rd; “on the 27th I estimated my entire effec- 
tive force to be 54,000 men. Heintzelman had reached Warrenton 
on the 26th without wagons, artillery and with only go rounds of 
ammunition to the man; and without horses for the General and 
Field officers. Porter’s Corps also had reached Warrenton with a 
very small supply of provisions and with but 40 rounds of ammu- 
nition for each man.” Well, since—unbelievable—this is all of the 
Army of the Potomac that Pope is going to get, let’s proceed to one 
of the most famous battles of the Civil War—the Second Battle of 
Bull Run; and the account we give is Kearny’s own—unknown— 
account without reference to his official Report; new scenes, new 
lights on old! ? 

Buried under a pile of autumn leaves on the shelves of public 
libraries by long odds the clearest—and only contemporary—history 
of Pope’s battles on the Plains of Manassas by a participant in all 
the battles except one, presented with General Kearny’s characteristic 
flair for the dramatic joined to his professional practice as lawyer 
and soldier in wielding military data, is Kearny’s Biography—his 
Report—of Pope’s Campaign as Jackson, Stuart, Ewell, Hill and 
Fitzhugh Lee debouch through Thoroughfare Gap, like apparitions to 
a startled nation, between Pope and his communications and Washing- 
ton; reads like historical fiction; cleans up doubtful and challenged 
episodes in the drama—puts in new scenes—which places it high in 
value as an historical source. 


7 How Prof. Henderson computes eighty thousand men in Pope’s Army is a 
mystery,—it is also not true. Such computations belong properly to “Mr. Allen” 
exclusively. Professor Henderson’s book instructs West Pointers on this battle; 
it also hurts Pope’s military reputation, also a West Pointer. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The New York Daily Tribune, Wednesday, September 3rd, 1862, 
carried this headline, First Column, First Page: “THE WAR IN 
VIRGINIA,—SEVEREST ENGAGEMENT ON MONDAY 
NIGHT,—GENERALS KEARNY AND STEVENS KILLED, 
—OUR LOSS VERY HEAVY.” Then followed in the underlying 
column a special despatch from Washington September 2nd, 1862: 
“General Kearny was killed last night. His body was this morning 
sent to our lines through a rebel Flag of Truce. General Kearny 
was killed in a desperate battle which took place last evening near 
Chantilly about two miles north of Fairfax Court House between a 
portion of General Pope’s Army and Stonewall Jackson’s forces. 
Our loss was heavy but the enemy was driven back a mile and we 
occupied the field of battle until three in the morning.’—'‘‘Always 
victorious’—even in death! 

Then this news from the tomb! “Before commencing my report 
as an eye witness I am able to give the following succinct account of 
the previous four days’ fighting near Bull Run made to our corre- 
spondent by General Kearny’s Chief of Staff, the General listening 
at the time and correcting as his Officer proceeded. The diagrams 
were drawn by the brave and the now lamented General Kearny’s 
own hand, probably the last sketch ever made by him.” 


“THE. BATTLES OF THE PLAINS”, 
By Major GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


While General Pope was stationed at Warrenton, the rebels under 
Jackson, Ewell and Longstreet, Hill, Stuart and Fitzhugh Lee had 
conceived the strategic movement of marching the great mass of the 
Confederate Army around the head waters of the Rappahannock 
through Thoroughfare Gap and thence to Manassas hoping to cut 
off the Army of Virginia from its base of supplies and hoping thereby 
to starve it out and compel them to fight on their chosen battle field. 

As soon as Pope was informed of this intended movement of the 
rebels, thinking their force smaller than it really was, Pope was set 
upon capturing the force between him and Washington, and to keep 
open the route from his army to his base of supplies. The first 
-appearance of the Rebel Army after moving through Thoroughtare 
Gap was made at Bristoe’s Station. General Reno’s and Kearny’s 
Divisions were despatched from Warrenton to Greenwich on the 
Turnpike north of Manassas to cut off the enemy if he should plan 
a retreat back again through Thoroughtare Gap. 

To prevent a similar movement on the part of the enemy General 
Sigel was ordered to Gainesville, and General McDowell was de- 
spatched to Thoroughfare Gap. General Hooker was advanced along 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the Railroad to Bristoe’s Landing to attack the enemy in front, while 
General Banks was ordered to follow General Hooker as a reserve 
in case the enemy should defeat Hooker and cause our force to 
assume a retrograde movement. | 
The order to McDowell was also to keep Longstreet and Ewell 
from joining Jackson at Manassas by way of Thoroughfare Gap. 
McDowell was not able to prevent the enemy from being reinforced 
by the great mass of the rebel army. But to interrupt you, Phil., a 
moment! That’s too kind of you; or perhaps you didn’t then—or 
ever—know’ McDowell was tried and convicted of failing to try 
to prevent the reinforcements you speak of,—fatal to you on the 29th! 
—from coming through the Gap. It killed Pope’s campaign; jointly 
with McClellan’s failure to turn up at all; and Porter’s failure to 
fight although actually on the field. 
_ The enemy in force arrived at Manassas on Wednesday evening, 
August 27th, when Ewell was sent to Bristoe’s Station to destroy 
_ | what Union supplies should be standing on the tracks. Evwell’s force 
coming up was met by Hooker’s coming down and also by Kearny 
_who had arrived by way of Greenwich. The fight at this Station 
was a signal victory on the part of Hooker and Kearny. 
Through the combined Infantry movement of Hooker, and artillery 
-movement of Kearny, 700 prisoners were taken in this engagement 
besides small arms and accoutrements. The enemy was driven back 
_and as night came on they took possession of the heights across Bull 
Run. Then both forces rested. 
In this battle the loss of the enemy was heavy and among them 
were some of their finest officers. General Ewell was wounded in 
_the leg by a shot from a rifle cannon and his leg was later ampu- 
tated.® 
So much for Kearny’s “Report’’,—for the time being. Kearny still 
seems to glory in the joy of battle, in continued victory! But Kearny 
knew well the game Pope was up against! So did Pope for that 
matter. Kearny we know had written Parker only three weeks 
before that Pope was a “goner” if McClellan didn’t support Pope; 
his judgment still held! And Phil.’s conviction was that Porter now 
on the field would not support Pope; an opinion which he expressed 
to General Ricketts on the morning of the 29th, and which held true 
of course for McClellan and Franklin and all McClellan’s ““Puppy 
_ Clique”. And Phil. was convinced, rightly or wrongly, that McClel- 
_ lan was coward, political trickster, impostor and traitor ;—no room 
for military imbecility now! Kearny knew that in spirit McClellan 


8 Kearny thought so; but Ewell was struck the next night. 
| &A month earlier, Chase records in his diary, Pope told Lincoln that Mc- 
~ Clellan should be relieved for he would not support Pope; see infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


would adopt the petulant counsel of his spouse and would not let 
himself or his army or any part of it, if he could help it, fight under 
General Pope. ‘The influence of women on History”! Yet here 
was warfare; here were brave doings! Kearny “was in his ele- 
ment” ?° and he knew well that Pope was Battle Soldier! Kearny 
knew, too, that one of the great betrayals of history was being 
“pulled” ! 

So Kearny tingles with glee as he reads Pope’s quickening message 
written August 27th, at g in the evening: 


At the very earliest blush of dawn push forward with your com- 
mand with all speed to Manassas. You cannot be more than three or 
four miles distant. Jackson, A. P. Hill and Ewell are in front of us. 
McDowell marches on Manassas Junction at daybreak tomorrow. 
Reno upon the same place at the same hour. I want you here at 
dawn if possible and we shall bag the whole crowd! Be prompt and 
expeditious, and never mind wagon trains or roads, till this affair 1s 
over. Lieutenant Brooks will deliver you this communication; he 
has one for General Reno and General McDowell. 


In the meantime, General Jackson had passed through Thorough- 
fare Gap—one of the great crimes of the war,—and reached Bristoe’s 
Station on the night of the 26th. 

Notwithstanding the “nigger-black darkness” of the night of the 
26th and the long arduous march of the day-—and Jackson’s dumbness 
on the Peninsula—Stonewal! determined to lose no time in capturing 
the depot of the Federal Army at Manassas Junction 7 miles east 
on the road to Alexandria! General, Trimble offered to advance at 
once; and Jackson “accepted the gallant offer” and Jeb Stuart went 
with him, and as ranking Trimble, assumed command. At midnight 
Stuart was in possession of Pope’s base of supplies which he took 
with no difficulty; together with eight pieces of artillery, with the 
horses and ammunition and equipment; 300 prisoners; 175 cavalry 
horses, besides artillery horses; 200 new tents; and immense quan- 
tities of commissary and quartermaster stores—including Kearny’s 
supplies—and 1,000 barrels of corned beef, 2,000 barrels of flour and 
2,000 barrels of salt pork, etc., etc. 

Then General Jackson left Ewell and his Division at Bristoe’s Sta- 
tion where he fought Phil. and Joe; and marched with the balance 
of the army rapidly to Manassas Junction where he arrived early in 
the morning of the 27th. It was at this juncture at the Junction that 
Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade under the ever loyal and zealous 
Taylor, ordered by Halleck personally to quit the leggard Franklin 
and to proceed without cavalry or equipment to Manassas, advances 


10 Comte de Paris, infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


toward the Rebel force. Taylor, not having the least idea that with 
one regiment he was making war against two of the greatest soldiers 
of the Confederacy backed by 22,000 men, advariced on Centreville, 
and fought the first battle of the Second Bull Run—and the first 
battle of the soldiers of the Army of the Potomac, under Pope,—at 
Bull Run Bridge! 

Taylor’s object was to recapture the stores; but of course his force 
was routed aiter a most heroic struggle and the intrepid Taylor was 
mortally wounded during the pursuit. General Kearny’s Division 
as we know already had fought on the afternoon of the 27th the 
second battle of Pope’s Campaign on the Plains! ™ 

General Jackson remained at Manassas Junction the rest of the day 
of the 27th; his men supplied themselves from the captured stores 
and then all the balance of the immense mass of Pope’s supplies of 
every character were burned and destroyed! Had Sumner and 
Franklin,—instead of the heroic Taylor alone—been on the field no 
part of these stores would have been touched. 

Pursuant to Pope’s orders Kearny springs toward Jackson at Ma- 
nassas, and arrived just as the rear guard of Jackson’s troops were 
retiring towards Centreville. Kearny now marched in hot pursuit 
toward Centreville where the enemy was reported to be posted in 
considerable force. Berry’s Brigade advanced and drove in the 
enemy’s videttes. One mile beyond the Bridge on a commanding 
height Kearny took position with his troops sending out skirmishers 
to right and left. Then Kearny continues his “History” through his 
Amanuensis of the Tribune: 


THE BATTLES OF THE PLAINS—(Con.) 
By KEARNY 


After the arrival of Kearny’s Advance within a mile and a half 
of Centreville they met a Regiment of the enemy’s Cavalry who im- 
mediately charged them. Our cavalry skirmishers—two companies 
of the Second Pennsylvania Cavalry—turned and fled, the enemy in 
hot pursuit. On arriving near our Infantry line the Cavalry was 
met by a heavy fire from our Infantry skirmishers, on the right and 
left of a wood, and thrown back in confusion. 

General Birney here came near being taken prisoner. The rebel 
cavalry seeing him in front, noticed his shoulder straps, and then 
commenced a scrub race for life, of a cavalier on the one hand, and 
a General on the other! However General Birney escaped! 

Kearny’s Division now advanced to Centreville and occupied the 

11 New Jersey should glorify the name of Taylor. Two Hundred Dollars of 


the profits of this book are contributed to a fund to effect this object: to place a 
memorial on the spot where he fell at Bull Run’s Bridge. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


works without molestation encamping three miles in the rear on 
Thursday night the 28th; Sigel also coming up from the direction 
of Manassas. But now to fill in some gaps in Phil.’s story: 

On August 28th at 10 in the evening Kearny gets a view of the 
“military whole”; the setup Phil. was to play in and his role in 
the coming battle; and the story which the day has developed. 
Kearny is to take the lead against Jackson; Hooker in support. 
General Pope wires: “General McDowell has intercepted the retreat 
of Jackson between Thoroughfare Gap and Manassas.”-—Nonsense! 
—“Sigel is immediately on his right and I see no possibility of his 
escape.!? I have instructed Kearny to push forward cautiously at 
1 o'clock tonight until he drives in the enemy pickets and to assault 
the enemy vigorously at daylight. It is of the last importance that 
Hooker shall march at 3 o’clock tonight taking the turnpike from 
Centreville to Warrenton and resting on that road 11%4 miles beyond 
Centreville as a reserve for General Kearny.” ; 

At this stage of Pope’s military proceedings he sent a famous 
despatch around which controversy raged for 20 years, firing Porter 
from the Army. For Porter did not obey its directions and so lost: 
Kearny—and the North—Kearny’s victory on the 29th; and ended 
in Pope’s rout which never would have happened had Porter and 
McClellan supported Pope. Pope writes Porter: 

General Pope directs you to march upon Centreville at the first 
dawn of day. Porter did not march until the battle was over on 
the 29th when darkness had fallen over the field. Why? Read his 
Court Martial! Read, too, his “White Wash’—like Phil.’s “Black 
Beauty” at Fort Gibson now a quarter of a century ago! 

Obedient to orders, Kearny advanced early in the morning of the 
29th; but let Kearny continue his Tribune report: pik 

Kearny found Sigel’s troops in line of battle, their right resting 
on Leesburg Road, and their left on Bull Run. General Berry’s 
Brigade of Kearny’s Division was first on the field of actual battle 
of the Army of the Potomac! 

Kearny immediately formed his troops to the right of Sigel, his 
right resting on Bull Run,—the two Divisions making a curve. 
Hooker and Reno were in reserve. Interrupting Kearny: A private 
tells us in his journal: “Our Corps is assigned a position on the right 
of the army and our Division under the noble Kearny 1s sent to sup- 
port the beaten center.” But this was not until later in the day ; 
for Kearny continues: At 10 o’clock on Friday the 29th the enemy 

12 Unless Lee was “informed”’—directly or indirectly—from McClellan’s dis- 
loyal tongue that McClellan was to betray Pope by disobeying Lincoln’s orders 
to support him, no greater blunder was staged in the war than Lee’s subjection 
of Jackson to certain annihilation,—which would have been realized if Franklin 
and Sumner had turned up. Jackson would have been, as Pope said, “bagged”. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


was attacked by Sigel’s right under Carl Schurz which resulted in 
driving them some distance. On two occasions Schurz was hard 
pressed and was only able to stand the shocks of the enemy through 
the superior bravery of the First, Third and Eighth Regiments of 
Kearny’s Division. 


“VICTORY IN THE HOLLOW OF OUR HAND.” 
—LINCOLN. 


At 10:30 the enemy advanced in great force and Hooker’s Division 
of Heintzelman’s Corps was ordered to the front. Grover’s Brigade 
of Hooker’s Division fought the enemy for about two hours des- 
perately; but being overpowered by superior numbers for the first 
time in the war, Hooker fell back !—Not, however, till this movement 
had exposed his flank. The back movement of our troops from their 
position exposed the left flank of General Kearny. The rebels were 
now behind the embankment of a new railroad, and Kearny leaving 
one Brigade—the 63rd Pennsylvania—to hold the right flank of 
the Union forces immediately changed front and led two Brigades 
to the assault attacking the enemy in the flank. 

This cross fire drove the enemy across the railroad and through the 
woods! Randolph’s and Graham’s batteries of Kearny’s Division 
now let fire and sent the enemy backward in precipitate retreat. 

The rebels were now driven from the corn fields beyond the rail- 
road from the woods; and pressed hard by Berry’s Brigade on to the 
heights beyond! Night coming on further progress of the Union 
forces was impeded; but with the assistance of two regiments of 
Stevens’ Brigade, Kearny maintained his advance position during the 
night. Morning found them on the field! ** 

During the night of Friday the 29th and early Saturday morning 
the 30th McDowell and Porter arrived. Porter was sent to turn the 
enemy’s right; and Rickett’s Division of McDowell’s Corps relieved 
Kearny in Front. 

The morning of the 30th opened with light skirmishing from Rick- 
ett’s Division. At two o’clock Porter opened the attack. The can- 
nonading soon became general; the enemy replying with heavy rifled 
pieces. | 

The fighting now became severe along the enemy’s right under 


18 In the “Second Battle of Manassas” by the Rebel Colonel Robert M. Mayer, 
then fleeing the embankment, we read: “The charge of the Federals was unsur- 
passed in gallantry by any made during the war and was not exceeded by 
Pickett’s at Gettysburg. To have broken the ‘Stonewall Brigade’ composed of 
troops equal to Napoleon’s Old Guard was an act of gallantry not to be sur- 
passed by any troops of any army. The dead lay peculiarly thick just in front 
of the embankment, one on top of the other. General Brockenbrough wrote: 
‘The Stonewall Brigade was broken and scattered through the woods.’ ” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Porter, Sigel and Reno; and after a desperate fight the enemy forced 
McDowell’s left and the left of the whole army through the woods. 

The fight now became general. The artillery shook the country 
beyond! And the battle field was the wrestle with death! Rickett’s 
was attacked, the enemy advancing in line under a cover of three bat- 
teries; and after a severe fight McDowell’s Corps fell back owing to 
the concentration of superior numbers on their decimated ranks. The 
whole infantry line of the left flank now seemed to be in retreat; but 
they were simply changing their position under orders from General 
Pope. The breaking of the left also made it necessary to change the 
position of the right ; and Kearny on the extreme right was ordered to 
cover this movement and to hold the enemy now advancing in check. 
This was successfully accomplished by a charge of the main Regi- 
ment of Birney’s Brigade. 

Rickett’s Division was now rallied on the hill with Kearny’s; and 
Kearny, Rickett, Gibbon and Reno were all that were left to dispute 
the advance of the enemy towards the bridge; where unknown to 
Kearny lay the dead of his noble New Jersey Brigade who had heard 
the voice of his guns. 

Reno soon became engaged on the left and gallantly drove the 
enemy back. Rickett’s at 7 o’clock in the evening under orders from 
General Pope fell back to the heights at Centreville; Reno following 
at a later hour. 

This left Kearny without his support; and with Gibbon quietly 
withdrew to Centreville Heights commanding the Plains beyond. 
Firing had ceased and the Union Army lay drawn out all the night; 
but no enemy made his appearance! 

Such Kearny’s History of his military doings through his Chief of 
Staff, presented to the Tribune correspondent, himself standing by 
offering suggestions and correcting. The despatch in the Tribune is 
dated Headquarters of the Army, Centreville Heights Virginia, Sep- 
tember ist, 1862. At Chantilly, two days later we shall let the 
Tribune correspondent report for Kearny who delivered no report, 
save this, of this battle. 

Kearny’s document covers several new episodes; and points of 
controversy. Kearny’s simple map of the Field, “per se” a classic 
document, now published for the second time, burns to bits the com- 
plex topographs of the Books ; makes the whole field so easy to under- 
stand. Besides it has been written that the success of Kearny’s 
assault, as his Brigades’ escape at Seven Pines, was based on his 
reconnoissance in March 1862: At no point in McDowell’s Court of 
Inquiry was the Ewell phase of the object of the order to McDowell 
revealed: To keep Ewell from joining Jackson. Kearny’s leading 
part at “Bristoe’s” Station is now written into history. The closeness 
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Kearney forded Ball Run ove wile above the 
vridpe, whieh wae destroyed, and found Nigel's 
trvops in line of Lotte, their right resting on Lees- 
burg ruad ave wbeir left on Bal kun. 

PLAN OF ‘THLE BATTLE-FIELD 
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Kearney iuinsdistely formed bis troupe W the 
right of Sivel, Mia nicht resticg cu Bull Rau, the wwo 
Divisionp malaog «curve. Hooker.aid li :10 were 
the reverve. At 10 o'clock on Fridsy the enemy 
‘were attacked by Sigel’s right, under Car! &sburz, 
which reenlted in Criving them ecme distance. 

Oo tym ovensions Schurz wae brrdly preened, and 
was ouly able to siaud tie ehocke of the euemy 
turough the enperior brave re of the -t, “4, aed Eth 
New-York Reuinieuta of Keerney’s Division. 

At 10:30 the cnemy udvacced in preus tocce, aud 
Heintzelman’s and Hovker's divisions of L-antzel- 
wan's corps, Were oide,ed to the front, Angur's 
brigade of Greenough’sa divigion toncht the enemy 
for abont two hours deaperntely, but bei vr overpow- 
ered by superior mumbere, for wie first time se the 
war, Hooker foil hack—not, however, uni! Ana's 
brigade had exposed bis funk. Tho back movenent 
of car troop- from their position expoved the Jeft of 
Kearney. The Rebels were now bebind be em- 


bupkwent of a naw railrond. Kearney, leavi 
one brigade to bold the right flunk of the Union 
forces, wamediutely chunyzed front und lod two brig- 
oden to the assault, atracking the enemy in the feuk, 
thus: 





This croes fice drove tho enemy across the railrved 
and through the woods. 

Ravdolph’s und Graham's Ba'teries now ket fire, 
aud sent-the eLemy backward im w precipitate re 


trout. 

‘The Rebels were now driven through the co-nfeld 
beyond the railroad tro:n tho woods, and pre -sed bard 
by Birvey’s Briva:le on to the bixbts beyoad. Night 
coming on, ‘the furtter progisae of the Union forves 
Wis impeded; but witn the assi-tance of two regi- 
nents of Siepheve’s Brigade, Sees maintained 
his advanced porition dusing tke night Morning 
found Lbegn em the fel, - 


Plan of the Battlefield Drawn _ by 
Kearny for the New York Tribune the 
Day of His Death (New York Tribune, 
September 4th, 1862). 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of Kearny’s pursuit—therefore the Federal Army’s pursuit—of Jack- 
son’s retreating forces, generally slurred over as hours apart, is em- 
phasized in Kearny’s driving in their videttes; and then the Cavalry- 
Infantry battle near Centreville—‘‘the Battle of Centreville” for 
identification—where Stuart’s Dragoons’ defeat 1s revealed. General 
Birney’s “capture” is a scene which teases the fancy,—a General in a 
scrub race! 

The topographical and other details of the great assault on the 29th 
are chronicled—never before revealed;—for Kearny died before 
completing his Report. Only two Brigades led the assault; a cross 
fire drove the enemy across the railroad embankment. Randall’s and 
the great Graham’s batteries sent the enemy in precipitate flight; and. 
the Rebels driven through the cornfields as far as Groveton Heights! 
Then Kearny left without supports, “withdrawing quietly’ to Centre- 
ville where he had fought the third battl—of “Centreville”’—of the 
Army of the Potomac, and of Pope’s army, on the Plains of Manas- 
sas. And to go back to a controverted point: Kearny’s Division, in 
the Brigade of General Berry, arrived on the field the first of the 
troops of the Army of the Potomac, at seven o’clock on the 29th. 
No delay as Heintzelman suggested in his report after Kearny’s death. 
Kearny moved forward about 1 o’clock in the morning as Pope re- 
quested him. 

All this time while Kearny was fighting, General Sumner with his 
Corps, was within sound of Kearny’s guns as at Williamsburg. Sum- 
ner did not this time as at Seven Pines respond to the cry of Kearny’s 
cannon! To Captain Sumner exactly a quarter of a century ago, 
August 9th, 1837, Second Lieut. Kearny had made his first report 
about his first assignment: ‘Escort to seventy-five Pottawattomies”’! 
Phil. now makes his last report. Phil. signed his Sumner report; this 
report was not signed. General Birney turned it in with an endorse- 
ment that it was Philip Kearny’s, “Dead in Battle.” But as Phil.’s 
first, so Phil.’s last Report is of historic and personal interest. 


REPORT OF BATTLES, GROVETON TO BULL RUN 
By Puitiep KEARNY 


I report the part taken by my Division in the battles of the two 
previous days. 

On the 29th on my arrival I was assigned to the holding of the 
right wing, my left on the Leesburg Road. 

At five o’clock, thinking—though at the risk of exposing my fight- 
ing line to being enfiladed—that I might drive the enemy by an 
unexpected assault through the woods, I brought up additional troops 
of Birney’s regiments—the Fourth Maine, Colonel Walker and Lieu- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


tenant Colonel Carver; the 40th New York, Colonel Egan; First New 
York, Major Burt, and 1o1st New York, Lieut-Colonel Gesner—and 
changed front to the left, to sweep With a rush the first line of the 
enemy. 

This was most successful; the enemy rolled up on his own right. 
It presaged a victory. Still our force was too light. 

My loss in killed and wounded is over 750,—about 1 in three; in 
some regiments engaged a great deal severer. None taken prisoners 
except my Engineer Officer, who returned to a house supposed to 
be held by the Troops alluded to,—who had ceded ground “without 
warning us.” 

It makes me proud to dwell on the renewed efforts of my Generals 
of Brigade, Birney and Robinson. 

The loss of officers has been great; that of Colonel Brown can 
hardly be replaced. Brave, skillful, a disciplinarian and a charming 
gentleman, his 20th Indiana must miss him! The country misses in 
him one who promised to fill worthy high trusts. 

The Third Michigan, ever faithful to their name, under Colonel 
Champlin and Major Pierce, lost 140 out of 260 combatants. 

Colonel Champlin is again disabled. 

The staunch 4th Maine, under Colonel Walker, true men of a rare 
type, drove on through the stream of battle irresistibly. 

The Pennsylvania Volunteers were not wanting. They are Penn- 
sylvania Mountain men—again have they been fearfully decimated. 
The desperate charge of these regiments sustains the past history of 
this Division. 

On the 27th with two sections of Robinson’s First Brigade Captain 
Randolph had powerfully contributed to General Hooker’s success at 
Bristoe’s Station. 

Captain Graham, First United States Artillery, put at General 
Sigel’s disposition, as repeatedly drove the enemy back into the woods 
as the giving way of that Infantry left the front unobstructed. His 
practice was beautifully correct and proved irresistible and rendered 
important service with General Reno, detached thereto, firing late 
into the night.*4 

Very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, 
Commanding First Division. 
To Colonel George D. Ruggles, 
Chief of Staff to Major 
General Pope. 


14 Captain Graham became a distinguished Major General. His father, Colonel 
J. D. Graham, had served Kearny as faithfully—as Kearny did his son in exalt- 
ing him—in this report—by recommending Kearny to the Saumurian Commis- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny’s assault on the Confederate position at five o’clock in the 
afternoon of the 29th was the high light of the campaign and the 
Sign of Victory. The scene is worth a close-up from among a cloud 
of witnesses, professional and secular. 

General Pope singles out Kearny’s attack as the hour of Destiny 
for his Army! Pope was as fiercely, as justly bitter in his denuncia- 
tion of Porter—McClellan’s Sacramental Symbol—and no doubt dis- 
turbs the modern Soldier on Paper that if Franklin’s or Sumner’s 
Corps of McClellan’s Army—3 hours away since the 26th—had been 
on the field that day—or had Porter used his Corps already on the 
field—the war would have ended between Thoroughfare Gap and 
Centreville! Had McClellan left Harrison’s Landing August ath, 
Pope would have been driving Lee towards Richmond, anticipating 
Grant’s Campaign two years later! 

Lincoln thought and wrote of and apprehended these very con- 
sequences of McClellan excluding all but his “Puppy Clique’ from 
his counsels and had warned of the danger. According to his honest 
Secretary of the Treasury—the Boswell of the Johnsons of Lincoln’s 
Cabinet—a meticulous Reporter, clothing his characters in the leaves 
of his Diary with the silken garment of Truth, Lincoln attributed 
Pope’s failure to cinch the hour of Kearny’s triumph, to a Concert of 
McClellan, Franklin and Porter, to stay Kearny’s hand from biting in 
its masterly vice “the victory” which Lincoln said “was in its hol- 
low,” when five o’clock struck its music on McClellan’s ears who was 
“lying” supine, like a wingless fiy with Franklin at Willard’s Bar! 

Pope reports: About 5:30 P.M. when General Porter under orders 
to march at dawn—twice repeated—was expected to be coming into 
action, I directed General Kearny to assault the left of Jackson’s posi- 
tion on the railroad embankment.1® The attack was made with great 
gallantry and the whole of Jackson’s left was doubled back towards 
tts center: After a sharp conflict of one and one-half hours General 
Kearny occupied the field of battle with the dead and wounded 
of the enemy in our hands. At 8 P.M. the greater part of the field of 
battle was occupied by our Army. 

Nothing was heard from General Porter up to that time; and his 


sion which resulted in Kearny’s becoming instinct with the French Cavalry 
Genius; and it is a pleasure to note that Prof. Carroll Storrs Alden of the 
Naval Academy has written a fascinating biography of Commodore Kearny 
published in the Fall, 1936. Prof. Alden’s charming wife is a daughter of 
Capt. Graham! 

15 What must have been Kearny’s thoughts when he received this order “know- 
ing” Porter would fail him. “Theirs not to reason why; theirs but to do and 
die!” The confederate—distinguished soldier of the Prussian Dragoons—serving 
on the embankment, Heros Von Borcke, states: “at five o’clock the advance of 
Longstreet’s Corps made its appearance”. Porter’s claim that Longstreet arrived 
about noon is not tenable; see infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


force took no part in the action but was suffered by him to remain 
idle within sight and sound of the battle. If he had attacked at any 
time before 8 we should have crushed Jackson. And yet all this time 
a fierce battle was raging in his immediate presence.’® 

The Confederate Captain Bartell, in his Military Record of Louisi- 
ana—Soldier opposing Kearny—knew Lincoln was right: 

On the 29th of August, the turning point of the battle, a heavy at- 
tack by General Kearny on Jackson’s flank about 6 o’clock P.M. 
was successful enough to double up Jackson’s left upon his 
center. Captain Picard who studied exhaustively Pope’s Campaign 
in Virginia, wrote his conclusions from the Confederate standpoint in 
a book of that name: Pope ordered Kearny to attack on the left; and 
Jackson’s entire left was doubled up and broken by Kearny’s men 
who seized the railroad cut behind which Jackson was entrenched. 
Major Woodward of the Second Pennsylvania Reserves writing “Our 
Campaign” from notes made on the field of battle summarizes them 
in the paragraph that: “the attack was made with great gallantry at 5 
in the afternoon and the whole of the left was doubled back against 
the center.” 

The Comte de Paris in his Civil War in America tells us that 
Kearny on the right who had taken Hooker’s place advanced under 
a most terrific fire. Kearny making a change of front charged the 
extreme left of the enemy’s line, broke it and hurled it back upon 
its center and took possession of the railroad embankment. 

A Confederate Chaplain succoring the wounded at the “Bloody 
Embankment” furnishes us through his magnifying glass of the Blue 
and the Gray, a close-up of the Charge: 

“The Charge was one of the most gallant and determined of the 
War. Kearny’s attack had nearly turned Hill’s lines and as General 
Hill says: ‘the chances of victory trembled in the balance’”! Major 
General de Trobriand, writing from the Embankment bears his true 
witness : 

Kearny played an active and brilliant part in the series of combats 
which Pope had to fight. At Manassas he attacked the enemy so 
vigorously that he drove the enemy beyond the railroad which cov- 
ered him. This partial success ought to have given us victory. In 
fact Kearny’s attack should have coincided with an attack by Porter’s 
Corps on the right of the Confederates. But Porter had not come 
into action and left the enemy at liberty to send reinforcements to his 

16 The true fault in Pope’s military conduct was his attacking at all, when he 
knew, and had long known, and had so stated to the most responsible officer in 
the Government, that McClelian would not join him. His Adjutant wrote Mrs. 
Kearny that Pope attacked only because “of the certainty of Franklin’s joining 
him”, now revealed for the first time. See infra. Here Lincoln’s letter on the 
Peninsula: “you consult with nobody but Porter and Franklin” is revealing. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


outflanked wing. Kearny was compelled to abandon the ground he 
had gained ; and then the words full of tragedy: “and fortune turned 
against us”! ‘ 

The importance Lee attached to the fierceness of this attack,—to its 
dangerous success,—is well attested : “General Lee had ordered Long- 
street to attack the enemy’s left on his arrival on the field about 
noon; *? but the latter according to his own statement had insisted on 
taking time to recuperate.” 1 A Confederate officer under an official 
rebel imprimatur who was present at the scene has written, “that Lee 
with all the emotion of his heroic nature urged Longstreet to partici- 
pate and help Jackson but he refused.” ?° 


GENERAL GIBBON’S RENDEZVOUS AT NIGHT WITH 
KEARNY ON THE BATTLEFIELD 


A. white flame of fiery and just indignation against McClellan, Por- 
ter and Franklin, burned in Kearny’s wounded spirit—made his 
stump jerk—when at 10 on the fatal night of the 30th, this Chasseur 
d’Afrique, and of. the Imperial Guard, looked across the deserted 
field of battle groaning with its wounded, and beyond to the com- 
fortable Headquarters of the Commander in Chief of the Army of 
the Potomac, and his ‘Political Strategians and Tacticians,” with 
stacked cards scattered over the top of the topographical map of the 
Plains of Manassas, gambling now for a whole week to the music of 
Phil.’s guns jockeying for power and position with Pope’s Army and 
the North; and their discards in the present game: 8,000 dead and 
shrieking wounded youths on the battle field! And at this very 
moment Phil. runs into the ever noble General Gibbon who tells of 
the rendezvous after the lapse of nearly three-quarters of a century: 
While waiting in position I heard some one inquire in a short quick 
tone “Whose command is this?” and turning to look I recognized 
General Phil. Kearny. I walked up to him and told him I was 
directed to act as Rear Guard. He was a soldierly looking figure as 
he sat straight as an arrow on his horse; his empty sleeve pinned to 
his breast. 


17 A most careful analysis of the Key-testimony—about which no doubt exists 
—convinces that Longstreet did not arrive till late in the afternoon, destroying | 
the apparent—but not the real—defense offered by Porter. See Von Borcke: 
supra. 

18 The recuperating feature is pretense. Longstreet—his whole force—was not 
on the field —only the head of the column, Hood’s Texas troops. See Von 
Borcke. 

19 Mr. Henry’s revised Story,—1936,—of the Confederacy contradicts without 
apparent cited authority, these confessed reasons for Longstreet’s failure to act. 
Henry says Porter kept him quiescent. 


[ 361 ] 







































rhe Os SR ry 
YURADH ren = 


rl bavony ait - i? uacis ot holleqraos amr rts 3 

em? smuiio? bas” : ybeger io tly ah cts desc Si 
s & i... sled 

Lt Ol lostte etl) bo zesaso wht od? of bedosite seen 3 

“enol bersbro bad ool Lmensw” + bstesite How @i-——eae .- 

s ble scl? mo levine el no)tiel 2’ymens silt. nt 

no besereni ber tnoprstete-srwo eid ot gnibrooos 198isl edt | 

[nfotto ms + 1 ts0ffo stsiobsino) A © “.sisisquass ot om 

Saris acl siryoe orlt te Insestq esw onw wis nt if 

| begin siuisn siotsl eid Yo noitons sats 


‘ bseviez sd tod nozios| ‘ 
HTIW 2UOVSACMaA 2% OmeTs 


’ 7 of ry m » -« 9 y7" Vt 
DiSliSell il Ad 4A f VAAAA 


i «eilol oil fenrteos strgibai tewt bne yrs 10 semial 
d sbem—tirica bawow e'voises7l at bantd arsine 
wrozest) eit elt to trata isist sft no OF ts godw- 


: : a - 7 
weal>y srit 395 DA ! bisew) Issam! srlt to bas ¢ 


{ 
_ 
iY ' 


bert | bus ,.bobnwow eh dirw goingorg otned ie 
io tsi ni tobmemmoD od¥ te shisha 


i 2 sitio” eid bas pea 

‘ . = 2) 

ase fs rsrgogot elf do got sit 1evo bersfisoe Sihiaa ae 
iw s tot worn inn iney esecansM 2 


y 
4 
his tswoq 10f ynrysdsot Sm uy 2 
on 25 i ot ebrederb thor? bas oth 10 
y . 
38 | ‘ed srit no eitwoy bsbavow Same 
4 ers) sidon 19v9 srt oinr enut did 1119) 
121p-9e1H? thson to sagel ont 15388 2uOVESEIIEN 
> + - Cleat 
 bised I noitieog a¥ anism 
pol Oo) githri as “Seid? et busenrtoed Seen 
mn ° a) 
. i au i ¥ 1 .xnitseal “Sid 
2s . yf yirsit wor . weg 8971 @B 198 "5 


1} iti tod ei ao f‘OjT TS ne 26 Itgion 


> ite ‘sithw firod »—-ymomitest-y971 sl) Io eiaglens Isletas 
zd) moornsiie orl: at.ois! Hi ovinis son bib toowvegnot istlt 2 


-sals200 ao’ g 109 vd bewite sensish—iger on} Jom jue 


fom enr—-93tel slodw eitl-—isstegno.l .semste1q ai swwies? pritersqus 
ey 596 eqoot; exxeT aheotl .naulos sds to beso als 1 
wediw embetinoas wuicobskw 2 off lo—Onot—v101 bestvsn 4 e a 
Joe of stwiinl a'foorcegan! tot enoract bseerlroo oral) make 
tua9esip: er 
® sthes SM AAR ae 28 ; { 13¢ J PS dbs = 


af 8 56 

; , 
ary . 2 7 

: FLA ° q 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Turning toward me he said in his curt way: “You must wait for 
my command, Sir!’ ‘Yes’ I replied, “I will wait for all of our 
troops to pass to the rear. Where is your command, General?” 
“Off on the right—don’t you hear my guns? You must wait for 
Reno too.” “Where is he?” “On the left—you hear his guns? 
He is keeping up the fight and I am doing all I can to help.” 

Then in a short bitter tone he broke out with: “I suppose you ap- 
preciate the condition of affairs? It’s another Bull Run, Sir; it’s 
another Bull Run.” “Oh,” I said, “I hope not quite so bad as that, 
General.” “Perhaps not. Reno is keeping up the fight—he is not 
stampeded. I am not stampeded; you are not stampeded. That is 
about all, Sir. My God! That is about all!” 

It is impossible to describe the extreme bitterness and vehemence 
with which he uttered these words as he rode away towards his com- 
mand. Some two days afterwards, September Ist, General Kearny 
was killed at Chantilly. I have seen one of the last letters he ever 
wrote, dated the 31st, in which he thus alludes to the Battle of Bull 
Run: “The army ran like sheep all but General Hooker and a General 
Gibbon.” And in a letter dated the next day he says: “On the 30th 
nine-tenths of the troops disgracefully fled. I held the entire right 
until 10 P.M. as Reno did the left and Gibbon the main road.” On 
reaching the stone bridge over Bull Run I began to realize the truth 
of what Kearny had said—that it was a second Bull Run! 

The next morning we were awakened early by the entrance of 
Colonel J. H. Taylor, General Sumner’s Adjutant General, who an- 
nounced the arrival of the Second Corps. As Franklin with the 
Sixth Corps had arrived the day before, the 30th, the long deferred 
consolidation with the Army of the Potomac had now been effected ; 
but unfortunately not until the conflict between our divided forces 
and the enemy had taken place. 

Gibbon saw Kearny on the night of the 30th. On the 29th General 
Carl Shurz, German patriot and soldier; splendid type of German 
American,—of American!—tells of Phil. in his Journal entry for 
that date. We see Kearny the Soldier and the way he impressed the 
European. Schurz present on the field adds his witness to Kearny’s 
assault later that afternoon. 


KEARNY AT THE BLOODY EMBANKMENT 
By Scuurz 
At about 10 o’clock in the morning an officer announces that Gen- 
eral Kearny of the Army of the Potomac had arrived in my rear and 
is looking for me. I find him in the open just outside my door; a 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


strikingly fine soldierly figure! One arm, thin face, fiery eyes, his 
cap somewhat tipped over the left side of his head, looking much as 
we might expect a French General to look. He asked me about the 
state of the action and the position of my Command and requests me 
to shorten my line a little towards my left so as to make room for 
his Division on my right and I gladly promised to do so. 

About two o’clock in the afternoon when the fight had dwindled 
into mere exchange of shots between skirmishers, I am advised by 
General Sigel that my Division is to be relieved by the troops of 
Generals Kearny and Hooker and that we are to be put on the re- 
serve. Pursuant to General Sigel’s order, I withdraw my regiments 
from the first line where their places are filled by the two Divisions of 
the Army of the Potomac commanded by two of the most renowned 
fighters of the army, Kearny and Hooker. They delivered during 
the afternoon various attacks upon the enemy, some of which were 
very brilliant, Kearny actually succeeding in “doubling up” Stonewall 
Jackson’s extreme left. Then General Schurz writes an “introduc- 
tion” to Lincoln’s charge of a concert of McClellan & Co. to defeat 
Pope: 

Fitzjohn Porter was cashiered for failure to obey Pope’s orders on 
the 29th. There was a widespread impression in the North that the 
Army of the Potomac, representing the West Pointers in the army, 
when called back from the Peninsula, was seriously disinclined to 
come to Pope’s aid; in fact that they secretly wished to see him beaten 
and humiliated. I had personal experience of this: 

On the retreat on August 31st we found the Army Corps of Sum- 
ner and Franklin at Centreville. There we fell in with a company of 
some brigadiers who expressed their pleasure at Pope’s discomfiture 
without the slightest concealment. Some friends informed me that 
they passed through similar experiences.”° 

Kearny was bitter when he left the field and the word “justly” has 
been rightly used,—jusi/y bitter! Kearny of course wrote no letters 
on the subject; he didn’t have time; it must have taken him half a day 
to write his report and to settle his Headquarters; and he is again 
assigned, on September first, some more rear guard business as at 
Frayser’s Farm—this time to save Pope’s fleeing Army! But his 
oral expressions of scorn and hatred for McClellan’s cowardice and 

20 Kearny was one without distinction,—as being of the old Regular Army,— 
with the West Pointers. But McClellan’s “‘puppy clique’ was of a different 
order! Pope was West Pointer, yet like other Potomac Corps Commanders— 
excluded from McClellan’s crowd. The Clique was political principally,—not 
military. For Kearny—as Lincoin wrote “A Republican,’—or for the Adminis- 
tration to win prestige, was out ef the question. Don’t let others win the war, 
was McClellan’s motto; for I neither can nor want to! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


treason were “Kearny,” ?1—no possibility now of “Military Imbecil- 
ity!” From Maine to California every city and hamlet heard for 
days the roar of Pope’s guns. Phil.*s judgment had been vindicated! 
Phil. had fought, kept the faith, and the crown of national glory was 
assured him. But again was Kearny right? Was further proof 
offered? What had happened to McClellan’s 90,000 men—since 
Kearny’s arrival on the battle field now exactly 8 days ago—not tak- 
ing in nine days’ time a journey which took Kearny two; and only 
two hours’ journey from Alexandria to the battle field! Something 
wrong with that picture! Halleck, Lincoln, Stanton and McClellan 
tell the whole story, a story in telegrams. These despatches need no 
interpreting,—they speak for themselves. But to save time the per- 
sistent despatches to McClellan August 3rd to 23rd and from the 
day of his arrival the 23rd-24th at Alexandria to send forwar 
Franklin’s and on the 25th Sumner’s Corps will be omitted and we 
will go forward to the 27th, after two days of deliberate idleness. 


A JOURNAL OF McCLELLAN’S MILITARY AND 
MENTAL MOVEMENTS—Cont. 


On August 27th Halleck wired McClellan within five hours’ march- 
ing distance to have Franklin’s Corps march in the direction of 
Manassas as soon as possible. At 10:40 in the morning McClellan 
replied that he had sent orders to Franklin to prepare to march, and 
seeks to be informed as to his means of transportation. 

At 12 o’clock noon on the 27th—when Kearny’s Brigade of Frank- 
lin’s Corps had obeyed Halleck, not Franklin, and had trailed the 
roar of Kearny’s guns,—and Taylor was dying in Alexandria,—Hal- 
leck wired that Franklin’s Corps should move by forced marches, 
carrying three or four days’ provisions. To which McClellan replied 
that Franklin had gone to Washington. McClellan adds: will it not 
be well to push Sumner’s Corps? Can Franklin, without his Arrtil- 
lery and Cavalry effect any useful purpose in front? Should not 
- Burnside evacuate his position and cover the retreat of the Army of 
the Potomac; “for I do not see we have force enough to form a con- 
nection with Pope whose exact plans we do not know.” Since Au- 
gust 3rd he had known Pope’s plan from Halleck,—to be joined by 
McClellan! 

On the morning of August 28th Halleck wires directly to Franklin: 
“On parting with McClellan at 2 A.M. it was understood you were to 
drive the enemy from Manassas. I have just learned that General 
McClellan has not yet returned to Alexandria. If you have not re- 


21 Soon weightier voices than Kearny’s will make his characterization sound 
like the grunts of suckling pigs. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ceived his order act at once.” Franklin on the 27th, McClellan on 
the 28th, in Washington, while decisive battles are being fought! 

At 1:05 in the afternoon McClellan, not Franklin, answered: “The 
moment Franklin can start with a reasonable amount of artillery he 
will go.” 

At 3:30 Halleck telegraphs McClellan: Not a moment must be lost 
in pushing as large a force as possible to Manassas so as to communi- 
cate with Pope before the enemy is reinforced.—Still Franklin does 
not move; so at 8:40 P.M. Halleck tells McClellan: “there must be 
no further delay in moving Franklin’s Corps towards Manassas. 
They must go tomorrow morning, ready or not ready. If we delay 
too long to get them rcady there will be no necessity to go at all. If 
there is a want of wagons, the men must carry provisions with them.” 
To which McClellan replies at 10 P.M.: “Franklin’s Corps has been 
ordered to march at 6 tomorrow morning. Sumner with his 14,000 
Infantry with Cavalry and Artillery is here!” 

On August 29th, McClellan wires Halleck: “Franklin’s Corps is in 
motion. If Sumner moves to support Franklin it leaves us without 
any reliable troops in or near Washington. What shall we do? Ido 
not think Franklin is in a situation to accomplish much if he meets 
strong opposition. J should not have moved him but for your press- 
ing orders of last night.” At 12 noon August 29th McClellan tele- 
graphs Halleck: “Do you wish the movement of Franklin’s Corps to 
continue? He is without reserve ammunition and without trans- 
portation.” Turn back now to Pope’s report as to the “material de 
bataille” with which Kearny = Hooker—and Porter even—came 
to the field! 

And now McClellan to Halleck. “Franklin has 10 to 12,000 men 
ready. How far do you wish him to advance?” 

Franklin started and then McClellan wires: What shall I do with 
the troops here? 

At 3-P.M. Halleck musters nerve to tell the young Napoleon: I 
- want Franklin’s Corps to go far enough to find out something about 
the enemy. At 2:45 P.M. General McClellan, in answering a 
despatch from the President himself, asks: What news from the 
direction of Manassas Junction? While all the day long and each 
hour and each minute and split second of each hour the thunder of 
the roar of 300 pieces of artillery shook the ground under McClel- 
lan’s feet and all the citizens of Alexandria—and of course McClellan 
—knew where the enemy was; and where the fighting was ;—<er- 
tainly Kearny’s Brigade knew !—but McClellan adds: “The last news 
I received from Manassas was from stragglers to the effect that the 
enemy was evacuating Centreville and retiring towards Thoroughfare 
Gap. This is by no means reliable.” Then follows McClellan's his- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


toric phrase: “I am convinced that we should use all our available 
forces to open up communications with Pope or to leave Pope to get 
out of his scrape; and at once use all means to protect the Capital. 
Tell me what you want to do and I will do it. It will not do to delay 
any longer.” !! 

Tell me what you wish to do! Why, for two days and a half— 
actually 26 days—the wires have not ceased their monotonous throb- 
bing under reiterated orders to send Franklin, Sumner and the whole 
army forward and yet McClellan wires: “I ask for nothing but will 
obey whatever orders you give!” The common report was that Lin- 
coln fell in his chair in a swoon! 

Halleck now wires McClellan: I have just been told that Franklin’s 
Corps stopped at Annandale and that he was this afternoon at Alex- 
andria. This is all contrary to my orders. Investigate and report 
the facts of his disobedience. Franklin’s Corps must push forward 
as I directed. 

Franklin’s Corps ordered to move on the 27th—the day our record 
begins—with but 24 miles between him and the battle field had at 
the end of three days achieved six miles. Can you blame people for 
wondering ? 

Saturday, August 30th, General Pope telegraphed Halleck: “I 
think you had better send Franklin’s, Cox’s and Sturgis’ Regiments 
to Centreville.” Then this brilliant appeal from Franklin to Pope! 
Safety first! “TI received a telegram from Franklin that he would send 
forward supplies as soon as I would send a Cavalry Escort to take 
out his trains” ! 

On August 30th—Franklin having advanced and halted—Halleck 
wires McClellan: Very wrong for Franklin to stop at Annandale; 
also J am advised by the Quartermaster at Centreville that at all times 
there was plenty of transportation which could have been given 
Franklin if he had applied for it. 

At 11 A.M., August 30th, with the thunder of battle in his ears for 
two days from one direction, McClellan wants to know “which way 
he will move”? Halleck’s answer is crushing: “Send them where the 
fighting is.” 

On the same day at 2:15 P.M. Halleck wires: “Franklin and Sum- 
ner’s Corps should be pushed forward with all possible despatch. 
They must use their legs and make forced marches. Time is every- 
thing.” 

Then comes the tragic news when the “Revolutionists’—as Asst. 
Secty. of War Watson had called the “Puppy Clique”—had accom- 
plished their purpose: “Our troops are all here and in position though 
much used up. I think it would have been greatly better if Franklin’s 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and Sumner’s Corps had been here at Manassas three or four days 
ago. John Pope, Commanding.” 

Before the committee on the Conduct of the War McClellan was 
asked under oath: “Had the Army of the Potomac been brought to 
cooperate with the Army of Virginia with the utmost energy, in your 
judgment as military man, would it not have resulted in a victory in- 
stead of defeat?’ McClellan’s reply—listen intently: “I thought so 
at the time and I still think so’’! 

During these days Gurowski is recording in his Journal: “The re- 
inforcements from McClellan are slow in coming. His pets may not 
object to see Pope defeated !” 

The World, September 2nd, carried this—for the World—remark- 
able editorial: - | A 

General McClellan is universally blamed for this reverse. If his 
troops had been sent forward when ordered, Pope would not have 
been compelled to fight with half his army.?? 

Kearny left the field at 10 o’clock on the night of the 30th. The 
next morning Colonel Gorman, an intimate friend of the son of 
the Confederate Commander-in-Chief, Captain Robert E. Lee, Jr., 
followed Kearny’s bleeding footprints on the 29th—not a pleasant 
scene—but still a part of Kearny’s Biography. Captain Lee vouches 
for the truth of Gorman’s story in his introduction to Gorman’s 
Diary: 


THE FIELD AFTER THE BATTLE AT THE BLOODY 
EMBANKMENT 


Here we had a good opportunity of observing the marked and 
striking differences between the Federals and Confederates who re- 
mained unburied for 24 hours, or more, after being killed. While 
the Confederates underwent no perceptible change in color or other- 
wise; the Federals on the contrary became much swollen and dis- 
colored. This was of course attributed to the differences in the food 
and drink. The Confederates owing to their simple fare could endure 
and did endure more hardships than the Federals, who were overfed 
and accustomed to regular and full rations. 

The hot August sun had parched the grass to a crisp, and it was 
frequently ignited by bursting shells. In this way the clothes of the 
dead were sometimes burnt off and their bodies partially roasted. 

On Sunday the 31st we went over portions of the battle field. In 

22 Of course to repeat a Peninsula observation, no measure of Lee as soldier 
may be rightly taken, if it be true that he was not fighting Pope—and Kearny— 


as enemies ; but cooperating with McClellan, known political ally, intent on mak- 
ing accommodations with his “Enemies” in the friendly Democratic South; see 


infra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


front of the railroad cut, and not more than fifty yards from it, 
where Jackson’s old Division had been attacked, at least three quarters 
of the men who made the charge had been killed and lay in line as 
they had fallen. I looked over and examined the ground carefully 
and was confident that I could have walked a quarter of a mile almost 
in a straight line on their dead bodies without putting a foot to the 
ground! By such evidence as this our minds had been entirely dis- 
abused of the idea that the Northerners would not fight ! 

Dr. Ellis, a Federal Surgeon, passing through the Federal Lines 
to the Confederates’ to succor the wounded, met Colonel Gorman on 
the field; and on that part of the field where Kearny had fought, he 
reported that there was a place one quarter of a mile wide near an 
excavation thrcugh which the Manassas Gap railroad passed, behind 
which a large force of the enemy were posted and against which 
Kearny’s Division had been advanced and that the dead lay in a 
continuous line where they fell. 

Some of the most interesting personal incidents amid a mass of 
such material recorded in Letter, Newspaper and Diary,—the real his- 
tory of the campaign—reveal phases of Kearny’s character, and of his 
thought as he fought on that criminal field! Captain McGilvery, who 
had brought a battery thirty-four miles in 16 hours to reach Heintzel- 
man in support--in which Phil. gloried—telis in his Journal that 
during the fight of the 29th General Kearny rode up to him and called 
out: “You are getting the value out of your ammunition; you are 
giving them just what they need!” 

On the morning of the battle of the 29th Phil. “knew” with his 
illative vision that Porter was to fail Pope. General Ricketts testified 
after Kearny’s death at Porter’s court-martial that at 1 o'clock, 
August 29th, General Roberts, Pope’s Adjutant, became satisfied 
that Porter was not doing his duty in good faith to General Pope; 
General Roberts arrived at that conclusion as well from his alleged 
disobedience to the order to march at 1 A.M. “as from a declaration 
of General Philip Kearny.” General Ricketts had previously held 
General Porter in high estimation. When mentioning this fact to 
General Kearny, General Kearny said: “You do not known him and 
he will fail General Pope.” Kearny wasn’t gulled by these military 
racketeers ! 

What the soldiers of Pope’s Army thought of McClellan’s obliga- 
tion to support Pope; and how it was believed that Kearny’s arrival 
on the field on the 23rd meant the discharge of that debt, is illustrated 
in Captain Noyes’ Diary whose troops huzzahed wildly when they 
catch sight of a one-armed soldier: “I don’t wonder at their cheers 
for now we are assured that McClellan has succeeded in extricating 
himself from the perilous position in the Peninsula, and that our 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


connection was fully established. For one I had now not a particle 
of doubt that every man in that army, in whose rescue we had been 
undergoing the fatigue and danger of the past three weeks, was flying 
to reinforce us.” Then he adds,—“What the result of all this fight; 
how Hooker and Kearny drove back the enemy’s left, swinging our 
right forward to occupy their former position, all are familiar.” 

Then when none other than Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions of 
the Army of the Potomac arrived except the heroic Reynolds’ 2500, 
and Porter’s Corps who didn’t fight; and McDowell quits and his 
Corps lets Longstreet without a struggle pass through Thoroughfare 
Gap, to join Jackson, McDowell became a Symbol of the whole 
_ Bunch of Shirkers to the 8,oo00 dead and wounded in and around 
the plains of Manassas! What were those men’s thoughts as they 
lay a-dying,—as they shrieked out in pain from the abandoned field? 
Were their actual feelings like Kearny’s??? Did they know now 
that only Kearny and Hooker and Reynolds were paying off McClel- 
lan’s debt to Pope’s Army, as Captain Noyes rightly interpreted it! 
So strong was the hatred for McDowell that Lincoln told Welles it 
would be perilous for him to join his Corps! 4 

Colonel Broadhead was found on the field of battle using his last 
little strength to write his bloody testament—a letter which became 
the occasion of McDowell’s Court of Inquiry. McDowell wrote to 
the President: “To his Excellency, the President; I have been in- 
formed by a Senator that he had seen a note in pencil written by a 
Colonel of Cavalry, mortally wounded in the recent battle, stating 
among other causes that he was dying a victim to McDowell’s treach- 
ery ;——and that his dying request was that this note might be shown 
to you. This solemn accusation from the grave of a gallant officer 
who died for his country is entitled to great consideration and I feel 
called upon to endeavor to meet it. And I therefore beg you to 
please cause a court to be instituted for its investigation that this 
act of alleged disloyalty may be inquired into.” 

Colonel Broadhead, a few minutes before his death—his body 
pierced with two balls—wrote from his earthen death bed on the 
field, this letter—‘“‘the original of which was bathed with his blood”’. 


Dear Brother and Sister: I am passing now from earth but send 
you love from my dying couch, the field of battle. For all your love 
and kindness may you be rewarded. I have fought manfully and 
now die fearlessly. I am one of the victims of McDowell’s treason. 
Tell the President, would he save the country, he must not give our 
hallowed flag into such hands. 

28 The only value of Kearny’s thought—and feeling—is that it was “Every- 


Man’s” true thought. 
24 See tnfra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


But the old flag will triumph yet; the soldiers will regild its pole 
now polluted by imbecility and treason. John, you owe a duty to 
your country; write, show up McDowell’s infamy and fence him from 
places where they can send brave men to assured destruction. I had 
hoped to live longer but I die amidst the dangers of battle as I would 
wish. In you and the noble officers of my regiment I confide my 
wife and children. 


A Court of Inquiry was called; undisputed proof was offered that 
General McDowell absented himself from his Corps at the very hour 
when Longstreet was doing the “impossible” by advancing through 
Thoroughfare Gap.?° General Ricketts at the mouth of the Gap 
made feeble resistance. General King further to the East on the 
main turnpike towards Jackson’s position, upon hearing of Ricketts’ 
withdrawal, and after a battle forced upon him by General Jackson, 
retired towards Centreville; and these two Divisions of McDowell’s 
Corps, without a commander, left the vital artery open through which 
the life blood of the Confederacy passed into Jackson’s military 
veins, without which he would have bled to death, with what results 
we have seen. As General Early wrote: at that point Pope lost his 
campaign. Upon these facts being presented to the Court of Inquiry 
McDowell was “Censured”! And Porter ultimately “whitewashed” 
when the voices of the dead—when Kearny’s invincible voice—were 
silent. 

In a private letter of an officer in Heintzelman’s Corps who was 
with Phil. on the 30th, a most significant conversation with him was 
chronicled: I said to Phil.: “This is the last day which is to decide 
the battle, is it not?” “No,” said he, “don’t say it’s so to anyone else; 
but the chance of success was thrown away yesterday. Had Pope 
supported my flank attack by a vigorous attack on the enemy’s front 
we must have overwhelmed Jackson’s forces. It is too bad for I lost 
many fine fellows in gaining the ground we can now never recover.” 
Of course Phil. did not then know of Pope’s innocence and Porter’s 
guilt. 

Then the mystery of Kearny’s report: His sole Engineer prisoner ! 
This is how it happened and the hero of the tale was Lieutenant 
Briscoe, a Dublin University Graduate, whom Kearny had called 


25 The Charleston Daily Courter, September 10th, speaks through its army 
correspondent then on the field—the ablest of the southern correspondents in the 
war—to this effect: The Gap is a place which 1,000 determined troops and a 
battery of artillery could hold at bay for weeks ten times their number. ... A 
singular belief prevails that McDowell is playing into our hands and will not 
fight if he can avoid it... . At five o’clock heavy fighting has commenced on 
our front. Signed, Personne. The very hour Von Borcke said Longstreet’s 
head of column arrived. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


to his staff incident to Briscoe’s retort about building trenches at 
Seven Pines. | 

Briscoe was directed by General Kearny and’General Birney to 
accompany them to a house which Phil. had selected as headquarters. 

“That house is in the possession of the enemy,” said Briscoe ;— 
“Nonsense,” said Kearny; “you are timid, Lieutenant, come ahead.” 
“Well,” rejoined Briscoe, “if you think I am mistaken, let me ride 
in advance. If our men hold the house I will fire my pistol.” “All 
right,” replied Kearny; and Briscoe rode forward into the rebel 
lines! Of this Kearny tells us in his letters; he makes the incident 
an amusing one. But he does not tell the last chapter. 

Young Briscoe had the distinguished honor of being sent to the 
notorious Libby Prison—among the first from that field—and in 
after years Briscoe gloried in the episode; he had actually saved 
Kearny’s and Birney’s lives! See Kearny’s last letter. 

Sergeant Crotty of the Third Michigan Regiment which had lost 
160 out of their 240 men, tells us that as the remnant of his regiment 
passed General Kearny, Phil. cried out: “Oh, what has become of 
my gallant Third.” ... “I shall never forget his look of anguish 
as he asked the question; and the tears rolled down his manly cheek. 
“Get back to the rear,’ he says, for he knows our ranks are too thin 
to be of more service, at least in this battle. The Red Diamond 
Division of the Command of one-armed Phil. Kearny is ready to 
contest with the rebels if they attack!” Which was to be done at 
Chantilly! Again saving the heroic fleeing army, betrayed and 
swindled by its “Guides” blinded by political and military ambition! 
Rebel wolves in sheep’s clothing! The Gray hidden under Union 
Suits! The deliberate judgment of the Chief Justice of the United 
States—soon-to-be by Lincoln’s appointment—that the Chief Blind 
Guide ought to be shot! Not shot like Kearny’s heroic Pennsyl- 
vanians, in the “Charge of the Three Hundred,” by the honest open 
enemies of the United States, but by the survivors of Kearny’s 
Brigade at Bull Run Bridge, and of his glorious Third Michigan, 
and heroic 63rd Pennsylvanians, in the Assault on the 29th. 

In “Under the Red Patch”, for three hundred of the 63rd Penn- 
sylvanians,—all that was left of the original eleven hundred of whom 
Kearny took command at Yorktown—the honor is justly claimed 
for a feat equal to any in the Civil War. 


THE CHARGE OF THE 63RD PENNSYLVANIANS 
AT BULL RUN 


We moved into the woods and halted. Colonel Hays was sitting 
on his horse at the left of our line. Just then we saw a body of men 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


move in a direction that would bring them across our left. But owing 
to the thick underbrush and trees, we could not see them distinctly. 
We supposed from that position, that they were our own men and 
did not pay much attention to them. General Kearny had ridden up 
and was conversing with Colonel Hays, when a member of Company 
B, who had been sent out as a Flanker, came running up breathless 
pointing to a force moving in our direction, and exclaimed: “General 
Kearny, get out of this. They are Rebels and you will be shot.” 
Kearny leaned down to his horse’s neck, and peering under the 
branches of the trees exclaimed in his well-known jerky style: “What 
are those, Rebels ?”—‘Yes, General, and there are lots of them.” 
Kearny studied a moment and then exclaimed, “Move your regiment 
until the right rests where the left now is and charge and the day 
is ours!” 

This was a terrible order, sending three hundred men to charge 
a rebel force of several thousand with no supports available, as the 
battle was raging in all parts of the field and so we were left to 
fight it alone! 

Sergeant Nesbit was directed by Colonel Hays to advance to what 
he considered the length of the regiment and halt as a marker. He 
did so, and we moved forward by the left flank until we reached 
where he stood. Halting and fronting face, we dressed the line and 
as the word “Charge” rang out from the Colonel we dashed forward 
with loud yells led by the gallant Hays! It was desperate work! 
The enemy waited until we got close up and then poured such a 
withering fire into our line that it seemed to shrivel up and auto- 
matically reel back. Rapidly rallying we made another effort to face 
the war storm and again approached their positions. But the fire 
was too murderous and we were again compelled to fall back leaving 
many men, and among them Colonel Hays, seriously wounded, hav- 
ing one leg shattered and compelled to retire. Major Kirkwood 
assumed command oi the regiment and after a short breathing spell, 
we again charged. This time we almost reached their line; but the 
fire was simply terrible! We broke rank and every man took to a 
tree, sheltering himself as well as he could loading and firing as 
rapidly as possible. Many a poor fellow, as he stepped from behind 
a tree to deliver his fire, dropped dead in his tracks! The rebel line 
began to overlap our flanks and enfilading warned us that we must 
get out of this quickly or none would escape. Major Kirkwood was 
wounded and Captain Ryan assumed command. Another charge 
was made and Captain Ryan was wounded. Flesh and blood could 
stand such butchery no longer, and the cry was made, “Rally to the 
Colors”! This was done and the remnant of the regiment carrying 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


those colors, promptly moved off as the sun was setting on the field, 
worn out with desperate fighting, with only 85 men fit ae duty. 

“The Charge of the Light Brigade has been inimortalized in song 
and story ; but looking at it calmly, the ‘Charge of the Three Hundred’ 
of the Sixty-Third gRetinese against the entrenched line of the 
enemy, over 5,000 strong at Second Bull Run, was every bit as 
desperate and daring. They, as well as Captain Nolan’s Six Hundred 
men, knew it was a mistake; but they nobly obeyed the orders that 
hurled them, a mere handful, against overwhelming numbers, not once 
but three times and they never faltered.”—-But had Porter attacked, 
or had McClellan’s 50,000 idle troops been in action on that field 
the 63rd would have in a true sense won the war! For although 
their Historian construed Kearny’s order as a mistake it was in 
reality an essential part of his assault on the Embankment. Turn 
back to his “Amanuensis Report”, and read the record necessarily 
unknown to this Historian: “Leaving one Brigade—the 63rd—to 
hold the right flank, Kearny led two Brigades to the assault... 
and after attacking the enemy ... and turning Jackson’s flank, 
morning found them still on the Battlefield!” 

The eye of the Humanitarian turns away blinded—his heart un- 
willing to be hurt—from the record of Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divi- 
sions!26 We have just seen the 63rd pared down, 1100 to 75! 
Largely viewed and in the distance, without statistics blurring the 
record, Kearny’s Division—and take this for Hooker’s too, if we 
believe Heintzelman—engaged in tweive major or important battles 
which was four times as many battles on the average as any other 
Division save Sumner’s Divisions fought; and two and a half times 
as many as any Division in Sumner’s Corps; three times as many 
battles as any Division in Franklin’s Corps; four and a half times 
more than any in Keyes’; four times more than any Division in 
Porter’s; four and a half times more than any in McCall’s; and in 
six battles Williamsburg to Glendale to Chantilly—-Hooker’s Division 
excepted—the brunt of the fighting in each battle had been borne 
by Kearny’s Division, placed always at the critical point and always 
victorious! Such the record and on this record the report of Gen- 
eral Heintzelman is a sad and appalling commentary: 

“General Hooker’s Division had about 10,000 men when it landed 
at Yorktown last April; and after the battle of Seven Pines was 
reinforced by 3,000 more. At Fairfax Station, September Ist, it 


26 Remember, too, at Williamsburg and Seven Pines only a fragment of 
Kearny’s Division participated. Next to Kearny’s losses owing to Porter’s dis- 
aster—all of his three divisions engaged—alike at Gaines’ Mill and Second Bull 
Run, his losses were nearly as great as Kearny’s and Hooker’ s—Heintzelman’s 


Corps. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


drew rations for 2400 men. General Kearny’s Division suffered as 
much; and then Pope writes this commentary : 

By the time the Corps of Franklin and Sumner joined us 19,000 
strong at Centreville, the original Army of Virginia, as well as the 
Divisions of Kearny and Hooker, and the Division of Reynolds, had 
been so much cut up by the severe actions in which they had been 
engaged, and was so much broken down and diminished in number 
by the constant and excessive service they had performed that they 
were in little condition for any effective service whatever, and re- 
quired and “should have had some days of rest to put them in any- 
thing like condition to perform their duties in the field.” And yet 
tomorrow see the army rushing to the side of the Centreville Turn- 
pike to see Kearny’s Division marching off the field as on parade! 
Kearny’s letters now reveal for the first time what were his actual 
losses—1I4,000 men preparing the way for McClellan to travel to 
Richmond upon a road upon which McClellan, when Kearny was 
ready to proceed, “‘Flashed the Red”! 

And these battles on the Plains of Manassas emphasize with slight 
caricature the startling truths that McClellan possessing 13—plus or 
minus,—Divisions fought the several battles of the Peninsula Cam- 
paign principally with only three or four, and all the time blaming 
Lincoln for not reinforcing him! And of these Divisions two were 
Kearny’s and Hooker’s aided by Sumner’s two divisions which fought 
almost at the tail end of Williamsburg and Seven Pines. Although 
conducting an offensive campaign with vastly superior numbers— 
gradually increasing in his favor during the great retreat—against 
the enemy’s Capital City, McClellan took the initiative—offensive— 
in no battle except at Oak Ridge. And, mirabile dictu, while crying 
aloud for reinforcements—now plainly a political cry to shift the 
blame as at Gaines’ Mill to Lincoln’s shoulders—he possessed 115,000 
troops at Yorktown against Magruder’s 11,000 yet he lay down to 
a seige! At least 100,000 ready for action, probably 130,o00—total 
193,000 !—against Johnston’s 30 to 47,000 at Manassas in late 1861 
to 62; and yet no offensive except Kearny’s battle—on his own 
initiative—at Sangster’s Station. With 115,000 at Williamsburg 
against Johnston’s 53,000; a like number against 60,000 at Seven 
Pines; and with 105,000 against 85,000 in the Richmond offensive 
at Oak Ridge; and during the Retreat with an increasing proportion 
in his favor through Lee’s loss of larger numbers; yet no attack save 
Kearny’s battle at Oak Ridge! And never commanding in person 
if commanding at all! Yet through all this period he asserts with 
the apparent confidence of a man convinced of a great Truth that the 
enemy forces were either vastly superior to, or double his own,— 
Read Kearny’s letters! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The conclusion is invincible that McClellan had a motive and the 
motives assigned in Kearny’s letters, one or the other, now excluding 
military imbecility, is the key to his numbers! How could Kearny 
know, who had no Intelligence Service, how could Kearny know, and 
so write to Parker, relatively the true numbers and McClellan be 
ignorant! Let’s don’t be gulled, as McClellan would have his army 
gulled in the great retreat about reinforcements at hand at Harrison’s 
Landing! McClellan was playing a game of Politics; shifting the 
blame to Lincoln! Either that or read Kearny’s letters. 

The scorn and contempt which Hooker—the dauntless Captain !— 
after Kearny’s death, felt for McClellan shot like tongues of flame 
in McClellan’s face in reply to McClellan’s call for Kearny’s and 
Hooker’s Divisions to march with McClellan to Antietam, who 
Hooker well knew had betrayed the Nation and Pope’s Army—had 
personally betrayed Hooker and Kearny: 

Your despatch to General Heintzelman has been presented to me. 
It is my duty to report that Kearny’s and my Divisions are in no 
condition to march and from their great losses in battle are in no 
condition to engage the enemy. I have lost all my valuable officers 
and what my Division did not lose on the James,—that for you, 
General McClellan !—was destroyed in our late detour into the coun- 
try. Kearny’s is not much better. Joseph Hooker, Major General. 

In the course of our travels during the four days of Pope’s 
Manassas campaign, “Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade” figures pre- 
eminently in the news all over the world! London and Paris news- 
papers are full of it and the South headlines the story. It was as we 
know the first battle on the Plains of Manassas; it was the first 
battle with Pope of the troops of the Army of the Potomac. 

The Brigade had been sent forward by General Halleck person- 
ally to see what was happening on the plains of Manassas, against 
the protest of its “Puppy Set’? Corps Commander who had abandoned 
it on the Chickahominy.?? 

Little did the Brigade know that Jackson, Stuart and Trimble were 
their opponents, with about 25,000 men. But Jackson knew it! And 
he did all in his power to save his old friend’s brigade from its 
obvious error. It was on this occasion that the remark was elicited 
from him: “Give me a Division like Kearny’s Brigade and I will 
_ take Washington in a day!” 

The most unique version of the affair is a Confederate one—singu- 
lar in many respects—making real Jackson’s sentiment that he had 
really tried to save the Brigade. The Brigade, however, we shall 
see, did not try to save Jackson! 


27 Reread Kearny’s letter. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Half a century: later, Lieutenant Moore wrote the Story of a 
Cannoneer; he saw the engagement; participated in it. 


KEARNY’S BRIGADE FIGHTS STONEWALL’S 
BRIGADE AT BULL RUN BRIDGE 


As we moved quietly along with General Jackson there appeared 
about a mile ahead of us, a line of bayonets glistening in the sun. 
As we halted, I heard General Jackson, and those about him, ques- 
tioning one another and speculating as to what troops they could be, 
whether friend or foeman? Their bayonets were evidently too bright 
for our war-worn weapons; and the direction from which they came, 
and a little later the color of their uniforms being distinguishable, 
no longer left room for doubt. It proved to be a Brigade of New 
Jersey Infantry who had just arrived by rail from Alexandria. 

Jackson ordered us to fire on them with canister which we did; and 
very rapidly as they passed. The Federals moved on in perfect 
order. Suddenly the Federals broke and retired; and most singular 
of all Jackson ordered Rodes’ Division back and let them pass! It 
was as fine a sample of a sham battle as ever I saw and the only 
shot they fired was one at General Jackson! A member of our 
detachment picked up a canteen of whiskey which the Jersey men 
had thrown aside in their flight. We each took a turn and my friend 
began criticising our gunners’ bad shooting! 

Fitzhugh Lee, years later, wrote of this engagement: That General 
Jackson had tried to save the New Jersey troops from slaughter who 
had come up from Alexandria and had attacked near Manassas Junc- 
tion in the belief that it was encountering only a raiding party, “but 
they rushed in and had been wrecked.” 

The Journal des Débats reported the engagement : ‘““The Separatists 
have taken near Fairfax Court House the larger part de la brigade du 
New Jersey. To take nearly an entire Brigade it must have been the 
people of the south present in force.” Indeed it must have been! 

The Richmond Inquirer under late Northern News in the first 
column: The First New Jersey Brigade, General Kearny,—the Bri- 
gade, even in the Southland, “Kearny’s Brigade!”—are reported to 
have engaged the enemy near Bull Run Bridge, where a desperate 
struggle was maintained on our part to hold it. The Bridge is still 
said to be in our possession although the Brigade of General Kearny 
is reported as having been terribly cut up. 

But now Hail and Farewell! 

The Brigade fought for the last time at Glendale—Frayser’s Farm 
——under the command of General Kearny; and its Biographer records 
the Farewell: The news of Kearny’s death was confirmed by official 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


report. The Brigade was deeply moved by the sad news. Every 
man in the Regiment felt his death as a personal loss! Kearny’s 
career in the Army of the Potomac had been so full of conspicuous 
deeds that his death was a great blow to the Government. “It is now 
known,—1910,—that had he lived two days longer, he would have 
been appointed to the command of the two armies.” 

In the battle of Bristoe’s Station, General Ewell again crosses 
Phil.’s path; loses his leg the next day; Phil. thought at the Station. 
As Phil. his arm with Ewell in Mexico where Ewell had two horses 
shot under him and had received under Phil.—as we know—his Bap- 
tism of Fire! Evwell’s leg was amputated almost upon the very 
grounds of the Ewells’ ancestral home, “Stony Lonesome,” four miles 
from Bristoe’s Station where his sister Rebecca, Kearny’s hostess at 
Williamsburg, remained during a year or two of changing occupation, 
—first Federal, then Confederate.*® 

But now on to Chantilly. But before we go, let’s look back at 
Phil. with the Victory in the Hollow of his Hand. In the New York 
Times, of August 31, 1862, is an editorial: In the afternoon of the 
2oth the fight became desperate; the enemy seemed determined to 
drive back our troops. After his usual fashion, Kearny was at the 
head of his Division; cheering on his men and throwing destruction 
at the rebels! The contest lasted till dark and the enemy having been 
driven a mile from their original position, Kearny slept upon the 
field of battle. (Signed) Whit. 


28 A personal letter from Dr. Percy G. Hamlin; supra. 
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CHAPTER XVI 
DEATH IN BATTLE 


Kearny bids goodnight to General Gibbon—actually adios—and 
establishes himself in a small cottage near Centerville, early in the 
morning of the 31st. He prepares his Report of the battle which 
was not signed ; being turned in by General Birney with this endorse- 
ment: Report forwarded as the final Report drawn up by the late 
General Philip Kearny and intended to have been signed by him the 
day of his death. D.H.B. 

Kearny would not have liked that! The Report, though splendid, 
factually, was not one of his finished military classics, such as twenty- 
nine years ago he had “‘Dissertated” at Columbia on the Influence of 
Literature on the Character of Nations! 

Kearny, later in the day, was in council with General Pope; coun- 
seling Pope to take the offensive; a plan which Pope successfully 
adopted. Kearny then was visited by the special War Correspondent 
for the New York Tribune; and Kearny’s aide dictated a History— 
already in the record—of the battles of the four preceding days. 

Meanwhile, Phil.’s tiny orderly was summoned; let him tell the 
story, going back to the battle field to begin it—we see Philip actually 
writing his last report, his last letters—letters testamentary : 


During the engagement the General had occasion to write orders 
which he did on his knee while I steadied the papers with my fingers. 
When noticing that I trembled he asked me what was the matter? 
I replied, “Nothing”, only I was a little frightened. He said, “You 
must never get frightened at anything”. 

After we returned to Centerville early on the morning of the 31st 
he called me into his room; he was then quartered in a small cottage. 
I found him in bed; he gave me some official document and a letter 
addressed to Mrs. Kearny, which I believe was the last letter he 
wrote, and three or four gold dollars and some silver to defray my 
expenses and told me to post them in Alexandria. “He gave me a 
pass through the lines. This was the last time I ever saw General 
Kearny alive or dead.” 

Pope’s plans developing on the 1st of September, Kearny directs 
his Division to proceed to its assigned position marching through 
Centerville on its journey, where Franklin’s, Sumner’s and other 
corps of the Army—too late for the battle—had seen Pope’s panic 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


stricken army flee from the field. Then comes Kearny’s Division! 
But on this important last day of Phil.’s life let’s not paraphrase 
about this thrilling scene but see the sights through General Curtis’ 
eyes along the wayside: 


“KEARNY’S DIVISION! THIRD CORPS OF THE 
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC”! 


A body of troops marching down the road in so orderly and 
soldierly a manner, and appearing so different from others which 
had come from the front, great interest was awakened in them ; aud 
the soldiers of Slocum’s Division rushed to the side of the road along 
which they were marching, and called out, ‘““What troops are these?” 
They answered “Kearny’s Division, Third Corps of the Army of the 
Potomac”, in a tone and spirit indicating the pride and satisfaction 
in belonging to a Division which no one of its members ever mentioned 
without a feeling of exultation in a Corps which enjoyed the respect 
and confidence of its associates and commanders; and above all, a 
Division led by one of the ablest and most popular officers in the 
Army. Cheer upon cheer were given; and when General Kearny 
approached, riding in the rear of his column, he was greeted most 
enthusiastically and given a welcome which was spontaneous and com- 
pelling. 

Now comes Dr. Ellis in his book of “Leaves” in which he presses 
this finely textured flower: Franklin’s Corps arrived at the battle 
ground when the fortunes of the day had been decided! When the 
beaten troops came back, numbers of the stragglers attempted to fall 
in with Kearny’s Division which came back in fine order, and march 
off the field with them. But they were repulsed and kept out of the 
ranks of these old steady veterans ‘“‘who did not desire the companion- 
ship of men like Franklin,” who would not face the enemy by their 
sides on the field of battle. : 

Then a diarist of the Fifth Maine, and aide of General Stoneman, 
makes us hope that the last day was a joyous day for this hard-ridden 
“Hero of the Army of the Potomac”: General Kearny’s last day was 
perhaps the proudest! When he rode with a few orderlies along 
Centerville Heights what a splendid ovation he received from the 
troops without regard to Divisions or Corps! They rushed from all 
sides and greeted him with the wildest huzzahs. “Five hours after 
he had ridden boldly, as became Phil. Kearny, to his death!” 

The entire Federal Army is now routed, retreating,—fleeing,—to 
the Fortifications of Washington; although on the battle field Frank- 
lin’s and Sumner’s Corps remain—of course—supine; and Pope as- 
signed Kearny, Hooker and Reno and the great Isaac Stevens to save 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


his routed army—and its trains—from annihilation, which he knows 
Lee intends, and that Jackson and Longstreet are bound at this 
moment on that mission,—a mission not quite successful by the same 
men in the same business against Kearny and Hooker at Frayser’s 
Farm! Always Kearny and Hooker!! The fact is that in dangerous 
crises neither Pope nor anybody else had a scintilla of confidence in 
any other Captains or Divisions of the Army of the Potomac when 
the salvation of the Union, of the Army and of the Nation was at 
stake—Williamsburg, Seven Pines—but what’s the use of repeating: 
Always the brunt of the battle borne by the archetype West Point 
Battle Soldier, Joseph Hooker, and the Soldier of the Old Army— 
and of the Cavalry West Point at Fort Leavenworth—Philip Kearny. 
But before we go to battle, certainly imminent, let’s go to Kearny’s 
Headquarters where we find him, on September Ist, in earnest talk 
with Chaplain Marks: First talk after Williamsburg, a Soldier’s sub- 
ject. Obedience; Last talk on the Priest’s Professional Subject: The 
life with God! 

For this particular Soldier and for this particular Priest it was to 
be Hail and Farewell.. The Levite felt Kearny went to his death 
walking before God, as in the olden days before man trespassed, with 
a goodly, perhaps a perfect heart. Both de Peyster and Dr. Marks 
felt that Kearny had “changed”; Kearny’s drift in his heart at least, 
was to God. “Changed” they said—another word in the Angles’ 
speech for what the Latins call “Conversion’’. 

At all events, Phil.’s distinguishing love of glory in face of its price, 
was questioned—no man could have lived Phil.’s Peninsula life with- 
out a conversion, whether to or from God. Kearny was no fool to 
say, not in his mind, but in his heart “there is no God”. He still 
followed Fame but with a difference. In chivalric days—Kearny’s 
particular days—a great Engineer, who had built the King, “His 
Havens, Halls and the Queen her Bowers” was also—unlike McClellan 


_—-Bard and knew the starry heavens, and his final valuation of fame 


was probably Kearny’s in seeking it: that Fame was half disfame 
and counterchanged with darkness; yet use gave Merlin Fame—as 
Kearny—and Fame gave Merlin further use—as Kearny. At all 
events, Marks has a good tale to tell and he knows how to tell it. 


PHIL. AND THE POWER BY WHICH THE BLOOD BEATS 
AND THE BLOSSOM BLOWS! 


During the course of our conversation he spoke of the causes which 
led to the disastrous defeat of Saturday; and then of the spirit which 
animated the South; and for the first time in our intercourse, he spoke 


of religion! 
[ 380 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


He regretted that it had been so little his study; but said his 
knowledge of the World and experience had taught him that the only 
hope of the future was in the Gospel of our Lord; and that every- 
thing else would signally fail in producing good will amongst men. 
He said the scene in which we were living more deeply impressed 
him with the value of the teaching of the Bible. 

We parted and in the savage struggle of the evening Kearny fell; 
and “with him a thousand hopes for the country and the Army.” 

Within a month Watts had questioned Phil—a thing never to be 
done—on the subject of his religion; it was plainly none of the be- 
loved questioner’s business and of course he knew it ; but Kearny had 
answered mightily even as became a Soldier: “Responsibility increases 
with the development of our knowledge! As for myself I can answer 
with the veteran Hugh Brady: ‘My knapsack is always packed and I 
hold myself ever ready for the order to march’.” 2 

Kearny’s grandson was supping one night as “‘Pat’’ Collier’s guest 
at the Riding Club,? East 58th St., New York City. A friend tapped 
Kearny on the shoulder: “Mr. Collier has fallen against the elevator 
door and his head is bleeding.” Kearny, Mr. Hazard, President of 
the Polo Association and René La Montagne, Polo Internationalist, 
fellow guests, hastened to the dying Publisher. A year later Bob Col- 
lier sent “To Tom Kearny” a precious memorial volume for “the way” 
—nothing at all under the circumstances—“‘you served Father a year 
ago.” And Bob had written on the fly leaf: Father worked and played 
and dealt with his Fellow Man with a strong sense of responsibility 
to his Maker. That was another Irishman’s ieligton.! ~ Pat’! Phil, 
Kearny salutes you! ® 

1General Brady was one of the outstanding soldiers of the early Frontier. 
Fort Brady, Michigan, was named for him, which he helped to found. No nobler 
type of man ever existed. And yet nobody in the Army knows of him today! 


2 Peter Collier; Founder and owner of Collier's Weekly; of all men the most 
lovable. 

® Once having heard Mr. Collier say that should he be seriously hurt on the 
hunting field, he would want a priest to administer the last rites, the author 
recognizing that death was imminent, went to the cathedral and Father Byrne 
eagerly came and fulfilled his wish. This may serve as an introduction to the 
fascinating story of Mrs. (General) Kearny’s (Diana Bullitt’s) conversion to 
Catholicism at Orléans France by the illustrious Bishop Dupanloup, where the 
General’s son (later General John Watts Kearny) was at School. See the 
history of the Little Sisters of the Poor. Diana brought up all her children as 
Catholics and one of General Kearny’s children became a Religious of the 
Carmelite Order in France—the Order of the Little Flower. Distinguished 
Jewish, Catholic and Episcopal prelates, consulted on the introduction of 
Kearny’s Romance, each agreed it was necessary—the Catholic Bishop char- 
acteristically remarking: Through Diana’s divorce God turned Evil into Good 
—she becoming Catholic; and Phil. expiating his error—‘sin, if so be, in him’— 
by ‘a Martyr’s Death in Battle’—which is the origin of the Title to this chapter ! 
See bibliography for Monseigneur Lelievre’s thrilling account of Diana’s con- 


version. 
[ 381 ] 




























































» 2 AAARA 


2id bise sud p»ybute eid. statit oz ned bs 
vir. ofa tact sich Ielguat Sais 
~ciove jac bos ;beotd ao, to lege 

om, Jegnoms iw boog yrtiouborg ai lial = i 

bsezstqe yigesh stom palvi il snow ow doidw. ni ony: 

aldifi orl? to ynidass? orft do on 

ol yowsea yoinsys alt to aly gguie sgevs¢ ont mi 
‘wnt, has yricto2 oft 20% caged busewots aa 

sq of 32 wat ii o— li hoenoriesr ip s is V4 rit ont 
od off? ty enon vinisla aBw 2 ; corgi ery to mpc 

bed ypraod dud :ti word od sz2eto> io bie egoniend 2 1anenee 

aac viilidjenocessi” :rsibled 6 om zood 26 1979 ia igi sim rs 

7ame cso b Hoey 103 2A Logbsilwond ao to imomTRgg 


> 
ey nh 
~~ 

Fi 
ny 


~ 
A 
s 
a 
4 


] bre badoaq eyawle 2i siosageol ye -vbstél tignH 1919 . 
‘‘dorsm of tebio oft 10t ybser 1sv9 Tia 

2 evil.) “tsT” es trizin smo grigqua esw moebnas S13 2) 

beage? bast? A. .ii)D thoY wert ..te di@z sess 4 dul ge 

‘sotsvele off gasieges mollé] zed t2illod aM” : tabivorta- ang 

to tusbieerT ,biessH iM. .yawssA | “veaiboold- ef besth: 

Jedanonsoisinl olod ,»againoM sl : S19 bas. moiisive af ae 

‘lod ¢ q total veey A toslatidw4 gmiyb alt of boastesd xa 


‘ey ony 30! atauiov iamonram ewores [Ss “vassal mob € 7 
wa907 8 torte beviee woy’’—2s0nstenmmorio sly vob tls Sa ; tit 
bsvelg brs 5 boar w tortie! : taal yh: sit eiinw bed dot be nA 
viilidignogest.to senna vtiome « diiw nBll f t wolls't aid | | 
rs ae ! motatleS ensrorizint rrliens enw ted —a 
Toy eam pe 
wiinowd yiuse off -*9 emib'or gribnetet oft ky 900 sew th 
tolionm O%  bawo? of beglodd st! doiciw ynid sot bomen enw cgi a 
shot mul jo ewor! ywortA ott at ybodon fey bak bates ater 


om sd? nent tle jo .¢)aoe Fl eotllod to wnwo bas 7 sawed Toil 09 ™” 


,, ‘ 
hott: x4 


> ® , . . . > ~ , ah . ti: 
eds nb frun viavaitee » hiveorle talt vee toillo) oM based » 


tus ort aotiz’ dee! ora rateininnbs of joing & tngw blvow ad B 
‘S waited Bue | isp aft Of tuow Jaonimem esw ayvesh he itt i 
! of nowoubouni oy 268 ovice vem eidT § .eiw eid bellalol Bae Sees 
sy olerovinns (eR xnaiCl) etwabeedt (lavas) are Oe te 9 
edt sted awolosu od enorsdewt li orls ed sonst enndiat) § 
9e. Anorok ts # (vero atic Vi ‘Istonod) tots!) 20 7 

26 ooriblichy wri tin one ictetoid sisi] .100 i act to erste old 34 
ila dt nape 11 ip e'¥nveo2l iaronen) to. ane f a 
otziuariteHl —.tewol Tl : Dei. ; the lo rebrO ‘sli—sotere of ope 0 | 
lo. noncubertal sit no bosit moo #otalou _tsqozeiqd onl 
-terlo qedkiG silos am vinesen esw tt boos ee . 
bpor oli Jive benny box) sowvit 2’anrniC fipuowT > 
~ at a od o2 H alec TE a i ridBiC| Lilt dirs ; Sika Ay 
lrosqnilo eile ct of3/T oft ho miata adlt at ‘sitesi ot a 
noo eantiG ie megonce synitaiers e'arveils.t . 


_— 
eo 
— 
— 


hb 


v ms , ' Me Ms a 4\ a L 
‘Sr @ “A y iv "1 re vA + ay eet 4 vi } 
Fi ‘ i " vn} ’ ty Wie Pd A > bate Pi ia eel “ ‘ 


ed 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kearny is now on his way to the head of his Division, marching 
to its post on the field of Chantilly, to fight off the rebel Army even as 
at Frayser’s Farm. He is riding saree officer who wrote of the ride, 
September 12th: I rode with him an hour before his death as he 
passed along the lines and received the cheers and plaudits of every 
regiment he passed ; not only his own but troops of other Corps. Two 
days before in a long talk I had with him he said: “Ah well, when the 
war is over after a quiet sojourn at my Jersey home I will go to 
Paris and lead a happy life and make up for all this discomfort which 
surrounds me here.” 

Then great enemy columns are approaching. Heintzelman’s Third 
Corps—Sumner, McDowell and Franklin, all within a mile !—was or- 
dered to move toward Chantilly where our troops were already con- 
tending with the rebeis for the road over which our trains, equipment 
and troops were traveling. When the Second Division under General 
Hooker was in line of march, and about to march, the First Division, 
General Kearny’s, had already moved; and General Kearny seeing 
the rear of his Division well on the way, spurred his horse to hasten 
forward; and as his companion on the ride wrote, so that he might 
reach the head of his command; for it is well known that Kearny 
was always restless when not at that post: 

“As Kearny passed along the lines of Hooker’s Division, he re- 
ceived such a salvo of cheers from that command, each regiment 
taking up the cheer in succession and all swelling into a universal 
acclamation which rang again and again, that it proved to all within 
miles that a favorite and appreciated general was passing. This was 
a compliment indeed from a rival Division which had fought side by 
side with Phil. Kearny for months in the Peninsula. Kearny showed — 
how much he appreciated the compliment intended, by letting drop 
the reins; and holding his little military cap in his hand and bowing 
low, even to the saddle bow, with head uncovered—his horse galloping 
at the top of his speed—he acknowledged the truly heart-felt demon- 
stration in his favor.” 

Phil. is now at the head of his Division; the Federal troops are 
engaged! General Birney gallops up at lightning speed and reports a 
danger; that General Stevens—the glorious Stevens—had been killed 
and that his Division—so Birney reported—‘had cowardly retreated 
leaving a gap of one-half a mile on Birney’s right.” Birney asked 
General Kearny for Berry’s Brigade to fill it! Kearny replied that 
he had ordered the Colonel commanding Berry’s Brigade to report to 
General Birney and he was indignant at the delay. General Kearny 
then said to General Birney that it was impossible that Reno was 
such a fool as to permit such a gap and that Birney must be mistaken; 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


that there was certainly troops there “of ours”. Birney answered 
there were not! 

At this time it was raining ; a fierce thunder-storm, one of the 
worst the countryside had ever seen, was in the offing; and the smoke 
from the batteries being low, General Birney galloped down to send 
in a regiment to his left. Kearny accompanied him and as the two 
leaped a ditch Phil.’s horse shied; and Phil. remarked to Birney 
“How disagreeable to have a horse behave that way in battle”! 
Kearny then galloped to the right and General Birney saw him no 
more! Later General Birney returned to the battle expecting to 
find him. Phil. had not been seen. Birney writes: I presumed he. 
was a prisoner; but I had the entire battle field searched for him 
during the night. 

Phil. is now alone; evidently he is pushing forward to verify for 
himself Birney’s statement; at least that would be Kearny. Within 
a short time he is seen, still alone, riding in the direction of the enemy; 
he is challenged; doesn’t answer! Lieutenant Colonel Berryman 
2nd U. S. Artillery, let us see Phil. as he flashes past—as of old in 
Gouverneur !—not 20 feet away: I saw General Kearny ride past, 
galloping swiitly, probably between eight and nine o'clock. I called 
to warn him that the troops had been withdrawn but he didn’t hear. 
Fifteen or twenty minutes later, I heard in that direction two musket 
shots, followed by a straggling volley of perhaps 30 shots or less.— 
But now let’s leave Phil. flashing towards his rendezvous with Death 
and view the battle: 

Despite the rout, Kearny had proposed and Pope accepted, the 
Offensive—Defensive; which as the event proved was so “‘unsus- 
pected” that Longstreet and Jackson were driven off the field,— 
certainly Jackson! 

General Pope’s Official Report reveals the plan of the battle of 
Chantilly as concocted by Pope, Hooker, and Kearny. 


SHE BATTLE: PLAN AT- CHANTILLY 


The main body of our forces was so much broken down and so 
completely exhausted that they were in no condition even on Sep- 
tember Ist, for any active operation against the enemy; but it was 
determined to attack in front of Chantilly! The movement of the 
enemy had become so developed and was so evidently directed to 
Fairfax Court House with a view of turning my right, that I made 
the necessary disposition to fight a battle on the road from Centerville 
to Fairfax Court House. Reno was to push forward to the North 
in the direction of Centerville. Heintzelman’s Corps was directed 
to take post in the rear of Reno. Just before sunset on the Ist the 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


enemy attacked us on the right but was met by a counter-attack by 
Kearny and Hooker. A very severe action ensued and the enemy 
was driven back and did not again attatk. 


THE FOUR GREAT SOLDIERS OF THE CONFEDERACY 
FIGHT PHIL. TO DEATH 


But now let’s go to Lee’s tent and follow the battle from the 
Confederate side; for both Division Commanders, strange to say the 
first two Major Generals of the Civil War to be killed, are not re- 
porting; a fact which Longstreet notes; and we may also see two 
scenes of vital interest: Longstreet sees Kearny fall; and the Con- 
federate Commander has a talk with Jackson about the effect of the 
counter-offensive and Kearny’s assault on Jackson’s column! 

Early in the morning of the 31st Lee called General Jackson to. 
his Headquarters, after Lee and Longstreet had planned a movement 
upon the Federal rear. Lee greeted Jackson with a congratulatory 
salutation upon the part he had played during “His separation from 
the main army”! Then suddenly: “Cross Bull Run; and try to. 
intercept the enemy’s march.” To which Jackson replied, “Good,” 
and away he went without another word or even a smile; “but it was 
commonly said that a suggestion of a smile always hung about his 
features, never fully developed!’ Although those very near him used 
to say that he always smiled at the mere mention of the names of 
the Federal Leaders whom he used to meet in the Shenandoah Valley, 
—among whom was the commander in Chief of the Armies of the 
Bear Flag Republic.* 

On the 1st of September accordingly, the Confederates resumed 
their march. At Ox Hill—the name the Confederates gave the battle 
of Chantilly—were stationed as we know the Divisions of Hooker, 
Kearny, Stevens and Reno, and upon these Divisions Stonewall Jack- 
son marched late in the afternoon and deployed for battle! General 
A. P. Hill’s Division was on Stonewall Jackson’s right; in the center 
Ewell’s Division now under Lawton, since General Ewell had lost 
his leg; and “Jeb” Stuart on the left. Two of Hill’s Brigades were 
thrown out to find the enemy and were soon met by a furious attack 
which drove them back in disorder! The Federals thought it neces- 
sary to follow the opportunity, “by giving battle in order to hold 
Jackson away from the Warrenton Turnpike.” Then Longstreet— 

4In the Charleston (South Carolina) Courier of June 23rd, this item was car- 
ried under the caption, “The Yankee Pathfinder”: “Fremont has not proved as 
successful a pathfinder in the Valley of Virginia as he did in his Expeditions 


into the Rockies. He is accused in the Journal of Commerce of making an 
enormous blunder by taking the route he did.” Fremont never found any path! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


whose account we are following—continues: “Kearny always ready 
to second any courageous move, joined in the daring battle.”’! 

At the critical moment, as Longstreet viewed it, a thunderstorm 
burst with great violence upon the combatants, the high wind beating 
the storm in the faces of the Cunfederates. So fierce “was the un- 
expected battle that part of Jackson’s line vielded to the onslaught. 
At one moment, Jackson’s artillery seemed in danger! General Stevens 
was killed. I rode up at this moment and met General Jackson and 
remarked to him upon the number of his men going to the rear. 
‘General, your men don’t appear to work well today.—‘No’, he re- 
plied, “But I hope it will prove a victory in the morning’ ”! 

Jackson’s troops were relieved as Longstreet’s came up to give 
them respite till the morning. While my “relief was going around, 
General Philip Kearny rode to the lines in search of his Division. 
Finding himself in the presence of the Confederates, Phil. wheeled 
his horse and put spurs, preferring the danger of a musket ball to 
humiliating surrender! Several challenges were called; but not 
heeded ; and were followed by the ring of half a dozen muskets when 
he fell mortally wounded. And so perished one of the most gallant 
and dashing of the Union Generals. On September 2nd Lee sent 
his body through the lines under a Flag.” 

Of course, Kearny made no report of this battle, either in good 
or bad English. But let’s follow through with General Kearny’s 
Amanuensis—who has caught Kearny’s spirit—and let him con- 
tinue Kearny’s Report, as seems his right, of the Battle of Chantilly, 
fought on the very day the Herald Tribune imprimatured the first 
installment of Phil.’s “History of the Second Bull Run” by the same 
hand, the day of Kearny’s death. On Thursday, ‘September 4th, 
1862, the Tribune reads first page, first column, under the caption 
“The War in Virginia,” “Account of General Kearny’s Death” in 
the second headline ; then follows: Washington, September 2nd, 1862. 
From Major Birney, Commanding the 57th Pennsylvania Volunteers, 
who took a Flag of Truce to receive the body of General Kearny 
and is escorting the remains to the North, we have obtained the first 
authoritative account of the time and circumstances of his death. A 
dozen versions have been given; some asserting that the General died 
of heart disease; others that he was killed by a shell from our own 
batteries; and still others that he was struck by a rebel shell which 
ricocheted on a hill top and took him on the first bounce. The facts 
are as follows: 

The battle on Monday evening, September tst,—the Amanuensis 
talking—lasted four hours after nightfall. The rain began to pour 
down in torrents; with heavy peals of thunder and terrific flashes of 
lightning. For a time neither horse nor man could breast the storm; 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and the firing which had been going on for some time slackened until 
a lull in the stor:n permitted its resumption. Birney’s Brigade of 
Kearny’s Division was ordered out in line of battle. They had not 
been in place long before General Birney observed that one or two 
regiments on his right belonging to some other Brigade had left their 
position and retired from the field. The fact was reported to General 
Kearny and more troops asked for to fill the dangerous gap. Kearny 
declared it impossible that such an unwarranted movement should 
have been made; but to satisfy himself he galloped off to reconnoiter. 
He inadvertently passed through and beyond our lines‘and was seen 
no more alive! 

General Birney, father to Major Birney, turned to bring up the 
38th New York and put them in that part of the front: and having 
filled the line of battle repulsed the enemy at the point of the bayonet 
and drove him from the field! Hours passed but Phil. Kearny did 
not appear! Eariy the next morning a Flag of Truce came in from 
General Lee with a message that Kearny’s body would be delivered 
up. General Heintzelman at once detailed Major Birney, commanding 
the 57th Pennsylvania, to receive it; and the Major started with a 
Flag, and an escort of Infantry and Cavalry. But before reaching 
the outpost he met a party having the remains in charge. They had 
been informally delivered up to our men without waiting for the 
usual escort to come up. The body had been rifled of sword, pistol, 
watch, diamond brooch, finger ring and the pocketbook in which the 
General always kept a large amount of money. For a wonder the 
thieves had not stolen his boots nor his coat. 

The body was carried to our rear and escorted by Major Birney 
to Washington where it was embalmed. The remains went to Newark, 
N. J., by the five o’clock train in charge of Major Birney. 

“Among the visitors today to see the remains of General Kearny 
was the colored servant of General Kearny, who burst into an agony 
of grief on taking a parting look at the body of his dead master !” 

Kearny, in his last letter, tells of his supper on the battle field— 
chicken and claret at 2 A.M.—xnot served by his servant who had 
beaten it!! 

General Taylor, Lee’s able Adjutant General of the Army of 
northern Virginia, who accompanied Kearny’s body through the lines, 
chronicles these chivalric thoughts so characteristic of him: Under 
orders from Lee, I delivered Gen. Kearny’s body at the Federal 
Lines. It was a sad duty. There was no place for exultation at the 
death of so gallant a man! And as I accompanied his remains, I 
was conscious of a feeling of deep respect and great admiration for 
the brave soldier who as General Pope stated, had died as he wished 
to die and as became his heroic character. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


As late as September 3rd, in New York and New Jersey, doubt was 
thrown on Kearny’s death; and in the Evening Post for that day, it 
was said that “we are inforraed that Mr. Cortlandt Parker of Newark, 
this morning received a despatch from Captain Sturgis at Washington 
dated September 2nd stating that General Kearny was not killed but 
a prisoner in the hands of the enemy and unhurt.” 

Then General Pope—grateful beyond all reckoning—writes this 
Report of Kearny and his Victory,—too bad Kearny couldn’t read it. 
At any rate the Grave had no victory; Death no sting for such a 
spirit : ' 

Just before sunset on the Ist the enemy attacked but was met by 
Hooker’s, Reno’s and Kearny’s Divisions of Heintzelman Corps. 
The enemy was driven back entirely from our front but during that 
engagement we lost two of the best and one of the most distinguished 
of our general officers—Major General Stevens and Major General 
Kearny. 

It is unnecessary for me to say one word in commendation of two 
officers who were so well and so widely known to the country. Words 
cannot express my sense of the zeal, the gallantry and the sympathy 
of that most earnest and accomplished soldier, Major General Kearny. 
In him the country has suffered a loss which it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to repair. He died as he would wish to die; and as 
became his heroic character. John Pope, commanding. 

From within the Federal positions, the last picture snapped of 
Kearny showed him riding, light—swift, towards the enemy’s lines, 
apparently moving towards the Posts which our troops had vacated. 
Then a Union soldier—at the very moment of his death—was the last 
person who heard Phil.’s voice! 

In the driving storm, Phil. drove his blinded horse forward against 
it. Suddenly Phil. finds himself in the presence of troops—his own 
troops of course—that’s where they should have been. Riding up 
to the side of an officer in blue Phil. inquired: “Captain, what troops 
are these? I am looking for my command”. The soldier in blue 
Kearny addressed was Major Hawks, brother of Major General P. 
Hawks, who had also mistakenly entered the enemy’s lines just a 
moment before Kearny rode up; was taken prisoner, was paroled and 
wrote his brother about it later. Swift as lightning and in a whisper, 
the major replied: 

“General Kearny, this is a Confederate line and we are both 
securely in their power. It is sure death to attempt to escape; please 
sir, do not attempt it both for your own and the country’s sake!’ 
Kearny looking around him said gayly:> “Sir, I have a good horse 
here; and can depend on him every time; he'll carry me through!” 


5 “Go in Gayly.” 4 
[ 387 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


As Phil. turned his horse, a Confederate officer called out: “You are 
crazy, Man; you can’t get 10 feet. Don’t be foolish!” General 
Kearny muttered something about they couldn’t hit a barn, 

Kearny’s black colt wheeled, Kearny threw himself forward and 
close upon the animal’s back! Twenty shots rang out! Kearny falls! 
Then springs towards Kearny a Confederate officer, with many 
others, to the point where he lay; not supposing that his wound was 
a mortal one. Just as the officer reached Kearny’s body, however, 
his limbs gave one convulsive quiver and then all was over! Seeing 
that he was a Major General, word was sent to Headquarters; and 
General Jackson coming to the spot immediately, gave one glance at 
the dead officer’s features and exclaimed: “My God, boys, you know 
who you have killed? You have shot the most gallant officer in the 
United States Army. This is Phil. Kearny, who lost his arm in the 
Mexican War.” He then involuntarily lifted his hat; every officer in 
the group followed his example; and for a moment reverential silence 
was observed by all. Subsequently, the body of the dead soldier 
was placed upon two boards; and when removed to Headquarters was 
followed by General Jackson and other officers while a Regimental | 
Band preceded it playing a dead march. 

Lee sent an aide to safeguard his friend’s body; a guard was 
ordered ; the body taken to the Stuart House “Chantilly” at Ox Hill. 
The Aide returns to General Lee after taking from Phil.’s pockets 
all the papers, Lee looks them over; remarks that they are “private 
papers,” burns them without inspection; and directs his aide to see 
that no harm is done to Kearny’s person; and dictates a memorandum 
“to General Hooker” that the body will be sent through the lines 
under escort.® 

The Stuart House had been converted into a Hospital and most 
of the rebel troops viewed Phil.’s remains; and several of them tell 
the story: General Kearny was a large handsome man and as he lay 
there, buttoned in his uniform, presented a splendid specimen of 
manly strength. The Rebels crowded around to view the Yankee 
General. One poor ragged bare-footed fellow cast a longing look at 
the fine Cavalry boots Kearny had on, remarking as he did so, “No. gs 
—just fit for me,” and turned over in his bed, no doubt thinking as 
he did so a great hardship that he was not permitted to appropriate 
them to his own use. 

A diarist records: I overheard a conversation: “Do you believe a 
hog would eat a dead Yankee”. “No, I don’t”, said the other. “Well, 
look there”. I looked also. There were two dead Yankees lying 


® Hooker so stated as a fact to de Peyster when the latter was writing Phil.’s 
biography,—it was Lee’s noble way of complimenting his “two fighting 


enemies.” 
[ 388 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


close to the fence; one had his breast torn open and the greater portion 
of his liver was hanging out. Two or three hogs were at work on it 
tearing it to pieces and eating away with great satisfaction. 

Another Historian of the stormful night Kearny’s body lay in the 
Stuart “Morgue” chronicles that the beautiful Stuart House was shot . 
to pieces, and in its awful halls Kearny’s body lay in state. The 
rooms were so defaced and defiled that it discounted a hog pen in 
filth. In this space lay many wounded and dead, among others 
General Philip Kearny, the most brilliant, chivalrous, dashing officer 
in the Yankee Army. He was killed in a charge and rode in the 
advance with his sword in his hand, and the bridle held in his teeth, 
for he had but one arm. He was a brave, ideal soldier. Most of 
our soldiers viewed his dead body.’ 

The remains were brought to Washington on the 2nd of September 
under charge of Captain G. W. Mindil, Assistant A. A. G., for Gen- 
eral Kearny and Captain Fitz Hugh Birney, Assistant Adjutant 
General to General Birney. The body was embalmed in Drs. Brown 
& Alexander’s place of business in Washington. The Secretary of 
War granted a furlough which he wrote “with his own hand” to 
Captain Birney for five days to take the body to Bellegrove. Birney 
proceeded to Newark; arrived there in the early morning hours; and 
the physical remnants of Philip Kearny were in “Kearny’s Castle” 
at 4 o'clock the next morning,—Journey’s End! 

Speculation was rife as to how Kearny met his end! First a 
prisoner. Then vulgar gossip! No blood stains dishgured his spot- 
less body to mark the point of penetration—at least so the report 
was—a report so firmly fixed in tradition that General McCoskry 
Butt, and General Hugh Scott, told Kearny’s grandson that it was 
generally thought in the Army that the bullet had penetrated the 
anus. This was not so; and to still the strife of tongues, Drs. 
Alexander & Brown, the embalmers, on September 5th, published the 
story—during the next several weeks reported in most of the papers 
in the large cities of America: 


THE EMBALMMENT OF PHIL.’S PERSON 


Noting a prevailing error in regard to the wound upon the body 
of General Philip Kearny in the newspapers, we thought it a duty 
to the public and to the friends of General Kearny to give a true 
statement of the facts: 

A Minié rifle-ball of large calibre entered the body through the 

7 The Charleston (South Carolina) Courier, September 17th, gives the follow- 
ing from a letter from Captain W. K. Backman of the German Artillery Volun- 
teers: “This morning I saw the body of General Kearny, a fine looking gallant 
officer, who lost his arm in Mexico.” See Gibbon’s Recollections. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


gluteous muscles a little back of the hip joint; hit the pelvis; pene- 
trated the os innominata; passed through the abdominal viscera to a 
point well above the umbilical cord; and slid up between the skin and 
the sternum just under the skin to the centre of the breast. 

We cut the ball out which was much flattened and abraded in the 
resistance it met passing through the bones. 

We placed the missile in the hands of Captain Morford of General 
Kearny’s staff to be delivered over to his family who will no doubt 
keep it as the most valuable record bequeathed to them by their 
ancestor. 

(Signed) Drs. Alexander & Brown, Embalmers for the dead. 

Kearny’s effects, now gathered up at Alexandria, were taken to 
Washington and on September 11th Captains Morford and Sturgis 
of Phil.’s staff started to Bellegrove with them and a newspaper adds 
this interesting story: 

They bear with them the Decoration of the Legion of Honor given 
to the lamented General by the Emperor Napoleon. It is a very 
beautiful badge and this distinguished honor has never before been 
bestowed upon an American Officer. 

Flashed all over the country the news of Kearny’s death; and the 
Nation, through its myriad tongues, joins the whole Army on Center- 
ville Heights in a paean of praise in which Southern and Northern 
voices join the chorus. 


THE ACHILLES OF THE AMERICAN ARMY 


The Tribune, September 4th, editorializes: 

The death of General Kearny is a national loss! He was an ac- 
complished and gallant soldier and an able Commander. A stranger 
to fear, he never spared his person in the hour of danger; he was 
always in the front of the thickest of the fight. He was a terror 
to the Rebels, who distinguished him by the sobriquet: “the one- 
armed devil’. His presence in a battle was an inspiration to his 
troops! He was brave to rashness; and had made so many hair- 
breadth escapes he was considered the invincible Achilles of the 
American Army. Rebel prisoners had heard so much of him that 
they never failed to ask to see him, etc. etc. 


ENGLAND APPRAISES KEARNY AND STUART AS 
DRAGOONS 


The London Times on September 2oth, had this to say: 
At Chantilly fell one of the most gallant officers of the Federal 
Army, General Kearny. This General, Englishmen who passed last 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


March in Washington, and especially those who witnessed General 
McDowell’s Review near Alexandria, will well remember his alert, 
soldier-like form, his empty sleeve telling of the Mexican War; and 
his gray charger,® the partner of his Mexican battle fields. No better 
or more dashing officer served with the Federal Army; no one more 
adapted to conduct those raids which have made Stuart so famous. 

Throughout this lamentable war, there has never been on the 
Federal side any disposition to search out men peculiarly adapted for 
special service; and to detail them to the discharge of congenial 
duties. Had any such disposition existed General Kearny would not 
have fallen without leaving a reputation behind him commensurate 
with his worth and unexampled ability as a soldier. From the time 
of his death the retreat has been rapid and certain. 

The Sentinel of Freedom, the Voice of New Jersey and of 
Kearny’s Brigade, reported that the flags dropping at half mast, with 
the stolid faces of the people, show in their silent sadness, how 
tenderly, truly, he has sunk into every heart. It is the death he 
longed for; to die fighting for his country; doing all his duty ; doing 
it so as to reflect the highest glory on that military profession which 
he idolized. 


KEARNY IDEALIZED AND REALIZED 


Philip Kearny exhibited every talent of a great Commander. 
Methodically exact; rejoicing in all the details of his official duty ; 
submitting to hardships for the benefit of his men, he required every 
officer to follow his example. Soon his soldiers found out that he 
was devoted to their service and they worshipped him. He became 
eminently “the Hero of the Army of the Potomac.” He saved the 
army at Williamsburg, after he had broken in on Manassas. He 
helped more than perhaps any other General to save it at Fair Oaks. 
Throughout the dreadful seven days of fighting when McClellan was 
retreating to Harrison’s Landing, General Kearny was constantly 
engaged ; almost omnipresent, “always victorious.” In last Friday’s 
fight, he was the chief actor and secured the only advantage we 
claimed. McDowell’s Corps, fell back; but the right, where Kearny 
and Hooker were, the lines stood firm. 

There is no soldier alive, never was one, more remarkable for 
courage, self-sacrifice, martial spirit, courtliness to the foe, and all 
the qualities which History ascribes to Bayard and the Cid. His in- 

8 Thus Moscow received international recognition! Distinguished and fiery in 
movement as Moscow was; yet Bayard excelled in sheer loveliness, and was no 


less showy on the battlefield. Above all, like his rider, he loved to sniff the 
powder of the guns. See Miller’s remarkable pictorial history of the Civil War; 


supra. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


trepidity was so great, his forgetfulness of danger so constant, that 
this halo actually hid to a degree the perfection of his more solid 
qualities as Soldier. His perfected Brigade showed his more solid 
talent for organization; so did his Division. But he was not in a 
position where he could exhibit to mankind his strategic skill, his 
instinctive grasp of situations; his rapid irrepressible power of execu- 
tion. If he had been placed at the head of a Department we think 
the issue of things would have been different. Perhaps he, himself, 
would have been spared! 

We are informed that his correspondence during the war exhibited 
wonderful foresight and prophecy. All the movements of the cam- 
paign which now seem blunders, one by one have been penned before- 
hand; and their result prophesied long before the event proved his 
contention. He ought long ago to have been in high command! His 
experience entitled him to it. His country, had they known him, 
would have demanded it! No other officer had his opportunities or 
his mastery of the art of war. Long on the frontier; serving in a 
campaign in Algiers; and then in Italy he won everywhere the 
highest praise for every soldierly quality. He was in love with his 
profession and the fighting brand of it; and he studied it, even when 
fighting the enemy with zeal and always with success. 


PHILIP KEARNY: THUNDERBOLT 


The St. Louis Republican approached Kearny from a T. N. T. 
viewpoint: With General Pope goes Philip Kearny, the Thunderbolt, 
the One-Armed Demon of Battle, the incarnate Bravery, who hacked 
in desperate fury the lintels of the Bedlam gate at San Antonio, till 
a shower of grape blew his horse to fragments, and shattered his left 
arm! A man who would any night leave a banquet for a battle, 
as better fun! 

Harper's Weekly had it this way: Studying with unflagging zeal 
every movement of the Army at Solferino and Magenta in the Italian 
campaign, he was preparing himself for his future position. In the 
Army of the Potomac no officer had won higher praise than Philip 
Kearny. General McClellan is said to have wept when he heard of 
his death and to have said: ‘Who can replace Phil. Kearny”. 


A PRO-McCLELLAN EDITOR LOOKS AT PHIL.® 


Before the commencement of the present struggle, his dwelling 
in Paris was the rendezvous of all the American Officers passing 
through France. His hospitality was unbounded ; his courtesy that 

® Bennett: Herald. | 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


of a high-toned gentleman. We have seen gathered around his table 
there those now prominent in the Rebel army,—Beauregard, Lee, the 
Johnstons, Stonewall Jackson, Magruder and others; and no doubt 
many a pang will visit their hearts when they learn that Philip 
Kearny was their victim! We are assured that these Rebel leaders re- 
peatedly expressed in their letters to secessionists in Paris their dread 
of the military skill and dash of “Brave Philip Kearny’, and their 
wonder that he was not long since appointed to some high and 
responsible post. 

In the Richmond, Va., Enquirer for Tuesday Morning, September 
oth, 1862, in the first column, first page, are the headlines: 
AUTHENTIC AND OFFICIAL FROM THE SEAT OF WAR. 
LETTERS OF GENERAL LEE TO THE PRESIDENT. 
GENERAL KEARNY KILLED.” 

Three foreign Captains—two on McClellan’s staff; one on the 
field of battle—who personally beheld Kearny,—Sangster’s Station 
to Malvern Hill,—writing authoritatively on the campaign in their 
native tongue—their works now outranked by none in authority— 
actually are swept off their feet by Kearny’s impetuous assaults. 
The Comte de Paris wrote: 


FIGURE p’OISEAU pe PROIE: THE COMTE be PARIS 


Thus ended that noble and brilliant career which had commenced 
fifteen years before with the intrepid charge of the Captain of 
Dragoons against the Gates of Mexico. Vigilant, untiring, always 
ready to take the lead, he could not bear inaction. Battle was his 
element! When balls began to whistle, his face of a bird of prey— 
of an eagle—* figure d’oiseau de proie—and clear eye assumed a 


10 Richmond Dispatch of September roth gives an editorial view of the south- 
ern people’s distress after Kearny’s death under the caption, “Death of General 
Kearny’: “General Kearny’s death struck all classes with sadness; for of ali 
the officers engaged, the death of none will be more deeply Jamented.” -Colonel 
Ham Chamberlayne wrote: “On September Ist, Kearny and Stevens fell; vol- 
unteer officers worth the battle.” Ham Chamberlayne, by his son, 1932. On 
September 2nd, oth, 12th and 13th, notices of Kearny’s death appeared alike in 
the Charleston Couricr and Mercury. On the latter date—Courier—Kearny’s 
body lay in state in Newark and was to be buried with great ceremonies. 

11 The distinguished Lieutenant General Robert Lee Bullard, who bears for 
Phil. Kearny the highest admiration, in Phil.’s combination of “Military Scien- 
tist” and Battle Soldier,—as he has written this author,—himself possessing this 
splendid synthesis, has by singular coincidence a physical kinship for Phil.! It 
has not infrequently been observed that each of these fearless soldiers might be 
said to have the “face of an eagle”! General Bullard himself on one occasion, 
upon his ascribing to Kearny the Comte de Paris’ famous phrase—possibly 
thinking that his grandson might feel an unmeant force in the phrase “bird of 
prey’—told the author of what others had sometimes said of him. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


resolute expression which inspired confidence in those around him. 
He was naturally fault-finding and caustic; but his high toned mind 
and generosity of heart made compefisation for the defects of his 
character. Frequently quarreling with his chiefs, he knew how to 
make himself beloved by his companions, and was always true to his 
personal friends, among whom the author is proud in being able to 
count himself. Philip Kearny stands in the first rank among the 
illustrious victims of this fratricidal war. 


THE CHIEF GLORY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC 


Major General Comte de Trobriand mourned aloud that among all 
the reports, true or false, that were told to him during that ill-omened 
night, there was one, the sad impression of which never left him,— 
Kearny had been killed that evening! This was not only a sorrow 
to his friends, it was a great loss for the Army and the Country:- 

Philip Kearny belonged to a highly esteemed Family, which had 
already supplied a Major General to the United States Army. None 
possessed to a greater degree the tastes and qualities of a soldier.. 
To these natural gifts and to a splendid military education, he had 
joined besides an experience which very few of the officers of our 
army had received. He left the Service for a time to enjoy his large 
fortune. In 1861 he resided in Paris where at his home his friends 
and countrymen always found a cordial welcome and elegant hos- 
pitality. Politics interested him but little! When the War broke 
out he did not hesitate in the fulfillment of his duty and at the first 
sound of the cannon, renouncing family joys and the tranquil com- 
forts of the rich man, he left immediately to ask employment from 
the Federal Government. 

The public grief at his death was very great; especially in New 
York where the funeral exercises were imposing. But nowhere was 
his loss so deeply felt as in the Army of the Potomac, of which he 
had been its chief glory, and where the thousand tales told at the 
campfires finished by giving to his memory the Proportions of a 
Legendary Hero.’” 

Thus speak Historian; the Public Voice; Personal Friend; the 
Great of the World;—the foreign Military Scientists. Now the 
unknown Soldier—Changarnier’s “Soldat inconnu”, of Kearny’s 
Algerian Campaign—speaks in Letter and Diary from the field of 
battle—the little man, the Forgotten Military Man who never forgot 
Kearny, alike Confederate and Federal. The Blue and the Gray 
wrote from the Stuart House at Chantilly. ‘The Federals were 
called upon to mourn the loss of one of the finest officers ever enlisted 


12 Four years with the Army of the Potomac. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


in their service. The gallant Kearny fell while moving his lines upon 
the Confederates. This officer, who was the pride of his command, 
was highly respected by the foes who opposed him and many regrets 
were expressed over his fall by the Confederates. True courage is 
always admired and in this man the Federal Army could boast of as 
gallant an officer as ever buckled on his armor.” And the “Enemy” 
Chaplain writing alongside of Gerrish, felt that Philip Kearny’s death, 
cast a deep gloom over the Army of the Potomac. He was the beau 
ideal of the American soldier. Tall, slight of build, erect, quick, 
recklessly brave, yet skillful, he had no rival on the battle field during 
his brief but glorious career. He was ready for any deed of heroic 
daring ;—with flashing sword, plumed hat, and bridle rein in his 
teeth, he dashed through the smoke and flame of battle, the per- 
sonification of all that was brilliant and brave! His soldiers almost 
worshipped him; “the Confederates admiring the reckless daring of 
their gallant foeman.” 

Then these most interesting representative thoughts—found in 
many records—run through the mind of a Sergeant in Kearny’s 
Michigan troops.’ When the rebel Chief saw whom he had killed, 
he wept like a child for he thought of bygone days in the battle of 
Mexico! Oh, what a difference in the two men! One died for his 
country that it may be saved from traitors and disunion. The other 
fighting to destroy the country that gave him all that he ever possessed. 
Fare-thee-well, our gallant old General! Thy memory will remain as 
long as the country will endure in the hearts of all the good and true 
in the land; while the memory of your late Mexican Comrade in 
Arms will forever be a shame and a disgrace in that land that nurtured 
him. For the name of Robert E. Lee will go down to generations 
unborn as the great rebel Chief that wanted to destroy the greatest 
nation on the globe; while the name of Philip Kearny will be exalted 
to the sky as one who died for his country that it might be the home 
of all who are oppressed in every clime. “Our Division is now with- 
out a Commander and suffering terribly from the late battles.” 

On September 3rd, Dr. Oakley of the Kearny Chapel incident at 
Alexandria Seminary, wrote home: It was supposed General Kearny 
died from heart-disease, but of course, he was shot in battle. His 


13 “Representative” yes! For until the contemporaneous personal private rec- 
ords,—diary and letter,—are researched it is impossible to imagine the flerce rage 
of the representative loyal northern opinion against the military leaders in the 
South who had received freely their education at West Point for the service 
of the Union. The physical history of an age is trivial—indeed meaningless— 
severed from the psychical. See also: Tribune, Sept. 13. Also Three Years 
with the Army of the Potomac, by Blake. Of course—assuming the rightness 
of their constitutional interpretations—Lee and Co. were as sublime and noble 
' —and that, too, as “Union Soldiers’’—as Kearny and his ilk. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


death is a great loss to our Cause. He was the Hero of the War. 

General Pickett’s reaction to the bad-good news of Friend Phil.’s 
death was written at the head of our first Chapter. But three private 
soldiers of the Brigades that fought under him wrote into history 
their views of the death of their ancient “enemy.” From Kershaw’s 
Brigade, practically annihilated in the Peninsula, comes this para- 
graph: At Ox Hill the enemy under Kearny and Stevens fighting for 
the safety of their great ordnance and supply trains displayed ex- 
traordinary tenacity and courage. These two Division Commanders 
threw all their columns headlong upon those of Jackson without a 
thought of the danger and risks such acts incurred. Both were killed 
in the battle. Philip Kearny had gained a national reputation for 
his enterprising war far away in Mexico, and it was with unfeigned 
sorrow and regret that the two armies heard of the sad death of this 
veteran Hero. ! 

But let’s forget it, and go to Phil.’s Wake, and so make him 
Irishman instead of French De Lancey, Scotch Watts, Dutch Van 
Cortlandt, English Colden or Nicoll, or what not, or what have you! 
As de Peyster would make him, to make him a de Peyster! 

The Evening Post first page, spread over four columns with Jumbo 
type, headlined: 


IN GENERAL KEARNY’S HONOR—MARTIAL POMP 
FILLS THE BUSY STREETS DOWNTOWN—BODY OF 
GALLANT SOLDIER WHO FELL AT CHANTILLY 
IS BORNE FROM TRINITY CHURCH THROUGH 
WAITING THRONGS TO LIE IN STATE AT 
THE CITY HALL AND REST AT 
LAST AT ARLINGTON. 


To Arlington?—Lee’s place in Virginia?—Why, Lee has just got 
Phil. off his hands! The date! The Evening Post, April 11th, 1912! 
Let’s attend one of Phil.’s three funerals at a time and turn back 
so years to September 8th, 1862, and read the Evening Post for 
that day. 


FUNERAL OF GENERAL KEARNY 


Bellegrove, the Family residence of the Kearny Family, is one of 
the. most elegant and stately edifices in the State of New Jersey. The 
grounds are elegantly laid out; and an avenue a quarter of a mile long, 
and bordered by pine trees and shrubbery, leads to the Mansion. 

The noble features of the great soldier wore a natural expression. 
On the lid of the coffin was the inscription “Major General Philip 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY » 


Kearny, killed on the field of battle, September Ist, 1862, 47 years, 
2 months and 30 days.” 

During the fore-noon thousands of the citizens of Newark wended 
their way to Bellegrove to take a last look at the mortal remains of 
the brave Kearny. 

Over the lower half of the coffin were thrown the Stars and Stripes 
upon which rested the Sword and Belt presented Captain Kearny 
‘by members of the Union Club of New York for his bravery at the 
battle of Churubusco on the 20th of August, 1847. 

A friend who saw Kearny lying in his coffin so peacefully after 
the battles remarked that: “His bronzed features, death-silent, seemed 
to smile defiance even at the last Conqueror !” 

At noon the coffin was removed to the hearse, which was drawn 
by six richly caparisoned horses, under escort of the Guard of Honor. 
The cortege proceeded to the city of Newark, upon entering which 
the minute-guns fired, and the bells of the city tolled, while from 
the public buildings, at half-mast floated the flag. 

Down Market street wended the half mile long procession to the 
Plank Road to Jersey City. Along all the streets of Newark the 
stores were closed and many houses were draped in mourning; near 
the toll bridge over the River was a house bearing in large letters 
the words: “We mourn the loss of the Hero of the Army of the 
Potomac.” 

At Jersey City the cortege was met by a detachment of Regulars 
and a band, and escorted over the Ferry to Kearny’s native city. 
Arriving at the foot of Cortlandt Street the procession passed in 
front of the 5th and 8th Regiments, New York State Militia, drawn 
up with the men at present arms. Then counter-marching the cortege 
moved up to Broadway; thence to Trinity Church. 

The procession halted in front of the church amid the peals of the 
chimes which rang forth Pleynel’s hymn. The organ poured out 
appropriate music as the remains were borne into the church escorted 
to the chancel by Dr. Ogilby and Dr. Watson—who had heard break 
from Phil.’s school boy lips “Dulce et Decorum est—to die for one’s 
country”—-and by Choristers in white surplices. Dr. Watson read 
the Lesson. The Funeral Service was conducted by Dr. Ogilby. 
Then Mendelssohn’s “St. Paul” was chanted: “Happy and Blessed 
are they who have endured; aye happy are they; though the body 
dies the soul shall live forever!” At the conclusion of the services 
the body was removed to the burying ground and interred in the 
Kearny Family Vault in the Southwest corner of the yard; the 
Regulars firing three volleys of musketry over the grave. 

Thus closed the last tribute of respect to a brave man who freely 
offered up his life on the altar of his country. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Now Solemn, Music: “DIRGE TO A SOLDIER: PHILIP 
KEARNY”! 

From the field of Chantilly George Boker culled the Purple Leaf 
of his many-colored paged book of classic stanzas—-an elegy called 
by Holmes the “finest in the English language!” ** Certainly in 
solemnity of movement; in exaltation of spirit; in its exact pace to 
a Soldier’s—to Kearny’s—-martial death-tread, no stanzas in the 
English language excel it. 


DIRGE FOR A SOLDIER 
PHILIP KEARNY 


I 


Close his eyes, his work is done, 
What to him are friend or foeman; 
Rise of moon, or set of sun; 

Hand of man or kiss of woman! 


REFRAIN 


Lay him low, lay him low, 

In the clover or the snow. 

What cares he! He may not know! 
Lay Him low, Lay Him low. 


II 


As man may, he fought his fight, 
Proved his truth by his endeavor. 
Let him sleep in solemn night, 
Sleep forever and forever. 


REFRAIN 


IIt 


Fold him in his country’s Stars, 
Roll the drum and fire the volley! 
What to him are all our Wars! 
What but death-begotten folly. 


REFRAIN 


14 Stedman said that it was certain to become “eternal” as American battle 
literature, and wrote to Boker accordingly, saying he wished he had written it. 
See Boker by Bradley, 1928, for both comments. 


[ 398 ] 


| YUAATH TUET MATANSO 4a an aE 
qLITHY . TAIGIOZ A OT ADAG” . : sien rah , fs ay as om 


Iso] slqrwT srl bel Hua tedoff sy209 sO vilisesdD Yo sa at xt ne 
bsilx> ygols me—eascuste sigeslo 0 dood =begeq boroloo-yn 1 aid 

it viniersD 12h ae gouge! tei on, sclt ni desma’ ofa eommloH ye 
sxo efi mi ;irige te nodatlexs ai ;asmevom to. <ginmelos,, 


inte on  Desedieeb lsinran—e'yrripo Al ‘ot—-e' 1siblod 


ti isoxe sgarrgnel daily 































} 
v 
eer +77 tT. . 7 ~—"y hom @ | tic] 
‘i * at 7 : 
te ee ey Mm AW AL L\ 
“- c oe + ° vr? : 
fA q iH - 7 FUtt 4° ‘ : 
om Fadad ser as sa *& vis 
“a 


: 
> StOUs 2 299 TIA ar0)) 
Sh xo haart veo arut oF to 
‘te Yo ts2 tO Root Yo st 
cue Yo ach xo wore Yo bank 


AlLARIIA 


srol eel cal yaol ae god | 

mroter- 38h wo wool: sit el 

wgowd. town aki «Low tan Lo N 
ek WA old swol ath ot 


HA tee} ofl prone wont 7h 
ws apfhowesd Mart taal bovowd 
‘oe aoarsloun eT G90 Matt isl 
" sey daald 


th ow \< 


% YUAN & i 1eash bilo* L 


Leslie git 4 \ ‘yen. Ste why Sat Vor 


| Deiat wd al yep ttt A ol A 
‘Mot s SEI0 }-insb ind ton 


up Ae ; 
ae 
sltted assim. ‘eetiiereste” sbtosed of Hieitso ebw i todd bike nemiboree at he 
Si notirrw batl od berltiw of ynttee x) paibrooe tedoll of storw bas 4 
ainominos died 703 Beet ord vm 
= 
_ Peer ad ai ead 


i ' a oe. 


WIAA TA 


Lee 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


IV 


Trust him to God’s loving eye, 

Leave him to the Hand that made him! 

Human grief stands idly by, 

Only God has power to aid him. 
REFRAIN *° 


Shortly after Phil.’s death, Agnes wrote Robert asking him if he 
would send “Phil.’s sword and horse to Bellegrove.” The result was 
a celebrated correspondence,—and now two letters by General Lee 
to Mrs. Kearny never before published. Until McClellan received 
a letter about these things, he had not the slightest idea—of course 
she had read Phil.’s letters!—that Colonel Ingalls, Quartermaster 
General, had visited Bellegrove; received Agnes’ request and a letter 
to Lee. He saw to it that the request found Lee’s eye—also his ear. 
McClellan had no part in it! Unexpectedly McClellan gets a letter 
from Lee: 

: October 4, 1862 
Headquarters, Army of Northern Virginia 
Major General George B. McClellan, 7 

Commanding Army of the Potomac 
General: 

I have the honor to enclose a letter to Mrs. Philip Kearny, and at 
the same time commit to your care the sword, horse and saddle of 
Major General Kearny which fell into our hands at the time of his 
death. Mrs. Kearny expressed a great desire to obtain the sword and 
horse of her husband; and I beg leave to hope that it may be con- 
venient to you to forward them to her. 

The horse has accompanied the march of the army since its capture 
and may have suffered from the journey. The bridle was either lost 
at the time of the capture or has not been recovered. 

I am, most respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 
ko F. Lee 
General Commanding 

15 Pass down the years. Phil. Kearny’s great-grandchild goes to school one 
morning from her home in the former Capital of the Confederacy. A text book 
of poems, to be memorized in part, is given her ;—she has her choice of selecting 
four. Of the fifty in the book used at a fashionable school in Richmond, she 
selects “Kearny at Seven Pines,” and “The Dirge for a Soldier, Philip Kearny” ! 
She goes back to her mother’s house at 1810 Monument Avenue—her mother, 
Lucy Kearny Hill--and while memorizing the poems, she looks down the street 
at the massive equestrian statue of Stonewall Jackson. She didn’t recall Lin- 
coln’s words, for the lovely little child, 10 years old, didn’t know them: “At 


that moment, Kearny had the victory in the hollow of his hand.” Certainly this 
beautiful child is between two fires: Phil. and Thomas! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 
McClellan then writes Lee on October 5th: 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
4th inst, enclosing a letter to Mrs. Philip Kearny; and at the same 
time committing to my care the sword, horse and saddle of Major 
General Kearny to the end that in accordance with the expressed 
wish of Mrs. Kearny they may be placed in her keeping. The articles 
have been received and will be forwarded with a letter to Mrs. 
Kearny at the earliest opportunity. 

I beg you to accept my thanks for your courteous and humane 
attention to the request of the widow of this lamented officer. I shall 
be happy to reciprocate the courtesy when circumstances shall place 
it in my power to do so. 

| Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Georce B. McCLe.Lan 
Major General Commanding *6 


Mrs. Kearny opened this letter and read: 


Headquarters, Army Northern Virginia . 
October 2, 1862 
Dear Madam: f 

In compliance with your request, I take pleasure in sending you the 
sword, horse and saddle of Major General Philip Kearny. 

General Kearny fell in front of the brigade of Colonel E. S. 
Thomas, apparently in the act of putting in position one of his own 
Brigades; and these articles have been recovered by Colonel Thomas 
and compose everything that fell into his hands. 

I am, with highest respect, 

R. E, Lee 
To Mrs. Philip Kearny 
Bellegrove, E. Newark, N. J. 


In the meantime, Lee had written his Secretary of War: 


Headquarters, Army of Northern Va. 
Camp near Winchester, Va. 
October 4, 1862 

Honorable George W. Randolph 

Secretary of War, 

Richmond, Va. 

Sir: 

Mrs. Philip Kearny has applied for the sword and horse of Major 
General Philip Kearny, which were captured at the time that officer 

16 This letter may have “covered” McClellan’s proposal to Lee to sweep Lin- 
coln out of power. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


was killed near Chantilly. The horse and saddle had been turned 
over to the Quartermaster of the Army; and the sword to the Chief 
of Ordnance. I would send them at once as our evidence of the 
sympathy felt for her bereavement and as a testimony of the appre- 
ciation of a gallant soldier; but I have looked upon such articles as 
public property; and that I had no right to dispose of them except 
for the benefit of the Service. in this case, however, I should like 
to depart from this rule provided it is not considered improper by 
the Department; and I therefore refer the matter for your decision. 
An early reply is requested. I am 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. E, Lee 


On this letter on October 8th 1862 was the following endorsement : 
“The return of the horse and sword is authorized. G. W. Randolph.” 
But the movements of the Confederate troops caused Lee to act; 
and on October 6th, without hearing from Randolph, Lee wrote the 
Secretary the following letter: 
Headquarters, Army of N. V. 
October 6, 1862 
Honorable George Randolph, 
Secretary of War 
Richmond, Va. 
Sir: : 

In view of the probability of the movements of the Army which 
would render it inconvenient to return the horse and equipment and 
sword of the late General Kearny to his widow, in view of her 
request as communicated to you in my letter of the 4th inst., I have 
caused those articles to be sent within the enemy’s lines to be for- 
warded to Mrs. Kearny without waiting for your reply to my letter. 
Before doing so, I caused the horse and equipment to be appraised 
by a Board; and the price fixed for them has been paid to the Quarter- 
master to await your decision upon the question of returning these 
articles as submitted to you in my letter above referred to. 

The sword which was a light one with a leather scabbard suitable 
for a disabled person, I regarded as constituting part of General 
Kearny’s private property and as such proper to be returned to his 
family in accordance with the approved usage under the circum- 
stances. Its value will also be paid to the Ordnance Department 
should you not approve of its return. 

I have the honor to be 

: Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
K. EH. Ler 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


A mystery circles the scabbard of Kearny’s sword. Scabbard, Scab- 
bard, who has the Scabbard ;—we are jesting but not so Kearny. To 
him very serious business!’ For Kearny’s scabbard, as Lee wrote, 
was for a disabled person; the only one to fit his sword; and days 
before his death, the loss of the scabbard, which he had had made 
for him in Paris just before he sailed for America, impressed him 
“as an omen foreboding evil!” 

The weight of the metal in his sword had been distributed in such 
a way that it balanced in the hand so that he could manage both 
weapon and reins with one arm. When the scabbard was lost or 
shot away from his side he is reported to have remarked that if it 
had been picked up and carried into Richmond as a trophy “‘he would 
follow it thither as prisoner.’ If lost and left upon the field of 
battle “his body in like manner would be found among the dead !”’ 

The scabbard was lost; and his body found among the dead. Co- 
incidence, prophecy realized,—an omen? Anyway, the facts! 

Lee writes Mc. and Agnes, sending the sword, horse and saddle, 
which fell into his hands at the time of Kearny’s death. No scabbard 
fell into “our hands’. How did Lee find the scabbard? Plainly, one 
way: Picked up several days before and turned into the Ordnance 
Department ; and when the sword arrived, sword and scabbard fib 
and Lee writes about them. | 

But in writing the Secretary of War, Lee remarked that he had 
the horse and equipment appraised and paid for; but had taken the 
sword which was “a light one with a leather scabbard suited for a 
disabled person,” which was regarded as constituting part of General 
Kearny’s private property,—-and as such property to be returned to 
his family in accordance with usage. This sword and scabbard were 
not appraised; not paid for; the horse and equipment only. Ran- 
dolph approved the return of horse and sword only; no mention of 





__ scabbard, equipment or saddle. 


Lee gets back his money, paid conditionally, for the horse and 
equipment leaving him out of pocket for the saddle and equipment 
$50.00, and in possession of sword and scabbard, horse and saddle. 
He sends all except the scabbard to Mrs. Kearny. Hence, the mys- 
tery of the scabbard! 

Everything received was ultimately presented to the State of New 
Jersey; all are found today but of course no scabbard—-for Lee never 
sent it! 

Lee, therefore is in possession of the scabbard, presumably author- 
ized to be returned by Randolph as private property not belonging to 
the Confederacy; and probably by an oversight not sent to Mrs. 
Kearny. 

| [ 402 ] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Lee’s question: “What shall I do with it?’ Of all trophies Lee 
ever possessed, this unique scabbard of his friend the “one armed 
Hero of the Army of the Potomac,” if not his most precious, was 
surely one of his most singular battle trophies! To open the nego- 
tiations to send the scabbard, Nonsense! But still, what became of it? 

Lee sent Mrs. Kearny Phil.’s battle-tools. But a strange turn of 
events drew Lee to Phil.’s Bellegrove—and to Phil.’s widow! Lee's 
famous letters to “Dearest Markie”, his charming and youthful cou- 
sin, Martha Custis Williams, years his junior, were recently pub- 
lished—to whom from her babyhood almost, he bore the deepest 
affection—an undying affection not even interrupted by the Civil 
War and the opposition of their then positions on its vital questions. 
Lee later visited Bellegrove, recalled by Mr. Kenny, Speaker of the 
New Jersey Legislature, one time Town Counsel of Kearny, New 
Jersey—really the historian of the town--who wrote—and told this 
author-—that he met General Lee on one of his visits—the only one 
of which he ever heard—after the marriage of Phil.’s widow to 
Admiral Upshur,!’ then Captain Upshur. For Captain Upshur had 
married, first the sister of “Markie”, and upon his wife’s death fol- 
lowing the shock attendant upon the execution of her brother Orton 
Williams as a spy, to whom Lee confided one of the highest trusts 
in his army, “Markie” took care of Captain Upshur’s children and 
it is said for a time lived at, and certainly often visited Bellegrove. 

The fate of the soldiers whom Phil. measured in his letters fulfilled 
his measurements and faded from the front page of history. Casey 
was beaten to a frazzle. Porter was beaten at Gaines’ Mull; court- 
martialed, and justly dismissed the Army for his conduct at Bull 
Run. Franklin for repeating his “strategy” by only peeping in on 
the field of battle at Fredericksburg, was relieved from further par- 
ticipation in the operations of the Army of the Potomac. Heintzel- 
man went to the Defenses of Washington! McDowell was censured 
by a Court of Inquiry--as we know-—-for abandoning the right-of- 
way to Longstreet at Manassas -——and so with the others—and no- 
body but Hancock whom his Biographer, Colonel Walker says did 
not fight his “proportionate” share of the battles of the Peninsula— 
really was active in no major battle—remained to tell Kearny he was 
wrong! Of course McClellan was certainly tacitly censured in a 
Military Court for repeating—and so for not supporting the troops 
at Harper’s Ferry; and was ultimately relieved of command for 


17 For a splendid thumb-nail biography of Admiral Upshur, see: D. A. B. His 
life was one of public service and social distinction. He commanded the Paeiic 
Fleet and his biographer lays emphasis upon the distinguished position which he 
held in the Metropolitan Club in Washington. He died in 1917 within three 
months after the death of Mrs. Upshur. | 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


reasons which Kearny’s letters fully illustrate—as do the sayings of 
every member of Lincoln’s cabinet. The men of character and mili- 
tary competence whom Phil. loved, Hancock, Sumner, Graham, Sedg- 
wick, Meade, Slocum, etc., reached the roster of historic fame. And 
the lesser names, Meagher, Berry, Birney, Walker, Jameson, Poe, 
Hays, and innumerable others, typified in the great Hopkins, fill the 
records, for those who search below the surface in our National 
annals. | 

When news reached the War Office in Richmond that Lee had de- 
livered the sword, horse and saddle of General Kearny to General 
McClellan, Clerk Jones in Randolph’s War Office who opened Lee’s 
letters, made a memorandum in his Diary: General Lee states that 
in view of certain movements he has in mind, without waiting for 
our instructions he had delivered the articles to Mrs. Kearny. The 
movements referred to we shall know of in a few days.—The clerk 
was disappointed! McClellan never again forced Lee to make any 
movements, as Lee prophesied in Richmond—see imfra. 

And now for Phil.’s last letters—two the day before he died; 
preceded by Lee’s letter to Mrs. Kearny—ainitiating the Sword-Saddle- 
Horse incident-——hitherto unpublished; and then letters from Gen- 
erals Scott, Halleck, Birney, Pope,—-and Roberts and Meline of 
Pope’s Staff! 


Headquarters Army of No. Va. 
September 28th, 1862. 

Mrs. Philip Kearny 

Madame: 

In reply to your note of the 5th inst. which I have just received 
I can only say that early on the morning of September 2nd, it was 
reported to me that a general officer killed the night previous had been 
brought to one of our hospitals, and was believed to be General 
Kearny. 

I dispatched a staff officer to make arrangements for conveying 
his remains to Headquarters of General Pope. 

I inquired particularly if his person had been disturbed and was 
informed that his uniform did not appear to have been disturbed; 
but that he was lying under care of a guard in the condition in which 
he was brought from the field without his side arms and hat. 

I heard nothing relative to his horse or sword and supposed that 
the horse had been killed or escaped and the latter lost in the con- 
fusion of battle. I will now make particular inquiry concerning him 
and if they can possibly be found will take great pleasure in restoring 
them. 

A few papers found in the pocket of his coat were brought to me; 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


but presuming them to be of a private nature I ordered them to be 
burned without being read. 
Your obedient servant, / 
R. E. Lee, General Commanding 


West Point, 
Sept. 7, 1862. 
Dear Sir: 

I am much grieved that I did not know of the time and place of 
the funeral of Major General Kearny till the receipt of your note 
yesterday noon, when it was impossible for me to reach New York 
in time; or cripple as I am, I should certainly have made every effort 
to be present to assist in doing honor to the memory of an old Staff 
officer of mine; and recently a highly distinguished general, the 
bravest among the brave, whom the whole nation admired on the field 
of battle while living; and now mourns among the dead. I look 
upon his fall, in this present crisis, as a national calamity. 

Sincerely, 
Winfield Scott. 
To Edward Kearny 


Headquarters of the Army 
Washington, Sept. 10, 1862. 
My dear Madame: 
I deeply sympathize in your loss and that of the whole country. 
I knew your husband for many years; a braver man never lived. 
His loss to our army cannot be repaired. 
Halleck, General-in-Chief 


Seminary 
September 11, 1862 
Dear Madame: 

During the battle of Chantilly my Brigade was actively engaged. 

I notice that General Stevens’ Division had cowardly retreated 
leaving a gap of one-half a mile on my right. I asked General 
Kearny for Berry’s Brigade to fill it. He stated that he had ordered 
the colonel commanding to report to me; and was indignant at the 
delay. But he said it was impossible that Reno was such a fool 
as to permit such a gap; and that I must be mistaken; that there 
certainly were troops there of ours; I answered General Kearny 
that there were not. 

At this time it was raining and the smoke from the battery being 
low, I galloped down to send in a regiment to my left. Kearny 
accompanied me; and as we leaped a ditch his horse shied; and he 
remarked: “how disagreeable to have a horse behave that way in 
battle’! He then galloped to the right. I saw no more of him. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


I returned to the battle expecting to find him; but he had not 
been seen. I presumed he was a prisoner; but I had the entire 
battlefield searched for him during thé night. He had galloped 
through our lines, and into the enemy, edie called on him to sur- 
vender ; but bending low on his horse, and spurring him, attempted 
to escape. 

Signed 
Birney 


St. Paul, Wisconsin 
Oct. 20, 1862. 
Dear Mrs. Kearny: 

Your gallant husband was full of chivalry and of zeal in the cause 
of his country. He died as he would have wished and as became 
his heroic character. It will be the most gratifying remembrance 
of my life that I had the opportunity to know and appreciate him; 
and that on the last day of his distinguished life 1 had the assurance 
from his own lips of his regard and confidence. 

Respectfully, 
John Pope 


This letter should be read into the Record of Phil.’s attack on 
Jackson on the 29th. Pope’s aide “knew” Phil. “saved the army on 
the verge of destruction”: : 


Headquarters of the Army of the N.W. 
October 2, 1862. 
Dear Madame: 
It was my purpose to have written you from the front, to express 
my grief to you at the loss of your husband. 
His loss was a public calamity. I regarded him as being by far 
the most brilliant of all our generals in the field. It was your hus- 


_. band that turned the day on Friday and saved the Army on the verge 


of destruction. The Country knows this, and of his military merit 
as a general without fault; as an officer o spotless and irreproach- 
able honor and as a Fenian. B. S. Roberts, aide to the command- 
ing officer: General Pope. 


This letter, too, is part of the Record on the 29th :—now first pub- 
lished :—as are all of these letters. 


Headq. Dept. of the North West 
St. Paul, Nov. 17th, 1862 
Dear Madam: (Mrs. Philip Kearny) 
At the close of the four days’ battle at Manassas and Chantilly 
I wrote to my wife: “it was on the certainty of General Franklin’s 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


joining him that Pope went into action. They could have been up 
Wednesday or Thursday or Friday or even as late as 6 P.M. on Sat- 
urday, and this would have given us a magnificent victory. 

And then poor Kearny’s death! The grand noble fellow. TI shall 
congratulate myself to my dying day as having fought with such a 
hero. I saw him in the fight on Friday and Saturday. He was 
glorious! I have since spoken of the sympathetic electric effect of 
his bearing and presence which all who approached him felt. 

Signed T. F. Meline 
Major and A. V. D. . 
Staff of General Pope 


Then Phil.’s last two letters written on his knee, while his little 
Bugler steadied the sheet and who mailed them in Alexandria,—and 
which was received the day after Phil.’s death. Kearny’s justification 
of Pope, after the lapse of three quarters of a century, is glorious! 


Centerville 
August 31, 1862 
Dearest Love: 

I wrote you yesterday morning. Since then there has been a sort 
of Bull Run episode. It is dangerous work to fight in this army; 
you have to fight ten times your share; and to expose yourself to 
prevent the demoralizing effect of almost cowardice in others. Hook- 
er’s Division is almost the only exception. This army ran like sheep; 
all but General Reno and General Gibbon. As for myself I was 
abandoned shamefully. My only salvation depended on holding a 
certain hill and house in the rear adjoining me. In the darkness of 
twilight the enemy came and fired a few trifling shots and Stevens’ 
people ran; we alongside never dreaming of it. 

I had a staff officer taken prisoner and I was only a few yards 
behind him. It was perfectly ridiculous; but he was so unsuspicious 
that I could not help him as scouts were stealing in all around me; 
he was so surprised; it was very funny. I will tell you some other 
time.*® 

My regiments behaved like perfect loves—so beautifully steady. 
I stayed for more than three hours after all the Americans but 
Reno and Stevens had left; and Reno was as much to the left as 
I was to the right behaving very handsomely. My friend, Towers, 
was wounded. This disaster is not Pope’s fault but rather in the 
other generals in places they are not fit for. 

It is tiresome to have one’s victory ignored; as at Sangsters Sta- 


18 This incident is given in detail in the text. The officer was Lieutenant 


Briscoe. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


tion and Williamsburg and in the New Market Road and to be 
ignored, though fighting hard and successfully ; and exposing myself, 
as my nature unfortunately is, in other people’s defeats. 

Yesterday would have been ridiculous, if not so sad for our cause. 
Our men would not fight one bit; it was amusing to watch them. 
I foresaw it all three hours before it took place. But I am sorry 
for our cause. 


Kisses for the children; love : 
: Phil. 


August 31, 1862 
Dearest Love: 
Yesterday I held my position. Again I am a little disgusted at 
having to fight for other people. In the night about 2 in the morning 
I had two pieces of cold chicken and a bottle of Claret; and all 


because my man James had run away. ; 
Phil. 
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- CHAPTER XVII 


“POLITICS,—NOT WAR”? “COWARD OR TRAITOR’? 
KEARNY 


PREFACING Kearny’s letters on the Peninsula, we have had Pro- 
fessor Myers, McClellan’s great biographer, tell a short story of 
McClellan’s political conduct, and of McClellan’s “treason” as in+ 
terpreted by McClellan’s great personal friend, W. F. Smith. Now 
from the mouths of Lincoln and his Cabinet--each member of it— 
we draw the material not—for whatever reason—built into the struc- 
ture of McClellan’s character by Professor Myers, to fill in the story, 
first of Political Trickster, then “Traitor”; and so edit Kearny and 
Kearny’s letters. 

Doctor Myers brings forth upon the bed of his desk in his profes- 
sorial study at Princeton University, the man-child of his Biography: 
“the Real McClellan’; the McClellan not of McClellan’s “Own 
Story”, but McClellan “Himself”’, alike Soldier and Presidential Can- 
didate; and has written, wittingly of course, McClellan’s “Dooms- 
Day Book.” And the intriguing part about Myers’ story is the very 
thing that intrigues in Bosweil’s Life of Johnson who lets Johnson 
speak for himself. McClellan like Balaam’s Ass dooms himself out 
of his own bray in his dispatches and letters. 

Opening our biography again on the day of the Battle of Gaines’ 
Mill, let’s read alongside of Kearny’s letters and Kearny’s conduct 
on that day Myers’s “editorial comment”’: 

“McClellan on June 28, 1862 at 12:30 A.M. sent Secretary Stanton 
a telegram that was the first of a series of fatal mistakes. He said 
that he lost the desperate struggle of the 27th because his forces were 
too small; McClellan writing: ‘I feel too earnestly tonight. I have 
seen too many dead and wounded comrades to feel other than that 
the Government has not sustained the Army. If you do not do so 
the game is lost. If I save the Army now, I tell you plainly, I owe 
no thanks to you or any other person in Washington’. It is probable 
that no other general could have retained his command twenty-four 
hours but the mental perturbation which pierced through the inco- 
herence of this message filled the President with such dismay that its — 
monstrous insolence was wholly overlooked.” * 

1It was said that McClellan committed “Posthumous Hari-Kari” in his 
“Own Story’! Gurowski records in His Diary: 

Mr. Lincoln almost daily comes into McClellan’s Library and sits there 


unnoted. Several times McClellan let the President wait with other common 
individuals. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


After Malvern Hill and before his departure from the Peninsula, 
McClellan wrote a letter to the President, of which the following is 
an excerpt: “A system of constitutional limitations would receive the 
support of almost all truly loyal men and women. . . . The military 
forces should not be dispersed but collected into masses and brought 
to bear upon the Confederate States’ —-of which we read the balance 
at Harrison’s Landing. 

Professor Myers observes “the Abolitionists looked upon this 
letter as part of a deep-laid plot of McClellan and his friends to go 
before the people of the country as the rival of Lincoln; and the ene- 
mies of McClellan regarded it as a proclamation of political prin- 
ciples and a platform for the Presidential nomination.” 

Lincoln showed this letter—according to Dr. Myers—to his friends, 
and its contents were freely discussed, and soon a selected public 
knew of McClellan’s political ambition. The circumstances under 
which Lincoln received the letter were interesting. When Lincoln 
visited Harrison’s Landing after the Great Retreat, McClellan met 
him on the President’s “yacht.” Lincoln read it when McClellan 
personally handed it to him; made no comment, but this: “All right’; 
then folded it up and placed it in his pocket! 

So much, for the time being, of McClellan playing the role not 
of Soldier but of Politician. But now we are in a position to know 
the thoughts that were passing through the minds——-had reached the 
final, “infallible” judgment—of the men who guarded the destinies 
of the nation; the men responsible for the selection of the soldiers 
to fight its wars; and the men whose communications were “secret- 
served” and perfect from every little rivulet and mighty stream of 
information flowing alike from the battlefront and from every heart 
and hearthstone in every hamlet and city, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, Canada to Mexico. And the singular good fortune is ours 
of a later day——-Kearny had to rely on intuition principally; the man 
of the world, knowing the world, his business—to be able to read 
the thoughts of these responsible men, into the ocean of whose 
thought poured all the streams of information upon which the 
soundest minds available to Lincoln passed their judgments. 

These men were Chase, Governor of Ohio; Secretary of the 
Treasury, Chief Justice of the United States-to-be by Lincoln’s ap- 
pointment. Stanton, Secretary of War; a Justice of the Supreme 
Court, dying before he took his seat. Halleck, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armies of the United States. Gideon Welles, Secretary of the 
Navy; a man of the purest character; slander unknown to him; 
cautious in statement; and rightly the confidant of Mr. Lincoln 
and all his associates. Bates, Attorney General; Presidential can- 
didate; able and rich lawyer; dreamer and idealist; a great friend 
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of the poet, Stedman, who saw him daily, and wrote beautifully of 
his “gentle-manly” qualities. Smith, able politician, square as they 
make them. Blair,—enemy of Fremont,—of a famous Missouri fam- 
ily, swaying Missouri politics for years. The distinguished Seward, 
long a national name; Secretary of State; Governor of New York, 
winning the Presidential nomination at the Republican Convention 
over Lincoln during the first several ballots. The Tribune had an 
“extra” declaring him nominated;—and then Lincoln. And the 
source from which the opinions of these witnesses reach our page 
is the Diary of Gideon Welles, who daily made his entries—or if 
not daily, while the events were still verbatim in his memory—and 
generally conceded to be an exact image of the political scene. And 
first for one of the last entries we shall use in Welles’s Diary: | 

October 15, 1862.—A letter has been shown about and is today pub- 
lished purporting to be from General Kearny who fell at Chantilly. 
The letter is addressed to O. S. Halstead of New Jersey. It ex- 
presses his views and shows his feelings towards McClellan, whom 
he says, “positively has no talents”. How many officers have written 
similar private letters is unknown.- “We have no generals,” says this 
letter of Kearny’s. 

The letter referred to by Secretary Welles was published—as we 
know—throughout the country on or about October 15th, 1862. 


“Harrison’s Landing, August 4th, 1862. Dear Pet: 1 thank you 
for your kind long letter. 

“We have no generals. McClellan is the failure I have ever pro- 
claimed him to be. He will only get us into more follies; more waste 
of blood; fighting by driblets. He has lost the confidence of all. Nor 
has he a single officer around him capable of bettering us. 

“But if the infatuate North are weak enough to let this crisis be 
managed by small men of small motives, I am not willing to be their 
puppet. As for McClellan, he is burnt out! Never once on a battle 
field; you have nothing to hope from him as a leader of a column. 
How do they expect Pope to beat, with a very inferior force, the 
veterans of Ewell and Jackson? 

“McClellan is dangerous, from the want of digesting his plans. 
Get me and my ‘Fighting Division’ with Pope. With best regards, 
Kearny.” : 


So much for Kearny’s voice while living—pouring out its golden 
judgments—now proven—into the privileged ears of Cortlandt and 
Agnes and of “Pet” Halstead Parker’s friend, and Kearny’s neighbor 
at Bellegrove, who was Kearny’s secular advocate with the President, 
whom “Pet” saw with tears of sorrow in his eyes bemoaning, “Mr. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Kerney’s” death, “his General’s” death, which had robbed him of a 
successor to McClellan and Pope. A voice now crying from the 
tomb to the people for whom Lincoln was to tell Phil.’s spirit at 
Gettysburg, he had given the last full measure of devotion !—erying 
now no longer in the Wilderness as at Malvern Hill, but heard 
wherever men read newspapers, to drive out McClellan and his fleeing 
hirelings whose own the sheep were not-—not as cowards but “mili- 


tary imbeciles,’”’ and so to save the nation! Old stuff to us, who have 


read Kearny’s letters! But Kearny’s words were music to the ears 
of Stanton, Chase, Halleck, Bates and Lincoln—and brought out 
from the strings of the lesser instruments responsive chords—and 
at length swelled into a mighty chorus of public opinion, and within 
three weeks, despite McClellan’s quasi-victory at Antietam, Lincoln 
-~-now backed by the voice of a National hero—relieved him from 
command; and McClellan soon came forth fully clothed in the habit 
of his real Peninsula Person: Presidential Candidate against his 
Commander-in-chief, Abraham Lincoln! And now for the voices of 
Lincoln and his Cabinet promised to be produced at Williamsburg. 


WELLES’ DIARY 


August 31st—Yesterday, Saturday P.M., the 30th, Chase called 
on me with a protest addressed to the President, signed by himself, 
against continuing McClellan in command and demanding his imme- 
diate dismissal. Certain grave offenses were enumerated. Chase 
said Stanton had seen and approved and would sign in turn. I told 
him I preferred a different course; but if asked by the President I 
was prepared to expose my opinion which, as he knew, had long 
been averse to McClellan’s dilatory course, and it was much agera- 
vated by what I had recently heard from the War Department ; that 
I did not choose to denounce McClellan for incapacity or to pro- 
nounce him a traitor as declared in this paper; but would say that I 
believed his removal from command was demanded by public senti- 
ment; and the best interests of the country. 

Chase said that was not sufficient; that the time had arrived when 
either the Government or McClellan must go down. He then pro- 
ceeded to expose certain acts, some of which I had previously known 
and others new and more startling, of which I was ignorant. There 
might be, therefore, propriety in their stating what they knew. I told 
Chase I could not sign though I wished McClellan removed after 
what I had heard; and should have no hesitancy in saying so at the 
proper place and time and in what I considered the right way. 

August 31st.—Stanton said McClellan delayed in carrying out his 
orders to support Pope for thirteen days and never did comply until 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


General Burnside had been sent to supersede him if he did not move. 
Since his arrival at Alexandria there had been pnly delay and em- 
barrassment by General McClellan. General Halleck personally com- 
manded General Franklin to support Pope at Manassas. Franklin 
got as far as Annandale when he was stopped by McClellan against 
orders from Headquarters! 

For twenty-four hours that large force remained stationary, hear- 
ing the whole time the guns of the battle that was raging at the front. 
In consequence of that delay by Commander McClellan against spe- 
cific instructions, he apprehended our army would be compelled to 
fall back. Stanton said after Smith left that Pope had telegraphed 
to McClellan for supplies and the latter informed Pope that they were 
in Alexandria, and if Pope would lend him a cavalry escort he could 
have them! A general fighting in the field of battle to send to a 
general in the rear and in repose an escort! 

Watson, Assistant Secretary of War, repeated to me this last fact 
and reaffirmed the others. We heard this Sunday morning that our 
army had fallen back to Centreville. The rebels were largely re- 
inforced while our troops detained at Annandale by McClellan’s 
order, did not arrive to support our weakened and exhausted men. 
McClellan telegraphed from the rear, “Pope is badly cut up”. It 
is sad to feel the crimes of some men; perhaps the crimes of some 
men who have been trusted. We need better generals; but we could 
have no better army. There is great want of capacity and will among 
our military leaders; much latent disloyalty in Washington.’ 

September 1st.—-Chase called in today with a more carefully pre- 
pared and less exceptionable address to the President, stating the 
signers did not deem it safe that McClellan should be entrusted with 
the army, and that if required the signers would give their reasons 
against continuing him in command. The paper was in the hand of 
the Attorney General, Bates, and was signed by Stanton, Bates, 
Chase and Smith. Stanton and Chase are determined to destroy 
McClellan, and Seward and Stanton act in concert. 

September 1st.—Chase said he deliberately believed that McClellan 
ought to be shot, and should write the President that he thought 
McClellan had shaken confidence in his reliability and efficiency; 
for he was not deficient in sagacity and intelligence. I did not at 
an earlier date think as Chase now says he does, and as IJ hear others 
do think, that McClellan is an imbecile, a coward and a traitor. I 
thought he was not a fighting man; but some statements by Stanton, 
and some recent acts, indicate failings and delinquencies of a far 


2A minister in one of the fashionable churches refused to pray for the success 
of McClellan’s army! 


[413 ] 


? 


a ee 
YUAAIH qd Ji 


vor jon bib oc ti eid sbsersque 0} panes . 
-m? bas ysisb ying nood bed s1odd? sitbnsxstA 3 | 
102 ysnoeisg AtellsH Ispasd : oe 
niblnstd .eseesnsM is scoT sroqaue of nillastd, fs STOR 
a is 


OS fi! si yl vi bequodse 26 sd nastiw hen 0 rt 8 


19 siasiupbes pi 
-1s0r1 -sismorisie boaisaist 92101 oyisi tart eqod a0 x 
c enies: 2aw ter olited sd} to entry ot pe 
its M iasbrsmmo2 vd yaelsb ‘todd io tt; , 

yrate wo bsbnedetqgs od, a0 oat 

3 diel cinmnd astte bisa nome a 

orroint t93isi sd3 bas ess jque ol TE 


































ol 


i} 
‘ é 
bedi 
iby 


. so & mid besl bisov. SC = woke nay a 
: ; slited to pb! i ot gation Is a An 
{10929 ss 920997 ai “tn Ss 127 2 
mm ot betacqs1 js V/ to yisisios]e insteeeA 
me sniston: yeboud eid? bused sV/ ..zriio aia 


-s1 visurel stow aisdet oT .ollivettns) of Hosd ns on 
D214 vd alshbeennA tn Benisishb eqoow mwo olid 4 
st betenedxs bas bonalssw wo soqque of svitts JO im 
3] .“ew dao vibed et scot)” ts: iit mot Bbedqer lot 9 
moz to ) wd ect x2 : 5m smog 10 ede rat 
' : — 
aleranoy 1otted besn 9¥/ _ .boteint ased val - 
bets vifeeqn> lo tnsw tsoTy et stat vem 13199 
yen VW : isvole:t tsl dour : 22 obeal. ¥ 

- { wv a te Se 7 Bf ny; SK iii if bd 2al)— sey. 
higot of 22o1bbe danciaeens onal | 
Hafol£ sot . tt oveb jon BD 
Dit Ion acti hie Sa ti tock bas ed ~ 


> S rv r of Di mmnos Oi (Tt BOO sens 


a 


d on 
. Said Cm 


ny 


ai 


ao ; 
> [ 7 has j ijeiv mow or Wiad 
i hcnatiale e 

7 ; sendO bas noinst2 altond fb 
13 mt ioe noinotZ hen brown? See a 


bodied letsradilsh od bina sei et todmaie 


> i“ 


‘ darts 28 esti ry bhaiond pbal Jord bay 
tiidgilet end mi sorebrinos notede 7 
, low bas vitosase -mt Iesmreb jon 


-etedie tam! Tes bas .esob od evse wom S2ni) es Lecialt oft 

1 .tofisw s bare birwoo gs slivsdini ns et asiloldoM ame 

noinesé “rd etmemnsiste omoe tid jase gaiitigh 6 jon 264 
1BI-s to asionsupnileh bas ayrtilisi stectian 2p tiene 

vse 

4 


eesoome 3c8 10} 639 0! beewlor esslowrlo oldesiottent oy ‘ r 7 > atm 


Cem) ity 
me 


ig 
4 - 7 ‘ ute 


2 , Py a 
\ : . 
: a ( 
sg fi ' 
Bhrley. ile pete 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


more serious character. The country is greatly incensed against 
McClellan but he has the confidence of the army, I hear. 

September 2d.—At Cabinet meeting the general feeling is that Pope 
is a failure here; and there is a belief on all hands that he has not 
been seconded and sustained as he should have been by McClellan, 
Franklin and Porter, perhaps some others. Some who were dis- 
satisfied with McClellan’s inaction felt that there was nothing to do 
but acquiesce. Yet these earnestly and emphatically stated that his 
continuance in command would be a national calamity. 

September 2d.—McClellan would never have struck a blow at 
Richmond. 

September 3d.—I sometimes fear McClellan’s heart is not earnest 
in the cause. It flatters him to have on his Staff the French Princes 
and men of wealth and position. The study of military operations 
amuses him; he likes show and parade and power. Wishes to out- 
general the rebels, not kill or destroy them. | 

I cannot relieve my mind of the belief that to him in a great 
degree, and to his example and influence and conduct, are to be 
attributed some portion of our late reverses, more than to any other 
person on either side. His reluctance to move, his inactivity, his 
detention of Franklin, his refusal to send forward supplies until we 
would send a cavalry escort from the battlefield, and the tone of his 
dispatches, all show a moody state of feeling. 

September s5th.--Pope declares all his misfortunes are owing to 
persistent determination of McClellan, Franklin and Porter who were 
aided by Ricketts, Griffin and some others, who were predetermined 
he should not be successful. They preferred, he said, that the coun- 
try should be ruined rather than that he should be successful. 

September 7th.—In a brief conversation with the President as we 
were walking together on Friday, the President said with great em- 
phasis: “There has been a design, a purpose of breaking down Pope 
without regard of consequences to the country. It is shocking to see 
and know this, but there is no remedy at present. McClellan has 
the army with him.” My convictions are with the President that 
McClellan and his generals are stronger than the Administration with 
a considerable portion of the Army of the Potomac. It is not so 
everywhere with the soldiers, or in the country, where McClellan 
has lost favor. The President spoke favorably of Pope. 

Interrupting the Diary for a moment, challenged by the President’s 
statement as well as by Pope’s statement—and recalling Kearny’s 
judgment in regard to Porter’s supporting Pope—let’s let Secretary 
Chase speak through his Diary on June 27th: “President profoundly 
concerned; determined to take some definite steps as to military 
action. General Pope said he regarded it as necessary for the safety 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


and success of his operations that there should be a change in the 
command of the Army of the Potomac. He believed that General 
McClellan’s incompetency, and indisposition to active movement, was 
so great, that if in Pope’s operations he should need assistance, he 
could not expect it of McClellan. He had urged upon the President 
the need of superseding McClellan.” Now to return to Secretary 
Welles: 

September 7th.—To have placed any other general than McClellan 
or one of his circle in command would be to risk disaster. It is painful 
to entertain the idea that the country is in the hands of such men.. 
I hope I mistake them. 

September 8th—The President called on me. He expressed him- _ 
self in decided terms concerning the mismanagement of the army, 
“We had the enemy in the hollow of our hand on Friday, if Our 
generals who are vexed with Pope had done their duty. All our 
present difficulties and reverses have been brought upon us by the 
quarrels of our generals.” 

In a conversation with Chase he said my failure to sign the protest 
was productive of good. If I had done it McClellan would have 
been disposed of; but it might have been hazardous in view of con- 
ditions in the army to have dismissed him. 

September 1oth—Secretary Watson tells me of a conspiracy on 
foot among certain generals for a revolution and the establishment 
of a provisional government. He obtained information from one 
of McClellan’s staff. Watson is sure. Secretary Smith said he had 
heard of this movement. McClellan certainly committed an error if 
not a crime of remaining supine while a great battle was going on 
in front; and he imparted his own disappointed feeling to his sub- 
ordinates. 

September rith.—-Lincoln said that when McClellan went up the 
Peninsula there was not a single reason why he should have been 
detained a single day at Yorktown; but he waited and gave the 
enemy time to gather his forces and strengthen his position. 


3 The notorious Vallandigham, tried for treason and driven from the country 
for planning to organize an independent republic out of the Northwestern States, 
ultimately to be joined to the South, organized a treasonable Society to effect it, 
called in the East “Minute Men,” who advocated McClellan’s Presidential elec- 
tion. Vallandigham proposed the plank adopted by the Democratic Party on 
which McClellan stood, declaring the war a failure and advocating accommoda- 
tions with the South. He then seconded McClellan’s nomination for the 
Presidency. McClellan accepted, but faced both ways in a letter of acceptance! 
One of the most famous cartoons of political literature represents him in a 
circus ring with feet placed on two horses each violently pulling in opposite 
directions. A “leading historian’ justifies him as being for the war because 
while his first draft—-of letter—stood on the platform, his final draft blew him 
off it! Imagine trusting such a Union Soldier! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


So much for the testimony of Lincoln and his Cabinet through 
Secretary Welles; now let Chase speak, whose voice on June 27th 
we have already heard. ¢ 

July 22d—A letter from Colonel Key in which he stated that he 
had reason to believe that if General McClellan found he could not 
otherwise sustain himself in Virginia, he would declare the slaves 
free; and that the President would not dare to interfere with the 
order. I showed the President this and urged upon him an imme- 
diate change in the command of the army.* 

August 29th——The Secretary of War called on me in reference to 
McClellan. He has long believed and so have I that McClellan ought 
not to be entrusted with the command of any army of the Union, 
and the events of the last few days have greatly strengthened our 
judgment. 

August 30th——Judge Bates called and he concurred in our judg- 
ment. Afterwards I went to the War Department where Watson 
showed me a paper expressing it. 

August 31st.—Fitz-John Porter not in the battle, nor Franklin nor 
Sumner, with whose corps the battle would have been very different. 

September 2d.—-Blair thought that McClellan could not be sately 
trusted with the chief command. Giving command to McClellan, he 
said, was equivalent to giving Washington to the rebels. His omis- 
sion to send troops forward to the battle of Friday and Saturday 
evinced a spirit which rendered him unworthy of trust. Other mem- 


~ bers concurred. 


September 5th——The President stated that Porter, Franklin and 
Griffin would be relieved of command and brought before a Court 
of Inquiry. The President said the clamor against McDowell was 
so great that he could not lead his troops unless something was done 
to restore confidence.® 

September 11th.—Two weeks since Hooker drove Ewell at Bristoe 
Station and what weeks! Pope defeated at Bull Run because the 
Administration persisted in keeping McClellan in command of the 
Army of the Potomac after full warning that under his lead and 
influence that army would not cooperate effectually with Pope. 

September. 25th——Hooker said it was not true that the army was 
attached to McClellan save two corps; that other officers, he himself 
certainly, thought him not fit to lead a great army. 

September 27th-——Hooker unequivocal in condemnation of Mc- 
Clellan. 

The Attorney General with his characteristic humor, with his 


4 Colonel Key of the interview-to-be with General Howell Cobb. 
5 “Fbullitions,” “jealousy,” nonsense; sound military judgment. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


penetrating sense, and with his power of analysis unequalled at the 
Bar of his day, covers the field in his Journal in this way: 

March 13th, 1862.—Several days ago McClellan took the field with 
a mighty host, resolved to play the mischief with the great rebel 
army at Manassas. He advanced cautiously with “failing steps and 
slow” ; all was silent and desolate with here and there the smoldering 
ashes of burnt haystacks and corn-cribs. In short, the enemy was 
gone bag and baggage, guns and all! The adverse general behaved 
foolishly. He did not send his card to General McClellan, P. P. C. 
to take leave which was the social custom. It was very unusual to 
treat our General so. If he had not relied upon the courtesy of the 
enemy to give him fair notice to quit, he certainly with two hundred 
thousand men at his back would have taken some steps to find out — 
the plan and purpose of the enemy. But it seems our General went 
with his finger in his mouth on a fool’s errand and that he had won 
a fool’s reward. 


For no man sure e’er left his house, 

And saddled “Ball”. with thoughts so wild, 
To bring a midwife to his house, 

Before he knew she was with child. 


So much for the judgment, undoubtedly correctly reported, of 
Lincoln and his entire cabinet. Certainly all, except possibly Welles, 
—possibly,—doubted McClellan’s loyalty, and certainly four, if not all 
except Welles, concurred in Kearny’s judgment that McClellan was 
Traitor; and all concurring with Kearny held him “a military im- 
becile” and that the army was ruled “by small men with small 
motives” and the universal judgment was that McClellan should be 
immediately deposed from command as unfit to command a Union 
Army. <As for the failure to support Pope, the testimony is con- 
vincing. © 

The Illustrated News and many other former friends began to 
smell a rat—in fact a lot of them! 


ILLUSTRATED NEWS 


There is no longer any secret made of the fact that McClellan 
lost us the Peninsula campaign. His dread of the Foe, or his criminal 
fear that somebody would be hurt, led him to arm his soldiers with 
Pick and Spade to the neglect of Bayonet and Rifle. But the people 
and the army had adopted him as a pet and had no eyes for his 
blunders; no ears for those who tried to demonstrate his unfitness. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


HARPER’S WEEKLY 


It is a profound pity for the catise of the country that General 
McClellan is the favorite general of all those whose loyalty is lagging 
and who secretly wish the success of the Confederacy. Mr. Fernando 
Wood and the newspapers which strenuously labor to defeat the 
restoration of the Union are all the most vehement partisans of 
McClellan. Two of these newspapers have lately published under 
the form of letters from the camp insinuations that the army would 
not submit to the removal of McClellan—And so with other organs 
of national opinion. 


Then, too, McClellan’s failure to support Pope was paralleled in 
principle in the pathetic incident of Colonel Miles—much then gos- 
sipped about—who was mortally wounded and carried off the field 
at the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, October 4th, 1862. Veering 
public opinion found another illustration of McClellan’s failure to 
support Pope—in fact, a Court of Inquiry undoubtedly tacitly cen- 
sured McClellan. jw ome 

A specific instance originating with Kearny’s Brigade found its 
way into General Kearny’s letters of McClellan’s treasonable com- 
munications with the enemy. In 1864 when McClellan was candidate 
for the Presidency, denouncing the war as failure, Colonel Simpson 
of Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade—then one of America’s noted 
engineers—in response to the invitation of the editor of the Cin- 
cinnati Commercial, enlarged on General Kearny’s account which 
Colonel Simpson had contemporaneously reported to General Kearny 
and had formed the basis of General Kearny’s narrative. A sum- 
mary of Colonel Simpson’s very detailed, very authoritative account 
~—suppressed at the time—is revealed in a letter to Mr. Conkling, the 
Cincinnati editor: 


COL. SIMPSON’S AND GENERAL KEARNY’S CHARGES 


The First New Jersey Brigade, General Kearny’s former command, 
during the middle of June 1862, was encamped about Mechanicsville 


to guard the right flank of the Federal army before Richmond. The 


Mechanicsville bridge was between Beaver Dam Creek and Meadow 
Bridge where the first battle of the Seven Days Battles occurred, and 
was about central between these two extremes. 

On the day in question, the 15th day of June, Colonel Simpson 
was general field officer of the day and was told that a flag of truce 
was awaiting his presence at the Mechanicsville bridge to obtain the 
necessary permission to pass the Federal lines. Colonel Simpson 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


upon reaching the Mechanicsville bridge found a white flag flying, 
but to his astonishment, not on the south or Confederate, but on the 
north or our side of the Chickahominy and with it a small body of 
United States Dragoons. Colonel Simpson was very much surprised 
to find from an inquiry of a dragoon that a rebel general was in a 
nearby shanty within his lines, which had always been used as his 
picket headquarters. Feeling indignant that a parley should be held 
at such a place whence the enemy—unless blindfolded as was usual— 
could immediately look down upon our entrenchments-—‘‘as effectually 
as a spy could accomplish the same object’’-—-which we had thrown- 
up there a few nights before, Colonel Simpson immediately ap- 
proached and entered. : 

He saw two officers, one of them dressed in the uniform of a 
colonel of the Federal army, the other in a suit of gray, frock coat 
and trousers, the uniform of a rebel officer. “I immediately intro- 
duced myself to the officer, apparently a Federal, as Colonel Simpson 
of Kearny’s old brigade, remarking that I was in charge of the pickets. 
The Federal officer introduced himself as Colonel Key of General 
McClellan’s staff, ‘I am here holding a conversation with General 
Cobb’, said he, ‘to whom permit me to introduce you.’ Though not 
recognizing the rebel officer at first on account of the great length 
and color of his beard—it was of a brown color as if burned by the 
sun-—I at once did so as soon as his name was pronounced; and on 
- Colonel Key’s saying ‘Colonel Simpson, General Cobb’, we shook 
hands and I added, ‘Formerly Secretary of the Treasury of the 
United States?’ ‘Yes,’ he replied, ‘I once held that position.’ ” 

Colonel Key then notifying Colonel Simpson that the interview 
was on the subject of exchange of prisoners, the two separated, 
believing that Colonel Key had sufficient credentials to hold his parley. 
Perhaps an hour elapsed when both Key and Cobb came out of the 
shanty together, and went to the Mechanicsville bridge, bidding each 
other adieu at this point; General Cobb walking over a plank across a 
broken span of the bridge to join the Confederates on the other side. 
Colonel Simpson then joined Key, “suspicious of the whole thing,” 
and they rode together towards Mechanicsville. 

“For a while” wrote Simpson, “Colonel Key seemed to be in quite a 
study, and then remarked coolly and deliberately as if just having 
become awakened to the fact, “Those leaders on the other side talk 
as if they would fight’. ‘Why, who ever doubted it,’ I replied. 
‘Do you think,’ continued he, ‘that they reflect the opinion of the 
great mass of the people south?’ ‘Whether they do or not,’ rejoined 
I, ‘there is one thing certain, the masses cannot be reached until 
you’ve killed the leaders.’ ‘But,’ continued he, “do you think it 
would be better to raise the masses to their legitimate authority and 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


sink these fellows?’ ‘Yes,’ I remarked, ‘if you could do it. But 
how are you going to do it without war?” 

“This conversation on the part of Colonel Key, General McClellan’s 
trusted aide, as he must have been to be singled out to hold a parley 
with the wily politician, Howell Cobb, I thought very remarkable, 
considering that the rebels had already resisted our army at York- 
town, Williamsburg and Fair Oaks.” ® 

Colonel Key informed Colonel Simpson that it was originally in- 
tended to hold the interview at Doctor Garnett’s house within the 
enemy’s lines, but that they had objected. “Yes,” I replied, “they 
object to our holding conversations with them within their lines 
while we permit Mrs. Lee and family to go all through ours and 
another lady also, and now,” I added, “we allow General Howell Cobb 
to come and hold a conversation within our lines.” 

The next day Colonel Simpson made his customary written report 
as field officer of Kearny’s brigade, which passed through General 
Slocum to General McClellan, “with strong reprobatory endorsement”. 
In his report Colonel Simpson stated that he regretted that “the 
conference took place within our lines which would not have taken» 
place had I been consulted about it.” 7 

Then Colonel Simpson tells Editor Conkling of the Cincinnati 
paper: “As it is, Mrs. General Lee and family and another lady at 
another time going over the Meadow Bridge, and General Cobb over 
the Mechanicsville Bridge, our defenses, of course—well known to 
General McClellan-—at both points had been exposed ; and considering 
that we were at the right flank of our lines, and at best not very 
strongly fortified, the circumstances, to say the least, were unfor- 
tunate; and is emphasized by the fact that it was by the Meadow 
Bridge that General A. P. Hill, and by the Mechanicsville Bridge 
that General Longstreet of the rebel army eleven days after the occur- 
rences above mentioned, crossed the Chickahominy on the 26th day 
of June, and commenced the series of battles nm which the Army of 
the Potomac was driven to Harrison’s Landing.’ And then Colonel 
Simpson refers to his communication with the Cincinnati editor: 

It is with great reluctance that I give Mr. Conkling on your 
solicitation this account. I will add, however, that it was on the day 
following Mrs. Lee’s passing unblindfolded through our lines after a 
sojourn of a month within our lines at the White House, that General 


6 Who may doubt that McClellan through Colonel Key was sounding out one 
of the South’s wiliest politicians—who with his brother “Tom”, was called by 
Lee his closest and ablest voluntcer adjutants—on McClellan’s policy of Con- 
ciliation set forth in his Presidential letter of acceptance addressed to Wood 
on the Peninsula. 

7 McClellan must have felt that Kearny indorsed his Brigade Officer’s judg- 
ment,-—of course he did. 
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Stuart made his raid along the same road which Mrs. Lee had used 

A postscript very illuminating now edits Colonel Simpson’s and 
General Kearny’s letters, through an entry in Gurowski’s Journal—we 
have already read Key’s name in Chase’s Diary—“Colonel Key’s dis- 
closure concerning McClellan’s program not to destroy the rebels and 
the Rebellion until the next presidential election, are interesting.” 9 

Now comes the final stab at Lincoln. McClellan proposes to. Lee 
that the Armies of the United and the Confederate States of America 
should jointly march on Washington, sweep Lincoln from power—_ 
and the Republican Party—-and set up a revolutionary government! 
Lincoln’s judgment-——-and Kearny’s—was indeed prophetic! 

Lee’s propagandaed opinion of McClellan as par excellence the 
ideal ablest soldier in the North was exploited by the South’s sym- 
pethizers in the North to keep a known incompetent, and in the 
South’s universal judgment, proven Disloyalist in command of the 
Northern Armies; while southern opinion illustrated in the news- 
papers—and all the foreign correspondents in their uncensored dis- 
patches-—filled their columns with the truth supporting Kearny’s and 
Gurowski’s known opinions.2° The Picayune, the Baltimore Daily 
Sun, the Daily South Carolinian, the Charleston M ercury, the 
Charleston Courier and the Courier des Etats Unis and the London 
Times and London Index support the opinions found in the following 
editorial column of the Daily Dispatch of Richmond, the quasi-official 
voice of Jefferson Davis: 


THE DAILY DISPATCH--RICHMOND 


May 7th: Editorial: Of all the slow coaches that ever had to do 
with the command of men, McClellan is the slowest! He has had 
the enemy in sight for nine months and never fought a battle. From 
Washington to Richmond by way of York is a journey of 24 hours 
with the aid of steam. He has been six weeks on the Peninsula and 


§ The real data supplied was doubtless about McClellan’s southern sympathies. 

®It is a most significant fact that this interview, of all the interviews on the 
Peninsula, apparently was the only one to reach the southern newspapers; and 
its tenor seemed to arouse the most serious interest of the editors. On July 
5th, the Dispatch read: “A flag of truce was sent to the rebel camp on Tuesday 
to hold a conference with General Howeil Cobb, on the subject of the exchange 
of prisoners. Colonel Key of McClellan’s staff was the officer entrusted with the 
mission. Cobb never intended to argue the whole question of Secession, but 
found Colonel. Key quite as ready to discuss the political as the military 
situation.” Of course Key was McClellan's alter ego. 

10“Always the same lies, stortes and humbugs concerning the hundreds of 
thousands of rebels at Manassas. These lies are spread here at Washington by 
the Southerners and by the Herald and Times; and McClellan seems willing to 
swallow the lies as they justify his inaction.” Gurowski. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


not fought a battle. He has been digging ever since! Napoleon 
kept his plans secret. Little Napoleon blabs them out to Bennett,2 
and Bennett to the rest of the world. We feel obliged to Bennett 
for this sketch of his leader’s intention. Bennett has been kind 
enough to give us notice of our dangers. 

May 2ist, The New York correspondent of the London—England, 
~—Herald writes on that date as quoted in the Despatch: “What I saw 
long ago about the incompetency of General McClellan is rapidly 
forcing itself into a great truth. The public in this city and in the 
North think he is traitor and that he will act the part enacted by 
Benedict Arnold. Others think he will not prove traitor but only 
fool; and that he will merely be whipped badly and then retire from 
the public service. He will probably be whipped in the Peninsula. 
It seems the greatest crime that with an army of 250,000 men he 
should have permitted 60,000 to leave the Potomac. His sympathies 
are with the Confederates, and while this lasts we shall get no serious 
victories. An able Commander would have ended the war months 
ago. It looks as if we have got to fight it all over with other 
commanders.” | 

June 7th: We could not reconcile, with our notions of an honorable 
man, a compact to retain his salary as President of a Railroad while | 
commanding the Army of the Yankees. We thought it a little in- 
consistent that McClellan should be declaring in private that he would 
much rather lead an army against Massachusetts than the South. 

June oth: In the early part of the War General McClellan wrote a 
distinguished officer in the South expressing a desire to serve in the 
Confederacy. 

The Richmond Whig, June roth. Editorial: MILITARY AD- 
VENTURER. Then follows: In the early part of the war, General 
McClellan wrote to a distinguished officer in the South expressing his 
desire to serve in the Confederacy. If he dare deny the fact it can 
be demonstrated by such evidence as will close his lips in eternai 
silence. When at West Point he affected to fraternize with those 
exclusively from the South and had little sympathy with those from 
other states; but the bribe offered him by Lincoln was too much. 
After the battle of Rich Mountain, McClellan told Confederate 
prisoners that he would much rather be leading an Army against 
Massachusetts than Virginia. This can be proved by undeniable 
authority. 


After the disastrous battles of the Retreat which resulted in Lin- 
coln’s call for 300,000 volunteers, the Daily Dispatch on August 7th 
and 8th comments: ‘‘McClellan continues inactive. All enthusiasm for 


11 New York Herald. 
[ 422]. 


YUAARA UAH J 


noslogsf toneda a9ve gabygib mend ‘ae oH. 
Kicialaed o} “mig migelt weld mosiogaX obsitt - 22 
ansa of | bog ldo tani SW. bhew odt-io: sean, ot 
bail pee ectl azormastl .noitmoiad, e“tsbest eit to abies. 
21 sireh wo. to. soon ate ovig ot. fg : » 
boslen4—nobmo.l seit }o inshbrodesri02 110¥ wovi- od To seis Be 
2 | wed ¥/" : citeqee arfs mi basonp es oteb Is cts no eotirw bis 
yigst e: nalisljokh Lawrred) to vyomeieqmoant sdf tuodé’ ops 
ni Dn io cute wi cideg odT slit? teetg 2 tnt Heating 

m> 787, 2f3, 196 iw oc sett bee rotigat 2b orl Herre: WV 
nid totiait svorq joa Hiw sd oaieidt evedtO». dblontA 4sibem oe 
TID" 't bane vibad begairhr od viewer iw od série bane ORT 

















* 


2 
” 


é . ; yay Linw sti . .saIviee oildng iy 
oi nam eoo.corf te yarns. ms diiw ter) ornitd jestseTg oct eneh HE 
qmnva eili .aemeiod ar ovsal of 000,00 beiiensg oved binomee 
uohse om tog Mlarle ow zteal etd? oiiriw boue .2otstebeluc) odiuinen eee 
artinorm wsw oft babae sve bluow iwbnascracl sids mA «tol ee) & 
sorio dttw yore. Me ti. trigh of jog svad sw ht 2s exool st 
2Tobusma 309" 
oldgronod an to anoiton wo siliw slioneos1 jon biveo s\V id ¢ IK aaa 
littw beotlieh s to tnaebieotd es ytsise zie atstet of Ineqmos 24am yo 
-1i siitil « # tdguodi oW .eeniesY ori? to wetA ont yaibasme 03" 

now an tstlt sieving pi ortiwelasb od bivorle nellsfQoM tart teotetas 29 | 
Aiwoc ofl nedt etiszndoseesl. 3 S36 Vins OB beol tordiex dome 


















oh 
; siotw Tlisideli tersnen) 1 V/ orl} io t1sq vires oft al : ato onl. a 
oft mt svise of otizab 6 pul x9 dived oct at seoifto: bodeingatei 4 
ssisbsinod 
A Fob i<33 + isitottb: ; iL. brrors ulaigt xT - a 16 
nena”) 3ew 2d3-fo tisq vines ot al sew tcadT .ASNAUTAR 
| oniezotiexs dtmod adi ni texflo b urgniteth e of 9101 rsilsloM th 
# tosi,oct yasbietsh od. il = .yoainbs! ori} ne sv1ce of stizabwene 
nt eqil ata ia live as ig! filove vd betstienomob: od. a 
7 ot bat WT 3 iv oonralia, 


*, 
- 
_ 


ve 
m 
on 
ond 
- 
. 


2 av 
° - 
. , . - 4 . 
Tm OOo vie i Jhdinsd ¥u-DOMi +1 its pie saa 
- : : - : ; : : . A’ 
: : - . , * S. . 
Pes FR ty ot Py BY ‘ jiu lo: SIIIEO. Bf) eer pe 


nisge yew) me yrithesl sd 19 dour blnow od tof eronoetey 

idsinsbaw vd DIY a fir te Bon gv erty ae 

Uitordive 

i 

-tit at boileess rioichy tantiot ort to est tnd agers orit roth, ey" 
Feb as retsgaae. mo Asieaa vlinG ot 2xostawloy O60.00F¢ 262 Ua a's whoo 
10! mesteutt 7% rast HOSITVIMOD £7 satiate” ederseeunteo 48 b 


# 
‘ 


{ sep] 





ES eet 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


enlistment gone.”! Then just at the time when McClellan’s conduct 
was reacting favorably toward a Democratic “Peace-victory’” in the 
coming elections, and his failures were checking enlistment, the Dis- 
patch, September 23rd announced: “The New York Herald has dis- 
covered a conspiracy to depose Lincoln and put Fremont at the head 
of affairs. The Herald would be the first to act with a kick into ob- 
scurity.” Thus the snakes of Watson’s “revolutionary” movement 
hidden in Stanton’s, Chase’s, and Welles’—etc-—tongues—and re- 
corded in Welles’ Diary—now dare to rear their traitorous heads 
above the political grass, and come out into the open. McClellan’s 
betrayal of the North was now openly. propagandaed in the uncen- 
sored foreign press.” 

Le Moniteur Universel, September 27th in a New York dispatch, 
dated September 13th declares that it believes “that the object of the 
Confederates is not to insure their independence but to renverser,— 
overthrow,—the Administration of Lincoln and to s’emparer du pou- 
voir supreme,’—-to seize supreme power. 

On the 29th the Moniteur stated that “It is asserted that if Congress 
has a majority of Democrats in the November election Lincoln will 
modify his opinions.” 

Such the background: such the stage setting, when the Battle of 
Antietam—-McClellan’s first possible claim to victory in command 
of the Army of the Potomac—is lauded as victory throughout the 
Democratic pro-Southern press. McClellan suddenly determines to 
use his “claimed” hold over the army—-which compelled Lincoln to 
continue him in command to prevent a coup d’armée as chronicled 
in Welles’ Diary ! 

Shortly after the Battle of Antietam, Lee calls Longstreet to his 
Headquarters and hands Longstreet a letter. “This is from McClel- 
lan”——as he hands the document to Longstreet. Longstreet reads 
it; Lee gives him a copy and requests him to take it to his tent and 
after careful consideration give Lee his opinion. Longstreet returns 
and tells Lee “that there is no other construction save one; that 
McClellan wants to end the war here and now.’~-General Lee imme- 
diately concurred: “That idea occurs to me also. But I am not the 
one to whom such a message must be sent”. 

Longstreet took his copy to his own Headquarters and showed it 
to General Cobb—-Tom, brother of Howell of the Key-Cobb inter- 
view on the Peninsula. 

Longstreet said no word as to the construction already placed on it. 

12 A strong moral and semi-official censorship existed in the North,—a real 
censorship in McClellan’s Camp. The foreign correspondents tell a true story. 
Fulton, Associated Press and Baltimore American soon after reporting to Lin- 


coln at the White House—at Lincoln’s request—about the great retreat let leak 
out an item displeasing to Lincoln and he soon found himself thrown in jail! 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


General Cobb immediately replied: “McClellan proposes to march to 
Washington with the combined forces”! General Longstreet replied 
that he “thoroughly concurred in Cobb’s views”. 

Longstreet then advised Lee to meet McClellan, but Lee stated that 
McClellan should rightly address Davis and not himself. 

Lee shortly afterward visits Richmond; and the very adroit and 
significant correspondent of the Charleston C ourier in a signed article 
written from Richmond shows the effect on Lee of McClellan's plans: 
“General Lee in a recent visit to the city stated that there was not the 
slightest possibility of McClellan making an attack; or.of a general 
engagement; and that all the engagements around the Potomac were 
a mere sham! I believe the feeling of the Northern Democrats will 
be for peace.’—-Charleston Courier November 21st. 

McClellan is now ordered by Lincoln to advance against Lee and 
the Richmond Despatch chronicles the truth: “McClellan was ordered 
to battle on the 6th of October. He didn’t act at all. He is the 
future candidate of the Democratic Party. The need of the Adminis- 
tration is to attack and carry off a victory”; and after the election 
has gone heavily in favor of the Democrats, the Dispatch continues 
on November 7th: “McClellan actually waited till the election was 
over despite his orders to attack! The Republicans were resolved not 
to let another four months of winter pass without attacking; and it is 
known that McClellan does not intend to attack”. The Charleston 
Courier quoting the New York Times of October 31st states: “We 
intend to have the war stopped whether Lincoln agrees or not. This 
infamous war must come to an end.” ** 

No other alternative now remains but for the Administration to 
stiffen its will and to remove McClellan to save the North and the 
Nation! Undoubtedly all these proceedings were known to Stanton, 
Chase and Lincoln and were the undisclosed facts mentioned with 
apprehension—dread—but of course not recorded in Welles’ Diary 

13 The account in the text is based upon the testimony of a person of the high- 
est credentials, Bishop Kiely, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Savannah, Georgia, 
who was an intimate friend of General Longstreet’s and instrumental in his con- 
version to the Roman Catholic faith. The Bishop had on many occasions nar- 
rated the history to a correspondent to whom he wrote the letter in which the 
statement is found published in the Baltimore Sun, January 11th, 1904. The 
latter commented on it editorially plainly justifying McClellan in what the editor 
interpreted to be McClellan’s attempt to restore the Union—-with a medified 
Constitution—by driving “Lincoln and the political hacks” in Washington out 
of power. Prefacing his account, the Bishop wrote: “that his recollection 
was clear; and that Longstreet told him the story more than once. Longstreet 
often visited me when I lived in Atlanta and we often talked of the war”. 
The statement was never denied—although widely published—-and in the care- 
fully edited southern historical society papers under the caption “McClellan for 


Peace,” Kiely states that Longstreet sent a copy of the letter to Lee’s aide, 
Charles Marshall, who told the Bishop that he had mislaid it. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


which were conveyed to. Welles by these gentlemen as constituting 
their justification for Saying—as Welles records—that the Army 
Clique, intended to set up a revolutionary government! 

Then the Charleston Courier on November 15th sums up McClel- 
lan’s conduct: “John Van Buren, the son of the former President, 
declared at a great Democratic meeting in New York that the removal 
had made McClellan President of the whole Union with a modified 
Constitution.” On November 17th “the fury of the Democrats at 
McClellan’s removal is intense!” 14 Of course it was! 

“Ebullitions of temper. Jealousy.’ Fiddlesticks! Kearny had 
judged Just judgment, not by Appearances,—the Biblical Injunction! 
“With full appreciation of the responsibility involved, I now declare 
that the order to retreat from Malvern Hill is prompted by cowardice 
or treason”! Not by cowardice! “Ts prompted by Treason,” 

But the disillusionment—even to the uninitiate—leavened through 
the Nation; and the most representative account of the intelligent 
By-stander looking at McClellan and the scene, is in the person of 
Miss Eleanor Jay—niece of Phil.’s lawyer “boss” of 1835 !—who 
kept a diary of the period. The evolution of her symbolic thought 
is a rare treat as the curtain is gradually drawn and the hero becomes 
villain ! | ; 


MISS JAY’S DIARY 


Monday, September 6th, McClellan has issued an order for the 
strict observance of the Sabbath; no military movements are to be 
made on that day. 

April 30th, 1862.—Mrs. McClellan stayed at the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel. I was charmed with her gracious manner and sweet address. 

June 7th—If it hadn’t been for the rain McClellan would already 
have been in Richmond. The battle was called the Battle of Fair 
Oaks. 

June 25th.—Everyone on tiptoe in expectation of the final crash. 

June 30th—A terrible battle has taken place. 

July 2d.—People felt very much better, being assured that the 
retreat was part of the masterly strategy on McClellan’s part. Many 
do not hesitate to say that by the ath of July the army will be in 
Richmond; but I would give him a little more time. 

July 8th.—McClellan, it is universally admitted, is a great general. 
He is in an impregnable position and will advance shortly on Rich- 
mond, 

Then Miss Eleanor is silent for a time on McClellan’s greatness! 


14 Gourowski’s Journal: Political intriguers surrounding McClellan are busily 
laying tracks for him to the White House. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


He appears less and less on her stage. Then McClellan is demoted 
from command of the army; is publicly promoted,—newspapers, 
private letters, public meetings,—for the Democratic, pro-Southern, 
nomination for the Presidency; and to Miss Eleanor’s amazement 
becomes Presidential candidate, nominated on a platform denouncing 
the war as failure; and on November 21st 1864 the curtain is torn 
down from her stage! “The first week of this month everyone was 
completely absorbed in the election and what it would bring forth. 
The Republican Headquarters was a scene of enthusiasm which baffled 
all description. Poor McClellan; when I think on what a pinnacle 
of glory and honor he once stood, adored alike by soldier and people, 
one feels like exclaiming ‘how are the mighty fallen’; what littleness 
of character he has shown! Three years ago who would have believed 
he would be what he is today,—politically dead.” A singular coin- 
cidence! Republican Headquarters were at 23rd Street and Broadway 
and the building belonged to Mrs. Macomb, Phil.’s sister! 

The returns showed that McClellan carried three states, Delaware, 
Kentucky and, singularly enough, New Jersey, with a total of twenty- 
one electoral votes out of a total of two hundred twelve,—the worst 
contested defeat in history save Taft’s.? 

The army, too, was disgusted; it had lost its “idol”; feet of clay; 
and in the Republican Journal of Belford, Maine, a soldier of the 
Twentieth Maine Volunteers wrote, which revealed the mind of a 
great majority of McClellan’s soldiers: 

A great mistake of his life, the one his old soldiers can never forget 
was that when they were fighting in the trenches to preserve the life 
of a nation, he turned his back upon the army by accepting the 
presidential nomination from a party whose platform declared the 
war a failure; but notwithstanding this, so long as there are survivors 
of the old Army of the Potomac, so long will little Mac be lovingly 
remembered. 

Lincoln—-McClellan resigning the day of the election—comment- 
ing upon the campaign, characteristically remarked to the Secretary 
of the Treasury: “I am here by the blunders of the Democratic party ! 
If instead of resolving that the war was a failure they had resolved 
I was a failure, and denounced me for not more vigorously prosecut- 
ing the war, I should not have been elected and would not have been 
in need of a Secretary of the Treasury.” 

McClellan’s subsequent career; his search for public office; his re- 
jection as the governor’s nominee for Superintendent of Public 
Works in New York, the “political” transfer of his residence to New 


18 Adams’ defeat was scarcely in a contested election. Since writing the 
above Mr. Roosevelt’s astounding—-and glorious—victory over Landon calls 
for a slight modification of the text. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Jersey ; his selection there as Democratic candidate for governor by a 
political trick, are all fully analyzed by Doctor Myers. 

Now read Kearny’s letters; read the editorial¥ in the newspapers: 
Not “ebullitions” of temper; though passionately expressed, yet sub- 
ject to reason: Not wild-eyed views of his associates in the Peninsula 
campaign, but starry-clear vision. Not sentimental nonsense poured 
into the ears of his Beloved. Not hurt feelings flowing into Agnes’ 
ears—not unfounded calumnies for Parker’s deception—but reasoned 
judgments placed in the possession of one of the great lawyers of his 
_age and used by him with an effect alike with the President, with the 
Secretary of War, and with the New Jersey Delegation in Congress— 
and with the most powerful editors of the age—to place the Army 
in the possession of a Master-Builder who could wield the tools,— 
“les armes aux talents” was the motto of his military spiritual an- 
cestor. Had Lincoln followed the judgment of his advisors—and 
Parker plainly shows that he had developed to Lincoln and Stanton 
the source from which he had derived the data for his military judg- 
ments—the war might have been ended around Oak Ridge on June 
25th ;—but that’s another story which will never be written! 

As for McClellan, coward, or traitor in the legal sense ;—-Nonsense ! 
Just another of those incompetents! And thoroughly aware of his 
incompetence—McClellan, as Chase stated, was wise; he knew, and 
knew that he knew, he was incompetent—and so thoroughly aware 
that he could not lift the massive military sledge hammer, and crush 
it down upon the head of a Master-Wielder of a two-edged sword, 
incomparably less effective than his own battle tool, but which could 
actually be put to use by Lee’s hand who held it; and frightened out 
of his wits by his own incompetence in the presence of Master Soldier 
and Master Man, he “beat it” with unseemly haste crying “change 
of base”! Then an acknowledged failure, and recognizing just as 
surely as General Kearny that his fate was sealed as soldier, he 
eagerly turned actively to Politics. And it was in this field when 
he had actually raised the black flag—but there were a lot of other 
people doing it-—-that his blunders were, shall we say, in some sense 
“‘treasonable’! And if called upon to define that sense, not actual 
commerce with the enemy, not overt acts, two of which if proved 
could have successfully haled him into Aaron Burr’s Court before 
another John Marshall, in this instance Chief Justice Taney. But 
“treason” in opposing or caring naught for the restoration of the 
Union; in negotiating tacitly with the South, “to let them go in 
peace”; and his justification is the justification written on Jefferson 
Davis’s tomb in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, Virginia—where 
the little Julien Harrison Hill, great-grandson of Major General 
Philip Kearny lies—restlessly—buried—“MARTYR TO THE 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


CONSTITUTION”. But from Phil.’s standpoint—from Lincoln’s 
standpoint—from the standpoint of Webster’s and Marshall’s United 
States of America,—-from the standpvint of commanding the Army 
of the Potomac—Traitor and a Coward, no “or” about it! From the 
synthetic “Northern-Southern” dogma of constitutional principle of 
“Let them go in peace”, let the Union be dissolved, a “Jesuit in dis- 
guise’—in the command which he held—which was the unutterably 
false but current form of attack upon anybody in the Elizabethan 
Age who showed hostility to the Established Church, Puritan to 
“Papist”’ ! 

But now let’s reread—in imagination—a few of Phil.’s letters in 
the light of these little histories ; and in so doing “edit Philip Kearny”! 
Get to know Phil.; he’s the goods. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 
“PROPORTIONS OF A LEGENDARY HERO” 


Tuat Lincoln had chosen in “petto”, secretly in his heart and mind 
and irrevocably, Major General Philip Kearny, First Division, Third 
Corps of the Army of the Potomac, to the Chief Command of the 
Eastern Armies, McClellan’s and Pope’s, succeeding McClellan and 
Pope—of this no doubt disturbs the judgment, logical and certain, of 
the inquirer founding it in oral and written “Tradition” which to 
millions is the basis upon which rests even infallible judgment. The 
formal documents, red-taped, at the time actually seen, are not known 
to be now in the record. And just precisely as Phil.’s Report at 
Manassas was suppressed to hide his glory under McClellan’s in- 
competence, even now not the slightest aid is given to Phil.’s 
biographer to enable him to apply the Assistant Secretary of War’s 
words that the Secretary, Mr. Stanton, had appointed Phil, to an 
office “no one else could fili’?; which gives additional weight to the 
opinion that not to a West Pointer, but to a great Volunteer Soldier 
of the Old Regular Army-—primarily fighters, without which 
“strategy” is barren fig tree—was accorded the honor of leading the 
Armies of the Republic in the darkest hour of his country’s trials. 
No West Pointer had hitherto led any Army of the United States 
in any of her wars except against savages; few had commanded in 
chief on the field in any war.1. The precedent was now to be repeated. 
“West Point” didn’t like it. 

Neither are Lincoln’s unpublished letters available which undoubt- 
edly reveal the secret; nor will they be till 1946; but the drift of all 
the facts points in Kearny’s direction. In the first place public 
opinion founded on bed-rock was abroad in the land upon which to 
lay Phil.’s appointment. Conditions invincibly called for it. 

The profound misgivings, reaching even to Treason, of Lincoln 
and his Cabinet—one and all of them—toward McClellan and his 
allies, whom Secretary of War Watson thought—-as we know—were 
really Revolutionists intent upon setting up a Provisional government 
—a formula expressed by Kearny—is known from Gideon’s story. 

1 Since writing this paragraph the writer has appealed to the President, who 
very kindly turned this letter over to his distinguished uncle, Mr. Frederic 
Delano, son of Mr. Warren Delano who helped Commodore Kearny open China 
to the traders of the world in 1842; and the Adjutant General has sent the 
author answers to thirty questions necessary to complete his manuscript. 
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The determination of the Cabinet to select a Battle Soldier was 
equally manifest; and on September 21d no such soldier was then 
alive! In short, no one capable of filling Kearny’s “vacated” assign- 
ment. McClellan—and his clique—by adroit, certainly constructively 
treasonable manoeuvering, had really placed himself in command; 
fulfilling his prophecy at Harrison’s Landing. And to that end no 
more necessary step in his concert with Porter and Franklin and 
their allies than the assassination, or its equivalent, “Death in Battle”, 
of Philip Kearny; and the outfit deliberately created conditions to 
compass it; and how they succeeded! Then no resort—-as Abe. told 
Gid.—save to the very man who had wrecked the Union Army ;— 
unbelievable, Ripley, but true; and believe it or not you will have to 
after reading the record in this book. | 

Thus the appointment of the military-—and patriotically—bankrupt 
McClellan, by itseli—per se—identifies the “unique command” of 
Watson’s letter. Strange situation this! No one to appoint save 
McClellan, acknowledged by the appointing power to be “military 
imbecile’’-—suspected of a coup d’Armée— ? and denounced as traitor 
or its equivalent. Or: Philip Kearny, Patriot and Master Soldier! 

And the trend of the opinion of newspapers of the day, the com- 
mon voice of all men everywhere—and the “gossips of America’”— 
now changed suddenly and absolutely, unconditionally ; and they de- 
mand, even the pro-southern segment of the press, a proven battle 
soldier to drive the war car, like Kearny, naming him though dead 
as the ideal type! The era of “Man as Soldier”——of Meade, Grant, 
Sherman, Sheridan, Hooker, Thomas was approaching. 

On September 6th the Times broke out this way-—extraordinary 
for the Times in view of the history of its opinions: “The high com- 
mands should be filled by men who have shown ability in subordinate 
posts. Kearny had proved conclusively not only the bravest of the 
brave but a skillful and accomplished soldier and would have led a 
Corps or the Army with brilliant success. Let the President select 
the General who had handled his Division with steadfast and effective 
skill and give him command of the Army in Virginia and he will 
have taken the first and most needed step towards destroying the 
rebel army.” 

No words could more clearly point to Philip Kearny as the ideal 
choice for Chief Command. The Times article illustrates twenty 
others—the St. Louis Republican, the Sentinel of Freedom, the Cin- 
cinnati Commercial, the National Intelligencer, the Boston Transcript 


* Reread Phil.’s letter urging Governor Olden to insist on the segregation of 
State troops to prevent nationalization; and so the use of the army by an un- 
scrupulous military chieftain. That shoe now fits McClellan’s foot to the heel 
and toe,—and snugly. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


among them. Then alongside of this newspaper opinion came a 
famous poem by Clarence Stedman, author of “Kearny at Seven 
Pines” called “Wanted a Man’, written before, published in the 
Tribune Sept. oth, after Kearny’s death; and which caused the Sen- 
dinel of Freedom to publish it with Kearny’ s picture illustrating it. 
Lincoln, deeply impressed, read the poem to his cabinet : 


“WANTED A MAN” 


By E. Crarence STEDMAN . 


—Author of “Kearny at Seven Pines”— 


Back from the treble-crimsoned field ; 
Terrible words are thunder tossed. 
Full of the wrath that will not yield! 
Full of revenge for battles lost! 

Hark to the echo as it crossed 

The Capital making faces wan; 

End this murderous holocaust! 
Abraham Lincoln, give us a Man! 


Gwe us a Man of God’s own mold— 
Born to marshal his fellow man! 
One whose fame 1s not bought and sold 
At the stroke of a politician’s pen! 
Give us a man of thousands ten— 

Fit to do as well as to plan. 

Give us a rallying cry and then— 
Abraham Lincoln, gwe us a Man! 


An editorial—very relevant—in the Times, September 6th, the day 
of Kearny’s funeral, entitled “The Officers of the New Levies” read: 

It is universally conceded that of all the Causes which have 
brought disgrace or failure on the National Armies, the weakness or 
incompetence of officers have been the most conspicuous and lamen- 
table.® 

Major General de Peyster, stricken by Phil.’s death, as his friends 
have written, almost mortally so that many feared a mental and 
physical collapse, wrote of the “Joan” voices unspoken yet heard by 
all the world: 


8It is usually stated that the mutual jealousies of officers were unique in our 
war. Read the record—diary and letter—of the French Army in 1859 for far 
bitterer personal quarrels and jealousies. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Rarely an event of general importance which does not confirm the 
adage “coming events cast their shadows before”; and public opinion, 
those rumors which often fill the air—yet are not susceptible of being 
traced to any particular source—seem gradually to have embraced 
the conviction that the man best fitted to command the Army of the 
Potomac was the one-armed Philip Kearny, who combined the 1n- 
domitable will of Grant, the dash of Philip Sheridan, the personal 
courage and winning manners of Hooker and the cultivated mind and 
military information of Meade. 

According to the testimony of Cortlandt Parker, who was in con- 
stant communication with the President, the command of the Army 
of the Potomac would have been given General Kearny had he sur- 
vived a few days longer to assume that responsible position. “I had,” 
said Parker, “satisfactory grounds for believing that even a higher 
position than that alluded to, namely, the command of the Army of 
the Potomac, would have been his had he lived long enough to take 
Pope’s place. Mr. Stanton had ceased to have any respect for the 
ability of General McClellan. With that great man halting and 
timorous hesitation and procrastination had no favor; while bravery, 
skill and constant success like Kearny’s had overcome original preju- 
dice and detraction* and converted him into admiration and con- 
fidence.” 

Seventy-five years after Kearny’s death, Cortlandt Parker’s son,° 
a distinguished member of the Court of Errors and Appeals of New 
Jersey—who is the conduit of his father’s unwritten lore of in- 
formation—writes, December 23, 1935: 

With regard to the appointment of “Phil. Kearny,” there is a 
story about it in Mr. Colie’s paper contained in the Cortlandt Parker 
Memorial Volume of which I am sending you a copy. I think it 
was well understood that President Lincoln was all ready to appoint 
Phil. Kearny to the command of the Army of the Potomac and was 
prevented by news of his death. Yours very truly, C. W. Parker. 

“Pet” Halstead,—as we know—Kearny’s neighbor at Bellegrove— 
‘and Phil.’s able, and through family connections, powerful advocate 
with the New Jersey Delegation in the Congress, and with President 
Lincoln for the appointment of Kearny to the Command of the New 
Jersey Brigade—and at the time of Phil.’s death to “the highest 
command,” has left this written record of Lincoln’s words—Lincoln’s 
conduct—consequent upon Kearny’s death: 


4“Use your resolution, Phil! You owe her nothing but friendship! No man, 
no woman, has a right to wreck another’s life.’——Supra. 

& Cortlandt Parker told this author categorically that Mr. Lincoln had ap- 
pointed Kearny to command the Army. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


LINCOLN LAMENTS, WITH TEARS, THE LOSS OF. 
“HIS GENERAL” 


The President, while lamenting in sad tones and with tears which 
freely testified to the depth and genuineness of his heart-felt sorrow 
at the sudden and terrible loss of “his General” as he was wont to 
call him, repeatedly assured me that had he reached Washington in 
safety he should have appointed him to the Supreme Command. 

In the judgment of the President Kearny had established his great 
military genius and accomplishments; and Lincoln regarded him as_ 
the greatest fighter, and the foremost Marshal of the Army, who had 
fought and won his way into the hearts of soldiers and people; and 
was entitled to the most exalted rank, and marks of appreciation, 
from the Administration——Perhaps an influence was the fact that 
Kearny was Republican.® 

An Officer of Hooker’s Division wrote: I served in Phil.’s Army 
Corps and spoke to Phil. the morning of the 30th. The battle had 
begun. I was sent to the rear and on September 3rd learned the 
fate of poor Phil.! He died at an unfortunate moment for he would 
have commanded the Army of the Potomac; and had he been un- 
trammeled in that position, the war would have ended two years 
sooner than it did; for he was the best General and the most thorough 
soldier in the country. We already know the Dictum of the State 
of New Jersey by its Imprimatur of the book: “Kearny’s New Jersey 
Brigade.” 

In the History of Newark, the reader is informed: It is believed 
by many students that Kearny would have been given the command 
to succeed Pope in command of the Army of the Potomac had it not 
been for his death. It has been said—though not yet fully proved,— 
that President Lincoln had actually signed Kearny’s Commission as 
McClellan’s successor. At the time of the translation of Kearny’s 
remains to the National Cemetery, Brigadier General Joseph C. 
Jackson wrote: I think General Kearny was the most inspiring com- 
mander I ever served under. I have reason to think that if he had 
lived he would have been placed in command of the Army of the 
Potomac. Indeed, a great personal friend of Lincoln’s whom I knew 
slightly, told me that he had seen the order drawn and signed by 
Lincoln giving Kearny that command. But it never was formally 
drawn up by the War Department because he died. 


6 Halstead repeated this statement in a letter June 4th, 1860, addressed to the 
English General Cust, distinguished military critic, quoted verbatim in de 
Peyster’s “De Peyster and Watts Families”, 1881; “General Kearny’s death 
alone prevented his appointment to the command of the Army of the Potomac 
as I have reason to know from repeated assurances of President Lincoln.” 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


GENERAL SICKLES ON KEARNY’S APPOINTMENT—AN 
: “APPRECIATION 


Charles F. Hopkins, who religiously followed to its source every 
historical item forming the record of Kearny’s life and career, has 
written: I had a number of talks with Dan Sickles during the re- 
moval ceremonies of General Kearny in 1912.7 

I asked Sickles if he thought it to be the fact that Kearny was 
to be tendered the command at the time, and he replied very em- 
phatically that he believed Lincoln insisted upon the. advancement 
of ‘his Ideal Soldier “Phil. Kearny”; and that the Army was expect- 
ing it; and that had Kearny lived there was no question of the fact 
that he would have succeeded to the command. Sickles was a Kearny 
enthusiast; as he believed him to be the most experienced and the 
best strategist then in the Army of the Potomac—intensely loyal and 
the bravest man he knew. As Kearny had said in a Council of War 
among Mac’s best friends, in full and open meeting, that he believed 
“the order for retreat from Malvern Hill was prompted by cowardice 
or treason,’ Kearny was non-persona grata—sic—to the West 
Pointers. Sickles said that if any other man in the Army had made 
use of such strong language to his Superior Officer, he would have 
been court-martialed and dismissed from the Army. But Kearny was 
at that time the real Idol of the Army and any move to punish or 
disgrace him would have been dangerous in the Army as well as at 
the North, where he was looked upon as the Moses to lead to Success. 
Sickles stated that the Army had some good fighters—good men in 
every way—but none so conspicuous as Kearny, who was from the 
inception of the move towards Manassas to the hour of his death, 
the cynosure of all eyes of the loyal North—and was feared by those 
who knew him in the South. 

General George W. Mindil, an Officer of the General Staff, at a 
meeting of the Brigade Society at Jamesburg, New Jersey, stated— 
according to Hopkins—that the Commission of the General, with 
authority to take command of the Army to succeed Pope, was stated 
to him by some one in Stanton’s office when the death of Kearny 
was reported, to be then lying on Stanton’s desk for signature. “I 
do know myself that the rumor was rife at the time that Kearny 
was to command the Army. My belief has always been that but for 
the West Point influence—-who feared his prestige would overshadow 
them—that Kearny would have succeeded McClellan.” 

General Newton Curtis of New York in his Bull Run to Chan- 
cellorsville states that had not Kearny been killed he would have been 


T Hopkins, Chairman of the Committee—to remove the remains—appointed by 


Woodrow Wilson. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


given command of a Corps, probably the whole Army. Years after- 
ward, August 21st, 1888, United States Senator, John M. McPher- 
gon, speaking for New Jersey to the House and Senate in joint 
session, stated that Kearny was “destined to the highest command 
when Death placed his image in Statuary Hall!” 

Thus Philip Kearny had “proved his truth by his Endeavor”! 
Through sheer military prowess had reached the goal of all military 
men’s ambitions; had become the outstanding Soldier in the greatest 
war the world had known; and flashed across the stage at the very 
moment that-—not the very great army—but the Eastern high com-, 
mand, is unutterably bankrupt, alike of loyalty and capacity; and all 
the evidence shows that President and public opinion pointed to 
Kearny as the “Man Wanted’’; and to.top the climax we now-—for 
the first time—-know that Stanton, and of course, therefore, Lincoln 
and Halleck Sept. 2nd. knew of no one capable of leading the Eastern 
Army in its highest command! | 

On September 1st, before Kearny’s death, the Secretary of War 
had written through Mr. Watson, Assistant Secretary of War, to 
Cortlandt Parker, the following letter : 


War Department 
Sept. Ist 1862 
Mr. Cortlandt Parker 
Sure 

The Secretary of War directs me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your note of the 23rd of August warmly urging that Major General 
Kearny be assigned to one of the Corps d’Armée to be formed from 
the new levies. 

In replying the Secretary instructs me to say that he knows of no 
one more capable and worthy of command than General Kearny and 
that in the reorganization of the Army he will endeavor to assign him 
a position commensurate with his eminent merits and distinguished 
services. 

Your obd. servant 
P. H. Watson 
Asst. Secty of War. 


But the letter is not sent; it is held up. On the 30th Pope has 
been beaten; on the 31st the rout—and the consequent consternation, 
—and the disaster of Pope’s defeat is revealed. McClellan and Pope 
must be substituted! McClellan is impossible as “military imbecile, 
traitor and coward not fit to command any Union Army” and Chase's 
deliberate judgment that he should be shot as traitor! Stanton then 
tells the President—-as he writes later to Cortlandt Parker—that he 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


knows no one except Kearny capable of filling the command of the 
Eastern Armies; and Lincoln concurs and acts and appoints Kearny 
to the Chief oneiegeules Then Kearny’s death and Parker is told 
that Kearny had been selected; and years later when the fierce con- 
troversies are stilled, on an historic occasion before the New Jersey 
Historical Society, this unimpeachable witness tells the story. Then 
after Kearny’s death, Stanton instructs his Assistant Secretary £0), 
forward the letter of September 1st showing the condition of affairs 
on that date, and indicating the reason the letter had not been sent, 
the reasons revealed above,-—and then writes Parker that Kearny had 
been assigned a command which he knew of no one now capable of 
filling—a letter and historical fact now revealed for the first time. 

This letter to Parker reads: 

War Department 
Sept. 1862 
Dear Mr. Parker: 

Today I mailed a letter in reference to the lamented Kearny which 
was written some days ago. The Secretary feels his loss greatly as 
he knows of no other officer capable of filling the place he had as- 
signed General Kearny. 

Very truly yours, 
P. H. Watson, 
Asst. Secty of War 


Then Mr. Stanton rejoices Mrs. Kearny’s heart by giving her his 
opinion of Philip Kearny—plainly showing that such a man was 
pointed to by Watson’s pen in his letter to Parker: 


War Department 
Washington, Sept. 18, 1862. 
Dear Madam: 

Unwilling to intrude upon your grief in its first sacred moment, I 
postponed until now a testimonial of regret, and the calamity suffered 
by the Nation, in the death of Major General Philip Kearny. His 
high appreciation by this Department was shown in the rank he held 
which would have been acknowledged by still higher command if he 
had not fallen upon the field of Chantilly. His heroic courage and 
distinguished military skill had secured to him the confidence and 
admiration of the government, and endeared him to the people of the 
United States who mourn his loss; and among those who feel it most 
deeply as a public calamity is your friend, 

Edwin M. Stanton. 


Immediately following Kearny’s death, the movement to glorify 
his Name showed its birth quickening ; and on the 4th of September, 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


General Birney, succeeding Kearny in command, perpetuated the 
Kearny Patch issuing general orders No. 49: 

“The entire country will mourn the loss of this gallant, chivalrous 
soldier; and no one of this Division but will hold ever fresh his 
memory. 

“Let us try to show our regard for him by ever sustaining the 
name that in his love for this Division he gave it, the ‘Fighting 
Division’. 

“To show our regard for his memory, and to distinguish his officers 
as he wished, each officer will continue to wear on his cap a piece of 
scarlet cloth or have the top or crown piece of the cap made of scarlet 
cloth.” 

The Devotion of Kearny’s Brigade to him was immortalized in 
the history of its famous society—the Society of Kearny’s New Jersey 
Brigade. But the Division’s history, too, to the end was the Biography 
of Kearny’s Spirit. And the first expression of that Spiritual 
Biography is in Major General Comte de Trobriand’s words in his 
History of the Civil War, now repeated: 

On the Peninsula Kearny commanded a Division, which shone out 
amongst all, by its bravery and its discipline ; its dash and its obstinacy 
in defense. The soul of Kearny was in it; and animated it even to 
the end. After it had lost its chief his memory always remained in 
its ranks like a living presence. 

After the Division had lost its identity by reorganization, General 
F. A. Walker of Kearny’s Maine troops who wrote General Hancock’s 
Biography—-Hancock, the Superb, of Williamsburg !—speaks of the 
“slory of Kearny’s Division”, and the pride the men took in it, in 
burning words: 

The Third Corps was to be divided; its First and Second Divisions 
—the old Divisions of Major General Philip Kearny and General 
Hooker——were to be separated! The grief and anger of the officers 
and men of the Third Corps at this dismemberment of this noble 
body of troops with which they had been so long associated and of 
which they were so justly proud, and which to them had become a 
sacred thing, it is not fitting we should speak of here,—not fitting for 
Colonel Walker-—a fine sensitiveness well becoming a distinguished 
gentleman and one of the bravest officers on the Peninsula—in view 
of his judgment that not Hancock, but Hooker and Kearny, were 
“superb” at Williamsburg. 

The devotion of Kearny’s Division, alike to Kearny and his “Red 
Patch”—originally made out of Phil.’s red blanket—is vividly realized 
in “Under the Red Patch”, a splendid example of military interesting 
literature, largely because it brings home the thoughts that pass 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


through men’s minds—each man’s individual mind—during the fright- 
ful days of actual conflict: 

“When Grant reorganized the army in March 1864, the old Third 
Corps,—the first regular organized Corps to take the field—tong be- 
fore the order of reorganization came, it was expected and dreaded; 
and the Grand Old Third Army Corps made such a vigorous protest 
— which had been commanded by Kearny and Hooker—that they 
were permitted to retain the red and diamond badge, instead of the 
trefoil which constituted the Twenty-Third Division. This was a 
wise concession on the part of the officers of the Division into which 
Kearny’s Division was merged, as the rumor was that when it became 
known that the Third Corps was to lose its identity, the men of the 
Division vehemently asserted that under no circumstances would 
they wear any other designating badge than the red diamond under 
which they had marched to victory, and fought, on so many bloody 
fields. The disappointment at the dissolution of this, the oldest Corps 
in the Army, showing the most famous record for gallantry in the 
field, was shared alike by officers and enlisted men. To emphasize 
their strong feeling on the subject, some of the soldiers secured some 
pickets from the SECESH fence, which they placed around an en- 
closure, which they called a Cemetery, in which they erected a board 
headstone upon which was inscribed: “SACRED TO THE OLD 
THIRD CORPS”—with the word “Third” enclosed in a diamond 
shaped figure—“KILLED BY GENERAL ORDER NUMBER 
NINE, MARCH, 1864, ACTUATED BY PERSONAL MALICE, 
Pete AND JEALOUSY, “HERE SLEEP THE BRAVE’! 

A singular feature—unique in the Army of the Potomac; in the 
Army everywhere—were the Medals proper to Kearny’s name which 
distinguished, even as Kearny’s Red Badge of Courage, and sig- 
nalized service with “Phil. Kearny” as an illustrious service, quite 


apart from all service under other Captains in the Army of the 


Potomac. 
The Officers who served with Kearny adopted a “Medal of Honor” 
known as the “Kearny Medal of Honor’. This was to be given to 
all officers who had served honorably under General Kearny; and 
to the soldiers who were advanced to the grade of commissioned 
officers prior to January 1st, 1863. This was a gold cross, patté, on 
the center of which was a medallion bearing the word “Kearny”. 
On a black enameled band surrounding this was the motto of 
Kearny’s school days—Highland School opposite West Point and of 
the Union Club Sword—‘Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori”. 
On the reverse was engraved the name and rank of the recipient. 
Brigadier General Birney issued in March, 1863, a Cross of Valour, 
known as the ‘Kearny Cross”, and bestowed it on all non-com- 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


missioned officers and privates of the First Division who had “most 
distinguished themselves in battle”. It was a Cross, patté, of bronze, 
42 mm. across, bearing the words “‘Kearny’s Cross” on a ribbon 
scroll. It was suspended by a red ribbon with two oblong open 
fasces bars. The dies for this were cut by Peter Jacobs of Phila- 
delphia and how exquisitely this master of his mystery did his work! 

General Gibbon tells of the growth of the device originally com- 
posed of Kearny’s red flannel blanket at the battle of Seven Pines! 

“One of the best devices adopted by General Hooker was that of 
designating the Corps by distinctive badges, the Divisions being dis- 
tinguished by the different colors, red, white and blue. The idea is 
said to have originated with Philip Kearny, who in order to recog- 
nize his own men of whom he was very, very proud, required them 
all to wear a Red Patch on their caps’ A Michigan girl of nineteen 
attached to Kearny’s Division—who occupied a rank, unique and 
peculiar in the whole army throughout the war—for whom Phil. bore 
the deepest affection, received the Medal of Valor. Ann Ethridge 
accompanied Kearny’s Division marching with the men, and travel- 
ling with them, throughout all their campaigns. In camp, “quiet and 
modest,” and in time of action “fearless’—‘“regardless of danger’’— 
attending to the wants of the wounded under the severest fire, she 
soon became a favorite of all; and woe to the soldier of any other 
command, who “uttered a disrespectful or immodest word in her 
presence’’! 

At Williamsburg, while dressing wounds under fire, Ann attracted 
the attention of General Kearny who presented her with a Sergeant’s 
chevrons, and ordered the Quartermaster to provide Miss Ethridge 
with horse and saddle, and announced that he would at the first oppor- 
tunity, “Recommend her for a Sergeant’s pay and warrant.” It is 
impossible to imagine even General Kearny, “having as much influ- 
ence over the men” as this sympathetic and able young girl from 
the West. 

On May 27th after the battle of Chancellorsville the Division was 
paraded to witness the presentation of the Kearny Medals; among 
the recipients of the Medal of Valor, to Ann’s utter surprise,—and 
while the adjutant was reading out some glorious words of General 
Kearny about her—-was Ann Ethridge. She was adorned at the same 
time with a specially made military hat with a diamond patch in 
the center. 

Soon the Society of “Kearny’s First New Jersey Brigade” was 
organized, which became an institution in the Life of New Jersey. 
Each year it had its Encampment, always celebrated in the news- 
papers,—serving religiously the Cause of Kearny’s Civic Canoniza- 
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tion. For indeed; like Ignatius, Kearny unwittingly founded a Mili- 
tary Society. 

Within a year after the end of the war, New Jersey purchased a 
much famed portrait of Kearny by the artist Robert which it placed 
in the Assembly Chamber; still in the State House. 

Then on January 30th, 1868, by concurrent resolution of the New 
Jersey Legislature it was unanimously resolved that: “Richard 
Stockton, one of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence, and 
Major General Philip Kearny, late of the United States Volunteer 
Army, are designated as the illustrious Jersey men eminently worthy 
of national commemoration, whose statues in bronze or marble 
shall occupy the places reserved for New Jersey in the National 
Statuary Hall in Washington :” ° 

Soon after the war, throughout the country arose Grand Army 
posts, bearing Phil.’s name. Year by year, faithfully on Memorial 
Day, appeared in the line of march—even aiter motors took most of 
the aged veterans off the hoof—the veterans of Kearny’s Brigade 
and Kearny’s Division, represented in the Posts bearing his name; 
and each year his grave in old Trinity was decorated and ceremonies 
held. Kearny’s Post in New Jersey was the first to receive a 
Charter.® ; 

Next we come to Kearny standing in bronze in Military Park, 
Newark, New Jersey—a posthumous blue ribbon! The first monu- 
ment erected in the United States to a Volunteer Officer. 

In 1880 in December a vast crowd is noticed around this statue— 
then veiled. Two great Soldiers—and another known Soldier,—of the 
Civil War were noticed. One had served with Phil.’s uncle in 
the Conquest of California—emphatically sided with him against the 
Pathfinder. The other had succeeded McClellan in Command of the 
Army of the Potomac. And the other soldier, Phil.’s immediate 
commander on the Peninsula, now Governor of the State of New 
Jersey, which was today unveiling Phil.’s statue which New Jersey 
had built to Phil.’s greater honor and glory! To Phil. as “New 
Jersey’s most distinguished soldier” !*° The event had proved the 
work! McClellan didn’t relish it. 

Grant and Sherman—Grant fresh from the Presidency—mount the 


8 Kearny’s statue was the first of a person living in the United States of 
America—except one—voted into the Hall; and the fifth statue voted. His 
predecessor, in the first instance, being Nathanael Greene; and among the 
five, four were exclusively Revolutionary personalities. 

® Jointly with Lincoln’s Post and in conjunction with Kearny’s Post in Vir- 
ginia a meeting was held with Lee’s Confederate Post—camp—in Richmond 
in 1878. 

10 New Jersey’s tribute penned by Governor Woodrow Wilson on her eques- 
trian monument to Kearny at Arlington. 
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platform; make excellent speeches. Sherman exalts Phil. as the 
brilliant soldier of the Civil War! But why halts McClellan in his 
carriage along the curb? Holding back as at Manassas, Williamsburg, 
Seven Pines and fighting from Rodgers’ gun carriage at Malvern 
Hill. Holding back as at Chantilly when Kearny fell? No man 
knows; cares less! Scott wrote that had he not been a “cripple” he 
would have attended Phil.’s funeral. While Grant is speaking New 
Jersey in the person of its Governor, peevishly draws off down Broad 
Street going to Trenton. ‘‘A strange ending—perhaps—a sad one.” 
But Kearny had written on the Peninsula a letter arising out. of 
Governor McClellan’s conduct towards Mrs. Lee: “‘Parvenu’, and 
“McClellan is just like that’-—the end crowns the work! 

Then New Jersey dedicates her monuments on the battle field of 
Gettysburg. 

By the terms of National Legislation the battle field of Gettysburg 
became a national cemetery upon which the several states were in- 
vited to erect monuments to their heroic dead on that field. Following 
state legislation on that subject the Governor of New Jersey appointed 
the Gettysburg Battle Field Commission to investigate and report. 

The Commission determined that the position occupied in the battle 
of Gettysburg by each of the fifteen New Jersey Regiments be marked 
and have a separate monument. ‘But in the case of the First, Second, 
Third, Fourth and Fifteenth Regiments which composed the First 
Jersey Brigade, together in the line of battle on July 3rd, we have 
thought it best to make an exception. 

“We therefore propose to erect a monument to this Brigade in the 
center of their position. The course meets the approval of the sur- 
vivors of the Brigade expressed in their Last Reunion.” 

Accordingly the several monuments were erected. But in the case 
of the First New Jersey Brigade another exception was made. In- 
stead of taking title to the tiny spot upon which the monument was 
erected, “the entire farm of George Weickert on which the Brigade 
stood was bought for the price of $5,000.” 

Dedication Exercises were held June 30th, 1888,—a date ever 
memorable in the life of Kearny’s Brigade and of his Division when 
hard pressed in beating back Lee’s determined assault to destroy 
McClellan’s Army by piercing through Kearny’s rear guard defense 
at Frayser’s Farm, Kearny had called for his old Brigade! 

The Confederate General Longstreet, who had fought Phil. at 
Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Frayser’s Farm—fought Phil.’s Brigade 
and Phil.’s Division—and at the Second Battle of Bull Run—had 
fought him to death at Chantilly—was espied in the throng and 
loudly cheered; and after repeated calls came forward and made an 
address. His recorded words are: “No soldier like ‘Phil.’ Kearny 
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in the North. To us the ‘one-armed devil’; to me personally ever 
loyal friend”. ‘ 

On the monument to the First New Jersey Brigade—Phil. dead 
ten months before the battle—is this language: 

Erected by the State of New Jersey. Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade 
—Fought in all the important battles of the Army of the Potomac 
from May 1861 to the end of the war. At Appomattox Court House 
in 1865. Total strength 13,885. On a Medallion on the west face 
of the monument is an image of Kearny with his name, and the 
words circling the image: ““Mouzaia, Mexico, Solferino, Chantilly”! 

The newspapers were filled with the scene—personalities and epi- 
sodes—and among them the following item: General John Watts 
Kearny, an invited guest not on the list of speakers, called from the 
crowd, and taken by the hand by General Longstreet, was escorted 
to the speaker’s rostrum and received tumultuous applause and made 
these remarks: 

“There is magic power in names; and the name I bear provokes 
your applause; and recalls to you the affection and personal memory 
which will never die as long as a soldier is living who fought under | 
the gallant soldier who bore it.” The papers tell us that the crowd 
“yelled”! Why shouldn’t they,—there was nothing much else to do! 

Michigan celebrated Phil. by a square shaft of granite supporting 
a bronze statue in full uniform with sword in hand at the corner of 
Peck and Terrace Streets, Muskegon, Michigan, which Mr. C. H. 
Hackley presented to the city. The single word “Kearny” is carved 
on the stone. The Muskegon G. A. R. Post is named for him. 

The State of Wyoming, not far from the spot where Lieut. Phil. 
drew the baptismal waters for Diana and their little boy-to-be, em- 
balms in its State History—Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard,—the story 
of Fort Phil. Kearny.% | 

When the Government decided to establish Fort Philip Kearny 
the Sioux—“Red Cloud”—gave notice that any other fortification 
north of Fort Reno would be burned and the soldiers guarding the 
post killed. From the time of the first survey of the land, the 
fortifications were in constant siege and the Red Man missed no 
opportunity to try and destroy the hated fort and kill the soldiers. 

True to Phil.’s own record of military longevity in the Civil War, 
the life of Fort Phil. Kearny was short,—in no sense sweet,—it was 





31 A letter from the Hon. James W. Good, Secretary of War, dated April 25th, 
1925, to this author states the Fort was named “Fort Philip Kearny”; and that 
Fort Kearny, named for S. W. Kearny, Nebraska, as well as Fort Philip 
Kearny, were so spelled—never abbreviated such as “Phil” without a period 
(Phil.). To like effect writes Mr. Sheldon of the Nebraska Historical Society 
—to whom now and in past times this author acknowledges thanks. 
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the center of a savage hurricane which soon swept it away as Phil. 
at Chantilly! 

On December 28th, 1866, General William *Tecumseh Sherman 
wrote a letter to his former Commander-in-Chief in the Civil War 
ae a matter involving the name and fame of another great 
soldier. 


St. Louis, December 28th, 1866 
_ My dear General Grant: 

I do not yet understand how the massacre at Fort Phil. Kearny 
could have been so complete.. 

We must act with vindictive earnestness against the savages even 
to their extermination, men, women and children. Nothing less will 
reach the root of the case. 

Yours truly, 
W. T. Sherman 


Certainly Time had not mellowed the spirit of Sherman since his 
march to the Sea! 

Despite “Red Cloud’s” warning, the Fort was built; and two years 
later, Sherman’s letter—and the following despatch from Colonel 
Carrington—represent the fulfillment of “Red Cloud’s” prophecy : 


Fort Phil. Kearny 

December 21, 1868 
I have had today a fight unexampled in Indian Warfare. My loss 
is ninety-four killed. I have recovered forty-nine bodies and thirty- 
one more are to be brought in this morning. Among the killed are 
Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Fetterman, Captain F. H. Brown and 
Lieutenant Grammond. The Indians engaged nearly 3,000. I need 
prompt reinforcements and repeating arms. I must have men and 
arms! I hardly need urge the matter. It speaks for itself. I have 
every teamster on duty; and at best one hundred and fifteen men 
left at the Post. No such mutilation as on this day is on record! 
Depend on it this post will be held so long as a round, or man, is left. 
Promptness is the vital thing. The Indians desperate and they spare 


none. 
Henry B. Carrington, Commanding 


Grant glanced at the date. How could any despatch come from 
Fort Phil. Kearny at any time—how possibly in this weather—in the 
time from its date to its receipt! Had “Portuguese” Phillips—the 
Courier—been able to bear his message to Washington he would have 
told him the following story: 

The night—four days before Christmas at Fort Phil. Kearny— 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


the thermometer stood 50 degrees below zero! So intense was the 
cold that Sentries had to be relieved every fifteen minutes. Three 
thousand Sioux warriors surrounded the Fort. All the women had 
been placed in the powder magazine—and torches laid—no one knew 
how long Colonel Carrington could hold his Post! The nearest help 
was at Fort Laramie, 236 miles down the bleak and empty Bozeman 
Trail—often mapped “Phil. Kearny Trace.” The Commanding Offi- 
cer comes to the men’s quarters,—-asks for a volunteer messenger ? 
Swift as lightning “Portuguese” Phillips salutes: “At your service, 
Colonel. I know the country like a coyote’! He filled his pockets 
with dried meat and hardtack, tied a bag of grain on his horse, and 
about midnight began his perilous journey. 

For hours he erawled, paused, listened, felt his way,—led his horse. 
Then he mounted bareback and headed for Fort Laramie! The snow 
on the ground was from three to five feet deep. The blizzard blowing 
down from the Big Horn Mountains never laid. At dawn of Christ- 
mas Day after four nights of riding, he reached Horseshoe Station, 
40 miles from Laramie and 196 miles from Kearny. There he tele- 
graphed; but he did not—-with reason—trust the telegraph and as 
soon as darkness came, rode on! 

At 11 o’clock that night, his hands, knees and feet frozen, shaggy 
with snow, his beard trailing icicles, gasping out that he was a courier 
with a desperate despatch, “Phillips reeled, then fell on the floor of 
“Bedlam” the Officers’ Club House at Laramie; and when his giant 
figure reeled through the door a gay Christmas ball was in full swing! 

The besieged folk, Phillips’ buddies, were saved! That’s all he 
cared for, but there was an aftermath. Phillips was paid $300.00 for 
the ride “and for various other scouting duties’ The Sioux swore 
to pay him back for the victory he had beat them out of and six 
years later they killed all his stock, his sole propertv. No monument 
marks Phillips’ grave! No classic celebrates his ride! ‘Portuguese”’ 
Phillips was just one of the riders that won the West. 

The most substantial monument placed in Wyoming to “com- 
memorate deeds of valor” arises on the summit of “Massacre Hill’, 
near Kearny, in Johnson County, north and west of the site of Fort 
Phil. Kearny. The monument is aptly made of native cobblestones, 
picked up from the terrain over which the 81 men rode to butchery 
and mutilation! ** The inscription on the monument reads: 

On this field on the 21st of December 1866 three Commissioned 
Officers and 76 privates of the 18th United States Infantry, and of 
the Second United States Cavalry, and two civilians under the com- 
mand of Captain Brevet Colonel William T. Fetterman were killed - 


12 Mutilation and scalping, but not butchery of the bodies were usual in Sioux 


warfare. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


by an overwhelming force of Sioux under the command of Red Cloud. 
There were no survivors. 


Both Forts Reno and Phil. Kearny, like both Generals—Reno fell 
at Antietam—lost their lives about the same time! It was decided 
that to maintain these forts would cause continued opposition of the 
Red Men and these were abolished in 1869. Scarcely a remnant of 
Fort Phil. Kearny remains! Now recall Stephen’s prophecy in 1845! 

In September 1926, a simple granite marker was placed by the state 
of Wyoming on the site of the Fort with the inscription—its Biogra- 
phy—“Fort Phil. Kearny. July 13th, 1866 to August 1869.” 

Fort Kearny, now Nebraska, named for Uncle Stephen in 1849, 
along the trail which the Pathfinder had not found but had traveled, 
reluctantly, with the Fort’s namesake, gave Kearny’s name to Kearney 
County and City ** Nebraska; and in 1928 a public park embracing 
the old parade ground of the Fort was created and rightly spelt— 
unlike the town. 

Two vitally interesting—one important—items lead the Historian 
to Fort Kearny. The Fort became the most important and first halt- 
ing point on the Oregon Trail for the Pony Express and for the 
masses of Overlanders traveling to California and Oregon before the 
Union Pacific Railroad came in 1869; and in 1872 when that now 
unbelievable movement struck its weakling roots into the superficial 
soil of American opinion that the Capital of the United States should 
be removed to a central location, the site of Fort Kearny, which was 
then for sale, was proposed as the “New Washington”’—similar 
claims were made by many communities including St. Louis and 
Chicago. 

The old Fort site it was said by the propagandists of the move- 
ment was exactly 10 miles square—even as the city of Washington ;— 
it was situated exactly half-way between Boston and Sari Francisco ; 
and three railroads entered its area. Bills were introduced into the 
national Legislature to accomplish the change! Perhaps Bill Nye’s 
remark killed the project. The Platte River—in the remark at- 
tributed to him which made the nation laugh—like Kearny, “has a 
wide circulation but no influence”. | | 

Soon after the Civil War, Kansas named its principal western 
counties after the War’s famous soldiers, Grant, Sherman, Thomas, 
etc. and among these was Kearny County named for Phil. in the 


state adjoining Nebraska which had named a county and city for 


Stephen,—-a Kansas-Nebraska act! 
But Kearny, New Jersey, was Phil.’s home, the place of his predi- 
lection, and the home of his widow and son and of his grandchildren 


18 A singular fact! The town accepted from de Peyster a medallion of Phil. 
Kearny, assuming the town bore Phil.’s name. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


—its remnants now owned by them!—and of Phil.’s Civil War pas- 
sionate longings. 

Within three years after the Civil War, the township of Kearney 
—as it was then spelled—was set off from Harrison. There was a 
fierce fight in the Legislature. It is said that the Harrisonians be- 
lieving that they had won the fight, grew careless and that one night 
the Kearneyites led by General N. N. Halstead, ‘““Pet’s” relative, had 
the Bill brought up unexepectedly “and passed under suspension of the 
rules, and the next day they had the Governor sign it”. The Gov- 
ernor at that time was Phil.’s old friend, Marcus T. Ward! 

At the time of the separation and until the incorporation of the 


_ Town of Kearny, the name was always spelled Kearney. 


But by this time, General John Watts Kearny, Phil.’s son, had been 
living in the hamlet %* for some years, and when the new form of 
municipal organization was effected, he took an interest in seeing to 
it that the name of his father was rightly spelled. 

Then the supreme act of the process of canonization! 

On the grounds of General Lee’s estate—the estate of Mrs. Lee, 
the Custis’ ancestral estate—at Arlington, Virginia, stands an eques- 
trian statue of Philip Kearny, the only image of a Man on Horseback 
in the National Bivouac of the Dead. Philip Kearny is represented 
astride his “Beloved Battle Beast Baby Bayard”, which had ridden 
with Phil. on so many dangerous adventures !—Horse surviving Rider 
and, unlike Phil., dying on Phil.’s estate in Kearny! Chiseled into 
the massive gray-brown marble pedestal is an epitome of the Soldier's 
Military History penned by the hand of another illustrious Jersey- 
man, Governor Woodrow Wilson, who as President of the United 
States, accepted this gift to the nation from the hands of Governor 
Felder. The legend reads “KEARNY-—-LOST HIS ARM AT 
CHURUBUSCO HIS LIFE AT CHANTILLY.—NEW JERSEY 
HONORS HER MOST DISTINGUISHED SOLDIER”. And 
on the obverse marble of the pedestal “FOUGHT WITH THE 
FRENCH IN ALGIERS 1840; WITH THE ITALIANS AND 
FRENCH AT SOLFERINO AND MAGENTA 1859”. How 
comes Kearny to lie so far away from home! When did he stop 
mingling with the dust of his father, his beloved “Archie” and all the 
other old Kearny boys! 

The sound of taps! The starry-clear voice of the bugle calling 


14 Such it then was in very truth! Now a town of 50,000 people, housing the 
plants of the Western Electric, the Congoleum-Nairn, the Federal Shipbuilding 
Company, the Edison Company, the du Ponts’ and many of the nationally known 
corporations! The charming and distinguished part of the town is not Kearny 
but Arlington. But in Phil.’s day this was not so. Much bitter feeling exists: 
the socially superior—so they feel—Arlingtonites despising as always—the 
crowd of “politicians” whose business is politics. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


down the canyons of Wall Street’s skyscrapers startled in very truth 
the denizens of the financial district, at 10:30 o'clock on the forenoon 
of April 11th, 1912, just before the appalling news of the Titanic 
disaster. 

Challenged to seek out the cause of this unwonted auditorial appa- 
rition, crowds gathered about the majestic bronze doors of old Trinity 
Church whence the sound proceeded. At the entrance stood a bugler 
of the 29th Infantry, Regular Army, whose Regiment leisurely paced 
the sidewalks of Rector Street, ready to swing into the deadline of 
march. Immediately behind the bugler stood a ponderous figure, 
clad in the uniform of a Major General of the Civil War; with all 
his military decorations blazoned on_ his breast—-Major General 
Daniel E. Sickles, Kearny’s companion and ardent supporter in the 
Peninsula Campaign——also his luncheon host !—who had lost his leg 
in battle at Gettysburg, as Phil. his arm at Churubusco, and Ewell, 
his leg near Bristoe’s Station! 

Beside General Sickles on the shoulders of soldiers of the 29th 
Infantry, was borne a ponderous bronze coffin in notable contrast 
with the rude wooden box into which till yesterday Phil. Kearny’s 
body had lain in the Kearny vault in Trinity Churchyard just half 
a century. 

General George B. Dyer, Commander of the National Guard, led 
the Troops composed of the 7th Regiment, Squadron A, the spiritual 
successor of the First Cavalry which Phil. had commanded; the 
Essex Troop of Newark and representative detachments of the 38th 
and 37th New York of Phil.’s Division in the Civil War; and de- 
tachments from the regular Infantry. 

Two veiled woman-figures stood in the vestibule, both unofficially 
present.—Had they been officially present Kearny’s body would still 
lie with his father’s and son’s bodies—and near his father’s and grand- 
son’s Stock Exchange! One, a woman of aristocratic carriage—and 
of mystery—not however, in the carriages following the remains, 
whom insiders knew as the partner of a romance in the Soldier’s life 
so remote as to be hallowed by the mere passage of much time, and 
sanctioned by changed points of public view and against which the 
Social Statute of Limitations had long since run. The other, origi- 
nally marked with the Bar Sinister, which labeled the forbears of 
some of the greatest aristocratic families of France and England, 
itself legally barred by her mother’s marriage,—who—the mother— 
had written, just before the event: “I wish to lie in death by the side 
of the Hero of my life and my love’.15 


15 The Emperor Louis Napoleon’s legitimacy was questioned; and his sister 
undoubtedly was a natural child of Hortense Beauharnais, the daughter of the 
Empress Josephine by her first husband. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Challenged on the preceding day by the strange sight of five appar- 
ently ghoulish figures whom those in the know knew to be Phil. 
Kearny’s grandsons, Philip and Thomas Kearny, Mr. Charles F. 
Hopkins, Chairman of the New Jersey “Commission for the Re- 
moval of the Remains of Philip Kearny to the National Cemetery,” 
the noted and beloved Sexton of old Trinity,—and the mortician— 
entering a vault flush with the turf marked John Watts; the crowd 
beheld these men emerging with a modern bronze coffin which their 


- assistants bore into Trinity Church. The four had, unknown to the 


onlookers, identified Kearny’s body, withdrawn it reverently from 
its worm-eaten box, and placed it in the new receptacle. These ‘“wit- 
nesses to Major General Philip Kearny’s identity,” expecting to have 


a doubtful, perhaps an impossible task, were pleasantly disappointed. 


Two coffins were opened; at length a wooden cofhn, certainly no 


symbol of wealth or place—nothing like the descriptions in the 


ancient files of the newspapers—was gingerly pried open. 

Behold Kearny in habit as he was—even ready apparently to step 
forth and challenge his grandsons and Mr. Hopkins for disturbing, 
not his bones, but his very “Self”? !—to quote Kearny on the Penin- 
sula! Kearny in very truth had anticipated the resurrection! No 
doubt that the person lying there so at peace, was his very Self,—-so 
livingly real were the results of the professions of Messrs. Alexander 
& Brown, Embalmers, White House Landing, Virginia, June, 1862. 
They had made good! But never expected anyone to find it out on 
them! Not Phil. Kearny’s remains, but Major General Phil. Kearny! 

Clothed in the habit of Major General; the shoulder stars and 
epaulets untarnished by the tedious passage of time; the clothing 
uneaten by the corroding processes of the tomb; the boots indeed 
could have been, even that day, polished in the famous stand in the 
adjoining Empire Building twenty yards away, at Greenwich and 
Rector Streets. Then the indefeasible note of identification: Across 
the unbreathing breast “massive on the embalming table” was drawn 
a void sleeve—memorial of Ewell and “The Recall” and of the Gate 
of San Antonio, seventy-five years now passed! 

Kearny’s countenance was Phil.’s very own. The Comte de Paris 
was right; not the face of an eagle but the face of a Bird of Prey, 
even in death handsome! Where de Peyster’s deep marks had gone, 
God only knows. The hair thinned—thin but fully covering the crown; 
the military moustache, the famous goatee—in that age facial hair 
was de rigeur; the motto being “if you have hair use it” ,7°—-were 

18 No soldier of the 35 persons in the famous painting in the State Library at 
Richmond representing the illustrious Confederate Captains—save one—is with- 
out full and generally luxuriant beards; certainly all have facial hair except one 


and only two with gray hair, Lee and Joe Johnston. Only one with a bald head. 
But in the World War no beards or nearly so,—and bald heads galore] 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


even as the day of Kearny’s commitment to the earth. And the 
countenance clothed in a bronzed and parched and shrunken but 
integral skin, the aquiline long, thin, aristocratic commanding nose, 
the fringed eyes closed in the sleep of death and heavy eye-brows,—all 
were preserved even perfectly! 

The caisson loaded with the dead—vast crowds with bared heads— 
immediately followed by Phil.’s grandchildren by the “glorious Diana” 
now dead these six years—and Ruth Kearny, a great grandchild— 
moved down Broadway—the long procession halting ten blocks of 
traffic—as far as Abraham de Peyster’s grotesque statue at Bowling 
Green, where it halted exactly a minute—the undertaker with watch 
in hand magnificently leading the whole procession the cynosure of 
all eyes—before the site of the residence of John Watts, No. 3 Broad- 
way, in which Phil. had been born, now the Cunard Building,” 
whence he used to walk up Broadway to Ufford’s school ; thence down 
Beaver Street; up Broad; where it paused again just a moment 
before the New York Stock Exchange, of which Kearny’s father had 
been a founder and of which his grandson-——also Philip—now in the 
carriage behind the caisson was then a noted member. 

Then the procession moved up Broadway to the City Hall where 
grouchy old Mayor Gaynor, that day his real spirited self, in splendid 
form pronounced a lofty—yet characteristic—tribute to “this son of 
New York whom a foolish parochial commonwealth, then as now, 
suffered New Jersey to adopt and so to steal a New Yorker by birth 
and tradition from the roster of her illustrious sons.” 

Phil.’s body lay within the Rotunda of the City Hall until early 
in the morning of the next day, guarded by six veterans of “Kearny’s 
New Jersey Brigade,” and six select men of the First Infantry. 
Civic Organizations visited the temporary tomb, and masses of people 
during the afternoon, evening and following day, when in the early 
morning it was borne on a special train to Trenton, the State Capital 
of his adopted State; where the party was joined by Acting Governor 
Prince and his Staff, the National Guard saluting with thirteen 
volleys as the train entered the station. 

At Washington the body was placed upon a caisson and preceded 
by a company of the First Cavalry,—the military descendant of Phil.’s 
First Regiment, First Dragoons and of Colonel Kearny’s Army of the 
West !-—through the Gate of the National Cemetery where the guns 
again boomed. 


17 It is a singular fact that the Loyalist; the Earl of Casilis—Uncle of Phil.— 
Archibald Kennedy, is celebrated on this British Corporation’s Building; but no 
memorial to Philip Kearny, soldier of the Civil War!—But that is England— 
self-absorbed England—all over. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, President Taft, 
now buried within this hallowed God’s acre, awaited the body’s arrival 
and stood, his head bared, beside General Wood as taps accompanied 
the descent into the grave. He spoke of Kearny as “Professional 
Soldier”. 

But Phil., ever restless, again walks forth and finds his final lodg- 
ment in a triangular plot dividing the road leading from the Fort 
Meyer gate fit for a massive statue now to be erected, which two 
years later was dedicated. President Wilson made the principal ad- 
dress following a classic piece offered by Governor Felder. Wilson’s 
talk—for such it was—was in matter and manner, a gem of apt 
discourse. The President emphasized particularly Phil.’s profound 
knowledge of his profession as an “applied science” illustrated by his 
pursuit and practice of war in foreign camps when “he found no 
military quarrels at home’; and while at once a dreaded enemy to 
his foes, was glorified in the lovable traits of his character evidenced 
in their sobriquet “Phil.” which his men applied to him. Possibly a 
trait challenging interest to a man in public life whom no one ever 
nicknamed; and indeed he himself had baptized off the map that 
most lovable name of “Tommy”! 3 

An incident however illustrating in a lovable light the President’s 
character occurred when forced to adopt the role of a Solitary in the 
presence, and under the weight, of the problems of the World War, 
Wilson made it a principle—it was currently reported—of accepting 
none but imperative representative social appointments ; and although 
he had come to the Presidency from presiding over the government 
of New Jersey—now presenting Phil.’s statue to the nation at a cost 
of $20,000—President Wilson declined at first, entirely unexpectedly, 
not only an invitation extended during a special visit of the Memorial 
Commission which he had appointed as Governor of New Jersey to 
be present at the ceremony but a like invitation from the Command- 
ing Officer of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Mr. Hopkins felt even as a blow, Wilson’s “insult” as he hyper- 
bolized it, and telephoned General Kearny’s grandson immediately 
upon recalling “Thomas” telling him of a dinner given to the “Presi- 
dent’s daughters” in which he participated. Mr. Hopkins asked Mr. 
Kearny to help “if he could”. Mr. Kearny immediately telephoned 
Mrs. McAdoo at Washington, the daughter of the Chief Executive, 
now wife of the Secretary of the Treasury. Two years earlier John 
Barrett, considered popularly by many “Pan-Americans” as the prac- 
tical founder, certainly the founder as a popular movement, of Pan- 
Americanism in the United States during the formative epoch when 
he presided so ably over the Pan-American Union, had given a dinner 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


in the Patio of the exquisite Pan-American building in Washington 
in honor of “The Daughters of the President”, followed by a ball. 

At the dinner, Kearny’s grandson escorted to the table the lady 
then Eleanor Wilson, John Barrett sitting next to her and her sister 
Margaret. Eleanor’s conversation and personality were striking and 
inspiriting and mention was made of the part her illustrious father 
had taken as Chief Executive of New Jersey in planning to place an 
image on horseback in the National Cemetery to mark the apotheosis 
of New Jersey’s most distinguished soldier. 

Two years had now passed and Mrs. McAdoo—the former Eleanor 
Wilson’s—telephone rang. Thomas Kearny was “speaking”; and 
recalling the happy occasion of their earlier meeting, Kearny proposed 
the “possibility” of her inducing her father to “reverse himself’! 
Instinctively, a generous nature acting, Eleanor replied: “T will go 
now, this moment, to the White House and see if Phil. Kearny’s 
grandson’s family and his personal appeal will not outweigh with 
father all the claims of soldiers, sailors and even politicians’ !— 
laughing aloud as she concluded! 

The train was delayed after leaving Trenton where it had picked 
up Governor Felder, and upon its hour late arrival at the National 
Cemetery, the President’s car was noticed; and moving among the 
graves of the unknown soldiers marked by little crosses President 
Wilson was espied; the result,—Woodrow Wilson, Sentimentalist— 
- a gem of eloquence; and Kearny’s fame is secure!?® Statuary Hall, 
—the National Cemetery! 

The Society of Kearny’s First New Jersey Brigade purchased an 
acre inclosing the spot on which Phil. fell at Chantilly and erected 
a memorial with the motto: 


“IN MEMORIAM, PHILIP KEARNY. 
ON THIS SPOT FELL PHILIP KEARNY SEPTEMBER Ist, 
1862. ERECTED BY THE SOCIETY OF KEARNY’S FIRST 
NEW JERSEY BRIGADE AND BY FRIENDS.” 


At the ceremony a lovely great-grand-daughter, aetas 13, the 
daughter of Mrs. Julien Harrison Hill—Lucy Kearny—of Richmond, 
Virginia, recited through her exquisite lips and with the characteristic 


18 Wilson, Woodrow. Trenton Times. May 7th, 1925. James Kerney to 
Thomas Kearny: “I remember quite well the Wilson incident in Arlington, but 
I never knew before how he—Woodrow Wilson—was finally induced to recon- 
sider his first decision not to attend. Last year I published in the Saturday 
Evening Post a few articles about President Wilson.” Mr. Kerney’s request 
to use this item was not granted. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


flair for the dramatic in which she excelled—her physical being rep- 
resented Poetry—‘Kearny at Seven Pines”.19 

But now Phil.’s eyes are closed; his work is done; and folded in 
his country’s stars, the drum has rolled; the volley fired! Certainly 
this man of heroic mold, has fought his fight; has proved his truth 
by his endeavor. But before leaving him to the Hand that made him 
to sleep in solemn night forever and forever, we would hark back 
to the saying of the boy John Watts de Peyster on the first page 
of this book that the “Dawn of Phil.’s day gave little promise of 
its glorious Sunset!” And could anything be more fitting than a 
Personality Story, of “Phil.’s Day,” Sunrise to Sunset, from de 
Peyster himself, now basking in the glory of a distinguished military 
reputation ; and above all a profound student alike of Philip Kearny, 
of the Civil War, and particularly of the Peninsula and Manassas 
Campaigns, in which Phil.’s military career in the Army of the 
United States of America was backgrounded. 


PHILIP KEARNY 
By Joun Warts pe PEysTER 


Kearny did not fall short in any respect of a Great General. He 
was first class in organization, administration and command and 
exerted a marvelous electrifying effect in action and was followed 
wherever he chose to lead. 

Superficial writers have styled Philip Kearny “the Bayard of our 
Army” because Bayard’s name is synonymous with gallantry. 

Like Bayard and a great many other distinguished men, Phil 
Kearny’s life had a Dawn that did not promise any more than an 
ordinary Day. In early boyhood his characteristics did not give 
promise of what he became. 

Both bore themselves with knightly courtesy to the vanquished. 
Both left behind them the reputation of fearing neither the vicissitudes 
of the season, the tempest of life, nor the violence of men. 

Kearny relinquished all that made life desirable, like another son 
of the empire State, the honest fearless Wadsworth, and like him to 
use Lincoln’s words gave for the Union the last full measure of 
devotion. 

It has been justly remarked “that no fine manly character can 
exist which does not possess and present many traits of the womanly.” 
This was eminently the case with Phil. Kearny and was expressed 
in a hundred ways; but never more touchingly than in his watchful 

18The young girl now lives in Paris within a stone’s throw of Phil.’s resi- 


dence. She is a Religious of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. On 
the battlefields of Virginia eighteen markers bear the name of Kearny. 
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care of his men. In a letter to his cousin Philip John Kearny, Major 
of the 11th New Jersey Volunteers, a victim at the age of twenty-one 
of a mortal wound received at Gettysburg, he writes: “You must have 
learned something of the nature of men as to controlling them with 
decision but little harshness; with discipline but justice; but above all 
with a careful watchfulness of their rights and comforts. Men are 
very grateful, far more grateful than the little one may do for them, 
deserves. As to perfecting yourself in your new position as an 
_ Officer: never let it pass from your mind in what a false position a 
gentleman is, who assumes to be what he is not. If you display 
courage it will gracefully cover a multitude of short-comings”’. 

After a combat Phil. was sure to visit and inspect the hospitals of 
_his command; to see that the wounded were properly, nay thoroughly, 
cared for. He was constantly about his camp supervising the cook- 
ing :—something, an art in fact, much neglected and misunderstood 
in our Army,—and insisting above all things in cleanliness. 

He was only careless of the lives and blood of his men when great 
objects were to be accomplished; and the soldiers’ safety was sub- 
ordinate to the importance of the event which depended on the ex- 
penditure of men. | 

Kearny was fond of wine as a gentleman; a real gentleman should 
be in moderation; of good cheer; of good company; of the society 
o: the accomplished and of the opposite sex. 

Phil. was passionately fond of horses ; rode like a centaur—and like 
the wind! His appearance was very deceptive. Ordinary observers 
would have set him down as a lightweight; and slightly built. This 
was in reality the case in 1846-7 in Mexico,—but not so in 1861-2. 

On the contrary he was a powerfully built man, weighing about 
160 Ibs. and about 5’10” in height. It has been said that his make-up 
was perfection for a trooper; his chest massive, his legs sinewy col- 
umns ; and as he lay on the embalming table an eye witness described 
him “as a perfect specimen of manly strength;” and this after five 
months of dreadful warfare in the swamps of Virginia and on the 

bloody battlefields around Bull Run. 

‘ He was as striking in his carriage as in his character; his step was 
elastic as an Indian’s; and in his movements he was lithe and active 
as a panther. 

Few men were more winning in their address; although he seemed 
somewhat haughty in his manner. His conversation, always agree- 
able, at times was perfectly brilliant. To know him was to be won 
by him. His very vices would have been virtuous in cold men; and 
all he did wrong came from a mistaken sense of the highest, or rather 
perhaps the most sensitive honor. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


On horseback Kearny was in his element! On his famous white 
or flea-bitten gray, almost white, charger “Moscow”, whom an expert 
Pronounced the handsomest horse he had ever seen, he looked a 
picture of a Cavalier. 

In battle he generally rode a smaller but extremely active black 
on which he was killed: and sometimes on parade a heavier brown. 
His magnificent bay colt, conspicuous for his beauty of action even 
in an engagement, and so remarkable at WW illiamsburg as to attract 
the fire of the enemy sharpshooters, was killed under him at Seven 
Pines ; and he mourned for the animal almost as for a human friend. 

Even after Kearny lost his bridle-arm he continued to be the same 
fearless rider as before. He would dash through the woods or leap 
walls, ditches and obstructions in such a manner as to astonish the 
boldest riders who had the use of all their members. And yet strange 
to say, although the loss of his arm did not interfere with his move- 
ments while on his feet, he always had to fix a pillow under his left 
shoulder at night for fear of suffocating if he rolled over on his left 
side; since from its shortness or some other difficulty connected with 
the stump he could not then turn over readily without assistance and 
on several occasions—when visiting his cousin John Watts de Peyster 
—he was helped during the night when he was otherwise ill-disposed 
in changing his position in bed. 

Such was his reckless riding that he had several fearful falls with, 
not from his horses; since having but one arm he could not save 
himself or even break his fall. Once in Paris his horse fell over 
backward on him and he struck the back of his head with a fearful 
blow upon the pavement. Another time his horse stumbled with him 
through a bridge in St. Lawrence county where he owned large min- 
eral rights and “smashed him up generally”. 

He could swim like a fish; and would undress, plunge in, disport 
himself among the waves; come out, and dress himself quicker than 
most adult men with a whole complement of limbs. : 

In disposition Kearny was most peculiar! His very bravery was 
of a peculiar stamp. General Scott who knew him well, and had 
ample opportunity for judging said: “Phil. Kearny was the bravest 
man I ever knew and the most perfect soldier”. 

At Williamsburg he dashed alone into the Slashing which the 
Rebels had cut down for their protection and called out to his own 
skirmishers concealed among the fallen timber “to drive the enemy”, 

using an epithet by no means complementary, “out of their cover”. 
As soon as a few of our men showed themselves a whole Rebel regi- 
ment rose on the further edge of the Slashing and fired at him de- 
liberately. Notwithstanding their proximity and numbers, neither 
himself, his clothes nor his horse were touched. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


And finally France, to whom Philip Kearny owed so much and 
who “owed so much to Philip Kearny” if we follow France’s His- 


a 


torian, assesses Kearny’s character. 


FRANCE’S TRIBUTE TO A CHASSEUR D’AFRIQUE 
AND OF THE IMPERIAL GUARD 


_. The War of the Secession revealed more complete military talents 
since circumstances favored a more complete expression; but never 
in the presence of the two Armies was there produced a more chiv- © 
alric nature! | 

His was a rare combination. - He was “‘un tacticien incomparable ;” 
and possessed of a vigor which nothing could surpass. Kearny loved 
adventure and the drunkenness of battle; not as a bull which sees 
red and lowers its head against the muleta; but as a delicate and 
refined being seduced by the sublime horror of great combats. His 
stirring audacity electrified his soldiers! 

An incomparable “Cavalier,” a great connoisseur of horses; and 
sufficiently rich to satisfy his taste, Kearny rode only blooded horses, 
and although manchot—one armed—he managed them with a sur- 
prising facility. 

Then Grasset gives the account of Phil. at Saumur! In the French 
conquest ; at Solferino and Magenta and at Williamsburg, which 
we have already read; and now continues: 

The day of his death added to the mourning of his fatherland the 
loss of one of its most valiant defenders and the disaster of its prin- 
cipal army. Kearny succumbed giving his all devotedly to the cause, 
and when they lift up his body “dont le morte avait deja pris un 
troncon’—of which death had already taken a slice,—his body was 
found pierced by an enemy ball “en plein coeur”. That alone could 
stop the audacious cavalier whose spirit of raillery defied every peril! 
When the balls whistle he mocks at everything, even himself. At. 
Fair Oaks he returns from the front, black with powder, his uniform 
in strips and in this condition dismounts from his horse “pour visiter 
les blessés’—to visit the wounded. This master of battle, this 
“sabreur” makes himself a voluntary nurse! He finds at the hos- 
pital that General Howard has his arm amputated, and says to him: 
“I make you a proposition” as he grasps General Howard’s hand. 
“You no longer have a left arm, I have lost my right arm. If it is 
agreeable to you, nous nous cotiserons pour l’achat nos gants; une 
paire suffira pour nous deux ;” and he added with the manners ‘“‘d’un 
boulevardier’”’: that will make for us “de petites economies, mon 
cher”—we will combine to buy our gloves, one pair will suffice for 
both of us. 3 } 3 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


He was certainly destined to a great command when death stopped 
him in the field at Chantilly. 

His end is worthy of his life of actin and devotion. Suddenly he 
is seen to fall from his horse, his chest pierced through and through, 
yet still holding in his remaining hand his reins and his sword, he 
demands to be put back into the saddle ; and as a last mark of esteem 
to his valiant and loyal adversary, Lee sends his body through the 
lines. 

Could there be a more beautiful death for a soldier? Outside of 
his family, Major General Philip Kearny loved three things; War, 
his Country and France. He hoped in the time of peace to take up 
again his family life in Paris where his great fortune would permit 
him to offer “élegante hospitalité.” Notre patrie lui doit un souvenir 
de reconnaissance; our country owes Kearny a debt of recognition 
for his sympathy, for our country was not common at that time in 
the army. The outstanding regret of Kearny seemed to be in-the 
truth when he said with a melancholy tone in his werce,. “fe mai 
jamais eu de chance”,—“I have never had a chance.” 

Finally his own country “The Bravest Man I ever Knew and the 
Most Perfect Soldier.”—Statuary Hall; the National Cemetery ! 

On September 25th, 1925, the Honorary President of Kearny’s 
New Jersey Brigade, walks slowly away from a famous Newark 
hotel in the little upper supper room of which had just been cele- 
brated the last banquet of Phil. Kearny’s disciples of his First New 
Jersey Brigade. 

By Kearny’s side strode, erect, tall, soldierly, an old Civil War 
veteran wearing on his uniform the Congressional Medal of Honor, 
the Kearny Patch, the Medal of Valor—a conspicuous figure chal- 
lenging the interest and attention of all passengers on the street. 

The two made their way towards the statue of a one-armed soldier 
—"the face of an eagle’—in Military Park, from which Governor 
McClellan’s carriage had drawn off, while General Sherman was 
talking to a vast audience near its base, now gone half a century. 

On the pedestal, broken into the marble by a cunning hand, were 
the six letters K-E-A-R-N-Y; and on another side on an inset “In 
Memoriam, Erected by the Italians of Newark”: really misinforming, 
not the Italians but the Commonwealth erected it,—the plaque placed 
on the statue by the Italians in New Jersey in recognition of Kearny’s 


~ 


services in the War of Italian Liberation.2° 


20 Just as this book is going to press the Emperor of Italy has conferred upon 
the memory of General Philip Kearny for his services in the Italian Campaign 
of 1859, the Medal of Valor which was delivered by instructions from His 
Excellency, Benito Mussolini, to General Kearny’s grandson. It is said that 
the Italian government has no record of any soldier receiving a decoration three 
quarters of a century after his death. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Deep in reverie their ears unhearing the buzz, the whirr and noise, 
of one of the city’s busiest corners,—a twelfth part of its night time 
citizenry pouring out from the Manhattan-Hudson Terminal diag- 
onally across the street from their business domiciles or sojourns in 
New York City—Kearny’s grandson’s thoughts ran back to the days 
when his then boyish companion, now an ancient person of 83, had 
begun on this very spot, a Revolutionary and Civil War Drill Ground, 
his mighty obscure service for the nation for which his Commander 

‘Tepresented in the bronze statue had given his arm and his life and 
won his immortal renown,—which rightly, too, belonged to the great 
volunteer private. Behold the man! None more so—Charles F. 
Hopkins in his own person, the biography of Philip Kearny and his . 
Brigade and the arch type of the Volunteer Soldier of the Civil War, 
as Phil. of the Volunteer Officer. 

For Charlie had stood with Phil. on that memorable day at Sang- 
ster’s Station when the noble Hidden was laid the first “official” 
bloody sacrifice of Kearny’s Brigade on the altar of the Union. 
Thence to Manassas—the Evacuated—where “Phil.” and “Charlie” 
had huzzahed at one another for the Brigade’s second notable achieve- 
ment. Then through the Peninsula to Frayser’s Farm, and Kearny’s 
voice calling to Hopkins,—detached to join Kearny’s hard-pressed 
Division “Go in Gayly, Galy, ever Gayly, my Boys” as Hopkins 
and Kearny’s Brigade went in under fire to save the Army,—Vic-. 
torious! The following day the newspapers of the country told the 
story. 

The World, September 25th, on its first page, second column, bore 
these headlines: - 


KEARNY FIGHTERS HOLD LAST REUNION 


REMNANTS OF CIVIL WAR BRIGADE SALUTE 
APPROACHING DEATH 


Then the story of the last banquet of Kearny’s Brigade; it had mus- 
tered out; only 9 members remaining; and turning to the editorial 
page, this editorial: 


KEARNY’S BRIGADE DISBANDS 


“Dashing Phil. Kearny, riding into the darkness of the Chantilly 
battle field was shot by Confederates whom he mistook for his own 
men. This week his Brigade, the First New Jersey, passed in review 
before his statue in Newark and disbanded. . . . But the astonishing 
fact is that the Brigade should not have lost its organization decades 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


ago! That so large a body held intact while few Civil War Regiments 
retained their individuality is a striking tribute to Kearny’s power of 
imbuing his own troops with his own cavalry fire and dash.” 

Thee the Trenton Times, James Kerney, Court of Errors and 
Appeals, its editor writing: 


PASSING OF HEROES 
Editorial 


“There is something pathetic as well as heroic in the action of nine 
survivors of General Phil. Kearny’s Brigade of Civil War fame, who 
write the last chapter of their organization, turn their records over 
to the State and consider themselves officially dead, etc. etc.” 


Two years later, a letter dated September Ist, 1927, the anniver- 
sary of i iar comes to “Dear Thomas” from Charles F. Hopkins, 
“Semper Fidelis” 


If I should live a thousand years—doubtful—my love and admira- 
tion for Phil. Kearny will never flag for an instant. His picture looks 
down upon me as I sleep and will until I sleep with him in the sleep 
of death. Ever faithfully, Chas. F. Hopkins. 


Six years now had passed since that letter. It is noonday; yet it 
grows dark! The sun is setting in the room whence looks down upon 
him this picture the face suddenly radiant with patriotism as on the 
Mexican Rampart. And from the pictured lips of ‘‘a countenance 
as of an eagle” in swift flight towards the dying soldier—soldier 
always—shrill the words: “Go in Gayly, Gayly, Gayly! My word to 
you, Charlie, is always Gayly”! And through the phantom voice 
of Major General Philip Kearny, Soldier, Patriot, Great American, 
the Commander in Chief of all Armies Everywhere, sounds the Re- 
call; and Charles F. Hopkins “Soldier, Patriot, Great American,” in 
his last battle, as always with Philip Kearny, Victorious, is detached 
from Kearny’s Brigade to join Kearny’s Division. 


“DULCE ET DECORUM EST PRO PATRIA MORI’ 
id, dS) ALSO AN, ESCAPE”. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND MEMORANDA 
CHAPTER I 
THE BEGINNINGS 


“I urge slang without being slangy; formal style should be a special dia- 
lect for few situations in life.’ Professor Walter Barnes. 

De Peyster Papers. Personal and Military History of Major General 
Philip Kearny. Cited as de Peyster. 

Columbia College. Philip Kearny at. Professor William H. Dunning. 
Columbia Alumni News. April 23, 1915. 

History of St. Lawrence County. Hough. Kearny Estate. 

Round Hill School. Prospectus 1823. The Round Hill School. Bassett. 

Memorandum of a Private Conversation with General Scott signed by 
Scott. 

Highland School. Prospectus dated January 15, 1830. The schoolhouse 
still exists. 

Descendants of Lewis Morris of Morrisania. 

History of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Westchester County. Bol- 
ton. In re Ravaud Kearny. 

The Morris Family of Philadelphia. Moon. 

Historical Miscellany. Stillwell. 

The pedigree of the Lloyds of Dolobran. 

Historic Families of America. Spooner. 

The Kearny Family Tree-in the Case on rey in ein ty v. Cuthbert, 
in the House of Lords—or rather the testimony included in the case 
—and the following documents show that John Kearny—Phil.’s uncle 
in that generation—imade the first translation of the New Testament 
into the Irish tongue. See, Acts of the Privy Council, 1587-8, p. 201. 
Acts P. C. 1591-2, p. 26. Acts of P. C. in Ireland in Hist. Mss. 
Comm., 15th Rep. Appendix ITI, 29s. 

Miss Mary Kearny Hill, daughter of Mrs. Julien Harrison Hill of 
Richmond, Va., lovely great granddaughter of the General and his 
wife—Diana Bullitt Kearny—has since writing this chapter, married 
the well known,—alike in England and America—Mr. Henry G. 
Bishop, Highwoods, Burgfield Common, Nr. Reading, England; thus 
by a sort of genealogical atavism—so to say—returning, after 236 
years, to live among ancient Irish and English kinsfolk. 

Brittin, Lionel. Provincial Councillors of Pennsylvania. 

Wharton Family. Wharton. 

Chronicles of the Plumstead Family. Devereux. Letter from the Earl 
of Southesk enclosing pages from Burke’s Peerage and Baronetage; 
pp. 2083-2087. Brittin, First Settler in Bucks County at the Falls, 
4 mo. 1680. His Raueieer Mary, first child born of English parents. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


English Families represented in Philip Kearny’s line. See Burke’s Peer- 
age under Andrew Elliott. One—interesting to Americans and 
Canadians—Charles Murray Cathgart, Governor General of Canada. 
French Families—a few—so represented: Le Brun; de Ganay; Van 
Cuelbrock; descendants of Barbé Marbois, Napoleon’s Negotiator in 
the Louisiana Purchase: see infra. Philadelphia Families—a few— 
so represented: Devereux, Wharton, Moore, Coates, Hutton, Dahl- 
gren, Drexel, Seton Henry; Willing; Lloyd; Biddle. Among the 
New York families, 12 in number: The Astor Family, represented in 
the branch, Vincent Astor, and Lady Ribblesdale, born Willing, in 
England. : 

North Carolina Kearnys. Alston Genealogy. 

Minto, Andrew Elliott. Uncle of the Earl of Minto. Correction from 
text. ‘5 

Kearny, George Hammeken. Engineer. Graduated a Civil Engineer at 
Union College, 1866, he formed one of the first class in Engineering 
at the Naval Academy. Chief Engineer, 1893; Captain, 1903; mem- 
ber of the Personnel Board which amalgamated the Line and En- 
gineer Corps in 1896; and Head of the Department of Steam 
Engineering, Naval Academy, 1897 to 1900, revising the course in 
Engineering. Head of the Department of Steam Engineering at 
Boston Navy Yard and at the New York Navy Yard. 


CHAPTER II 
THE FRONTIER: ALGERIAN CAMPAIGN 


Up from Slavery. Washington, Booker. “Contacts with great men, not 
books and costly apparatus, the greatest teachers.” Ah 

The Advancing Frontier. Foreman, Grant. 

The Western Military Frontier: 1815-46. Beers. 

Louisiana, Baton Rouge. War Department. Adjutant General’s Office. 
November 17th, 1926. Kearny stationed there in 1821. 

Fort Gibson. War Department. A. G. Office. November 17th, 1926. 
Kearny in command in 1842. 

Excursions through the Slave States. Featherstonebrough. Mrs. Kearny 
accompanied her husband on many Dragoon Expeditions. 

St. Louis. War Department. A. G. Office. November 17th, 1926. 
Kearny commanded Third Military Dept. 1842. 

Missouri Expedition—1835. See Robinson, Lafayette; infra. 

The Making of a Soldier. Hamlin, P. G. General Ewell’s Letters. A 
fascinating and finely edited volume. 

Kearny’s Journal. 

Stephen Watts Kearny in Iowa. Petersen. 

Biographical Notes and Sketches. Elderkin. 

Kearny, S. W. Letters—originals and copies—in author’s possession. 

The Mexican War and the Conquest of California. Porter, Valentine 
Mott. Establishment of Jefferson Barracks, by S. W. Kearny, 


| [ 460 ] 


YUAATA GUI 


19s e'otwH 962 .snil eee qiitt ni 
bn enssinemA al gnvestatai—onO 
: as. jo lstenso beta vou Jdieatdial 
Vv nsw) ob ja J : Demnsesiqst 
ni 10tniiog9V soles j3V. giodaM }dzx 
i s—esilims siriqisbelidd iarlat see 
someH zstsco) 100M ,aattad 


brol.l ; getiliw 


eet - 
| 


- ‘ 
> Weer 


" soil 


NV .suasteves ;beinsestget 02 


ver eslrar. is) ee 
o2—wst s—esifisnsT sh: forests 
H to etnabmssesb pasordisnD 
ssasifiorud sosizigot srt 


-vyirsti motiee? Jsxerd nasty 
nr et asilimst s20Y wot 








































Vi a iddiAl » be] ' wieA jnooni¥ .donexd silt 
by brsignd 
2 aaelA .eyetssA snilotsD fol 
x11 nol 10. viniMt to ksN sf te sinU Holla werbaA ointM 
a Jno sh 
99niy ) wba rsontitgadl odors H 931090 pra * 
IIS9itt} e a srl} to sum wrrot of DOB: 339! ieD noinV 
§ rORr 19st [ [ .verebsoA leveVl od? ts 
nt bois jams fight vo fennozs os to 19d 
312 io InsinizegeC ! to besH bre :308: at eqroD’ wSnig © 
yet i 3 oe! ye: gisbsoA isvsV .gninssoigndl 
gnirssnignS o1s3i2 lo teom ny aa to besH .gniissnigna 
bisY yvev. s20Y ° uit is bre brn Y yvsA noteoll 
Il ANTIAHO 
MOIASMAD MAISHDIA : M9ITMOSI ART 
tom 15 so1g oJ 15H tides¥! .qisvalé mor qu. 
1scose? jestacyy of} .zuserogan ylizoo bas etood +f 
joo msiol .setinotl golonsvbA sft 5) 
we Ab ord x crash mimesW oft > a! 
2] pibA .nentsgs on 5 nell snsizivel, \. 
Le¢ torls beri : ; aot slit xdasveoll _ ry 
; S>ii J Cl sv oe dix) hol  ¥ 2a 
ti Git ) ni YUIGIA ae 
¥ 2rai!t co yuotss parasol” rel 
e Losdend to beinegmreson ~~ ee 
1c , wD) <) af wmisgoU wool 12 ie 
ce qou Hilf brnlT bebnuscumos yoarsedl ee 
ea} povatet moenidoA 922 2¢31—noitiboqz Huot 
A sited etiewsl levee 0D SD nilneld. sible? « lo-gntlsM edt 
sraviov bstibs yout bas sey ‘ i 
“Jomwol re 
apersio% ewok ni ynre a 2iaW notiqué | 


‘ ol tuted 
MOL222220q oeaiRE himesryoo wi 2 
stttineisV ~smoL. .simotiisD io seourp 


nal WW .2 yd etbenad —_— lo neeanbiieni cs 
* [eds J 





aoowdc bor esto urerres) 


alenigio—eroite.l W.2 me om 
vroD off bas veW/) nasi. 


OM »> 
7 
vant 









ee) ee eR Re ee 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Graham, Colonel James Duncan.. Corps of Engineers. Principal mem- 
ber of Party that fixed the boundary between the United States and 
Texas; and between United States and Canada, 1840-45. Etc. etc. 

Journal of the Yellowstone Expedition, 1825. 

Quarterly Register and Magazine. September 1848. Fine summary of 
Algerian Conquest. 

Memoirs. Changarnier. 

French in Africa. Morrell. Studies in the French Army, Vernon, 
Guy de. : 

' La Guerre de Secéssion. Grasset, Ernest. 

Peninsula Campaign. De Joinville. 

Bullitt Family. Dictionary of American Biography. 


CHAPTER III 
PHIL.’S JOURNAL 


La Guerre de Secéssion. Grasset, Ernest. 

Quatre Ans de Campagne de l’Armee du Potomac. De Trobriand, Comte 
Regis de. Cited as de Trobriand. 

Campagne de L’Armee du Potomac. De Joinville. Cited as de Joinville. 

Kearny in Africa. Privately printed 1844. 

Biography. De Peyster. 


CHAPTER IV 
THE OREGON AND SANTA FE TRAILS 


Kearny, S. W. Letter of, quoted in text. Vol. V. No. 1. New Mexico 
Historical Review. 

House Documents. First Session. Twenty-ninth Congress. Also, Senate 
Ex. Docs. First Session, Thirtieth Congress. All official documents 
—reports, etc.—in this and following chapter. 

Message of Polk in re occupation of Mexican territory. _House Doc. No. 
19. Second Session, Twenty-ninth Congress. 

Topographical Journal. Franklin, Lieut. W. B. Expedition of 1845. 

Old Fort Crawford. Mahan. 

Life, Adventures and Opinions of Col. George H. Hangar. London, 1801. 

Slavery Propaganda during Mexican War. Fuller. 

War Department. The Adjutant General to Thomas Kearny. May 8, 
1936, reading as follows: Letter by Lieut. Philip Kearny, June 18, 
1846, as follows: I would request authority to purchase my own 
Dragoon horses... . The Adjutant General to the Quartermaster 
General, July 18th, 1846: The General-in-Chief—Scott—requests im- 
mediate orders for supplying horse equipment to be delivered to 
Lieut. Philip Kearny, Jefferson Barracks. . . . Similar letter to Ord- 
nance Department. 

Texas was given the right to divide itself into five states, without further 
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act of the National Government, thus leaving it wholly to the south 
to increase their representation in the Senate. 

Boston Post, February 7th, 1848, reported that General Franklin Pierce, 
upon his return from the Mexican War, stated that he did not find 
in Mexico City, anyone who attributed the commencement of the 
war, on the part of Mexico, to any question of boundary. 

Kearny’s Rough Riders. Dunning, Prof. W. A. Columbia Alumni News. 

The Failure of Polk’s Mexican War Intrigue. Sternberg. Immediately 
upon assumption of Office, Polk and Bancroft conversed on the sub- 
ject of the acquisition of California. Polk declared this as the prin- 
cipal purpose of his administration. Liverpool Mercury, January 7th, 
1848: “In Polk’s message to Congress, the acquisition of New Mexico 
and California stand out as Primo Mobile.” See New York Herald, 
February 24th, 1848. 

When General Taylor left his base of operations, in September, Kearny— 
the first to go forward—had been advancing through Mexican terri- 
tory for three weeks. 

Manifest Destiny. Senator Robert C. Winthrop spoke in the Senate of 
the “right of our Manifest Destiny to spread over the whole con- 
tinent,”—citing the New York Morning News, December ar, 1845. 
' This is eonanly the origin of the phrase. 

New York Post, January 11th and rsth, 1848. Resolutions ee unani- 
‘mously in the New York Assembly and Senate—reported on said 
dates—that no slavery shall be allowed in the territory of the United 
States which may be acquired from Mexico, see infra. Similar reso- 
lutions were passed in nearly every northern state. 

War Department. The Adjutant General’s Office. Washington, June 
27th, 1936. Letter, the Adjutant General, to Thomas Kearny: Letter 
from General Scott to General Taylor, January 3rd, 1847, at the end 
of which appears a notation to the effect that the original was never 
received, being captured on the person of Lieut. Richey when he 
was murdered at Villa Gran. The records of this office further indi- 
cate that in a letter to General Butler, January 2oth, 1847, announcing 
the death of Lieut. Richey, General Taylor refers to a detachment of 
Lieut. Kearny’s Troop, which accompanied Lieut. Richey. 

War Department. Letter Adjutant General to Thomas Kearny. June 
8th, 1936: Company F., First Dragoons, Escort to General Scoit 
and Staff. 

Campaigns of General Scott. Semmes, Ralph. Afield and Afloat. 
Semmes. 

New York Evening Post, September 14, 1847. Kearny’s Dragoons,— 
under the dauntless Lorimer Graham,—saved Lieut. Hamilton’s life 
and his escort. 

The Joint Congressional Act, December 29th, 1845, has been said—and 
we think rightly—to have been an Act of supererogation; the Act 
of Texas made her part of the United States, from the standpoint of 
constitutional theory. 

The actual area acquired during Polk’s administration was about one 
million two hundred thousand square miles. 
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Polk’s Diary. 
Areas of the United States at various times. Letter, April 22nd, 1936. 
Antoinette Funk to Thomas Kearny. The Assistant Commissioner, 

. Department of the Interior. 


CHAPTER V 
BATTLE OF MEXICO _ 


Mexican War Reports. See Bibliography, Chapter IV. Sen. Ex. Doc. 
First Session, Thirtieth Congress. 

Dragoon Battle of the roth of August. McReynolds Memorandum. Copy 
in author’s possession. McReynolds—seriously wounded—made no 
formal report. 

Totten, Joseph. Report January Ist, 1848. Lee-Kearny Reconnoisance. 

Lee. Freeman, Dr. Douglas S. Lee-Kearny Reconnoisance. 

New York True Sun. June 23rd, 1848. In re charge into city of Mexico. 

N. O. Picayune quoted. 

Details of Phil.’s Charge. Sourced in Phil.’s conversation with de Peyster. 

N. O. Picayune. November 21, 1847. Also four undated—excerpts— 
Picayune articles. 

Detall de las Operaciones occuriendos en la Defensa de la Capital. Santa 
Anna. Phil.’s and Santa Anna’s contacts at the Garita. His report 
to the Mexican Congress. 

Niles’ Register, October 30th, 1848. Translated from Mexican, Diario 
del Gobierno. September 18, 1847. Santa Anna and P. K. 

Lee on foot crossing the Pedrigal; Kearny on horseback; yet Scott—it is 
said on authority—Archer Anderson—held Lee’s feat the greatest of 
moral and physical courage in the campaign. 

Life of General Quitman. Claiborne. 

Niles Register, November 13th, 1847. 

Diary of Francis Rodgers. Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio 
Quarterly. Vol. X, p. 2. 

Niles’ Register. October 16, 1847. 

The Defense of General Santa Anna. Herald, January 7th, 1848. Santa 
Anna’s statement in re Dragoons reaching parapets of city. 

The War with Mexico. Livermore. Surgeon’s letter cited in text. 

The Mexican War. Barriero, Ramon. 

Apuntes para la Historia de la Guerra entre México y los Estados Unidos. 
Balbotin, Manuel. 

Herald, January 2oth, 1848. News article from Washington states that 
neither the President—Polk—nor his family or any Head of Depart- 
ment were present at the wedding of Sarah, Colonel Benton’s 
daughter. 

Bibliography. References cited in text or notes and general histories are 
not included in this Bibliography. 

Great thanks are acknowledged to Dr. Percy G. Hamlin for permission 
to use General Ewell’s letters. 
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CHAPTER VI 
MANIFEST DESTINY 


Military occupation of New Mexico. Twitchel. Kearny’s occupation of 
part of the terrain of Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and Texas. 

Coming of the Kearny expedition. Kelley. Arizona Historical Review. 
Vol. I. No. 1. Kearny’s part in Arizona history. 

Stockton as candidate of Know Nothing Party. See Stockton. American 
Annual. 1866. This is not discussed in Stockton’s Biographies. 
Kearny’s Expedition. Its paramount importance: “Everywhere, east and 
west, the national gaze was fixed on Santa Fé, General Kearny’s ob- 
jective and far off California.” Fremont, the West’s greatest ad- 

venturer. Nevins, Allan. Cited as Nevins. 

A Man Unafraid. Bashford and Wagner. Cited as Bashford. A Biog- 
raphy of Fremont. 

Nevins and Bashford symbolize highly responsible, yet unfactual attacks 
—of course, principally unintentionally untrue—on General Stephen 
Watts Kearny, and in support of Fremont and Stockton. In the 
present Biography, in rare instances, are Fremont or Stockton or 
their splendid work in California, subjected to criticism; but usually 
only the ghosts that these Biographers, over-enthusiastic in the sup- 
port of their heroes, ventriloquize to gibber in Fremont’s and Stock- 
ton’s stead. It is too bad that this is so; but Kearny’s position must 
be stated for the truth of history. 

Kearny, Governor of Texas. See: When Texas was a part of New 
Mexico. Vol. III, No. 2, New Mexico Historical Review. Kearny 
claimed that New Mexico, in part, was really part of the Mexican 
Province of Texas. See Magoffin Papers in War Department. 

Kearny, S. W., in Utah and Mormon History. See History of the Mor- 
mon Church. 

Kearny, S. W., in Nevada, Utah, New Mexico, Wyoming and Arizona 
history. See History of Nevada. Mack. 

Stephen Watts Kearny. Crimmins, Colonel Martin Lalor. A fine appre- 
ciation by a distinguished soldier and well known author. Frontier 
Times. Vol. 9, p. 145. 

Louisville Journal: Aaron Burr was brought to trial for treason for 
undertaking to wrest Mexico from Spain. New York Tribune, 
January 29th, 1848. 

Nevins, in defending Fremont as carrying on the tradition of the army 
officer, contradicts Fremont’s own testimony: I was without rank in 
the Army. 

Minutes of Fremont’s Trial. Sen. Doc. No. 33. First Session, Thirtieth 
Congress. 

Documentos para la Historia de California. Pico, José Ramon. A letter, 
Governor Florez to Pico, December roth, 1846. Bancroft Library, 
Berkeley, Calif. 
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Grifin. His Unpublished Journal. Bancroft Library, Berkeley, Cali- 
fornia. 

California Euphemia: The love of power induced Stockton to institute a 

- new order of things. He has been puffing and blowing around the 
country, like a stranded Grampus ever since his arrival, cracking 
himself up as the greatest thing out. New York Post, January 6th, 
1848. Typical of contemporary California opinion. 

Polk’s Diary, May 30th, registers his solemn resolve to take Nuevo Mejico 
and Alta California; stating that such were Slidell’s secret instruc- 
tions earlier in the year; also emphasizes Kearny’s arriving by the 
fall and its supreme importance, so that at the time of the peace the 
Province would be America’s by right of conquest—which Kearny 
achieved. 

Lawrence Kearny: Sailor Diplomat. Alden, Professor Carroll Storrs. 
Full account of Kearny’s visit to Monterey—1843—and his presenting 

_ the “Constellation’s” Mexican Ensign to the Montereyans. Kearny 
also conciliates by firing salutes and joining in festivities on the 
Mexican National Holiday,—this just after Commodore Jones had 
violated his instructions by seizing the city. A new and fascinating 
paragraph in the history of California. 

Kearny’s Army of the West. Its size commencing its march at Fort 
Leavenworth: The force there was 1700; increased to 2800 at Santa 
Fé. With Stockton’s, Fremont’s and Colonel Cooke’s Mormon forces, 
—necessarily a part of the army—under Stockton’s and Kearny’s 
orders—until withdrawn by Stockton’s order at Los Angeles— 
Kearny’s force was 6,500. 

War Department. Adjutant General’s Office. November 17th, 1926. 
Kearny commanded Third Military Dept. February, 1846. 

The Winning of the Far West. McElroy. 

Military Service of General Kearny. Compiled by the Adjutant General, 

- November 17th, 1926: Kearny commanded the combined Naval and 
Military forces at the battles of San Gabriel and the Mesa. 

Kearny, Stephen Watts. Robinson, Lafayette. Graham’s Magazine. Vol. 
30, No. 1, July 4th, 1849. 

Unlike Fremont and Stockton in California, Kearny, acting under identic 
orders however, as respects conciliation, sent to Santa Fé, Lieut. 
Col. Cooke, and J. W. Magoffin, to negotiate ‘a bloodless victory.” 
On the 18th the Governor assembled his entire army to block 
Kearny’s advance. The Mexican officers refused to obey Governor 
Amijo’s orders to fight; telling the Governor—according to Magoffin 
—that they were “persuaded by Kearny’s proclamations”, that Kearny 
would protect the interests of the city. Magoffin Papers in the War 
Department. Like Scott at Vera Cruz, with Phil., Kearny attended 
Mass at the Cathedral; and gave a magnificent ball. 

Kearny’s Grave. S. W. Kearny was buried alongside of Governor Clark 
and Col. O’Fallon—oi the Yellowstone Expedition—in Col. O’Fallon’s 
private burial plot, in St. Louis. 

San Pasqual, battle of; a victory in military point of view: “The Army 
War College, Washington, August 17th, 1928, Chief of Historical 


[ 465 ] 7 


YuRAGH TMH a 

















































ont bane lf aniwold oe grihen need acd oH “agell » to 


ay ca 


eridos1> levinws eld conie 1sve erqmmD bebnavie s ¢ a 
A yrevasl ao ahoY ws wo pric? teoteorg ofl exe 
ctoiatiga moni! ix) Yisiogars3zn00 to lssiqgd 
li ove sobs } svinoes: nensloe ei ersterges shtog mg 
-surtizni Jotose 2'labuic svew «lowe tarts yuliate ¢ . sino: tL 
i: vd gnivines 2 yvareeA sosiendoms ozls presy ott ch tails 
) SORE nis-otlt ts tet. oe sonstogeni’ smerqun et 
129A dotdhw—tesupmoo to trign yd e‘aoitamA sd bisow 
032 llowm tezestolD. neblA Agmoliqifl sr0lisc yea A 
griineesig atc baa~—¢n3r—voistnelé of Suet earns 5971 to Innox 
oi .ensveraiae MM ort of meienll meoixel/ “e'nomellsteme 


Saba - 4 te 
” 


pt O eSitive! qriimtio} bas estwise grind yd eossiliongs: 
bed zenol srobomamo rite tent 2h a—-.eabiloH lancitte a 
gsitecinest bas wen A ortio ots pnisise yd encioutient eM! 
simotilgD. to yroteid orld ai ma 
trod tc dovsm 2i Rrionoswnod shiz asl 39°. oct 26 ent: 

n CO8s of bsgesz201 -O0Rt asw oxerit ostot OAT beirion 
seg7rot noomolM 2'sdoo") lonelod bras 2momer4 .z'notdsol? « : 
_@'voissA ‘bas e‘aetisi2 whm—girm of? lo maqvar yl ee 
—esisgrf& ead i witio enotdboic yd aw — tiw fin 2% 

007.2 2esw so70t eyes 
Beor litt wdtreveA sO eIerene® manutbA Anoantsgs 
G81 sosmdsi aged yvretilili bsidT bebasmmed yee 
routoM seo t2E olf to x ina 
jeisneD tosibA sit vd boliqano eases erems® to ssived @ 
boa isve Benidmos elt bsbnemmoo vessel :Oagr ltt: rede 
ett ott bone loiidsD ant to asisted otff 98 asnot Hit 
F 2‘iat sttovels.l woanidell janeW. as quiz e 
023: ip ylul 2 wo 

fi nis aston yao sar tic) mt nofioot@ bas inoms 
ot1..¥4 Kinga 33 Ins teihianc inayjest am ravewod 4 
lore eeaihookd 2” 91 : of .vitoget! W 2 bas sdood Bg 

1 WHR ay til He s tom~mvow) eft 161 ot 20 
1arrievin?d vedo 93 Deeris: e19%ifio anstixal¥ oft sonavbs 2 it ‘ 
. all Gt sriibiosde-—ivarwsyvow sd uss ‘triad of azsbro sot = 
arpa jsilt “ehotsnishorwy 2 yaTK Ag bau sg’ ‘stow qortt ta 
we // ond nt exrsqed mionnlt -vitoteh #0 ) eSzersimt 4:1 fostowg: 
bebnetits years vd otiwssrD 219V) $6tho0e. SHRP o2 
isd iosofltiagem s ovesa bes : ietbetiz ods § 
x1ntD IONTIVO7) to bir iibacta Heit asvr ermal WwW Zz oY. 
enqligl O .fo9 utesnoisib 9qx4 snoiwwollsy ack te—alisT'O fe 
es alwod J8ont aplg. te si 
unk. sit" :visiv to toieg resilite ne igo Nana 
lnsitoietl Yo tshi) C201 ai samwA | 


[ 2Op 


d % 


“4 
a 
“= 





eae 


GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Division, to Thomas Kearny: It has been recommended by this Sec- 
tion that General Kearny did not sustain a defeat at San Pasqual.” 
This refers to a letter addressed to the Smithsonian Institution in 
an unsuccessful endeavor to correct the false legend on the Stockton- 
Beale monument. 

San Pasqual and San Bernardo, battles of. Kearny wrote, December 19th, 
from San Diego: San Pasqual “forty miles’? distant. See letter, 
supra. Lieut. Emory, in his Reconnoissance: Battle ground of the 
7th. San Diego, 29 miles from here. San Bernardo and San Diego 
distant from Fort Leavenworth, 1887 and 1916 miles, respectively. 

Emigrant Notes. Hayes, Benjamin. Judge Hayes writes, who married 
Dr. Griffin’s sister: In a council, the Naval Officers so strongly 
pledged themselves that the Commodore would send relief, and on 
account of the wounded, the General consented to remain.—Yet see 
historians generally, and Bashford. 

Stockton’s Despatches. Lieut. Emory notes that Godey’s cache had been 
rifled of Stockton’s despatches. : 

St. Louis Republican. June r4th, 1846. Supra. Stockton sent a written 
refusal. 

Order of July 12th. Q: Did you ever receive the instructions from Sec- 
retary Bancroft, dated July 12th, 1846? A: (Stockton). I have no 
recollection of receiving the order of July rath. I founded the gov- 
ernment without orders. Not being received, Nevins’ statements that 
Stockton’s orders were “later” than Kearny’s; were “inconsistent” 
with them; and that Kearny’s orders were “conditional”, necessarily 
fall to the ground. Nevins says: “Stockton already reminded of con- 
quest, and establishing Civil Government.’”’ Of course, he wasn't. 
As to conditionality of conquest, no one dreamed in Washington 
when Kearny’s orders were written, of Stockton as conqueror or 
governor. Bashford actually has Stockton reading this order. Polk 
entered in his diary that Kearny was right and Stockton wrong, an 
opinion shared by the whole Cabinet. 

“Irish assertiveness” of Kearny. “Irish blood up.” Nevins. 

Stockton expressly stated at Fremont’s trial that he himself was on trial. 
Of course he was. 

Bashford calls the trial—and Nevins leaves precisely the same impression 
—"the most unfair in our history.” But the Washington correspon- 
dent of the Pro-Fremont and Pro-Benton Herald—as indeed all the 
other newspapers—stated: “We are a friend of Colonel Benton; yet 
he has acted as if determined to reduce the court to submission; 
whereas the court has acted with a patience of investigation, and a 
diligence worthy of the experienced officers composing it. From 
personal observation, General Kearny has deported himself in court 
with a dignity, grace and propriety that attracted universal admira- 
tion.” New York Herald, January 13th, 1848. 

“Most intelligent people at San Diego believed Kearny’s command was 
lost.” St. Louis Republican, supra. Yet Stockton remained supine. 

Fremont’s crude flaunting of Kearny is revealed by his signing the paper 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


accepting his appointment to the Governorship in Kearny’s tent, in 
Kearny’s presence, while Kearny was urging him to consider well 
before doing it. 

The connection of Stephen’s Manifest Destiny with Lawrence’s Open 
Door, is adequately stated in an article in Asia, January, 1937. 

The order of November sth. ©: Were the November instructions to 
relinquish to Kearny the civil administration and land operations de- 
livered to you? A: (Stockton): I received them from Commodore 
Shubrick. I did not furnish Fremont a copy. ... Of course it was 
Stockton’s self-accusatory duty—very hard indeed to perform—to 
inform Mutineer Fremont—now proved such—who refused and had 
repeatedly refused to accept orders from, or to have anything to do 
with Kearny. Yet neither Nevins nor any other Biographer reveal 
that Stockton knew—now first revealed—of this order of November 
5th; and so wilfully permitted Fremont to stultify himself in con- 
tinuing to act under Stockton’s appointment and yet Nevins censures 
Kearny in the most drastic fashion for not performing Stockton’s 
duty. The fact is—must be—that the historian did not know of the 
receipt by Stockton of this order. 


CHAPTER VII 
UNION CLUB. ROGUE RIVER INDIAN WARFARE 


Bancroft. History of Oregon. Vol. II, pp. 225-232. Philip Kearny’s 
reports and letters, copies in Kearny’s hand in author’s possession. 
Lane, Joseph. Personal letter from Governor Lane—1868—addressed to 
General John Watts de Peyster. 

Letter from Captain Stuart’s brother. In this letter, January 3rd, 1858, 
-Stuart’s brother acknowledged the receipt of the sword of honor, and 
the resolutions of the General Assembly. 

The History of Southern Oregon. Walling. Walling states that Stuart 
was buried in Washington, D. C., near his mother’s grave. But see 
monument at his grave in Beauford, South Carolina. 


CHAPTER VIII 


ROMANCE. WAR OF ITALIAN LIBERATION 


De Peyster’s Biography. 

Letters of Philip Kearny; copies or originals in author’s possession. 

Legion d’Honneur. October, 1936. Philip Kearny, Soldier of America, 
Soldier of France. Kearny, Thomas. 

Magenta and Solferino. Willy. 

Souvenir de Solferino. Dinant. Full of fascinating personal episodes. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


The First Cavalry, Lincoln Horse. Beach. 

Solferino. Langlois. 

October 4th, 1855, Kearny wrote: I, myself, at unlimited expense, have 
imported the choicest of the most celebrated Merinos of the whole 
world, and the most successful in breeding. 

The charge with the Chasseurs d’Afrique was really the outstanding event 
of Phil.’s day at Solferino as with the Sardinian Cavalry, supra. 
This charge was far fiercer than the charge of the Chasseurs of the 
Guard,—although, of course, the entire Cavalry movement was a 
unit. The Italians fought dashingly and always successfully, as 
Kearny wrote. He greatly admired their “ferocity?” when actually 
in the “conflict of battle.” 

Grasset, French Historian, exalts as a fine thing Phil.’s devotion to his 
family in Paris, Lloyd Lewis—a student of Phil.’s personality and 
the author of the best military biography of modern literature in 
English—has written that it was absolutely necessary to include in 
any study of Phil.’s personality—of his career as American—his 
romance with Agnes. For if misinterpreted, his subsequent marriage 
and his devotion to her and his children by her, followed by his death 
in the exercise of the noblest moral and religious virtue—patriotism 
—expiated the “constructive evil”, if so be. See opinions in footnote 
to chapter “Death in Battle.” Anyway, it was Phil.’s life—and that’s 
that! : 


CHAPTER IX 
THE CIVIL WAR: ALEXANDRIA 


Lincoln Douglas Debates. Any good edition. 

History of the First New Jersey Brigade. Baquet, Camille. Published 
by the State of New Jersey, 1910. 

Reminiscences of War. Bill to declare the Missouri Compromise binding 
defeated by all southern votes, 1852-4. 

New Jersey in the Civil War. Foster. 

Official Record of the Rebellion. Cited now and hereafter as O.R. for 
all Official Reports and Documents pertaining to the Armies in the 

field alike Union and Confederate. 

Life of Custer. Campbell. 

Glory Hunter. Van de Water. 

Recollections of the Civil War. Gibbon, General John. 

Bull Run to Chancellorsville. Curtis, General Newton Martin. 

De Peyster Papers. 

Jefferson Davis, Constitutionalist. Rowland. Life of Jefferson Davis, 
Vol. VI. 

Report of the Congressional Committee on the conduct of the war. 

Marhall, an Aide to Lee. Maurice, Sir Frederic. Statesmen and Soldiers 
of the Civil War. Maurice. 

Three Months in the Southern States. Freemantle, Lieut. Col. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Gurowski. My Diary. : 

A Rebel Clerk’s War Diary. Jones. 

Life and Letters of George Gordon Meade. Letter, March 28th, 1862. 

Autobiographical Sketches and Narratives. Early, General Jubal A. 

Notes for a Life of Major David Hatfield. October 21, 1910. Hatfield 
writes: General Kearny tells me it is ambition to have the best 
troops in the service. See History of Brigade, supra. 

Richmond Dispatch, May 23, 1862: His friends proclaimed McClellan in 
advance a young Napoleon. A skirmish in Western Virginia with an 
advantage in his favor of nine to one was the “sole foundation of his 
towering fame.” 

The fierce controversy between Herald and Tribune is thus illustrated. 
Greeley—Tribune—: Bennett’s age has given him that distinction 

‘which the experienced villain employs to cloak his vices. Bennett— 
Herald—: The old wizzened Knight of the White Liver. A fit sub- 
ject for the gallows. Charleston Mercury, March 21, 1862. 

~ Charleston Mercury. March 13th, 1862. The south expected Johnston 
to make a stand at the Rappahannock. 

War Department, Washington. Letter, the Adjutant General to Thomas 
Kearny, June rst, 1936: Report dated March 16, 1862, addressed to 
Brigadier General Philip Kearny by Colonel J. H. Simpson, Fourth 
New Jersey Volunteers: “The next morning, the 9th, about sunrise, 
eight contraband slaves came in from Manassas and reported to you 
that the rebels were sending away their guns and other property and 
were about leaving their fortifications. You thought their representa- 
tion such as to cause a more thorough questioning, and directed 
me to conduct it. I did so; putting down the result in a letter to 
you; which you dispatched immediately to General Franklin.— 
Franklin sent it to the White House. McClellan acted on it and then 
pigeon-holed it—suppressed. 


CHAPTER X 
BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBURG 


O.R. 

Gurowski. Diary. 

The Blue and the Grey. Gerrish and Hutchinson. 

Bivouac. Cudworth. 

Campaigns of a Non-Combatant. Townsend. 1866. p. 73: 

Journal des Débats. Dispatch from W illiamsburg. May 6. 

O.R. May 11th. The army, nineteen miles from Williamsburg, proceed- 
ing at the rate of three miles a day. At Kearny’s rate—three miles 
an hour on the single file clogged road of the 5th—General Johnston 
could not possibly have escaped; particularly if attacked with any 
vigor at West Point by Franklin. 

War pictures from the South. Estvan. 

La Guerre de Secéssion. Grasset. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Journal des Débats.. May 2gth. May 27th. June 8th. 

General McClellan. Michie. 

O.R. Lincoln’s letter to McClellan, May oth. 1862. 

New York Post. May 21st. Letter in re wounded in hospitals. 

Biographical Notes and Sketches. Elderkin. 

Siege of Yorktown. Blake. 

O.R. Camp at Ewell’s. May roth: “If I am not reinforced will have to 
fight twice my number strongly entrenched.” Yet McClellan had 
115,000 against 50,000. 

Narrative of Military Operations. Johnston, General Joseph E. 

Peninsula Campaign in Virginia. Marks. 

McClellan’s Own Story. Rightly it has been said, McClellan committed 
“posthumous hari kari” by this book. It should never have been let 
loose in its present form. 

Tribune, May 6th. 

A Rebel Clerk’s War Diary. Jones. 

Le Constitutional. May roth. 

London Times, May 19th. May 24th. 

Richmond Enquirer. May zoth. 

New York Post, May 5th. May rsth. 

Battle of Williamsburg. Burns. 

Soldiers and Sailors Half Dime Magazine. Vol. 2, No. 10. Probably 
the very finest account—except Kearny’s letters, infra—by a partici- 
pant in the battle. 

Battle of Williamsburg. Coyne. 

Charge of the 24th Virginia. Maury. 

Siege of Richmond. Cook, J. 

The Virginia-Campaign with Pope. Dwight. 

Fifty Years’ Observations of Men and Events. Keyes. 

Histoire de la Guerre Civil en Amerique. Paris, Comte de. 

The Peninsula Campaign. Barnard. 

The American Conflict. Greeley. Vol. 2, p. 120. In re Hooker’s fighting 
alone while 30,000 troops looked on. 


CHAPTER XI 
KEARNY’S LETTERS AND THEIR LITERATURE 


Others “interpret Lord Burleigh’s nods; but contemporary letters are 
facts.” Cardinal Newman. “Kearny’s letters are superb.” Lloyd 
Lewis. 

Cortlandt Parker. Citizen, Lawyer and Churchman. 

The World. October 2oth. Philadelphia Ledger, October 2nd. Spirit 
of the Times. November 1st. New York Herald. Nov. 18th. 
Times. November 19th. The World. November 17th. (19th?). 

The Newspapers in the Civil War. Randall. American Historical Re- 
view. Annual. 1917-18. 

Life and Letters of General Meade. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Tribune. March 16th, 1869. Full description in an advertisement of 

| Bellegrove. 

Kearny Observer. June 6th, 1924. A fine accotint of Bellegrove and 
of Phil.’s living presence. See Herald, March 4th, 1926. 

Rus-Urban Rambles. New York Post. September 2oth, 1862. 


CHAPTER XII 
SEVEN PINES 


O.R. All Reports. 

Military History of the Confederacy. Title Seven Pines. Vol. 5, p. 221. 

War Pictures from the South. 

History of the Civil War. Paris. 

Four Years of Campaigning with the Army of the Potomac. Croaty, 
D. G. 

New York Tribune. June 2nd. 

Sentinel of Freedom. June 17th. 

This author believes that the origin of the attack at Seven Pines was in 
General Pendleton’s report to Confederate Headquarters, May 3oth, 
7 P.M., while the Chickahominy was rising rapidly: “The rise of the 
Chickahominy immediately after this rain, and remaining in flood 
24 hours, would place the Yankee force south of the River almost 
entirely in our power.” 

McClellan’s Despatch. June rst. O.R. 

Journal des Débats. June 22nd. 

A Rebel Clerk’s War Diary. Jones. 

Life of General R. H. Anderson. Walker. 

Gurowski. Diary. 

Leaves from the Diary of a Surgeon. Ellis. 

Kearny’s Proclamation to his Soldiers. O.R. 

The Battle of Seven Pines. Smith, General G. W. 

The Peninsula Campaign. Barnard. 

Sumner, General E. V.: If we had attacked with our whole force we 
should have swept everything before us. I think the majority of the 
oficers who were there think so now. To same effect: Keyes and 
Heintzelman. Report of the Congressional Committee on the con- 
duct of the war. 

Indiana Troops. The enemy during a reconnoisance had come in and 
taken a section of a battery held by Kearny, who saw at a glance the 
extreme importance of recovering that part of the field. Dashing 
up to the first regiment he saw in line, he threw himself at their 
head and shouted “Twentieth Indiana, those guns must be re-taken or 
Phil. Kearny loses his other arm.” The guns were re-taken. 

The Public Debt. Extract from the annual Report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the state of the Finance for the fiscal year, 1934. 
This Report—accompanied by a letter, January atst, 1936, from 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Mr. J. Leslie Robb, of the Treasury—is the basis of the computation 
of the cost of the Peninsula Campaign. 

Stephen Crane. Jones. Statements of General John Watts Kearny to 
Thomas Kearny. 

Marks, Rev. James J. Born near Pittsburgh, Pa. Died at Laguna 
Beach, California, August roth, 1899. Saint, Humanitarian, Minister, 
Author, Lecturer, Traveler, Philosopher and Patriot. Son of General 
William Marks, one of the earliest settlers in Alleghany County, Pa., 
who was State Senator and Presiding Officer of the Senate in 1821: 
see under the Red Patch. 

Michigan: To Grace S. McClure, State Librarian of Michigan, great 
thanks for sending the author eight volumes of great relevancy. 
General D. H. Hill’s battle badges: See Battles and Leaders of the Civil 

War. Article by G. W. Smith. 

Mr. Kearny acknowledges thanks to Mr. Robert Bruce—author of the 
authoritative book on James E. Kelly’s works—for telling Mr. Kearny 
of this painting, “Kearny at Seven Pines” used as an illustration; 
which Mr. Bruce did not use in his volume; although Mr. Bruce 
considers it a very fine example of Mr. Kelly’s work. He estimates 
it was an early production of Mr. Kelly’s—probably in his 24th year. 

Bellegrove. See Bibliography, battle of W illiamsburg. Also illustrations. 


CHAPTER XIII 
SIX DAYS BATTLES 


O.R. 

Boston Journal. June 22nd. Account of Kearny’s skirmishes. 

War Pictures from the South. Estvan. 

Marshal, Aide to Lee. Maurice. 

History of the Fifth Maine. Bicknell. : 

Confederate Military History. Vol. IV, p. 83. Seven Days Battles. 

Biographical Notes. Elderkin. 

From Manassas to Appomattox. Longstreet. 

Gould, Edward K. The noted State Historian of Maine in his biography 
of General Hiram Berry gives the account of the Kearny interview 
with McClellan on June 27th. Mr. Kearny had considerable cor- 
respondence with Mr. Gould as well as with the wife of a grandson 
of General Berry and with relatives of Mr. Thayer now dead. The 
account in the text—supported as it is by General Livermore—was 
proved to the author’s satisfaction—as of course to Mr. Gould’s—and 
received the imprimatur of two lawyers to whom the data was sub- 
mitted. 

The History of the Fourth Maine. “I have it in a scrap book—the only 
one in existence,” Mr. E. K. Gould, Maine State Historian. 

O.R.: “Oak Ridge, a general forward movement on Richmond.” 

Harper’s Weekly. August 9th. Kearny’s Brigade and Kearny’s Division. 
See Illustration. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Confederate Military History. Vol. IV. P. 83. 

The Report on the Conduct of the War. Congressional Investigation. 
Part 1, p. 327-46. Reports and statements of McClellan set forth 

“in note in our text in re McCall’s Division, state of roads, etc. 

At the dedication of Lee’s monument, Richmond, Va., Mr. Archer Ander- 
son—who speaks with authority—made it clear that Lee’s action was 
justified on the specific ground that if Richmond had fallen, the 
Confederate Cause was lost. 

Only a portion of Kearny’s Brigade, on the 26th detached to Kearny’s 
Division, crossed the river. The balance of the troops held the 
dominant position protecting the right flank at Gaines’ Mill. 

Magruder’s Bluff has been called—rightly called—one of the greatest un- 
called bluffs in military history. 


CHAPTER XIV 
BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL 


O.R. Original reports, Union and Confederate. 

Confederate Military History. Malvern Hill. 

Post, June 5th. 

At Antietam, Lee again was certain, for the last time, however, see infra— 
that McClellan would attack the second day. He did not. Why? 
See infra. 

A Rebel Clerk’s War Diary. Jones. 

Sentinel of Freedom. August 12th. 

Gurowski. Diary. 

Magruder’s Report. August 12th, 1862. 

McClellan’s Own Story. 

Post. June 22nd. 

Tribune. June 30th. 

Post. July ist. 

The Blue and the Grey. Gerrish and Hutchinson. 

Incidents of Fair Oaks and Malvern Hill. Neill. Chaplain Neill’s account 
of Kearny springing on his horse,—and of his bath. 

Under the Red Patch. Hays. 

History of the Fifth Maine. Bicknell. 

Lee. Freeman. ‘‘Lee’s voice in the modern world.” The two men have 
spiritual kinship. 

London Times, July rith. 

It is curious—perhaps something more—that on the very day Mrs. Lee 
reached her husband’s headquarters, the clerk in the War Office 
entered in. his journal that the fear of McClellan’s attacking was gone. 

The comparative number of students at the University of Virginia, 
1860-2. See Joseph Bryan, by John Stewart Bryan. At Columbia, 
there were only 99 fewer registrations in the corresponding year, 
1861-2. At Yale the corresponding figures were 649 to 599. At 
Harvard, 869 to 833. Under-graduates increased by 9 students. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Indeed, as Dr. Freeman writes, and as Phil. wrote in his letters, the 
south sent its aristocratic youths to the war—not so the north. 


CHAPTER XV 
BATTLE OF SECOND BULL RUN 


O.R. 

McClellan’s Movement on Malvern Hill. The movement was plainly a 
secret one. It, however, followed a suggestion—July 30th—that 
McClellan ascertain whether Richmond had been evacuated. Lee— 
on information of an English deserter—and his army “evacuated” 
Richmond two days before McClellan left Harrison’s: Landing in 
order to attack Pope. 

Lee’s Report. O.R. Clearly Lee thought McClellan’s reconnoisance was 
an advance in large force on Richmond. 

Our Campaigns. Woodward 

Recollections of the Civil War. Vol. 2, p. 65. Schurz. 

“Victory in the Hollow of our Hands.” Lincoln. See Welles’ Diary, 
September 8th. 

Military Record of Louisiana. Bartlett. 

Illustrated News. September 27th. 

Manassas to Appomattox. Longstreet. 

Four Years of Campaigning with the Army of the Potomac. Croaty. 

- Recollections of a Confederate Staff Officer. Sorrell. 

Confederate Military History. Second Manassas. 

Bivouac and Battle Field. Noyes. 

Pope’s Report. January 27th, 1863. 

Journal des Débats. September 12th. 

Comparative Losses. In comparing losses, it must be recalled that at all 
the battles—except Frayser’s Farm and Malvern Hill—only a small 
portion of Kearny’s Division was permitted by his chief—said two 
battles and Bull Run excepted—to make the onsets. 

Richmond Enquirer. September sth. 

Autobiographical Sketches. Early. Jubal. 

Leaves from a Surgeon’s Diary. Dr. Ellis. 

Story of a Cannoneer. Moore. 

In the South Brigades almost universally took the name of their or- 
ganizers or commanders. Not so in the north; Kearny’s Brigade 
was almost singular in this respect. 


CHAPTER XVI 


DEATH IN BATTLE 


O.R. 
From Bull Run to Chancellorsville. Curtis. 
Diary. Shannon, Lieut. R. C. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY . 


From Manassas to Appomattex. Longstreet. 

Three Years with the Army of the Potomac. Blake. 

A Rebel Clerk’s War Diary. Jones. 

New York Sun. March 6th, 1869. Account of Kearny’s death. 

Original of the Hawk’s letter formerly—temporarily—in General John 
Watts Kearny’s possession. Copy now in author’s possession. Also 
published elsewhere. 

Reminiscences of the War of the Rebellion. Murphy. 

New Jersey Courier. Date not given. Account of Kearny’s death. Copy 
in author’s possession. 

Marshall Aide to Lee. Maurice. 

Leaves from a Surgeon’s Diary. Ellis. 

Harper’s Weekly. September 30th. 

Boston Daily Evening Transcript. September 3rd. P. 1, Col. 2. 

Report of joint committee on the conduct of the war. 

Mr. E. Coster Wilmerding—well known New Yorker—a number of 
years ago, introduced the author to his very distinguished—and lovely 
—mother: “Mr. Kearny is a grandson of General Philip Kearny.”. 
Mrs. Wilmerding’s interest was immediately challenged: “I can’t tell 
you, Mr. Kearny, the marvelous memories which my meeting you 
stir up. We rode over to the Kearny home on the Passaic when I 
was a little girl and I looked upon your noble grandfather’s counte- 
nance in death. What an impression Phil. Kearny made on his age.” 

Hugh Maxwell. Born in Scotland, 1787. Died in New York, 1873. 

Upshur, Admiral. Upon his marriage to Phil.’s widow, Martha Custis 
Williams considered giving up the custody of the Upshur children. 
She counseled with General Lee. He wrote her—almost his last 
letter to her—of the momentous character of the decision; but told 
her she must decide for herself. See Letters to “Markie.” Craven. 
It was at this time—1869—that Lee—according to report—visited 
Bellegrove. 

London Times. September 2oth, 1852 

The Second Battle of Bull Run. Cox, J. D. A remarkable exposition 
proving by strong preponderance of evidence alike the time of Long- 
street’s arrival and the utter lack of justification of Porter in failing 
to support Kearny’s attack-on the 2oth. 

Letters to Markie. Craven, Prof. Avery. 

General Pope lies beside General Kearny—S. W.—in Bellefontaine 
Cemetery, St. Louis,—both victims of political soldiers. 

Kearny’s daughters by Agnes Maxwell Kearny, both married. Susan, 
the first born, married Captain Selfridge, son and brother of Admirals 
Thomas Selfridge, Senior and Junior, respectively. Wirginia—born 
after the Civil War began—married the son of William Hunt, our 
very distinguished minister to Russia and Secretary of the Navy. 
His name was Ridgeley Hunt, and both he and she are dead. 


The Conversion to Catholicism of Mrs. General Philip Kearny. See page 
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-GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


CHAPTER XVII 
MCCLELLAN, POLITICAL TRICKSTER 


A Study in Personality. Myers, Prof. William Starr. A disinterested, 
scholarly and intensely interesting account of McClellan. 

McClellan’s Military Career. Swinton. 

Fremont and McClellan: Their political and military careers reviewed. 
Denslow, Van Beuren. 

Diary of .-Bates. Annual Report of American Aone Association. 
Vol. 4. 1930. 

Harper’s Weekly. -June 26th, 1862. 

Illustrated News. September ath, 1862. 

Cincinnati Commercial. October 2oth, 1864. Colonel Simpson’s letter. 

Republican Journal. Bedford, Maine. 1862. Opinion of Army of 
McClellan. See also General Joseph E. Johnston. Vol. 14. No. 3. 
Mississippi Valley Historical Review. P. 347. Possibly too, tacitly, 
Johnston’s own opinion of his Peninsula opponent. Life of General 
Emory Upton. His suspicions of McClellan after the Battle of. 
Antietam. Only the men—and then only a small part—of Franklin’s 
and Porter’s Corps supported McClellan, nominally at least. 


Richmond Dispatch. September 23rd, 1862: Conspiracy to dispose Lin- 


coln and put Fremont at head of affairs——This just at the time of 
Longstreet’s statement that McClellan proposed this very thing. 

Richmond Whig. November 14th. Disappointment at McClellan’s dis- 
missal. Typical of southern editorial opinion. 

McClellan and Fremont and the political parties in 1864. Kearny, Thomas. 
Revealing that Fremont proposed not only to Lincoln but to McClellan 
to drop out as Presidential candidate in 1864. 

History of American Graphic Humor. “Little Mac’s Double Feat of 
Equitation.” McClellan was shown in a circus ring bestriding two 
horses pulling in opposite directions; one horse labeled: Letter of 
Acceptance, favoring war. The other: Chicago Platform, denouncing 
it, with the legend “I say, Mac can’t you hold on to both till the 
8th of November.” 

London Times. September 15th, 1862. McClellan’s disloyalty discussed. 

Dictionary of American Politics. Smith. McClellan’s Minute Men, in 
1864, professedly sympathized with the south—advocated peace on 
any terms—and were part of a larger scheme to alienate the north- 
western states into the Confederacy. 

Southern Historical Society Papers. Vol. 28, p. 280. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


CHAPTER XVIII 
PROPORTIONS OF A LEGENDARY HERO 


The command assigned Kearny on September 1st by Stanton—set forth 
in Watson’s letter—was not to command a corps for that letter, 
September ist, expressly states so. 

In his proof-galley to his biography in author’s possession, de Peyster 
writes that “to Cortlandt Parker and his co-adjutors, ‘Pet’ Halstead 
and H. N. Conger of Newark, Kearny’s appointment was due;” thus 
supporting Halstead’s claims, 

To Miss Beatrice Wisner, Librarian of the Newark Public Library, who 
by her cooperation made possible the writing of several important 
paragraphs, Mr. Kearny owes a debt of gratitude. 

De Trobriand, Paris, Grasset, de Joinville. See supra. 

Kearny’s medals. Gillingham, Harrold. 

United States Medals. Belden. Mr. Kearny acknowledges thanks to the 
American Numismatic Society for a copy of Mr. Belden’s work with 
pictures of Kearny’s medals. 

Recollections of General Gibbon. Gibbon. Kearny Patch. See Seven 
Pines. 

Fort Kearny. See History of Fort Kearny. Walman. 

History of the Grand Army of the Republic. Beath. 

Joint Resolution of the New Jersey Legislature. January 30, 1868. 
Kearny’s and Stockton’s statues, Statuary Hall. 

Newark, Dedication of Kearny’s Monument. Contrary to statements in 
the History of Newark—supra—both General Grant and General 
Sherman made remarks—very brief—at the Dedication, according 
to Gen. J. W. Kearny who was present. General Sherman spoke at 
length in the evening. 

Report of Gettysburg Battle Monument Commission. 

United States House Report. Forty-fourth Congress. Congress appro- 
priates four cannons as material for Kearny’s statue. 

Statuary Hall. Today the extraordinary fact exists that the statues of 
three Confederates, President Davis, Vice President Stephens and 
Lee, Commander-in-Chief adorn—properly—Statuary Hall. Whereas, 
General Lew Wallace—famous as novelist—able soldier alone repre- 
sents the northern soldiery. Phil.’s statue, still representing New 
Jersey is placed with twenty that have been removed to other parts 
of the Capitol. Phil.’s statue now is in the beautiful Hall of Columns. 

Statuary Hall. Letters from the Governors of all the States which placed 
their monuments in Statuary Hall before 1872 show that Kearny’s 
Statue was fifth voted into the Hall: and the first of a post-Revolu- 
tionary character. Of the four, General Nathaniel Greene died in 
1793- 

New York Sun. February 15, 1928. “Portuguese” Phillips’ ride from 
Fort “Phil.” Kearny. 

History of Newark. Vol. 2, p. 644. 
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GENERAL PHILIP KEARNY 


Post. April 11th and 12th, r912. Also all New York, New Jersey and 
other states’ papers inre removal of Kearny’s remains. 

Volunteer. Weekly Magazine. Vol. 1, No. 1. A Character of Philip 
Kearny. De Peyster. 

The first home for disabled soldiers in the United States was located— 
permanently—in Kearny, New Jersey, in honor of Phil. 

Fort Kearny. The first marker on the Oregon Trail placed by D.A.R. 

Camp Kearny. San Diego, California, named for S. W. K. Established 
in the World War. Mr. Frank Munsey sent this author a copy of a 
remarkable contemporary editorial in his New York Sun entitled 
“The Kearnys,’—with a statement that it was by the present dis- 
tinguished editor of The Sun. 

Arlington Statue. Columbia Alumni News. April 19th, 1912. December 
18th, 1914. April 13th, 1915. Addresses of Acting Governor, J. 
Dyneley Prince and of President Taft. 

Fort Kearny, City of Washington. Letter Mr. Frederic A. Delano to 
Thomas Kearny, January 24th, 1933: “This Fort was near what is . 
now 32nd Street and Fessenden Street, N.W.” 


The Conversion to Catholicism of Mrs. General Philip Kearny (Diana 
Bullitt). From Lelievre’s letters: “To what a degree is Mrs. Kearny 
interesting! She and her three daughters are converts of the Bishop 
of Orleans! A long and beautiful story is that of the return of this 
family to the faith; the solemn moment is when Mrs. Kearny at St. 
Louis received a letter from one of her daughters—pupil at the 
Sacred Heart at Orleans, France—making known to her mother that 
she and her brother have had serious doubts as to the fundamental 
point of the Presbyterian doctrine. Her return to Orleans puts her 
in contact with the Bishop and the mother, who came to snatch her 
children from the peril of conversion, is the first to be converted; 
for her children have not yet decided. All today give the most note- 
worthy example of Christianity and Catholic Faith in America.” 
Ernest Lelievre et les Foundations des Petites Seours des pauvres 
apres sa correspondence, 1836-1889. Par. Mgr. Bounard. 1906. 
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INDEX 


Alden, Prof. Carroll Storrs, 135, 
358, note; see chapter, 
Destiny, Bibliography. 

Arizona, part of Alta California, 120; 
Kearny, first military Governor, 120. 

Astor Family; see Bibliography, 
chapter Beginnings. 

Atkinson, General Henry; 
Frontier. 


359, 
Manifest 


see Kearny, 


Bamburger, Louis, 234. 

Barbé Marbois: Napoleon’s negotiator 
in sale of Louisiana to Jefferson 
73, 133. 

Barrett, Honorable John, Director 
General Pan American Union, see 
Kearny, Philip, Aftermath. 

Berry, General Hiram, 243; see 
Kearny’s Letters after Williams- 
burg. 

Biddle Family, see chapter Beginnings, 
bibliography. 

Bishop, Mrs. Henry G., see chapter 
Beginnings, bibliography. 

Brittin, Lionel, Phil.’s ancestor, first 
settler in Pennsylvania, 33-5. 

Buford, S. C., Capt. James Stuart, 
150, 147-8. 

Bullard, Lieut. General Robert Lee, 
his opinion of Phil. and resemblance 


> 


to, 303. 

Bullitt, Diana Moore; Phil.’s mar- 
riage to his first wife, 67: see 
Kearny, Frontier; Kearny, Union 
Club; Kearny, Romance,—footnote; 
Kearny, Journal; Kearny, Philip, 
Mexican War, Early Phase. 

Bullitt, Ambassador W. C., sce chap- 
ter Kearny, Union Club, note. 

Calhoun, Senator John C., 86. 

California, Alta; boundary at time of 
Kearny’s conquest, Rocky Mountains 
to Pacific, 120; Phil. in California, 


151-2; Kearny, Philip, Mexican 
War, Early Phase; see chapter 
Manifest Destiny; sce Manifest 


Destiny, bibliography under Law- 
rence Kearny, Sailor Diplomat; see 
Kearny, S. W., Mexican War; see 
Fremont, John C r 

Carnegie Family, see chapter Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 
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Carson, “Kit”, 114. 

Cathcart, Earl of, see Kearny, Philip, 
Settler. 

Calvary Church, New York; 
Kearny, Union Club. 

Cerro Gordo, battle of, see Kearny, 
Philip, Mexican War, Early Phase. 

Chasseurs d’Afrique, see Kearny, 
Frontier and Journal, see illustra- 
tion; Kearny, Romance, bibliog- 
raphy. 

Cherubusco, battle of, see Kearny, 
battle of Mexico. 

Civil War, the Beginnings at Alex- 
andria, 172 et seq.; Kearny’s Bri- 
gade and Division, 173-5; Kearny’s 
position far in advance of. army, 


See 


176; Kearny’s Brigade Hospital, 
175; Kearny’s’ Brigade first to 
occupy Manassas and Centerville, 
see Manassas, Evacuation. of: 


Kearny offered command of Divi- 
sion, declines; New Jersey Legis- 
lature exalts loyalty, 106; see 
Kearny’s letters at Alexandria; 
General Custer and General Gibbon 
study Kearny, 177; General Meade’s 
opinion of Kearny’s Brigade, 180; 
New Jersey petitions Congress to 
put all her State Troops in one 
corps under Kearny, 1097. 

Clark, General George Rogers, see 
Kearny, Frontier. 

Clark, Governor William, see Kearny, 
Frontier. 

Col de Teneah, battle of, see Kearny, 


Journal. : 

Colden, Cadwallader, see Watts, 
John, Jr. 

Colorado, part of Alta California, 


114; Stephen Kearny, first military 
governor of terrain, 120. 

Columbia Barracks, Oregon Territory, 
see Kearny, Union Club. 

Columbia College, see Kearny, Philip, 
Birth and Youth; Kearny, Ravaud, 
see Malvern Hill, battle of, bib- 
liography. 

Contreras, 
Mexico. 

Corps Badges, see Kearny, Aftermath 

and Seven Pines; also Kearny 

Patch, 267. 


battle of, see battle of 
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INDEX 


Custer, General, see Civil War, Be- 
ginnings. 


Dahlgren Family, see chapter Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 

Dana, Chas. A., 273; McClellan’s con- 
trol of News, 273. 

De Ganay Family, see chapter Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 

De Lancey Family, see Watts Family. 

Devereux Family, see chapter Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 

D’Hauteville, Mrs. F. Grand, see 
Kearny, Birth and Youth; see 
Kearny Homestead. 

De Peyster, Major General John 
Watts, see Kearny, Birth and 
Youth; also Kearny, Aftermath. 

De Trobriand, Major General Comte 
Regis de, see Civil War, Begin- 
nings; see battles of Seven Pines, 
Second Bull Run, Frayser’s Farm; 
see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Dirge to a Soldier, Boker, 308. 

Drexel Family, see chapter Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 


Elgin, Earl of, see Kearny, Philip, 
Settler. 

Edward VII, Philip, Settler. 

Elliott, Governor Andrew, see Kearny, 
Philip, Settler. 

England, General Stephen Watts 
Kearny expects war with England 
over. Oregon Country, 71, 36; 
Kearny, Journal; Mexican War, 
Early Phase; see chapter Death in 
Battle for English appreciation of 
Kearny. 

Ewell, Miss “Becky”, see Kearny at 
Williamsburg; see Kearny’s letters 
after Williamsburg; see Chapter 
Second Bull Run, battle of. 


Ewell, General R. E., 10; see Kearny, 


battle of Mexico; see Mexico, battle 
of; see Kearny’s letters at Alex- 
andria, and after Williamsburg and 
Great Retreat; see Second Bull 
Run, battle of. 


Foreign Legion, 65. 

Fort Leavenworth, see Kearny, Fron- 
tier; also Kearny, Stephen Watts, 
Early Career; also Kearny, Stephen, 
Mexican War. 

Franklin, General W. B., 364-6. 

France, 335, sce Kearny, Frontier and 
Journal; French Artillery, model of 
Flying Artillery at Buena Vista, 78; 
Malvern Hill, battle of; Kearny, 
Aftermath; War of Italian Libera- 


tion, see Kearny, Romance; see 
illustration; see chapter, Proportions 
of a Legendary Hero, also de Join- 
ville, Paris, Grasset, de Trobriand. 

Frayser’s Farm, battle of: see 
Kearny’s letters after Great Re- 
treat; also’ Six Days Battles: 
Kearny’s letters after Malvern Hill. 

Fremont, Lieut.-Major, and Lieut.- 
Col... Jahn..,. an, California, 128 
et seq; Major in Navy, 114; later 
Lieut.-Col. in Army, 117; while on 
topographical expedition hears of 
Californian American settlers hos- 
tilities to Californians, 118; Captain 
Gillespie’s despatches to, 118; con- 
tents unknown, 118; claim to au- 
thorize Fremont’s hostilities, 118; 
analysis of, 118; Senator Benton, 
author, without authority, 118; al- 
leged contents contrary to Presi- 
dent’s orders, 118; fear of seizure 
of California unfounded, 118; joins 
Bear Flag Republic movement, 119; 
Fremont’s proiessed object to set up 
independent Republic; Fremont ap- 
pointed Governor. and Military 
Commander by Stockton, 121: 
Kearny awaits arrival of large 
military force, 121; force arrives, 
121; .also Commodore Shubrick 
unconditionally supporting Kearny, 
121; Kearny sets up civil govern- 
ment, 121; Kearny orders Fremont 
to accompany him to Fort Leaven- 
worth, 121; Fremont tried by court- 
martial, 121; tound guilty of mutiny 
and disobedience, 121; see chapter 
Manifest Destiny, bibliography; also 
Kearny, S. W. and Mexican War, 
see Stockton, R. F.; Stonewall 
Jackson’s opinion of, 384; Fremont 
not Pathfinger, 384. 


Gaynor, Mayor W. J. of New York, 
see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Gibbon, General John, 361; see Civil 
War, Beginnings; also Second Bull 
Run, battle of. 

Graham, Col. J. D., 358; see Kearny, 
Frontier; also bibliography. 

Graham, Lieut. Col. Wm. Montrose, 
92, 96, 100. 

Graham, Captain William Montrose, 
35 

Grand Army Posts, see Kearny, 
Aftermath. 

Halleck, General, letter praising Phil., 
see Kearny, Death in Battle. 

Grant, General U. S., see Kearny, 
Mexican War; see chapter, Battle 
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Grant, General (cont'd) 
of Williamsburg ; see Kearny, After- 
math. 


Hancock, General W. S., see Williams- 
burg, battle of; Kearny at Wil- 
liamsburg; Kearny’s letters after 
Williamsburg. 

Harvard College, see chapter, Battle 
of Malvern Hill, bibliography. 

Hawaii, see Kearny, Romance. 

Hill, General D. H., sce chapter, 
Kearny at Seven Pines; Six Days 
Battles; and chapter, battle of Mal- 
vern Hill. 

Hill, Miss Lucy Kearny, Soeur Julien, 
great granddaughter of Gen. Philip 
Kearny and Diana Bullitt Kearny, 
451-2. 

Hill, Mrs. Julien Harrison, grand- 
daughter of the General and Diana 
Bullitt Kearny, 390, 451, 136, note. 

Hooker, General Joseph, 30: see 
battles of Williamsburg, Seven Pines, 
Oak Ridge, Six Days Battles, Mal- 
vern Hill, Second Bull Run; 
Kearny’s letters after Great Retreat; 
Kearny and McClellan. 

Hoover, Herbert, see Kearny, General 


Hutchinson Singers, symbol of war, 
North against South, in North; 
poem about Kearny, 180-1. 


Idaho, see Kearny, Union Club; also 
Fort Philip Kearny. 

Indian Expeditions, in California and 
in Oregon Country, see Kearny, 
Union Club. 

Indiana, State Troops at Seven Pines, 
see chapter, Kearny at Seven 
Pines, bibliography. 

Ireland, see chapter, Beginnings; 270; 
also Bibliography to said chapter; 
Kearny’s letters from, see Kearny’s 
letters after Great Retreat. 

Italy, see Kearny, Romance,—war of 
Italian Liberation; decorates Phil., 
447; memorial to in Newark; see 
Kearny, Aftermath. 


Jackson, General Stonewall, see Six 
Days Battles,—also footnote in that 
chapter; Frayser’s Farm, Second 
Bull Run, battle of; Chantilly, 
battle of; see Kearny, Death in 
Battle; illustration. 

Jay, Miss Cornelia, 425. 

Jay, Peter Augustus, see chapter “Be- 
ginnings. 

Jefferson Barracks, see Kearny, Fron- 


tier; see Kearny, Stephen, his early 


career. 

Joinville, de... see... Kearny. 
Journal and Frontier; see chapter, 
Civil War, Alexandria; see Kearny, 
Philip, at Williamsburg; Williams- 
burg, battle of; see chapter, Kearny 
and McClellan. 


Prince 


| 

| 

| 

sean da see Kearny, Aftermath. 

| Kearny, Camp, see Kearny, Romance 
and Aftermath. 

Kearny, Castle, 37, 281-2: Kearny’s 
Letters after Seven Pines and 
Great Retreat; illustration; Kearny, 
Philip, Aftermath. 

Kearny’s Code, 114; Constitution of 
parts of Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas, 
and New Mexico in pre-state era, 
120; of New Mexico today, 115. 

Kearny Cottage, Perth Amboy, 37. 

Kearny’s Expedition of 1845; along 
Oregon and Santa Fe Trails, 70-73; 
threat against England and Mexico, 
70; Council of and Address to 
Sioux Indians, 71; first monoeuver 
of Mexican War, see Mexican War, 
the Early Phase and Kearny, 
Stephen Watts, the Mexican War, 
the Early Phase. 

Kearny’s New Jersey Brigade, see 

| Kearny, Romance; Kearny’s Letters 
at Alexandria; Civil War, Begin- 
nings; Evacuation of Manassas; see 
footnote in Chapter, Battle of Wil- 
liamsburg, note; Six Days Battles: 
| Kearny during Six Days Battles; 
Frayser’s Farm, battle of: see illus- 
tration; Kearny’s letters after Great 
Retreat; Second Bull Run, battle 
of; see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Kearny, Fort Philip, see 
Aftermath. 

| Kearny Homestead, Newark, 281-2; 
Stock Exchange’s original constitu- 
tion found in, 37. 

Kearny’s Medals of Honor 
Valor, see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Kearny Patch, 267; see Kearny at 
Seven Pines; Kearny, Aftermath. 

Kearny, Captain George Hammeken, 
distinguished Naval Officer: see 
chapter, Beginnings, bibliography. 

Kearny, Commodore Lawrence, see 
chapter, Beginnings, bibliography; 
see chapter, Manifest Destiny, bib- 
liography,—presents Mexican En- 
sign to Californians in 1843; see 
Alden, Carroll Storrs; see Kearny’s 
Letters and their Literature: see 
chapter, Manifest Destiny, note. 


Kearny, 


and 
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Kearny, John, translates bible, see 
Beginnings, bibliography. 
Kearny, General John Watts, In- 


spector General of New Jersey, son 
of General Philip and Diana Bullitt 
Kearny; father of Mary, Lucy, 
(Mrs. Julien Harrison Hill), 278; 
Philip, Thomas and Elizabeth 
Kearny (Hibbard); see Kearny, 
Romance and Aftermath; also foot- 
note to chapters, Beginnings and 
Second Bull Run. 

Kearny, Mary, granddaughter of Gen- 
eral Philip Kearny and Diana 
Bullitt Kearny, 50; see Dedication; 
see Kearny, General John Watts; 
Mayor of Saumur, France recails to 
her her grandfather aiter 80 years, 


50-51. 
Kearny, Michael, Settler, Philadelphia 


and Perth Amboy, 33-35; Phil.’s 
ancestor, 34-35. 

Kearny, Philip, grandson, General 
Phil. and Diana Bullitt Kearny, 
380-1, 448-9. 

Kearny, Philip, Settler in Phila- 
delphia, first of that name; 


daughters marry Chief Justice John 
Kinsey, Mayor Plumstead, Acting 
Speaker Morris, Thomas Lloyd, 
grandson of first Deputy Governor, 
34; granddaughters marry respec- 
tively, Wharton and Moore, first 
Pennsylvania Patriot Governors and 
Andrew Elliott, last acting New 
York Royal Governor, 34-5; 
Philip’s English descendants traced 
to the present Earls of Elgin, 
Southhesk, Cathcart, Lord Carnegie, 
and the great grandchildren of 
Edward VII, 35; descendants in 
France, see chapter, Beginnings, 
bibliography; see Barbé Marbois. 


-~ Kearny, Philip, Second of that Name, 


ancestor of the Generals, 306. 

Kearny, Philip, Third of that ches 
36; grandfather of the Generals, 

Kearny, Philip, Fourth of that ites 
General Philip’s father; brother of 
Stephen Watts Kearny, 37; marries 
Susan, daughter of John Watts, Jr., 
37; two children, 37; Phil.’s sister 
Susan marries son of Alexander 
Macomb, Commanding General, 37; 
Philip, a founder of New York Stock 
Exchange, 37-8; Stock Exchange’s 
Constitution found by Mrs. d’ Haute- 
ville—General’s  Phil.’s = niece—in 
Kearny Homestead, 38; presented 
by Mr. d’Hauteville to Stock Ex- 
change, 38. 












Kearny, Mrs. Philip, born Susan 
Watts, 21; Philip’s mother, 21; 
_, character, ai, 
cearny, Mrs. General Philip (his 


"second wiie, born Agnes Maxwell), 
see Kearny, Romance; Kearny, 
Death in Battle; Kearny’s letters at 
Alexandria, and ‘after Williamsburg, 
Seven Pines, the Great Retreat; 
Kearny, Aftermath. 

Kearny, Rev. Ravaud, Columbia Col- 


_ lege, 38. 

Kearny, General Philip, 
Afexico; battles of the Pedrigal, 
Contreras, Churubusco, San An- 
tonio and the Garita, 88 et seq.; See 
Alexico, battle of;—reconnoisance 
with Robert E. Lee determines 
Scott’s plan of attack, 88; notable 
ride across lava beds, 90-91; 
Kearny’s information determines 
line of advance, 91-2; Second Dra- 
goon Battle of the Pedrigal, 
August 19th, 92; military opinions 
of Lee- Kearny reconnoisance, 93-5; 
General Ewell’s history of the battle 
oi the 18th and of the Lee-Kearny 
reconnoissance, 94; Lee and Kearny 
reconnoiter San Antonio, 05; 
Kearny’s famous charge at Churu- 
busco and Scott’s report, 07; termi- 
nates battle of Mexico, 08; ‘mo- 
ment to have entered city while 
population in panic”, Kendall, 08; 
called supernatural by Mexicans, 
og; details of the charge; arm shat- 
tered and amputated, 99; enters city, 
99; battle of August 13th to save 
Lieut. Hamilton, 102; General Pil- 


Battle of 


low’s description of Kearny’s 
charge, 102; Ewell describes it, 


103; Mayne Reid’s “the Murat of 
the American Army”, 104; Santa 
Anna, 106; Santa Anna’s colloquy 
with Phil. 106; Kearny’s object in 
charge to open city to Scott, 107; 
opinion on Kearny’s action: Kendall 
(New Orleans Picayune) Santa 
Anna, Quitman, Semmes, Scott and 
others, 107 et seq.; Justin Smith 
describes charge: “Kearny ends bat- 
tle of Churubusco”, 108; Phil. and 
Dragoons escort Scott into city, 
110; Grasset, French Historian, 
mistakes Phil. for Stephen Kearny: 
wonders at Phil. a Liberal, fighting 
for slavery in Mexican War, III; 
Phil.’s_ contradictory positions in 
Mexican and Civil War, r11; link 
between Phil. in Mexican and Civil 
War traced, III. 
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Kearny, General Philip, Romance— 
Italian Campaign, 153-171; Hawaii, 
153; Paris, 153; French Officers, 
133; Romance with Agnes Maxwell, 
154; meets her at Napoleon’s re- 
ception, 154; Phil. establishes Belle- 
grove, 157; his castle, 157; “finest 
flock of sheep in America” gel SZ 
consummation of romance with 
Agnes, 158; Coronation of Alexan- 
der II, Russia, 158; Florence, 158; 
Commodore Stevens’s ball, 1 38; 
dressed as Abd-el-Kadir, 158; sec- 
ond marriage, to Agnes, 159; War 
for Italian Liberation, 1 590-63; Na- 
poleon appoints Phil. to Imperial 
Guard, 159; Battles of Magenta and 
Montebello, 160; Italian Cavalry 
highly praised, 160; sce also for 
this chapter Romance, bibliography; 
—Solferino in terms oi Gettysburg, 
161; the charge of the cavalry of 
the Imperial Guard, 160; charge of 
Chasseurs d’Afrique: his old Al- 
gerian command, see bibliography, 


162; French Historian chronicles - 


Phil.’s prowess, 162; devotion to 
Emperor, 162; “a Puritan in the 
midst of the Cavaliers”, 162; “Ital- 
ian Army exalts the name of the 
illustrious Kearny”, 163: first to 
receive Legion d’Honneur, 164; ad- 
miration for French Army, 163; 
Civil War, 165-6; creates French 
opinion, favorable to north, 165; 
fierce partisan feelings of that era, 
166; “Phil.’s patriotism all aflame”, 
166; despite dominant southern sym- 
pathies and friendships, 165-6; 
breaks up home in Paris, 166; his 
son by Agnes Maxwell, Archibald 
Kennedy Kearny, born, 167: first 
son by Dianna Bullitt, General John 
Watts Kearny, 167-8; see Kearny, 
General John Watts—:;: editorial 
about qualifications for high com- 
mand, 168; New York State refuses 
services, 168-9; Scott’s letter: “the 
bravest of the brave and of the 
highest spirit and bearing”, 160: 
New York political crowd blocks 
appointment of competent soldiers, 
169; takes command of First New 
York-Lincoln-Cavalry, 170; Scott 
reported as saying “the regular 
army must win the war”, 170; Camp 
Kearny, Alexandria, named for 
Phil, 170; First New Jersey Bri- 
gade, 171; Phil. offered command, 
171; Lincoln appoints him Brigadier 
General in command thereof, 171; 
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Governor Olden of New Jersey sees 
Lincoln urging appointment, 171; 
“the Civil War, the logical sequence 
of the Mexican is on”, 172. 


Kearny, General Philip, Aftermath, 


420; see chapter Proportions, Leg- 
endary Hero;—Lincoln, Abraham, 
429; chooses Phil. to command 
Army of Potomac, 429-436; Kearny 
Patch perpetuated, 437; devotion of 
Kearny’s Division and Brigade, 437; 
redals of Honor and Valor, 438; 
unique in Army, 438; corps badges 
founded by Kearny, 439; Anne Eth- 
ridge made Sergeant, 439; given 
Medal of Valor, 439; .earny’s 
statue in Statuary Hall, 440; Grand 
Army Post, 440; Statue in Military 
Park, Newark, 441; first to a volun- 
teer offcer, 441; Grant, Sherman, 
McClellan attend unveiling, 441; 
monument to “Kearny’s Brigade” at 
Gettysburg, 442; Longstreet speaks ; 
also General John Watts Kearny; 
remarks of both, 442; Fort Philip 
Kearny, 442; Michigan Monument, 
443; “Fort Philip Kearny massacre 
unexampled in Indian warfare”, 
443; ride of Portuguese Phillips to 
Save women, 443; Fort Kearny, Ne- 
braska, 445; named for Stephen; 
first stop of Pony Express: pro- 
posed capital of United States, 445; 
Kansas, Nebraska and New Jersey, 
name places for Phil., 445-6: New 
Jersey erects equestrian monument 
in Arlington, 447; body removed 
from Trinity, New York, 447; 
Kearny’s body viewed after fifty 
years, 448; parade through streets; 
stops at site of John Watts’ man- 
sion; lies in state in City Hall; 
Mayor Gaynor’s speech, 449; Presi- 
dent Taft’s speech, 450; President 
Woodrow Wilson’s speech, see il- 
lustration, 450; Wilson decides not 
to attend unveiling, 450; changes 
mind; lovable trait of character re- 
vealed; occasion, the Hon. John 
Barrett’s famous dinner and ball for 
“daughters of the President”, 451-2; 
Society of Kearny’s N. J. Brigade, 
451; erects a monument on spot 
Phil. fell, 451; de Peyster’s study 
of _ Phil.’s character, 453-455; 
France’s tribute to Phil, 435-6; 
Kearny’s Brigade disbands after 75 
years, 457-8; Italy decorates Phil. 
in person of author, 456. 


Kearny, General Philip, Birth and 


Youth, see chapter, Beginnings; 
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Kearny, Gen. Philip (cont’d) 

-Wins national name in Mexico, I9- 
27; General Scott at West Point, 
27; tells Phil. that George Watts 
saved Scott’s life, 27; enters Colum- 
bia College, 28; friendship with de 
Peyster, 28; love of 18th Century 
soldiers, 28-9; society, 29; Euro- 
pean trip, 20-30; military manoeu- 
vers, 29; serves on Lafayette Me- 
morial Committee, 30; Phil.’s grand- 
father, John Watts, offers $1500, 
yearly to become clergyman, 30; 
law office of Augustus Jay, 30; in- 
herits fortune; joins uncle’s First 
United States Dragoons at Fort 
Leavenworth. 

Kearny, General Philip, the Civil 
War, Beginnings at Alexandria, see 
chapter Civil War, Beginnings; also 
evacuation of Manassas; _ also 
Kearny, Philip, Civil War, Begin- 
nings; Kearny’s letters at Alexan- 
dria. 

Kearny’s Letters at Alexandria, 1095, 
et seq.; disproves McClellan’s con- 
duct but warns against criticism, 
195; description of causes of evacua- 
tion of Manassas, 107-8; exalts 
Lincoln’s pure character and per- 
sonal interest, 199; deplores not at- 
tacking in October “when army or- 
ganized and roads fit’, finds General 
Ewell’s letters, 1969; severe illness 
and death of Archie, 198; his 
agony, 200; given command of 
Third Division, Third Corps, 200; 
description of Division by de Tro- 
briand, and of Brigade by General 
Wainwright, 200; see Civil War, 
Beginnings at Alexandria; Manas- 
sas, evacuation of; Kearny, Civil 
War, Beginnings. 


~~ Kearny, General Philip, Death in Bat- 


_tle, 379-470; assigned to save Pope’s 
routed army, 379; Phil.’s religion, 
380-1; huzzahs of entire army, 379, 
382; General Pope accepts Kearny’s 
offensive-defensive plan, 383; Long- 
street’s chronicle of Confederate 
plan of battle, 383-4; Jackson to 
cut off Union retreat, 384; Jack- 
son’s opinion of Fremont, 384; 
“Kearny ready for any courageous 
move”, Longstreet, 385; Longstreet 
chronicles Phil.’s death, 385; ac- 
count of death in newspapers, 385; 
Lee’s flag of truce for Kearny’s 
body, 385; deep grief of General 
Walter Taylor escorting remains, 
386; his heroic character, 386; “he 


died as he wished to die and as be- 
came his heroic character”, Gen- 
eral Pope, 387; eye-witness de- 
scribes Phil.’s death, 387-8; “I have 
a good horse here, he'll carry me 
through”, 387: sée illustration; Lee 
burns all Phil.’s papers unexamined, 
388; appraisements of Phil.’s mili- 
tary character, 390-304; curious 
comparison of Lee and Phil., 395; 
Phil.’s funeral, 396-7; buried in 
Kearny vault, Trinity, New York, 
397; classic “Dirge to a Soldier’, 
Boker, 308; schools at former con- 
federate capital teach Kearny at 
Seven Pines and Dirge to a Sol- 
dier, 399; Lee sends Mrs. Kearny 
Phil.’s sword and horse, 399; Lee’s 
and McClellan’s letters incident 
thereto, 399-401; Lee visits Belle- 
grove, Kearny’s home after Agnes 
marries Admiral Upshur, 403; Lee 
counsels “Markie” about continuing 
as companion of Upshur’s children 
after his marriage to Phil.’s widow, 
403; fate of soidier’s Phil. criticised, 
403; Generals Birney, Scott, Pope, 
Halleck, and their ietters on Phil.’s 
death, 404-7; Phil.’s last two letters, 
407-8; “disaster not Pope’s fault”, 
Phil.’s glorious last testament to 
nation supporting Pope now first re- 
vealed, 408; see illustrations Death 
in Battle and Charge at Chantilly. 


Kearny, General Philip, The frontier; 


Service with French; joins First 
Dragoons, 42; first assignment Fort 
Leavenworth, 44; Fort Gibson, 44; 
joins General Henry Atkinson, 
brother-in-law to-be, Conqueror oi 
Black Hawk at Jefferson Barracks 
and St. Louis, 45-6; meets Diana 
Moore Bullitt of Louisville, 46; 
“Bullitt Beauties”, 46; grand-nieces 
of Generals George Rogers and 
William -Clark; 47;«Major J. D. 
Graham proposes to Secretary of 
War, Poinsett that Phil. join Cav- 
alry Commission to Saumur France; 
Graham’s letter to Phil., 47-8; Phil. 
told to prepare Dragoon tactics 
based on French studies, 49; meets 
King Louis Philippe and Duc d’Or- 
léans and Prince de Joinville, 49; 
enters Saumur, 50-2; determines to 
enter French war for conquest of 
Algiers, 52; goes to Paris therefor, 
52; ill, 52; studies French cam- 
paign against great Arab Chief 
Abd-el-kadir, 53; baptism of fire 
under French, 55; offered cross of 
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Kearny, Gen. Philip (cont'd) 

Legion of Honor, declines, 55-6; 
Duc d’Orléans’ part in campaign, 
56; joins Chasseurs d’Atrique; de- 
Scription of men and horses, 50-7; 
second expedition to Milianah deter- 
mined on; Phil. joins, 57. 

Kearny, General Philip, Journal of 
Algerian Campaign, sez chapter, 
Journal, 58-62; Prince de Joinville, 
Comte de Paris, Comte de Trobri- 
and praise Phil.’s part in campaign, 
63-5; Grasset, French Historian de- 
scribed Phil.’s part; quoted: “écla- 
tante braveeurs; hippatrique”’, 63; 
Phil.’s Studies in the French Army, 
65; offered command of Foreign 
Legion, 65; Legion of Honor, 64; 
Phil.’s Commission prepares report, 
66; letter of Stephen Watts Kearny 
comparing French and American 
Cavalry, 65; the Commission’s cav- 
alry tactics adopted, 66; “iar su- 
perior to any others”, 66: Aide on 
Macomb’s and Scott’s—Commanders 
in Chief—Staffs, 57; visits Lee’s 
homes, Chantilly and Arlington, 68: 
Washington home, present site of 
Metropolitan club, 67; marries Di- 
ana Bullitt, 67; called to the West, 
in prospect of English and Mexican 
wars, 68. 

Kearny’s Letters and their Literature, 
230-236; letters now first published, 
230; posthumously published letters 
become subject of vast newspaper 
literature, 230; used successfully to 
demote McClellan, 230; and as 
Presidential Campaign documents, 
230; Parker’s character study of 
Phil. 236. 

Kearny, General Philip and General 
McClellan and his letters concern- 
ing McClellan, see chapter, politics 
not war, 409-28; Lincoin charged 
by McClellan with losing Peninsula 
campaign, 409; McClellan’s treason, 
disloyalty or “military imbecility” 
and the opinions of Secretaries Stan- 
ton, Chase, Welles, Halleck, Blair, 
Smith, Seward, Attorney General 
Bates and Lincoln, 410-18; Kearny’s 
letter posthumously published read 
by Lincoln’s Cabinet, 411; McCliel- 
lan “burnt out”, 411; Welles’ diary, 
source of opinions, 411; all pro- 
nounce Mc. traitor and unft for 
command, 417; newspaper condem- 
nation, 417-8; newspapers opposed 
to restoration of Union support Mce., 
418; McClellan censured by Military 
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Kearny, 


court, 418; Mc. lets Confederate 
officer view fortifications followed 
by Lee’s driving Mc. off Peninsuia, 
419-21; Col. Simpson, Kearny’s Bri- 
gade, narrates giorious part Mrs. 
Lee may have had in supporting 
husband’s cause, 420; southern opin- 
ion of Me. as incompetent and 
traitor, 421-2; propagandaed opinion 
of Lee as holding Mc. great soldier, 
421; Mce.’s letter to Lee proposing 
sweeping Lincoln out of power, 423; 
at time Watson declares conspiracy, 
415; attack delayed until election, 
424-5; Mc. deposed, 424; Miss Jay’s 
diary, 425; southerners justified, not 
Mc., 427-8. 


Kearny, Genera! Philip, the Mexican 


War, the Early Phase, ! 69, see 
chapter, Kearny’s expedition on 
Oregon and Santa Fé trail; 


joins his uncles expedition along 
Oregon and Santa Fé trails, 71; see 
Kearny’s expedition of 1845;—re- 
signs army, 76; reinstated, 76; re- 
cruits Dragoons and buys gray horses 
in Illinois, 76; see Kearny, Philip, 
Mexican War, the Early Phase, 
bibliography ;—aided by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln, 76-7; Kearny’s Dra- 
goons reach New Orleans, descrip- 
tion of, 77; Captain, 77; Lieutenant 
Richie bearing decisive despatches, 
Kearny escorting, murdered, 77; 
Phil. narrowly escapes, 78; startling 
effect on Taylor’s campaign, 78; 
Scott’s expedition to Mexico City, 
78; Scott especially selects Phil.’s 
troops be sent him, 79; Phil. arrives 
at Vera Cruz, 79; escort to Scott’s 
triumphal entry, 79; Scott’s recol- 
lection of Phil. years afterwards, 
81; first battle service at Cerro 
Gordo, 81; Phil.’s diplomatic mis- 
sion to Mexico City, 83; Webster 
and Calhoun on slavery in terrain 
of Stephen Kearny’s conquest, 86; 
Phil.’s German Dragoons _ enter- 
tained, 85-6; an episode at Puebla 
which later lost Phil. his arm, 87; 
Polk’s greatness, 87; gift of divina- 
tion: prophesying he would lose his 
left arm, 87; “unaffected love of 
glory”, 87; Phil.’s reconnoisances, 
87-8; inconsistency of Grant, 
Kearny, Meade, McClellan and 
others in Mexican and Civil wars, 


86-7. 

General Philip, his letters 
after Great Retreat, see chapter, 
Battle of Malvern Hill, 329; his 
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Kearny, Gen. Philip (cost’d) 
colt, 329; French Ambassador, Mer- 
cier, 329; “enemies must yield be- 
fore me”, 330; “no general so lead 
troops”, 330; gallops up to lead 
men, 330; saves battle of Frayser’s 
Farm with 63rd Pennsylvanians, 330; 
Mercier’s, 330; Comte de Paris and 
Duke de Chartres, 330; McClellan’s 
inaction unwise, 330; McClellan 
omits Phil.’s name as promoted to 
Major-General, 330; shirking in 
north and south, 330; conditions un- 
der which he would have joined 
south, 331; French Ambassador, 
331; gets in among enemy, 331; 
his justification for confederates, 
331; “scorns imputing rashness to 
me”, 331; lost two-thirds of Divi- 
sion, 331; prophetic gift, 332; north 
venal, 332; full description of false 
Strategy of retreat, 332; “McClellan 
loses his head and throws himself 
back on gunboat”, 333; McClellan 
gulls public with change of base, 
333; cruel attempt to crush Phil.’s 
reputation by imputation of rash- 
ness, 333; nothing but that saved 
day at Frayser’s Farm, 333; fought 
two battles to one, 333; gives “‘ini- 
tiative of courage to lifeless army 
of Potomac”, 330; President’s visit, 
333; “ever successful”, 333; two- 
thirds of Division lost, 333; two 
battles to six of other Divisions, 
actually, 333; Indiana’s fine troops, 
334; President looks over Kearny’s 
troops, 334; pleased with Phil.’s 
array, 334; personal rashness mak- 
ing men fight bars Phil.’s advance- 
ment, 334; “men follow me glori- 
ously”, 334; McClellan’s treason 
throws army in many useless bat- 
tles, 334; foretells every battle, re- 
treat, etc, 334; “unjustly bears 
brunt of every battle’, 334; see 
notes to Six Days Battles;—his de- 
voted friends in south, 334; Lee, 
Jackson, Beauregard, Longstreet, 
334; in Europe McClellan would be 
shot for treason, 334; desperate 
character fighting by division, 334; 
highest French Generals display 
same kind of rashness, 335: be- 
moans fearful plight of friends in 
south, 335; must be swept away; 
comforts, 335; letters from Ireland, 
335; unless Pope has reinforcements, 
Pope lost, 336; battles with only 
ve regiments and one brigade at 
Williamsburg and Seven Pines set 
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Kearny, 


Kearny, 


Kearny, 


down to rashness, 336; “fearful, in- 
fatuous to wait”, 337; southerners’ 
unparallel daring, 337; “no more 
southern man at heart than I am”, 
337; use for Blacks, 337; southern 
character, 337; southern inconsist- 
ency in re arming Blacks, 337; Mc- 
Clellan exposes Generals who count 
on being followed, 338; 63rd Penn- 
sylvanians at the New Market Road 
—Frayser’s Farm, 338; inspiring 
men to fight called rashness, 338; 
his strictures on Stephen Watts 
Kearny at San Pasqual, 338; 
brandy and bucket of champagne, 
338; “North not steadfast”, 339: 
dinner for twenty generals, 330; 
again on move, 339; his sacrifices 
in war, 340; General Louis Fitz- 
gerald, 340; his affection for, 340; 
‘“McClellan’s hibernations after my 
battle’, 340; proclamation to troops 
about cheering him, 340. 


Kearny, General Philip, Union Club, 


Cavalry Church, Rogue River In- 
dian War, 136-152; Union Club 
sword and address, 136-7; presents 
land and chalices to Cavalry Church, 
New York, 1309-40-42; Phil.’s ill- 
ness and separation, 141-2; Ambas- 
sador Bullitt’s description of Diana, 
142, note; California, 144; Columbia 
Barracks, Oregon, 145; and other 


activities in present Washington 
and Oregon, 145-51; Appelgate- 
Kearny expedition, 146; Rogue 


River Indian War, 147-9; battles of 
Evans Creek and Stuart’s Creek, 
148-9; General Maury’s history of 
Kearny in Oregon, 147-8; “great 
good to Oregon”, Governor Lane; 
trade routes to California cleared, 


"149; treaty, 149-50; Stuart’s body 


removed by Kearny to South Caro- 


lina; monument in Buford, 150; 
California, Indian Expeditions there, 
I5I-2; resigns Army and_é sails 


around the world, 151. 


Kearny, General Philip, Battle of Mal- 


vern Hill; see Malvern Hill, battle 
of; see Kearny’s letters after Great 


Retreat. 

General Philip, Battle of 
Williamsburg, see Williamsburg, 
battle of; also Kearny’s Letters 
after Williamsburg. 
General Philip, Battle of 
Second Bull Run, see Second Bull 
Run, battle of. 

General Philip, Battle of 
Seven Pines; Lincoln wires “attack 
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Kearny, Gen. Philip (cont'd) 
Richmond”, 252; McClellan’s blun- 
der in dividing forces, 252; fierce 


storm cuts off Army north and 


south of swollen Chickahominy, 
252; Johnston’s plan: destroy di- 
vided force, 252; Casey’s force flees 
before attack, 253; balance of this 
corps cut in two, 253; “Kearny ar- 
Tives at critical moment”, McClel- 
lan, 253; Kearny’s flank assault 
Stays rebel pursuit, 253; McClellan 
not on field, 253; Kearny’s action 
“beginning of victory following 
day”, General Keyes, 254; a Prus- 
sian Dragoon chronicles battle from 
rebel side, 253; Michigan troops 
glorious conduct saved the day, 25 ee 
description of battle, 256-7: next 
day Hooker and Kearny take offen- 
Sive, 257; drive enemy a mile, 257" 
features of battle, 257-8; failure to 
follow victory, blunder, 263: Sted- 
man’s famous poem “Kearny at 
Seven Pines”, 250; noted men de- 
scribe battle; also newspapers, 260- 
3; history of southern psychology, 
263-5; Kearny’s generosity to noted 
prisoner, 265; Kearny’s flaming 
proclamation of victory, 267; 
Kearny’s Patch, origin of corps 
badges, 267; incidents of battle, 
267-9; Kearny’s many skirmishes, 
269; Phil.’s high opinion of Irish, 
270; Lincoln warns McClellan 
about continuing same position, 271; 
see Kearny’s letters after Seven 
Pines; and chapter, Kearny at 
Seven Pines, bibliography for In- 
diana troops. 

Kearny, General Philip, during Six 
Days Battles, sce Six Days Battles 
and Kearny’s Letters after Great 
Retreat; McClellan pronounces 
Kearny’s battle at Oak Ridge “per- 
fectly successful”, 287; Kearny’s 
and Hooker’s replies to McClellan 
at Oak Ridge, 292; history of 
Kearny’s interview with McClellan 
at latter’s headquarters during 
Gaines’ Mill: “all believed Kearny 
would be court-martialed”’, 293-4; 
historians support Kearny’s judg- 
ment, 295; the Great Retreat, 208: 
Kearny at Frayser’s Farm or on the 
New Market Road; Hooker and 
Kearny stand brunt of battle and 
save army in retreat, 33-5; Lee cer- 
tain of victory, 208; Kearny calls 
his old brigade to aid his Division; 
one of dramatic scenes of war, 301; 


[ 487 ] 


see illustration ; victory, 301 ; Kearny 
last to leave field, confident of vic- 
tory if Lee attacks, 309: incidents 
personal to Phil. during battle, 36-9; 
Mrs. Lee’s lovely message, 300. 


Kearny’s letters after Williamsburg, 


41-51; highly privileged: addressed 
to wife and lawyer, 30: Colonels 
Alonzo Poe and Terry and General 
Alexander Hays: fine fellows, 240; 
“could scarcely have refused divi- 
sion when called to enter under 
fire”, 240; “his lost cherished boy”, 
240; one of highest Division Com- 
manders in Army, 240; only Gen- 
eral to preach State esprit de corps, 
moral lever of volunteer system, 
240; to prevent a coup d’Armée; 
causes hatred and unpopularity, 240; 
General Hooker’s Division, “grovel- 
ing fear of”, 241; Kearny drives 
enemy out of rifle pit and fort, 241; 
“men now trust reckless officer in 
Mexico, accusation to keep me 
down”, 241; stays at “Becky” 
Ewell’s, General’s sister, 241: 
“McClellan ignores all my good 
battles”, 241; ‘“Hancock’s little rush 
of half an hour”, 242: Hancock’s 
conduct makes Hooker and Kearny 
believe attempt to aid them given 
up, very hurtful, 242; “exposed as 
being only officer mounted”, 242; 
McClelian “tramples military fame, 
dearest right”, 242; McClellan sup- 
presses Hooker’s and Kearny’s part, 
242; Kearny’s report does not men- 
tion Hooker’s “paralyzed and craven 
division”, 243; “herded like fright- 
ened sheep”, 243; “nothing short of 
personal influence at head of troops 
save all from panic”, 243; praise 
for Generals Berry and Birney, 243; 
Kearny reserves his high command 
over Hooker, 243; Kearny leads 
charge to recapture guns, 243; nec- 
essary not to count chances, “for 
one’s own sacred person”: “not use- 
less recklessness, it saved the day,” 
243; McClellan’s aide tells Kearny 
night of battle he saved Hooker 
and so the Army, 244; aide tells 
others; chronicle of Hancock’s con- 
duct, 244, 245, 247: McClellan 
acted to hide his failure to get to 
Richmond, 244; full description of 
McClellan’s conduct, 247; panic ir- 
retrievable without inspiring men 
to fight, worse than Bull Run, 248; 
McClellan’s acts shows complicity 
with enemy; “again allows enemy 
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Kearny’s letters, etc. (cont'd) 
_ to escape as at Manassas”, 244; “en- 


emy could not have crossed Chicka- 
hominy if pursued”, 244; complicity 
with south for votes as President, 
244; McClellan plans new consti- 
tution, 244; Assistant Secretary of 
War confirms this later, 244: 
Kearny’s history of McClellan’s ap- 
pointment, 244-5; “small men of 
small motives”, 245; McClellan’s 
purpose to obtain prestige for Han- 
cock; ignores Hooker’s fight, motive 
to hide failure to help, jeopardizing 
communications resulting in disaster 
worse than Bull Run, 248: McClel- 
lan monopolizes telegraph, 248; 
McClellan calls Kearny’s action 
rash, 249; although “necessary to 
win the day”, 249; rides bay colt in 
battle, description of; “did not like 
sound of balls”, 249; stays at Miss 
Ewell’s house at Williamsburg, 240; 
McClellan falsifies report, 240; 
saves Hooker’s guns, 250; “heart 
with lost loved angel”, 251; Phil. 
prophesies to a day battle and char- 
acter and results of Seven Pines. 


Kearny, General Philip, letters after 


Seven Pines, 271 et seq.; Casey’s 
troops flee, 271; wagons at full tilt; 
fugitives in masses, 271; McClel- 
lan’s injustice at Williamsburg 
changed men, 272; leads fleeing men 
back into battle, 272; sole barrier 
when all in confusion, 272; hordes 
panic stricken and cowardly, 272; 
exposed in current of bannon ball, 
272; his bay colt wounded, 273; 
McClellan stops all correspondence 
after battle till he influences press, 
273; McClellan’s control of press, 
273; center caving in left Phil. des- 
perate alternative, 275; McClellan 
incapacity personified, 276; Phil.’s 
intuition, 276; pursuit at Manassas 
assured success, 276; so Williams- 
burg and seven Pines, 276; Porter 
and Franklin if engaged ‘“‘masters of 
Richmond”, 276; description of 
causes making rebel attack possible, 
276; McClellan’s conduct as treason, 
276; politician no general, 277; 
misses “lost angel”, 277; Phil. asks 
for roses to send Agnes, 278; de- 
scription of Mrs. Lee, 278; may 
have beautifully told Lee of Mc- 
Clellan’s southern sympathy, 270; 
Vice President, Levi P. Morton, 
278; Mrs. Lee remains in Federal 
line; two days after departure Mc- 


Clellan’s communications raided, 
279; “we follow where you lead”, 
279; prophesies Seven Pines McClel- 
lan’s last opportunity, 279; Archie’s 
personality “only emotion completely 
conquering me’, 279; McClellan’s 
Stratagems, 279; treason, 280; poli- 
tics, 280; Kearny Homestead and 
Kearny Castle described. 


Kearny, General Stephen Watts, the 


Mexican War, the Early Phase, see 
chapter, Kearny’s expedition along 
Oregon trail; war against England 
in re Oregon Country, 70; Polk or- 
ders Kearny to South Pass towards 
English possessions, 70; expedition 
a threat against England’s claims to 
the Pacific Northwest—the Oregon 
Country, 70-1; also first military 
manceuvre to annex New Mexico 
and Alta California, 70-1; passes 
along Oregon and Santa Fé trail, 
71; see Kearny’s expedition, 1845; 
expedition starts May 18, 1846, un- 
der orders of April oth immediately 
following Mexican Minister’s de- 
manding passport, 70; at Mexico 
City as Governor, 110; at Vera 
Cruz as Governor; see Kearny, 
Philip, battle of Mexico. 


Kearny, General Stephen Watts, his 


early career, see chapter, Kearny, 
Philip, Frontier, 42-4; Conqueror 
and Governor of terrain of ten 
states, 42; early career, 42; march 
to Missouri River irom Plattsburg 
with Sixth Infantry, 42; Platts- 
burg Barracks, 42; expedition from 
Nebraska to site near St. Paul 
and Minneapolis,——Camp Coldwater, 
Fort Snelling, 42; Yellowstone Ex- 
pedition, 42; first to command troops 
at Jefferson Barracks, 43; famous 
expedition with Colonel Leaven- 
worth to “wild plains Indians”, 43; 
marries General William Clark’s— 
Lewis and Clark Expedition—step- 
daughter, 47; founds Camp Kearny; 
Fort Towson, Fort Gibson, 43; 
commands at Forth Gibson, see 
Kearny, Philip, frontier, bibliogra- 
phy—Fort Des Moines, 43; Iowa 
and Minnosota, 43; Forth Craw- 
ford, 43; creates first real Cavalry 
command; his cavalry school at 
Fort Leavenworth, the West Point 
of the West, 43; see Kearny, Philip, 
the frontier, bibliography ;—procla- 
mation of religious liberty exalted 
by... President Hoover, 32; see 
Kearny, Philip, his Journal; sce 
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*- INDEX 
Kearny, Gen. Stephen Watts (cont'd) 


Kearny, Philip, Letters after Great 
Retreat. 


Kearny, General Stephen Watts and 


‘the Mexican War, 113, et seqd.3; po- 


litical significance of Kearny’s op- 
erations, 113; Conquest of Nuevo 
Mejico and Alta California, to 
which Kearny ordered, sole presi- 
dential object of War, 113; com- 
mands Army of the West, FPS: con- 
quers and sets up Government in 
Nuevo Mejico, 113; “Kearny’s 
Code”, 114; proceeds to Pacific, 
Pea, meets “Kit” Carson, 114; 
Commodore Stockton’s and Fre- 
mont’s official reports tell of Con- 
quest and Government of Califor- 
nia, 114; on faith of, Kearny sends 


-back troops as ordered, 114-5; takes 


Carson as guide, 115; abandons 
equipment to “reach Pacific by 
Fall” as ordered, 115; reaches 


present State of California, 115; 
astonishing news, California not 
conquered, 115; Stockton’s letter 
announcing 150 Mexicans in neigh- 
borhood in arms, 115; battle of San 
Pasqual, 115; route of Mexicans, 
115; large American losses, 115; 
advances ten miles, 115; battle of 
San Bernardo, 115; Mexicans 
routed, 115-6; reaches San Diego 
and Commodore Stockton, 116; 
Stockton claims conquest and gov- 
ernment, 116; though limited to oc- 
cupy ports only, 116; yet determines 
to conquer and govern despite 
Kearny’s orders to conquer and 
govern, 116; Kearny abides time, 
116; demands command of expedi- 
tion to conquer California, 116: 
Kearny commanding Army of West 
fights battles of San Gabriel and 
the Mesa, 117; Mexicans surren- 
der, 117; Army of West enters Los 
Angeles, 117; War on Western 
Frontier closed, 117; Kearny given 
permission to return home, 117; 
takes Fremont with him, 117; ar- 
rests Fremont, 117; court-martial 
finds Fremont guilty of mutiny, 121; 
Kearny recruits Mormon Battalion 
which arrives in California, 117: 
establishes principal wagon road for 
Forty Niners, 117; account of ori- 
gin of Stockton’s despatches con- 
cerning conquest, II, et seq.; Kearny 
protests against Stockton’s appoint- 
ment of Fremont as Governor and 
Military Commander, 121; Kearny 


Be 


Kearney, 


| Lee, General Robert E.; Lee as a 


awaits arrival of promised large 
military force and confirmation of 
his orders, 121; see Bibliography 
and Memoranda to chapter Mani- 
fest Destiny; see Stockton, R. es 
see Fremont, J. C.; legal theory of 
Stephen Watts Kearny’s conquest 
and government; Polk, Supreme 
Court, Secretaries War and Navy, 
support Kearny, 126-128; San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, editorial, spelling 
and pronunciation of name, 134; 
Historical Society of Southern Cali- 
fornia,—Governor Florez’s last’ let- 
ter, 126; Fremont’s personal loyalty 
due Kearny, 132, note; Hill, Mrs. 
Lucy Kearny Hill, 136, note; comic 
scene, Benton and Kearny, at Fre- 
mont’s trial, 126; Alden, Carroll 
Storrs, his biography of Commo- 
dore Kearny, 135; epic. charac- 
ter of S. W. Kearny’s expedition, 
133-4; comparison with Doniphan’s 
expedition, 133-4. 

Kearney’s Falls, Kearney’s Bridge, 
Kearney’s Iron Ore Mine, St. Law- 
rence County, New York, 21. - 
Nebraska, see Kearny 
Aitermath, see Fort Kearny. 


Kerney, Judge James, 450, note. 
Kieley, Bishop, 424. 


Le Brun Family, see Chapter Begin- 


nings, bibliography. 


Lee, Mrs. R. E., 279, 300, 440; see 


Kearny, Philip, letters after Seven 
Pines,—high appreciation of: see 
Six Days Battles; Kearny and 
McClellan. 


Sign of the Mexican War in its 
relation to the Civil, 74: see the 
Mexican War, Early Phase; also 
Kearny, Philip, the battle of Mexico 
for the Lee-Kearny reconnoisance 
and its vital importance, determin- 
ing Scott’s plan of attack; and the 
Lee-Kearny reconnoisance at San 
Antonio; sce also Mexico, battle 
of; see also Kearny, Philip, Mexi- 
can War, Early Phase; see also 
battles of Seven Pines, Six Days 
Battles, Malvern Hill, Second Bull 
Run, Death in Battle; Kearny, 
Philip, during Great Retreat: see 
also Kearny and McClellan; sce 
also Kearny, Philip, at all the afore- 
said battles, so indexed. 

egion d’Honneur, see Kearny, Philip, 
Romance and Frontier. 


Lincoln, Abraham, 76-77; see chapter 
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INDEX 


Lincoln, Abraham (cont’d) 

Mexico, Battle of; see Williams- 
burg, battle of; see also battles of 
Seven Pines, 245; Six Days Battles, 
Second Bull Run; Kearny, Philip, 
the Aftermath, 420. 

Longstreet, General James, 384-5; 
Kearny, Death in Battle; Kearny 
and McClellan; Kearny, Aftermath; 
Kearny’s Letters after Great Re- 
treat; see illustration. 

Lloyd Family, see chapter Beginnings, 
bibliography. 

Lloyd, Thomas, see Kearny, Philip, 
Settler. 

Louis Philippe, King of France, see 
Kearny, Frontier. 


Macomb, General Alexander, appoints 
Phil. on staff, 67; Presidents Harri- 
son’s and Macombs’ funerals, see 
Kearny, Frontier. 

Magenta, battle of, see Kearny, Ro- 
mance. 

Maine, see Berry, Hiram; Kearny’s 
Letters after Williamsburg and 
after Seven Pines; sce Second Bull 
Run, battle of. 
McClellan, General George B., in 
Mexican War; his ambition and 
contempt for volunteer soldiers, 111; 
Kearny, Philip, Mexican War, 
Early Phase; visits scene of 
Kearny’s battle in Oregon, 147; 
Kearny’s Letters at Alexandria; 
Manassas, Evacuation of; Kearny, 
Philip, battle of Williamsburg; 
Yorktown, siege of; Williamsburg, 
battle of; Kearnvy’s Letters and 
their Literature; Kearny’s Letters 
after Williamsburg and after Seven 
Pines and after Great Retreat: 
Prof. William Starr Myers’ con- 
cerning loyalty and politics, 239; see 
Kearny, Philip, Seven Pines and 
during Great Retreat; see Six Days 
Battles; Malvern Hill, battle of: 
see Second Bull Run, battle of; see 
Kearny, Death in Battle; see 
Kearny, Philip, Aftermath: see 

Kearny and McClellan. 

Malvern Hill, battle of, 310-341; 
“natural amphitheatre”, Phil., 311; 
Hill’s assault on Kearny begins 
battle, 311; successive charges 
against impregnably posted Fed- 
erals, 311; hopelessly beaten Con- 
federates, 312; yet McClellan orders 
retreat, 312; the Charge of the 
Third Corps, 313; Kearny calls or- 
der to retreat prompted by coward- 


ice or treason, 315; the wild dis- 
order of the Confederates, 315-317; 
his historic words, 316; Confederate 
losses greater than Union, 317; aris- 
tocracy of South suffers most, aE « 
College enrollment, 317; Yale, Har- 
vard, 317; also bibliography, battle 
of Malvern Hill; McClellan’s panic 
aids Lee immeasurably, see Six 
Days Battles; against a competent 
Captain Lee would have failed, 318; 
French Princes predict victory, 319; 
McClellan’s singular dispatches, 319; 
use of secret service, 319; Lincoln’s 
Cabinet convinced of McClellan’s 
great strategy, 320; so Newspapers, 
320; sure Richmond must fall, 321: 
newspaper reaction, 321; effect on 
France’s determination to conquer 
Mexico, 321; opinions of French 
and English papers, 322; Punch, 
322; episodes personal to Phil., 323; 
“General of Olden Times”, 323; 
peculiar indifference to danger, 324; 
poems, 325; strange synthesis, 326; 
his Fourgon, 326; appearance, 326: 
breakfast for McClellan’s Staff, 
326; whiskey from Phil.’s cellars at 
Bellegrove, gift to Dr. Oakley, 327; 
headquarters at Westover, 327; de- 
scription of Phil. and Porter, head- 
quarters there, 327; episode and con- 
quest of California, 327; cheers of 


Army for Abe. and Phil., 328; 
Phil.’s boy orderly, 328; Tad Lin- 
coln’s companion, 327; goes to 


White House, 328; orders to leave 
Peninsula, 329; see Kearny’s letters 
after great retreat. 

Maniiest Destiny, see Mexican War, 
Early Phase; see Polk, James K.; 
see Kearny, Stephen Watts, the 
Mexican War. 

Manassas, Evacuation of, Civil War, 
March, 1862, 172; rumors of evac- 
uation, 183 et seq.; Battle of Sang- 
ster’s Station, 184; occupation of 
Centerville, 184; Kearny’s Brigade, 
first troops to occupy, 184; Lieut. 
Hidden’s glorious calvary charge, 
184; Kearny reports to McClellan 
on evacuation, 185, 190, 193; Mc- 
Clellan orders army to follow 
Kearny, 190-1; Kearny occupies 
Manassas, first to do so, 193; 
Kearny’s covering entire country 
causes “panicky retreat of rebels”, 
186, 102; failure to follow after 
Kearny’s battle and occupation a 
biunder, 186 et seq.; conditions show 
soundness of Phil.’s judgment, 187 
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Manassas (cont’d) 
et seq.; opinions of General John- 
ston, President Davis, etc. etc. cited, 
187; President Davis’ false view 
due to suppression of Kearny’s re- 
port, 187; Johnston abandons neces- 
sary supplies, 187-8; McClellan’s 
force, 193,000, Johnston’s 47,500, 
188; Johnston retreats ignorant of 
McClellan’s Peninsula Campaign, 
188; McClellan’s blunder recognized 
by Generals Maurice, Henderson, 
McClellan, Michie, Pollard and 
others, 189-90; McClellan’s suppres- 
sion of Kearny’s report throws his- 
torians off track, 187, 190; McCle!- 
lans learns of evacuation from 
Kearny, 190; McClellan abandons 
Peninsula’ Campaign and adopts 
plan to follow Johnston through 
Manassas occupied by Kearny, 191; 
McClellan abandons pursuit; re- 
adopts Peninsula plan, 191; Kearny’s 
report of battle of Sangster’s Sta- 
tion and occupation of rebel’s strong- 
hold suppressed, 1901, 194; but New 
Jersey papers bring out facts: 
“severe blow to Confederacy”, 104: 
“injustice of suppressing facts” and 
report, 192; Kearny’s opinion of 
McClellan changes from open mind 
to incompetence, possibly disloyalty 
to Union, 194; see Kearny’s letters 
at Alexandria and after Williams- 
burg and after Seven Pines. 

McDowell, General, see Second Bull 
Run, battle of. 

Marks, Rev. J. J., see Seven Pines, 
battle of, bibliography. 

Maury, General Dabney, see Kearny, 
Union Club. 

Maxwell, Agnes—second wife of Gen- 
eral Philip Kearny, 403; see Kearny, 
Death in Battle; also Kearny, Ro- 
mance; see chapter, Death in Battle, 
bibliography for her issue by Philip 
Kearny; see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Meade, General George Gordon, 200; 
see Kearny, Mexican War; sce 
Kearny, Civil War Beginnings; see 
Kearny during Six Days Battles. 

Mercier, French Ambassador, 232; 
see Kearny’s Letters after Great 
Retreat. 

Mesa, Battle of, sce Kearny, Stephen 
Watts and the Mexican War. 

Metropolitan Club, site of Phil.’s 
former home, 67. 

Mexican War, the Early Phase, 70; 
Texas Annexationists help elect Polk 
President, 70; Kearny’s letter, 70; 
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purpose to add slave territory, 
Polk’s principal policy to extend 
America toghe Pacitic by acquiring 
Nuevo Mejico and Alta Caliuorma, 
73; Manifest Destiny, slogan ex- 
pressing Votk’s Policy in Mexican 
War, gs. Civil, Var. last military 


70; 


phase of Mexican, 74: Lee and 
Davis as symbols, 74; Mexican 
Minister demands passports when 
Texas annexed, 75; Stephen Watts 


Kearny then ordered along Mexican 
frontier, 75; short history of Tay- 
lor’s campaign, 75; Colonel Hanger 
in 1801 toretells war, 76; General 
S. W. Kearny fulfills Polk’s sole 
purpose conquering New Mexico 
and Alta California, 75; General 
Taylor’s battle of Buena Vista and 
Phil.’s despatches; startling effect 
on Mexican war, 75-6; negotiations 
to confirm Stephen Kearny’s con- 
quest of the West fail, 78; there- 
upon Scott’s expedition “to buttress 
his conquest”; the Secretary of 
War so defines issue, 78; Scott 
Selects Phil.’s’ company of First 
Dragoons as bodyguard, 79; Vera 
Cruz” Yale, ta scour, Zoe Pimil.’s 
Dragoons escort to Scott’s trium- 
phal entry into city; and hence- 
torth Scott’s bodyguard—escort to 
Headquarters, 79; see Kearny, 
Philip, Mexican War, the Early 
Phase; see chapter Kearny’s expe- 
dition along Oregon Trail, bibli- 
ography. 
Mexico, Battle of, 89 et seq.; Kearny’s 
first battle of the Pedrigal, 80; 
Council of War determines on plan 
of battle counseled by Lee and 
Kearny following their reconnoi- 
sance, 89; Kearny’s prisoners give 
decisive information, 91; Kearny’s 
second battle of the Pedrigal, 02; 
extreme importance of the Lee- 
Kearny reconnoisance, 92; General 
Ewell’s account of, 94; Battle of 
Mexico, so called on account of 
Phil’s charge into city, 95; Con- 
treras, battle of, 95; numbers en- 
gaged relative to foreign wars in 
which Phil. participated, 95; Lee 
and Kearny ordered to reconnoiter 
San Antonio, 95; Battle of Churu- 
busco, 96; Legion of St. Patrick, 
07; the famous charge of Kearny’s 
Dragoons, 07; Scott’s description of, 
97; Scott halts Kearny’s charge and 
victorious army at gates opened by 
Phil., 98; armistice; failure to enter 
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Mexico, Battle of (cont’d) 
city blunder, 98; sce Kearny, Philip, 
battle of Mexico. 

Michigan, 443; see Chapter, Battle of 
Seven Pines; see Seven Pines, bat- 
tle of; see Kearny, Battle of Wil- 
liamsburg; see Kearny, After- 
math. 

Minneapolis, see Kearny, Stephen 
Watts, early career. 

Minto, Earl of, see chapter, Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 

Montana, see Kearny, Union Club; 
also Fort Phil. Kearny. 

Monterey, California, see Stockton, 
Commodore; Kearny, Stephen 
Watts, and Mexican War; Fremont, 
John C.; see chapter, Manifest Des- 
tiny, bibliography; see Kearny, 
Commodore Lawrence. 

Moore Family, Philadelphia, see chap- 
ter Beginnings, bibliography. 

Moore, Governor W., Pa., see Kearny, 
Philip, Settler. 

Morris, Governor Lewis, see Kearny, 
Michael, Settler. 

Morton, Governor and Vice President, 
Levi P., 278. 

Moussaih, see Kearny, Journal. 


Napoleon III, see Kearny, Romance, 
and Aftermath. 

Nebraska, see Kearny, Aftermath. 

Nevada, part of Alta California, 
Kearny—S. W.—first military gov- 
ernor in pre-state era, 120; see 
chapter Manifest Destiny, note. 

New Jersey, see Kearny, General 
Philip under all indices; resolutions 
concerning Kearny, see Civil War, 
Beginnings; Kearny’s New Jersey 
Brigade; Kearny’s letters after the 
several battles; see Kearny, Ro- 


~~ mance. 


New Mexico, part of Mexican Prov- 
ince of Nuevo Mejico at time of 
conquest, 120; western portion part 
of Alta California, 120; Kearny, S. 
W., first military governor of, in 
pre-state era, 120; establishes 
Kearny’s code, now its constitution; 
see Mexican War, the Early phase, 
also Kearny, S. W., and the Mexi- 
can War. 

New York Hospital, see Watts Fam- 
ily; Watts, John Sr. 

New York Stock Exchange, see 
Kearny, Philip, Third of that Name; 
see Kearny Homestead. 

Nicoll Family, see Watts Family and 
Watts, John Sr. 


North Carolina, see chapter, Malvern 
Hill, footnote ; see chapter, Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 


Oklahoma, 113; also chapter, Manifest 
Destiny, footnote. 

Oregon Trail, see Kearny’s Expedi- 
tion; see Kearny, Journal; see 
Kearny, S. W., Mexican War: see 
Kearny, Philip, Mexican War, 
Early Phase; see Mexican War, 
Early Phase. 

Orléans, the Duc de, see Kearny, 
Frontier and Journal. 

Oxford Movement, see illustration. 


Pan America, 450-1; see Kearny, 
Philip, Mexican War, Early Phase. 
Paris, Comte de, see Kearny, Journal, 
aiso battles of Williamsburg, Seven 
Pines, Six Days Battles, Malvern 


Hill, Second Bull Run; see frontis-' 


piece, illustration. 

Parker, Cortlandt, 230-237; Kearny’s 
Civil War letters written to, 230; 
uses Kearny’s opinions for patriotic 
purposes; biography, and conduct 
in Civil War, 230-236. 

Pedrigal, battles of, see Kearny, 
Philip, Mexican War, also Mexico, 
battle of. 

Pennsylvania, see Kearny’s letters 
aiter Great Retreat; see Kearny, 
Six Days Battles; see Kearny, Mal- 
vern Hill, battle of; see charge of 
the 63rd Pensylvania at Second Bull 
Run, 397. 

Pierce, President Franklin, see 
Kearny, Philip, Battle of Mexico. 
Plattsburg Barracks, see Kearny, S. 

W., Early career. 

Polk, President James K., Polk’s mes- 
sage on the Oregon Country, 70-71; 
his attempt to negotiate Nuevo Mej- 
ico and Alta Calfornia into Union 
by sending Nicholas Trist to accom- 
pany Scott’s expedition, 85-6; Poik’s 
greatness and unparalleled achieve- 
ment, 73-87; his object in Mexican 
War, 113; see Kearny’s expedition; 
see Mexican War, the Early Phase; 
see Kearny, S. W., Mexican War, 
Early Phase; see chapter, Kearny’s 
expedition, bibliography; also chap- 
ter Manifest Destiny, bibliog- 
raphy. 

Pope, General John, see Kearny’s let- 
ters after Great Retreat; also Sec- 
ond Bull Run; Kearny, Death in 
Battle; Chantilly, battle of; Kearny 
and McClellan. 
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Rogue River Indian War, see Kearny, 
Union Club. 

Roosevelt, F. D., 429; see Kearny, 
Aftermath. 

Round Hill School, see Kearny, birth 
and youth. 


San Bernardo, battle of, see Kearny, 
Stephen Watts, Mexican War. 

San Diego, see Stockton, Commodore; 
see Kearny, S. W., Mexican War. 

San Gabriel, battle of, see Kearny, 
S. W., Mexican War. 

Santa Fé Trail, see Kearny’s expedi- 
dition. 

Santa Anna, President of Mexico, 75; 
see Kearny, Battle of Mexico; see 
Battle of Mexico; see Mexican 
War, Early Phase. 

Sangster’s Station, battle of, see 
Kearny’s letters after Seven Pines; 
see Manassas, Evacuation of; see 
Kearny’s letters at Alexandria; see 
Civil War, Beginnings; see Kearny, 
Civil War Beginnings. 

Scott, General Winfield, see Kearny, 
birth and youth; also Kearny, Jour- 
nal; also Mexican War, Early 
Phase; Kearny, Philip, Mexican 
War, Early Phase; see Kearny, 
Romance, and Death in Battle. 

Six Days Battles, 283 et seq.; Oak 
Ridge, battle of, 284; not one of 
Six Days Battles, 284; Oak Ridge, 
last advance on Richmond; Kearny 
and Hooker ordered to advance, 
283; McClellan’s dispatches tell 
story of McClellan’s mental and mil- 
itary operations incident to astound- 
ing Great Retreat, 283; Lee decides 
to attack, 286; Mechanicsville, first 
of Six Days Battles, 286; McClellan 
decides to retreat; shifts responsi- 
bility for expected failure to Lin- 
coln, 286; learns of Stonewall Jack- 
son’s approach, 286; Mechanicsville 
and Gaines’ Mill, battles of, 287-8; 
McClellan orders retreat to Harri- 
son’s Landing, 288-9; fear of Jack- 
son dominant; fears he will “cut 
our communications”, 286; McClel- 
lan falsely calls enemy’s force 200,- 
000, double his own; his own force 
superior by 20,000, 285; Lincoln’s 
reply to dispatch denouncing Lin- 
coln’s failure to send reinforcements 
despite McClellan’s vast superiority 
in numbers, 286; analysis of Mc- 
Clellan’s claims for failure, 280; 
Porter defeated at Gaines’ Mill: 
Kearny visits McClellan during bat- 


tle, demanding right to attack south 
of Chickahominy, 293-4; Kearny de- 
nounces McClellan for retreating, 
194; history of Great Retreat, 290; 
Battle of Frayser’s Farm or on New 
Market Road, 299-301; crucial bat- 
tle of Retreat, 300; if successful 
fatal to Union cause, 300; Lee cer- 
tain of success, 300; Lee at first 
successful routing McCall’s Divi- 
sion, 300; supreme importance and 
fierceness of battle, 302; newspaper 
accounts, 303; Hooker and Kearny 
stand brunt of battle, 303; opinions 
of experts on battle and importance, 
304-5; Longstreet’s report of attack 
on Kearny: “again repulsed with 
heavy loss” after McCall’s disaster; 
Kearny’s Brigade and Division at 
Frzyser’s Farm, 301, 308, see illus- 
tration. 

St. Patrick, Legion of, see Mexico, 
battle of. 

St. Paul, see Kearny, S. W., Early 
career. 

San Antonio, battle of; see Mexico, 
battle of; see Kearny, Philip, Bat- 
tle of Mexico. 

Second Battle of Bull Run, 342, et 
seq.; Pope falls back on Washing- 
ton, 342; Halleck orders McClellan 


to Alexandria to support Pope, 341; © 


yet McClellan advances toward 
Richmond, 342-44; record of Mc- 
Clellan’s purpose to abandon Pope, 
344-6; .Kearny’s Division leaves 
Peninsula; in week under Pope’s 
orders, 346; Kearny’s pilot engine, 
347; Pope’s military plans, 347; pre- 
sumes enemy will not attack, 347; 
McClellan’s movements, 347; nation 


sure McClellan will join Pope; not. 


so Kearny nor Pope, 348; total. of 
Pope’s forces, 349; misstated by 
Henderson, 349; Kearny’s report of 
battles of the Plains of Manassas 
now first revealed, 349 et seq.; Con- 
federates march through Thorough- 
fare Gap to cut off Pope from base 
of supplies, 350; Kearny and Hooker 
defeat them at Bristoe’s Station, 
351; Kearny’s spirit, 351; con- 
vinced Porter and McClellan will 
abandon Pope, 351; ordered in pur- 
suit of Jackson, 351; follows Jack- 
son to Manassas, 352; Kearny’s 
Brigade fights first battle of Sec- 
ond Bull Run—Plains of Manassas, 
352; Kearny in hot pursuit of Jack- 
son; battle of Centerville, 353; 
Jackson retreats before Kearny’s 
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Second Battle of Bull Run (coni’d) 


advance, 353; Kearny’s own report 
continued; his map of the battle- 
field; details of his famous assault 
breaking Stonewall Jackson’s line 
now first revealed, 353; Confed- 
erates call charge unsurpassed by 
any in Civil War, 353; Lincoln’s 
“victory in the hollow of our hand”, 
353; battle of the 30th—technically 
Second Bull Run, really one of 
series, 355; Kearny last to leave 
field, 356; Kearny’s formal report 
of battle; Captain Graham’s ex- 
traordinary artillery action, 358; 
great tribute to leader of the Indiana 
troops at Bull Run, 358; Kearny’s 
main Pennsylvania and Michigan 
troops exalted, 358; Kearny’s as- 
sault on Jackson’s column; high 
light of campaign, 359-61; opinions 
of Comte de Paris, de Tropriand, 
360; Lee’s opinion, 361; Kearny’s 
fierce indignation at McClellan’s 
failure to reach battle field, 361; 
meets General Gibbon at night on 
battlefield; Gibbon’s description of, 
361; General Schurz’s description of 
Kearny at battle of 29th of August, 
363; and his condemnation of 
McClellan and the West Pointers 
to support Pope, 363; character of 
McClellan’s clique defined: not a 
West Point clique; Kearny one 
with West Pointers as all of Old 
Mexican War Army, 363; McClel- 
lan’s and Franklin’s movements de- 
scribed; deliberately abandon Pope, 
364-6; in presence of fighting for 
five days and remain idle, 364-6; 
description of field at point of 
Kearny’s assault: “walk quarter of 
a mile over dead bodies”, 368; 


“Kearny states on 20th Porter then 


on battlefield will not support him, 


368; nevertheless confidence of 
Pope’s army that Kearny’s arrival 
six days before’ battle means 


‘McClellan would support Pope, 369; 


General McDowell’s treachery in 
letting Longstreet reach the field 
scored, 369; impossibility of getting 
through Gap, 374-note; Colonel 
Broadhead’s letter “bathed in own 
blood”;. basis of McDowell’s court 
of inquiry in which he is censured, 
369; the famous charge of the 63rd 
Pennsylvanians, 371; analysis of 
fearful fighting and horrible losses 
of Kearny’s and Hooker’s Divisions 
under McClellan and Pope, 373; 


Skinner, 


Stedman, 


| 
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singular features of McClellan’s 
military conduct, 374; Kearny’s 
New Jersey Brigade at Bull Run 
Bridge; fights alone, great soldiers 
ot Confederacy with their 22,000 


men under Jackson, Stuart and 
rimble; Jackson tries to save 
Brigade; Jackson’s opinion of 


Brigade; a new Confederate account 
of, 375-7; Ewell at the battle of 
Bristoe’s Station; his home there; 
leg amputated near, 377; “Kearny 
slept on the battlefield”, New York 
World, 377. ; 


Seven Pines, battle of; see Kearny’s 


letters after; see Seven Pines, 
battle of. 
Sherman, General William T., see 


Kearny, S. W., the Mexican War; 
see Kearny, Aftermath. 


Shoemaker, Rev. Samuel J., Jr., see 


Kearny, Union Club and Calvary 
Church; see Kearny, Philip, Mexi- 
can War, Early Phase. 


Shubrick, Commodore, see Stockton, 


R. F.; see Kearny, S. W., Mexican 


War. 
Lieut. General, Philip 


Kearny, English, 36. 


Sloat, Commodore John D., occupies 


Monterey; summons Fremont and 
pronounces him without authority, 
119; see Fremont, John 

outh Carolina, Capt. James Stuart, 
150. 


Stanton, Secretary of War, E. C.; see 


Kearny, Aftermath and Kearny and 
McClellan. 


Statuary Hall, Kearny’s statue in, see 


Kearny, Aftermath. 

E. Clarence, “Wanted a 
Man”, see Kearny, Aftermath and 
Kearny at Seven Pines. 


Stockton, Commodore Robert Field; 


his despatches announcing conquest, 
114; thereupon Kearny sends back 
two-thirds of his army, 114-5; sends 
Captain Gillespie to Kearny reveal- 
ing loss of conquest, 115; an- 
nouncement amazes Kearny, 115; 
Stockton besieged at San Diego, 
116; analysis of Stockton’s and 
Kearny’s orders, 116; . Stockton 
admits no orders to conquer or 
govern, 116; history of Stockton’s 
disasters in California, I1Q; arrives 
in California, 119; succeeds Com- 
modore Sloat, 119; without orders 
sets about conquest, 119; Mexicans 
withdraw into interior, 120; enters 
Los Angeles, 119; sends despatches 
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Stockton, Commodore (cont’d) 
read by Kearny, 119; Mexicans 
drive Stockton out, 119 et seca.; 
Fremont retreats to the Sacramento, 
120; Mexicans in uncontrolled pos- 
session, 120; Stockton besieged in 
San Diego, “a virtual prisoner”, 
121; Stockton reasserts claims, 121; 
appoints Fremont Governor and 
military commander, 121; Kearny 
“to prevent civil war’ awaits ar- 
rival of regular army, 121; historical 
humbug, 121-2; Stockton and Fre- 
mont become Presidential candidates, 
121-3; each lauds himself as con- 
queror and governor, 121; Kearny 
dead in war makes no defense, Tee 
see Kearny, S. W. and Mexican 
War; see Bibliography and Memo- 
randa to chapter, Manifest Destiny; 
see Fremont, J. C. 

Street, Susan, see Kearny letters ai 
Alexandria and after Seven Pines, 


270. 
. Stuart’s Creek, battle of,—Rogue 


River Indian War—see Kearny, - 


Union Club. 

Stuart, General Jeb., see Second Bull 
Run, battle of; see Six Days 
Battles; see Kearny and McClellan, 
bibliography. 


Taft, President William Howard, see 
Kearny, Aftermath. 

Taylor, General Walter, 304. 

Texas, 474-5; see Chapter, Manifest 
Destiny, bibliography. 

Trist, Nicholas, 85. 


Union Club, see Kearny, Union Club. 

Utah, 113, see chapter, Manifest Des- 
tiny footnote. 

Upshur, Admiral, 403; see Lee, Robert 
FE.; - see Maxwell, Agnes: see 
Kearny, Death in Battle, bibliog- 
raphy. 


Van Cortlandt Family, see Kearny, 
birth and youth. 

Van Rensselaer, Jeremias, Phil.’s an- 
cestor, first Patroon resident in 
America, 39. 


Warren, Admiral, Sir Peter, 21; 
Phil.’s granduncle; hero of Louis- 
burg in Colonial War; monument 
in Westminster Abbey, 21. 

Warren, Schuyler Neilson, see illus- 
tration, Silver Box and Parchment, 
granting freedom of city of Cork to 
Captain Kearny. 


Watts Family, 39; family of “dis- 
tinction and attluence in Scotland 
and America”, 39; “very foremost 
in Colonial New York’, 39; “Rose 
Hill, Edinburgh estate ot family’, 
39; Robert Watt, Settler, marries 
Mary, daughter of William Nicoll, 
3¢; William, son of Mathias Nicoll, 
39; she descended from Jeremias 
Van Kensselaer; also from Olait 
Van Cortlandt, Settler, 39; Mathias 
Nicoll, Secretary of Commission and 
Captain of Forces, occupying New 
Amsterdam, 39; William Nicoll, -16 
years Speaker of Assembly, etc., 39; 
Robert Watts’ son, John Watts, Sr., 
member of King’s Council, 39; first 
president New York hospital, 39; 
Lrustee New York Society Library, 
39; John Watts, Senior’s “Rose Hill 
Farm” extends from present 21st to 
28th street, Broadway to East River, 
including Madison Square, 40; 
John Watts, Senior, on outbreak of 
Revolution leaves America; buried 
in St. James Piccadilly, London, 40; 
marries Anne De Lancey, daughter 
of Etienne-Stephen-Settler, founder 
of family in America: sister of 
Chief Justice James De Lancey, 
Phil.’s great-grand-uncle, 40; she, a 
daughter of Stephanus Van Cort- 
landt, Phil.’s ancestor, first and last 
Lord of the Manor Van Cortland, 
40; John Watts, Jr., his son, Phil.’s 
grandfather; see Watts, John, Jr. 

Vatts, Captain George, see Kearny, 
birth and youth. 

Washington, George, see Kearny, 
Aftermath, bibliography; also Stat- 
uary Hall; see Watts, John, Jr., 86. 

Washington, State of, see Kearny, 
Union Club,—Rogue River Indian 
Warfare. 

Watts, John, Senior, see Kearny, 
Birth and Youth; see Kearny, 
Philip, third of that name; see 
Watts Family. 

Watts, John, Junior, grandfather of 
the General, 16, 18, 22, 24, 26, 28, 
29, 30; born in New York City; 
Royal Recorder of New York, 40; 
Speaker of Assembly, 40; Congress- 
man, 40; Judge of the Supreme 
Court, 40; Founder Leake & Watts 
Orphan Asylum,—now House,—,o; 
marries Jane De Lancey, grand 
daughter of Governor Cadwallader 
Colden, 40; nobility in founding 
asylum; character study of, 40; 
General Phil. descended in three 
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Watts, John (cont'd) 
lines from Watts and De Lancey 
and allied families, 40; Etienne owns 
Fraunces’ Tavern, 41; in Phil.’s 
great-grandmother’s drawing room, 
Washington bids goodbye to his ofh- 
cers, 448-9. 

Westminster Abbey, see Warren, Sir 
Peter. 

Wharton Famity, see chapter, Begin- 
nings, bibliography. 

Wharton, Governor Thomas, Jr., see 
Kearny, Philip, Settler. 

Williamsburg, Battle of, see York- 
town, Siege of-—General Hooker en- 
gages Confederates at seven A.M., 
May 5th, first great battle of Civil 
War in East, 206; roads approach- 
ing battlefield “impassable morass”, 
206-7; Hooker’s Division, 9,000, 
fights 20,000, 207; Hooker beaten 
back; Kearny ordered forward, 9 
miles in rear, 268; “re-establishes 
battle”; “Kearny displays the finest 
courage”, Prince de Joinville, 209; 
General Hancock occupies tunoccu- 
pied redoubts, 209; General Early 
drives Hancock in heroic charge, 
209; victory promised, when Early 
ordered to retreat; losses then occur, 
210; Hooker-Kearny battle lasting 
ten hours, 2,200 killed; Hancock’s 
loss 20 killed in twenty minutes 
skirmish, 211-12; McClellan arriving 
after battle attributes whole success 
to Hancock, ignoring Hooker and 
Kearny’s ten hour battle with 22,c00 
loss, 210; Kearny with 1,900 men, 
enters battle against 20,000, 2009; 
Kearny’s Division first to occupy 
rebel works—Fort Magruder—and 
city of Williamsburg, 220; resent- 
ment in MHooker’s Division over 
McCiellan’s suppression of Kearny’s 
and Hooker’s heroic parts, 211-12; 
failure to follow victory of Hooker 


en ET LT 


and Kearny great blunder: Comte 
de Paris: Comte de Trobriand: 
General Johnston and others, 222-3; 
see Kearny’s letters after Williams- 
burg; General Sumner with 30,000 
idle troops within mile of battle 
calis battle “feint on Hooker”, 225; 
after Williamsburg, McClellan, 
“Virginia creeper” establishes base 
at White House, 227; on May 3oth, 
Army in dangerous position, Corps 
separated by impassable river, 228; 
see Kearny’s letters and their litera- 
ture; see Kearny’s letters after 
Williamsburg. 

Wilmerding, Mrs. John Christopher, 
mother of E. Coster Wilmerding, 
born Georgina Hecksher, an appre- 
ciation of Phil., see chapter, Death 
in Battle, bibliography and memo- 
randa. 

Wilson, Eleanor, formerly Mrs. Wil- 
liam Gibbs McAdoo, see Kearny, 
Aftermath. 

Wilson, Woodrow, see Kearny, After- 
math; also illustration; speech, 450. 

Wood, Fernando, see Kearny’s Let- 


ters and their Literature; see 
Kearny and McClellan. 
Wyoming, see Kearny, Aftermath; 


also Fort Phil. Kearny. 


Yale, see chapter, Battle of Malvern 
Hill, bibliography. 

Yellowstone Expedition, see Kearny, 
General Stephen Watts, his Early 
Career. 

Yorktown, Siege of, 202-6; Kearny 
opposes Siege; Yorktown evacu- 
ated, 205; Lincoln says no reason 
for siege, see Kearny and McClel- 
lan :—evacuation discovered by Gen- 
eral Heintzelman’s balloon ascent, 
205; Kearny’s Division first to 
enter city, 206. 
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